
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




" 



. 



f 



J 

36 
c 



t 



0^ J 




Received in Exchange 

FROM 

"Vfci.L. Clements Library! 

mmmsamsmssmmm 




THE 

Parliamentary Regifterj 

OR 

H I S T p R Y 

OFv T H E 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 

^ O F .T ii E 

HOUSE OF COMMONS; 

CONTAINING. AN ACCOVNt OF ' • 

The moft Intcrefting Speeches and Motions; accurate 

Copies of the m6i\ remarkabl^e Letters and Papers ; 

' of the moft material Evidence, Petitions, &c. ^ 

hud before and offered to the House, 

V ^* ' 

I) V a I N O T H X ' ^' >: 

Fourth Session of the Fifteenth Parliamei^t 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN, 



V O L. xin. 



LONDON: 

rriiucdfor LDEBRETT, (Succeffor to Mr. AlMON) o^^^jofit^ 









O N 



N 



Of V b L U M E XIII. 



HOUSE OF C O M M O N S. 



QUESTION to Mr. Pitt rcfpcfting 
a Diflblution' of Parliament, 
page % 
Debate on Mr. Eden's Motion, decla« 

ratory of the Scnfc of the King's 

Anfwcr, 4 ton 
Mr. Bcaufoy's Speech cdrreftcd, 1 1 
Debate on Mr. Fox's Motion to ad- 
journ, 15 to »7 
Debate on Mr. Grofvfcnor's Motion for 

an united Adminidration, 2 7 to 49 
Debate on Mr. Coke's Motion for an 

united Adminiftration, 49 to 6 1 
Debate on Mr. Coke's Motion to lay 

the Refolntions of the Houfe before 

the Iwing, 6 a to 72 
Lord Beauchamp's Motion for a Com* 

mittee to examine the Lords' Journals 

relative to the Acceptance of India 

Bills, 73, loS 
Report of the Committee, and Debate, 

III to 23 S 
Debate on the Receipt Tax, 86, 107, 

2l8 

Debate an the Ordnance, 88, 107 
Debate on the Report from the Com- 
mittee on Smuggling, in which ihe 



Union of Parties \$ tg^a iatre^ 

duced, 91 to 106 
Mention m»de of Lord Georgt Lenox's^ 

Commiffion, xio 
Debate on Mr. Pitt's Decltrttion thtC 

the MiniHers had not refigned, %%% 

to 158 • 
Debate on the pollponing the Report 

from the Committee of Supply, 159 
Debate on Mr. Powys's Motion that 

the King will comply with the Wiihef 

of his Commons, 267 to 109 
Mr. Mariham's Account of the Ncgo« 

elation, 175 
Lord Nugent's Anecdote of Mr. Pel* 

ham, &c. 176 
Debate on Mr. Fox's Motion for m 

Addrefs to the King, 2o^> 
TheAddrefs, 214 
The King's Anfwer, ibid. 
Debate on Mr. Rigby*s Balances, ihid. 
Debate on adjourning the ConfideratioB 

of the King's Anfwer, z%i 
Debate on Mr. Fox*s fecond Addrefs ttf 

the King, 230 to 252 
The King's Anfwer, til 

DeW« 



C O NT EN T S. , 



Dcbsttr on taking it intQ ponfidcrationy 

I>ebatc on the Mutiny Bill, 255 to 2 (S 7, 

278' to 290" 
Debate on Mr. Foiji's tliird Ad<Jref» to 

the King, 'Z^8t0 277 - 
Iflfr. Eden's Motion for a Committee to 

examine the Accounts of the Eaft- 

India Direftors, 290 to 295 
Money voued for Chclfca HofpitSi, 29^ 
American Intcrcourfe Bill oppjol'ed by 

Lord Sheffield, ibid* 
Army fixtraordinaries, 298 
l>cbat* on the expedcd Difiblutlbn of 

Parliament^ 30s 







Pajcliament dJlTolvcd, joy 

Lift of the Dirifion on Mr. Fox*$ Eall* 
India Bill, 30S 

Mr. Fox's Bill for vefting the Aflfairs 
of the Eaft-India Company in the 
Hands of certain Cdmrniilioners, for 

• the Benefit of the Proprietors and 
the Public, 316 

Mr. Fox's Bill for the better Govern- 
ment of the territorial Poffcfllons and 
Dependencies in India, 323 

Mr. Pitt's Bill for the better Govern- 1( 
ment and Management of the Affair* 
of the £ati- India Company, 334 







THE 

HISTORY 

OF T H B 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 

O ^ T H S 

HOUSE of COMMONS, 

In the Fourth and Last Session of tbc 
Fifteenth Parliament of Great Britain, 

Saturday^ January 2/^^ 1784. 

AS foon as the Speaker had taken the chair, Mr. Powys Mr.Pdwys. 
informed the Houfe^hat he intended to put a queU 
tion to the Chancellor, as foon as he (hould appear in his 
place, the anfwer to which would 'determine him either to 
make or fupprefs a motion which he had drawn up relative 
to the prefent alarming (ituation of affairs. 

In order to explain the reafons which induced the Houfe 
to meet this day, it would be fimply necelfary to ftate, 
that after Mr. Pitt's bill had been rejefted laft night, feve- 
ral members, and among thefe, fome of the greatcft favour* 
crs of the prefent Adminiftration, rofe, and Tucccffively put 
feveral quefticns to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, rela- 
tive to the diffolution of Parliament, which feemed to be a 
fubje£l; bf apprehenfion and difcontent to both fides of the 
{loufe : but the right honourable gentleman refufed, for 
^ long time, to give any anfwer at all. At laft he gave an 
anfwer ; but it wa& thought fo obfcure or equivocal by 
tha^ Houfe, that it became th^ general opinion, the difTo-- 
lutioo of the Parliament would be aqnounced in that nightV 
Gazette. This was a point which did not folely intereft the 
^mere partizans either of oppofition or Adminiftration : tho- 
independent gentleoien on both ^es of the Houfe took tha 

, Vol. XIII. B ^Ns«^^ 
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ilarm, and joined ia calling upon Mr. Pitt to give a deci- 
fivc anfwcr, whether the Parliament was to be diffolved or 
not. Nothing; could conquer the Miniftcr's refolution to 
bciilent; and therefore, as every one was fatisfied, from 
the Mlniftcr's filencc, that a diffolutioi> was refdvcd upon-, 
the confternation that took place on this convi£tion might 
be more eafily felt than defcribcd. 

Mr. Sheridan had moved for the attendance (on this day) 
of fomc of the ofliccrs belonging to the Signet- Oflke, ia or- 
der that fome refolutions might be taken for the better pre- 
venting of the iffuing of writs in fuch a manner as would 
give fome candidates a preference ovef others. This motion 
was agreed to ; and the temper of the Houfe feemed to be 
foch, that any refolution tending to throw a difficolty in 
the way of a diffolution, would have been carried by a 
great nraiority. 

Mr. Fox; however, interpofed, and requefled that the 
Houfe would give the Chancellor of the Exchequer limt ta 
recover from the ill humour into which the rejedlion of his 
bill might have plunged him ; for that reafon he very 
properly moved the queftion of adjournment, which wa» 
carried. 

. The Houfe met this day at the ufual hour ; and, per- 
haps, iince the beginning of the fdlion, there never was a ' 
more numerous attendance. As ibon as Mr. Pitt had taken 
hit place, 
Mr, fowyi* Mr. Pnvys rofe : his emotion was fuch, that he abfoluteljr 
fhed tears while he was fpeaking. He faid, that the fcene of 
tonfufion, to which he had been laft night a witnefs, had fo 
haunted his mind, that'it had never been a moment abfent 
from it fince. He had been ever fiiice filled with the melan- 
choly idea of the fatal confequences that might be apprehen- 
ded trom the temper and difpofition which ^med to prevail 
* in the Houfe. He returned his fincere thanks to the right 
. honourable gentleman (Mr. FoxJ for hwng interpofed his in- 
fluence on the Houfe, to prevent them from proceeding to 
any refolutions in the teniper of mind in which they appear- 
ed when they broke up laft night. He alfo returned his fin- 
cere thanks to all thofe members who ufed their befl endea- 
vours to keep the Houfe from proceeding to any bufinefs at a 
tnoment when the members appeared to be too much i^tated 
to debate with temper : he declared that in what he wiflied at 
thfi nxHnent to fay, be was not at all influenced by any pre- 
vious concert with the right honourable member at the bead 

■ ' of 
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cff this Treafury : he was proud to boafl of hisfriendfliip with 
that right honourable gentleman ; but he hoped that the 
Houfe would believe him, when he affured them he was 
afcove duplicity. He was determined to zQ, according to 
What he flioiild conceive to be for the advantage of the coun- 
try ; but before he (hould proceed, he Wiflied to put a ques- 
tion to the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and by the anfwer which he fliould receive he fhould 
be determined whether or not he fliouId make a motion, 
which at that moment he had in contemplation. If the right 
honourable member fhould not give any anfwer at all, he 
would not conftruehis filence into difrefpe6l ; but he fhould 
conflrue it to mean, that he did hot think it proper to give 
an anfw«r to it, Jefl he fhould engage too far in a bufinefs of 
a very delicate nature; however, in the prefent alarming 
fituation of aftairs, he thought it his duty to put-his qucf- 
tion, and to call for an anfwer to it : the queflioo, therefore, 
to which he wifhed to have an anfwer was. Whether that 
Houfe might eKpeft to be in exiflence, and to meet again, on 
Monday next. He did not, as the right honourable member 
might fee, call for an anfwer that might proclaim to th^ pubr 
Fic the fecrets of the Crown, which, as a Minifter, the right 
honourable gentleman was bound not to reveal ; he wiflied 
fimply to know from him, whether on Monday next the 
Houfe might «xpe(ft to meet again, in order to proceed to 
bufinefs. — Fqt fbme thne after Mr. Powys had put. this 
queflion Mr. Pitt remained filent': Mr. Powys then rofe 
again, and faid, that he called upon the right honourable 
member, as a Minifter of the Crown, to give him an anfwer. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that he had laid down The Chan 
tohimfelf a rule, from vrfiich he did not think he ought in-^^l^rofth 
duty to depart, which was, that he ought not to pledge him- " *^"" 
felf to the Houfe, that in any poflible fituation of affairs, he 
would not advife his Majefty to difTolve the Parliament ; 
however, as the honourable gentleman had brought the mat- 
ter to a very fmali point, in afking whether the Parliament 
might expedt to meet again on Monday next, he would fo far 
gratify the honourable gentleman as to tell him, that he had 
no intention to prevent the meeting of the Houfe on that 
iday. 

Mr.JPottyj faid, that he had put thequeftion to the right Mr.Powy 
honourable gentleman in fuch a manner, that he expected 
from him an anfwer, which might be deemed the anfwer of 
the Miiiiflcr of that Houfe ; for as he had feveral colleagues, 

B ^ it 
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it Was pafiible he might be out-vpted by them on a queftion 
of a diilblution^ 
Idr, Pitt. Mr. Pitt replied, that he conceived the queftion had been 
put to him as to the Minifter of the Crown, and that as fucH 
he had anf wered it. 

After which the Houfc adjourned to Monday the 26th. 

January 26. 

Mr. Martin took up fome time in clearing the houfe of 
'Peers, which occafioned a ihort converfation. 
The Right The right honourabje Mr. EJen^ after a fhort introduc-.^ 
Hon. Mr. ^^y fpeech, moved, ^* That it appears to this Houfe, that 
his Majefty's moft gracious anfwer contains affurances, 
upon which this Houfe cannot but moft 'firmly rely, that his 
Majefty will not, by the prorogation or diflblution of Par- 
liament, interrupt this Houfe in their confideration of pro- 
per meaifures for regulating the affairs of the EaftJndia 
Company, and for fupporting the public credit and revenues 
of this country ; objects which, in the opinion of his Ma- 
jefty, and of this Houfe, and of the public, cannot but be 
thought .to demand the moft immediate and unremitting at« 
tention of Parliament." 

Mr. Marftiam feconded the motion. 
Tiie Chan. The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe next ; he faid, that he 
f^Zt^^tu °° longer felt the objeflion which he had for fome time paft 

• * exprefled, to give an anfwer to the many qoeftions that had 

been put to him, relative to the apprehanfion entertained by 
the Houfe of a diflplution or prorogation of Parliament. 
For though l?e held himfelf perfedlly juftified in refufmg to 
Ipve any anfwer toqueftions put to him, by individual mem- 
bers, he held the cal'e to be widely different when a queftion 
was put to him by the Houfe; ^nd therefore, though he had 
formed to himfisilf a rcfolution not to pledge himfelf to any 
fpecific declaration relative to a diftblution, when called upon 
to do it by an individual member, yet, when a queftion 
jcame to him in the (hape of a refolution, and countenanced 
fcy the Houfe, he no longer felt an objedlipn to give an an- 
fwer ; and he was under no manner of diflSculty with refpe<£l 
to the confequences of the* motion, as the anfwer he ftiould 
give would be fuch as would fet the minds of gentlemen at 
cafe. It was allowed oaall hands that it was his Majefty's un- 

• idoubted prerogative to diftblve of prorogue Parliaments ; and, 
as a Minifler of the Crown, he never would advife his Ma« 
|cfty to pledge himfelf by any promife generally, and without 
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any cxpreffion of limitation or qualification, not to exercife. 
this prerogative ; the anfwer on which the refolution moved 
by the right hon. gentleman was founded, did not bind the 
King to any thing more than not to prevent the meeting of 
Parliament after the recefs ; and though gentlemen might.be 
inclined to conftrue that anfwer literally, they ought not to. 
be yery forward in putting a conftrudlion upon the anfwer 
beyond what the words would obvloufly fupport ^ there were 
gentlemen* on the other fide of the houfe, who did not al- 
ways think that the conftruSion was fuch as was now ats 
tempted to he put upon it, for they argued from the begin- 
ning that the anfwer bound the King to nothing more than 
barely not to prevent the meeting of Parliament after the re- 
cefs. .It was rather an indelicate and an unu foal* Way of pro- 
, ceeding, to put conftrucSlions, by way of refolutions, on thd 
King's yvords; when the Houfe might purfue the old parlia* 
men tar y mode of addrefles. As to the refolution then before 
the Houfe, the principal objediion he had to it*was, that it 
bound the King down to that unlimited and unqualified pro-> 
mifp, that in no poffible or imaginable fituation of affairs he 
would refort to his prerogative, and prprogue or dijQolva 
Parliament ; a prqmife, which he, for one, would never advife 
his Majefty to make. However, he wa^ ready to own that 
fomething had happened fince his Majefty had given that an- 
fwer, which had greatly altered the fituation of affairs. Re- 
folutions had been carried in that Houfe, of {\^\i a nature, 
as would caufe a difTolution, under thefe circumflances, un« 
advifeable. But exclufive of thefe, gentlemen might recol- 
ledt, that the anfwer mentioned the neceflity of providing for 
the government of India, the public credit, and other impor- 
tant concerns ; and as nothing dec ifive had been done to any 
one of thefe great objedls, it was more reafonahle to fuppole 
that his Majefty would not think proper to diflblve his Par- 
liament before it had adopted any meafures relative to the 
great points for which it bad been aflemblisd. However, he 
was fure that notwithftanding the farced conftruflion which 
gentlemen were now defirous to put upon his Majefty's 
words, they did not feem at firft to conceive that they were 
at all expreffive of the meaning which they were now going 
to give them ; for however gentlemen might accommodate 
their fentiments to the turn of circumftances, he would ap- 
peal to the feelings of the Houfe, to the honour of the gen- 
tlemen who fupported the refolution, whether this appeared 
to be their opinion on the firft produdiion of the anfwer ? 
^he meafures they adpjpitcd to prevent a difTolution, the tenor 
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of their fpeeches,. the anxiety they fhewed in the apprehen- 
fion of its taking place, plainly evinced the contrary : what 
recent event then could be fuppofei to have induced them 
to adopt this different opinion, and make it the bafis of fo 
indefinite a refolution ? When the anfwer recommended the 
confideration of certain objefls, did gentlemen imagine that 
whatever circumflances might intervene, while they were 
in contemplation, his Majefty meant to reftrain himfeJf from 
the exeiipife of his prerogative? In purfuanceof the coniide- 
fations propofed in the addrefs to the Throne, a bill was fub* 
mitted to their confideration, free from thofe exceptionable 
properties of a former bill, and calculated to meet the wifhes 
of all parties, and to be acceptable to the other branches of 
the Legiflature. But that fpirit of oppofition, which applies 
more to men than to meafures, caufed it to be reje^ed. 
What then was likely to be the fate of the bill which the ho- 
nourable gentleman oppofite him (Mr. Fox) intende<l ta in- 
troduce, retaining the fame fpirit, the fame principles as the 
former, though perhaps altered in a few daufes ? Surely he 
did not imagine the Up^er Houfe poffi?fled fuch a pliabilit j of. 
difpofition, fuch » mutability in (entiment, as to approve at 
once what they fo lately condemned. He then remarked, 
that gentlemen laid hold of the words " conrenient fpeed,** 
to illuftratethe propriety of their interpretation : he acknow- 
ledged that affairs were fo critically fituated, fo greatly em- 
barraffed, that no time fhould be loft in arranging and difpo- 
fing them in order. But the proceedings of the Houfe for 
fome time paft, proroifed little in the way of expedition : per* 
fonal objefts feemed more to direft their operations ; there 
was a delicacy in the fubjedl, wherein the higheft perfon in 
the ftate was fo immediately concerned, which was obvious 
to every one, and he was forry to find fo little attended to. 
The refolution, on the whole, was precipitate and indefinite, 
fuch as neither t!ie ftru6kure of the words, nor the defign of 
the anfwer, could give a fandtion to an opinion, that his Ma- 
jefty had engaged himfelf to fufpend the exercife of his pre- 
rogative, while any one meafure, that any member fhould 
propofe relative to the great points recommended from the 
Throne, remained unfettled: however, the very diftradled 
ftate of the country at the prefentjun6lure, had, in his opi- 
nion, rendered fuch a meafurie totally inexpedient, and he, 
in his minifterial capacity, could make this declaration, 
*' that he would not advife his Majefty to prevent the proceed- 
ings of this Houfe, either by prorogation or diftblution." 

•- ■ ■ Mr. 
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/' Mr. Fox profcfled himfelf entirely eafy as to a diffblation, Mr. Fox. 
after this declaration of the honourable geotleman ; had he 
condefcended to have exprefled himfelf fo a fortnight ago, 
he would have faved the Parliament and the people much 
trouble and much anxiety. The right honourable gentleman 
had at lengtb thought proper to relax in fome degree from 
that abfolute filence, that fullen referve the Houfe fo lately 
experienced from him ; but has he, purfued Mr. Fox, dil- 
charged every duty of refpeft ? Has he acquitted himfelf with 
due decency to this^ Houfe ? or has he not purfued the very 
reverfe of iuch a condufl', in continuing in his Situation as 
Minifter in poiitive and direS cqntempt of a folemn refolu* 
tion of this honourable Houfe ? That thi«' Houfe has a right 
to addrefs and advife his Majefty in the choice of his Mini- 
fters, as well as ether fub)e£^s of importance, is a point on 
which no perfon will venture to difpute, though his Majefty 
has certainly, b^ the fraitte of the conflitution, the right of 
chufing his own Minifters, a prerogative which he may exer- 
cife at his difcretion ; but that a member of this Houfe ihall, 
m defiance of its folemn vote, delivered after full difcuffion, 
after a Icmg debate, and the matureft deliberation, prefume 
to continue in fo obnoxious a fituation, is fuch an infult to 
the honour, the fenfe, and the judgment of Parliament, as 
muft not be overlooked. Can it be expe£led that the bufinefs 
of the nation can be conduced with efledl, can proceed at 
all during the adminiftration of men who want that indif* 
penfable requifiie to every Miniftry, the confidence of the 
people ? Are we to be told that the opinions, the moft folemn 
xefolutions of this Houfe, are to be confidered as trifles in the 
eye of one of its own members ? or will the gentleman openly 
avow what his condudl: fo fufficiehtly manifefts, that he coa- 
fiders himfelf fuperlor to this Houfe ? That a fituation he 
ftole into by intrigue, private whifpers, and fpringing the 
mine of fecret influence, fhall fupport him againft the pofi-^ 
tive anfwer of the Houfe of Commons ? Shill he think to 
ereft the banner of fecret influence here, in oppofition to 
public confidence? ot that he can continue, what I am 
obliged now tocall him, the unconftitutional Minifter of the 
Crown, againft the voice of Parliament and the fpirit of the 
conftitution ? Then, indeed, would there be an end to the 
excellence of that fyftem, which we vaunt as the utnwft 
tflbrt of legiflative perfe<ftion ; then could we no longer boaft 
of that happy equilibrium on which our liberties depended ; 
aod our Conftitution, from being the envy and admiration, 
would become the mockery and fcorn of all Europe : theie 
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are circumstances too glaring to be doubted. This is a fitna* 
tlon too grieYOua to be tolerated ; we have, faid he, hitherto 
a£bd on thecalmeil, onthe mildeft priaciples ; but however 
vnwrllmg to adopt ftrongand viqlent meafures, we ought not 
to he befs determined, nor are thofe with whom 1 have the 
honour to a<S. Why, then, will the gentleman perfevere to 
mock, to infult the dignity and the honour of Parliament i 
Why will he always perfift in forcing ta difagrecable extre- 
mities ? I would not thij night, nor for forae time, perhaps, 
move any refolution on this fubjedl. I Should be (brry to 
fecur to means vs&hich would weitf- any other than a eoneilia^ 
tory afped, or fliould tend to dii£i>]Ye thofe bonds of imion 
and harmony hetwe»n the legiflative and executive pewer, 
ib necefiary to carry into efFe£l the various operations of pa* 
hey and government. After very ably and accurately dif- 
cuf&ng Mr. Pitt's allegations^ and ihewing the impoflibility 
of any bju&nefs be'mg e£&£bually or fuccefsfully condu/(3;e4 
under an Adminiilratioa formed on the principles of the pre«« 
lent, and lying under the cenfore of theHoufe, he concluded 
by very eameiUy entreating gen^men to confider the cir* 
eumftances in queftion, and ailing with cQolnefe aad deUbe* 
lation, but flill praferving firmnefa and reiblution. 
^H*^ ^Yh' ^^^ Cbanceilor of^ th Exchequer replied, that he had nctt 
Exchequer! touched on the fubje<9: to which'the honourable gentleman 
direfled the. principal part, of his attention, not expoiSling it 
would be introduced into the debate; He had refer ved hiqi^ 
felf for the Committee on: the ftate of the nation,, when ha 
intended to fay fomething on that head. However he thoughir 
it his duty tx) ceply^ in oixier to fiate the reafons of hjs coor 
tinuance in: office. Hia obferved^ that he came into office to 
. fulfil the' duty Ue owed His Majefty, whofe confidence he.had 
not forfeited by any attempt to introduce any new power ua* 
kno\iRn totfae confiitution ; and thotigh he always wouJd pay 
the motflr profound refpe€b to the decifions of that honourabto 
Houfe, he didittot know but he might incur the cenfure of ther 
right honourable gentleman oppofite him, by obdibr ving, that 
as the conflitution vefied in His Majefly the power of chu&BB 
his own Minifters, deciding on the propriety of that choice^ 
did nor fall properly within, the province of tJie Houfe of 
Commons: he was forry to find the determinations of tha^ 
Houfe had not lately been marked with all the attention that 
one might have imagined they /Would have paid to this confti- 
tutional dofirino,. It was certainly feveajeto condemn the 
conduft of an Adminiftration before the charges againft them 
were proyed and eftahiifhed. In this InftaiMe be could no^ 

but 
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but conficler himfelf very much aggrieved : untried^ un- 
cofnnefted, he lay under the cenfure of a refolution of the 
Houfe ; but he had at leaft the cohfolation to reflef):, that 
in proportion as he and his colleagues were more tried, and 
more known, in the fame proportion were they more ap- 
proved, and more eftabliflied in the favour and confidence 
of the Houfe, and of the people, with whom they every 
day rofe in efteem and approbation. The reduction of 
that great majority whereby the gentlemen in oppofitioh 
carried their firft queftion, into the trifling one their lad 
refolutions paffed by, muft convince them of the decline 
oi\ their caufe ; the charge of his confidering himfelf fupe- 
rioih to thr Houfe, he faid, could have no other foundation 
than abfurdity, except indeed to think differently from a 
majority of that Houfe, might bear that conftruftion-; and if 
fo, it was an imputation to which that honourable member 
had frequently been fubj eft. He confidered the refolutions 
T)f the honourable Houfe by no means binding on the prin- 
ciples of an individual ; the very bulwark of our conftitu- 
tion was freedom of afting, and freedom of fpeaking ; the 
control then of Parliament could not afFe£): the free princi- 
ples of afting, whereby liberty is to be prized. Were he 
difpofed to a£k as the gentlemen would wifli him to do, his 
duty would prevent him. For what purpofelhould the pre-^ 
lent arrangement give way ? The anfwer was obvious, to 
make room for the introduftion of a fet of people, who 
were lately difmifled for a condu£): which loft them the 
confidence of their Sovereign, as well as that of -the peo- 
ple. To look jaround them, and view the confequences of 
a refignation, he could fee nothing that would not deter 
lixm from fo ruinous a conduft ; where could another ar-* 
rangement be found, more likely to give fatisfaftion ? This 
led him to advert to a wifh very generally and very warmly 
cxprefled, of forming an union which might give ftability 
to Gpvernment, and reconcile all parties : to fuch a mea* 
fure he profeflcd himfelf by no means an enemy, provided 
it could be eftabliflied on fuch a broad and liberal bads as 
would meet the wiflies of that refpeftable and independent 
fet of men, by whofe fupport and countenance he had aU 
along been honoured i but in accompliftiing this objeQ:, he 
faid, all perfonal prejudices and pi ivate views,, pride and 
pundilio, fliould be laid afidc, and a ftable government and 
iblid union be alone fought for. The honourable gentle- 
man, in treating on this uibjeft, had infiftcdj as a prelimi% 
Vol. XIIL C ^ ^^^^^ 
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nary, on the entire refignation of office on the part of the 
prcicat Adminiftration ; but though he poiTeflcd an em- 
ployment of eminence, it was not one of choice, axid he 
tnifted, whenever a favourable opportunity* offered, he 
would prove himfelf not to be tenacious of power, or dcfi- 
roiis to cling to office, but that he a£ted ftom patriotic, 
not private confiderations : his duty obliged him to prcfenrc 
his fituation till another arrangement (Iiould be formed, 
and not fuffer the nation to remain in that ftate of anarchy 
which it experienced on a former and fomewhat fimilar oc- 
cafion ; if gentlemen wiflied to treat on fair public princi- 
ples, let them lay afide the trifles of etiquette and cere- 
mony, which could anfwer no foiid purpofe 5 let them pro* 
ceed on terms of candour, by which alone an union might be 
formed on a permanent and firm foundation, which could 
alone preferve tl^is country, while ruin and mifery mail be 
> the inevitable confequences of divifion. 
|lr. Fof. Mr. Fox faid, if the honourable member before had not 
manifefted his confidering himfelf fupcrior to this Houie, 
he in this jnftance had clearly expreiTed, Handing up the 
nnconftitutional Minifter of the Crown; he defpifcd the re- 
folutioD of this infignificant aifembly. The .honourable 
gentleman remarked on the advantage of appealing to the 
fenfe of the Houfe, arid very juftly; the honourable gentle* 
man was himfelf the only Minifter who ever defpifed their 
approbation, creeping into power by means unfair, as they 
were nnconftitutional ; he did not pretend to that confidence 
which fo eminently diftinguifhcd the late Miniftry, the 
confidence of this Houfe, and the confidence of the people^ 
^ ^ Ceremony and etiquette he might be eafily induced to fore- 

< go ; na'y, he fhould even, on iome occafions, facrifice his 
own honour, and that of his friends, and fufier their dig- 
nity to be diminifhed, if the emergencies of his country re- 
quired it, but on no occafion would he fuffer any facrifice 
to be^qiade of the honour or the dignity of the Houfe of 
Commons ; both the one and the other were at ftake in the 
contempt of their rcfolutions : as long as they conveyed a 
cenfure, as long as they reprobated the principles on which 
the Miniftry held their fituations, fo long would he refufe 
to unite.with them; fo long would he oppofc them, though 
they (hould poiTefs all the abilities, all the virtues, and the 
popularity which any former Adminiftrationtnight have 
poflcflcd, or which might poffibly fall to the (hare of any 
fubfequent Adminiftration. But how does the gentleman 
attempt to defend himfelf? On what ground does he ftand 
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againft the cenfure of Parliament ? Becanfe (he fays) the 
majorities againft him are diminifhihg. How would he ex* 
claim if this argument had been ufed againft him in the 
year 1782, when we loft a divif^on by a majority of one; 
and next queftion gained it by a majority of i6. The 
Miniftry of that time had the fpirit to refign*when they 
loft the fupport and confidence of Parliament, circumftan- 
ces effentially neceffary in the former Minifters ; but the 
love of power apd ftation has, in the prefent Minifter of 
the Crown, always predominated over every other con- 
fideration; from the removal on a former occafion may be 
dated the mine, which at length blew up the late Miniftry. 

I have been much myfelf , (faid Mr, Fox) in the habit of 
differing from a majority, but it was on public points in 
which 1 had no concern as their fervant. If I had at any 
time found the feofe of the Houfe againft me as a Minifter, 
I fhould immediately have refigned, and faid, you muft find 
fome other inftrument to do your bufinefs, for I (hall never 
be agent in any caufe I do not approve. Mn Fox, with in- . 
finite point, and infinite fuccels, combated all Mr. Pitt'd 
pofitions, avowing a determined refolution to enter into no 
terms with the Minifters of the Crown while they con- 
tinued in office. 

The queftion was again called for, and agreed to with- 
out a divifion. ' ^ 

Mr. Fox then rofe, and moved that the Houfe fhould go Mr. Fok, 
into the committee on the ftate of the nation on Thurf- 
day next the 2.9th. The Houfe accordingly adjourned to 
the 29th. 

The following Speech having through error been omitted^ 
it is thought neceffary to infert it in this place. Vide 
Vol. XII. page 482. 

On Mr. Erfkine's motion *^ that an addrefs be prefented 
to the King," &c. Mr. Beaufoy^ in reply tp Lord North, Mr. Beau 
fpoke to the following effedt : / Qjr. ' 

Notwithftanding the pleafantry of the noble Lord who 
fpoke laft but one in the debate, notwithftanding the jocu- 
lar mood in which he addreffed you, I cannot but affent to 
the melancholy refleftions with which the honourable gen- 
tleman who moved the addrefs introduced that motion to 
the H<)ufe. For that the prefent feafon is indeed a feafon 
pf alarni j that the diftreffes of the kingdom are great bc- 
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joni the experience of any former period, and that for a. 
iconfiderable time pad fearful apprehenfions of the future' 
have feized on the minds of men, are truths which no one? 
•who loves bis country, or who values the conftitution, ^U 
venture to deny. Surely, Sir, in fuch a fituation, the firil 
queftion which every reflecting man will aik, will not be^ 
•* Shall we addrefs the Sovereign ?" it will lather be, " What 
are the cau^s of this unufual diftrefs ? who are the nun whct 

. have bi ought thefe evils upon the State ?" Does the noble 
Lord hear this queftion ? The time may come^ perhaps, 
when bis country will propofe it to him. "What was the 
ilate of the nation when the noble Lord firfl became Prime 
Minifter of the kingdom ? Refpe6ted and revered abroad 
as the foremoft nation of the earth, and profperous at 
home even to their utmoft wiih, the Englifli faw thcmfelves 
the happieft people of the world. Extenfion of commerce, 
improvements in agriculture, increaCe of income to the 
landlord, increafe of profit to the tenant, were the circum-r 
ftances whicb diftinguiflied that (ingular sera. Indebted, 
indeed, the nation was, but not beyond her ftrength ; en-r 
gaged too fhe was in an unhappy conteft, but the means of 
reconciliation were. in her power, for at that time Mr. 
Penn's petitioii had not been rejefted. Such was the ftatc 
of the hation when the noble Lord firft became its Mini- 
fter -—What was his conduct ? The happinefs of the coun- 
try was vulnerable but in one part, and tnei'e the attack was 
made. With an appearance of candour and plain fince- 

. rity, he armed the pride of Parliament againft its moll ef- 
fential interefts 5 he perfuaded the people that the Ameri-^ 
cans were their fubjefts as well as the King's ; he cheriftied 
the contemptuous opinions, and foftered the furious refent-r 
' mems of the Houfe, till the folly of the Minifter feemed 
loft for a time in the madnefs of the Parliament. 

The confequences of his conduft I need not ftate : we 
^11 know its efl[e£l:$ on our foreign dependencies ; on Ame- 
rica, on Ireland, on India, reduced by his means to that 
very poverty which is now made a charge againft her, — r 
Its effefts oh the internaj happinefs of the kingdom we all 
deeply feel : the country gentleman feels it in the decline 
pf agriculture, in the diftrefl^es of his tenants, in the dimi- 
nution of hi§ income, and the enormous increafe of his 
annual expende. The ftockholder feels it in the total anni- 
Jiilation of hi^ fortune, and the fearful uncertainty of the 
f^te that may attend the. reft, 
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The mcrcliant and the manufaflurer feel it in thofe ac-s 
cumulated taxes that enrich the fraudulent trader, while, 
they weigh down the exertions of the honeft, and finally 
coipiign him to a prifon. The friends of the noble Lordt " 
applaud his good humour^ and his claflic wit ; and it muft 
be acknowledged that the forro^ya of his country have not 
reached him ; for while Britain beholds^ with deep difmay, 
the ruined ftate of her finances, ruined during his admi- 
niftration ; while (he laments the lofs of half her empire^ 
a lofs which even his aflbeiatcs afcribc to h':s folly ; while 
ftie mourns the blood of her people, (bed under his conduft 
in a moft accurfed caufe, he hirafelf poflefles the utmoft^ 
hilarity of temper, and infults her forrows with his jotes* 

What was the conduft of the noble Lord after he was 
driven from office ? At that time, great as the calamities 
were which he had brought on this unhappy kingdom, two 
fourccs of confolation Hill remained: the public faith had 
never yet beep broken ; and the Britifh conftitution was a& 
yet entire. It was therefore hoped that if the Ihattercd 
remnants of the empire could ftill be fayed by the eftablifh* 
ment of peace, time and means might be found for the 
gradual reduftion of the public debts .; and for this purpose 
a plan of great ability, fincc publifhed, was formed, at 
the particular rcqueft pf the Minifter who fucceeded the 
late Lord Rockingham ; that 'plan the noble Lord's return to 
power, rendered utterly abortive;; that peace which faved 
, the nation when oil ruin's extremeft verge, to which he had 
conduced her, he reprobated. What was the next meafure 
that marked his Lordfliip's condufl ? A plan. I am forry I 
cannot afcribe it wholly to him, for a perfon whofe name 
once was dear to this country, flood forward on this occa- 
fion a volunteer againft her ; a plan it was fpr violating the 
public faith folemftly pledged to the India Company ; a 
plan that tended to unroot frpm the minds of men all confir 
dence in the State ; a plan that converted queftions of right 
to queftions of mere convenience; and that left to the 
Pank of England, to the South-Sea Company, to the cor- 
poration of the city of London, and to the proprietors of 
the public funds, no other reafonable hope than that of b^- 
ing laft deftroyed : nor was this all ; for left the foundnef^ 
of the Conftitution (boqld at length throw off this rotten 
rxcrefcence, the Conftitution itlelf was to be attacked. 
Executive authority was to be given to the delegates. of the 
jpepplp, and tl^e Government be changed from a \yifely- 
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limited and admirably-conftituted monarchy, to an 'auk* 
ward and ilUregulated republic. I fay, Sir, an aukward 
and ill-regulated republic ; for what is a republic but a go- 
vernment in which executive authority, as well as legilljh 
tivc, is given to the delegates of the people ? If the Dobk 
Lord was pcrfuadcd that the influence of the Crown ought 
ftill to be diminifhed, why did he not propofe triennial 
> Parliaments ) Why did he not prOpofe the exclufion of pen* 
fioners from feats in this affembly ? Why did he not propofe 
a juft and equal reprefentation of the people? In all tbefel 
\vould gladly have fupported him, for thefe are conftitu- 
tional means of leflening the influence of the Crown : thui. 
Sir, I have pointed out (what, on enquiry into the ftatc erf 
' the nation, it was my duty to (how) the meafurts that har? 
brought us with a rapidity unknown to paft ages, and that 
will be incredible to the future, from the height of prof- 
perity to the uttermoft diftrefs, from wealth to poverty^ 
from power to weaknefs, from extended empire to mutilated 
. and curtailed dominion. Does the noble Lord deny that 
the calamities of the State are imputable to the meafures of 
his adminiftration i Let him ftand forward and affign, if 
he can, any other reafon for the evils we now endure. 

As to the queftion before us, I do not much objeft to thft 
motion itfelf, for God forbid that I fhould deny the right 
of this Houfe to addrefs the Sovereign ; but I dread the 
fpirit from wliich, on this occafion, it appears to me to bq 
offered to the Houfc. 

The refolutions of the Houfe in the year 1641 were not 
illegal; few of them^could be called unconftitutional ; yet 
the fpirit that didated thofe refolutions fubverted both the 
law and the Conftitution, If in the proceedings of a ccr-f 
tain party in the prefent times, the fame fpirit that governed 
the long Parliament fhould appear ; if they fhould be found 
to aft on fimilai- principles, if their conduft fhould dif^ 
cover the fame contempt for the Peers, the fame defire of 
rendering them ufclefs to the State ; and above all, the {ame 
diflike to the perfon whom the Conftitution venerates moft, 
it is time for every man who wifhes well to his country 
or values the Conftitution, to ftand upon his guard ; for 
if thefe things be fo, the danger will not only be great but 
immediate : it wiirfall not on a dlftant age, not on a re- 
mote people, but on the age in which we live, on owrfelvcs 
and on our children, 

January 
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'January 29. 

Another converfation and debate took place on the afFatr 
of Mr. Hamilton of Bergany ; and the matter being ex- 
plained to the fatisfa£tion of every one, the order for his at- 
tendance was difcharged. 

Mr. Fox faid, this was the day in which it was intended Mr.Foi^ 
to refome the Committee oti the date of the nation. He 
regretted, that when this order had been made, the circum- 
Aances in which it originated were not fo efFedually changed 
as to occafion in his mind any fubftantial reafon againft a 
literal compliance with it. The Houfe and the public ftitl 
faw, to their forrow, a Miniftry in this country retaining 
their fituations in dire£t oppofition^to the Houfe of Com- 
mons. They faw the fervant of the Crown claiming the 
privilege of fetting up his fingle opinion in oppoiition to 
theirs. They faw ah obvious intention of putting' all their 
refolutions and me^fures to defiance. Was it not refolved^ 
after the moft folemn and deliberate difcuiion of a very full 
Houfe, that the prefent Miniftry, who came in oa fecret 
influence, and were fupported by every fort of influence 
except that of a public and avowed one, were diftionour- 
able to Parliament, and injurious to the fervice of the 
country? 

It was on account of their occupying this very Angular 
and unfatisfadory ground, that their conduct had engroflTed 
fo much of the attention of the Houfe« And were matters 
now altered for the better ? What new fafts had been 
fiated, what^other reafons afllgned than thofe already heard 
from the right honourable gentleman ? The Houfe confe- 
ouently was reduced to the difagreeable and mortifying 
ntuation of being infulted and' defpifed with impunity. 
Was this an honourable or decent fitusltion for fuch an adf- 
fembly ? It was a fituation in wliich Minifters could do no 
public good whatever. National affairs were perfedly at a 
ftand. And why? The right honourable gentleman faid 
he would infift that his judgment was preferable to the col- 
leded wifdom of the Houfe. 

But let gentlemen confider what the prefent flate of the 
public is. Does not the bu(inefs of the community aftu- 
ally ceafe ? What is it that can be carried on of any con- 
fequenee to the community at large, while the Miniflry 
and their reprefentatives are not agreed ? He knew not 
what fadts the right honourable gentleman might be in the 

humour 
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humour to deny ; but he was perfeftly founded in faying^ 
that whatever depended on the concurrence of Parliament, 
was by his pertinacity or obftinacy perfeflly at a fland. 

In what bufinefs then were Minifters engaged ? That 
were always things enow to do in the mere etiquette of 
office. The world were not to learn that much private fa- 
vour had been lately diftributed. But would Mioiflersaoj 
their partizans fay witb.what view thefe valuable gifts were 
vouchfafed? Was it not to ftrengthen^ flimulate, and pi^ 
mote certain views which had excited Minifters to iocreafe 
a body of men which it was their objefl: to render inimical 
to the conftitutional influence of that Houfe ? 

This was a projeft which evidently originated with the 
fecret advifers of the Crown, whofe intereu it wa« to vilifj 
and traduce the reprefentatives of the Crown ; and tho& 
who would thus ftoop to be their tools, their ioftruments, 
and their creatures, were always fure of encouragement it 
Court. The confidence of the Houfe of Commons, of the 
public, and of the world at large, was no objeft, ho rt- 
commeodation to them. But in proportion as they con- 
ciliated the good opinion of the public, in proportion as 
they ftood well with the Houfe, in proportion as their mea« 
furcs were likely to be of general and eminent advantage, 
in the fame proportion would they be condemned, cenfured, 
and expelled the confidence, the carefTes, and the favour of 
the Sovereign. What then fignificd a majority of the 
Houfe of Gammons to a Minifter who ftood on fach a 

f ground ? It might ferve him to carry a few neceflary mea- 
ures, but would never exhibit him as an eligible fervant of 
the Crown. No. It was only in fo far as he deviated 
from the Conftitution, as he fhewed a contempt for the 
opinion of the people, as he preferred his own judgment to 
that of Parliament, that he Ihould gain in the Roy^ efteem, 
or merit the approbation and fupport of thofe who were 
conftantly exercifed in whifpering the worft things of the 
beft men. 

Thefe were the glorious and important purpofes for which 
the whole patronage of the Crown had devolved on them^ 
and was ufed with all the licentioufnefs and partiality of 
private property. He always expeSed to be told pn fuch 
topics as this, that the prerogatives of the Crown were not 
to be impaired or reft rained. He was the laft man who 
would ever wifh to fee one of the three' cftates ftript of 
any of thofe powers with which it was legally invefted. But 



A- 17841; b E B A T E g. 

Were not all Aofe powers originallj given with a view to 
the public fervice ? He would be glad to know how fuch an 
objeft as this could be fcrved by the late creations which 
had taken place/ He trufted nothing he faid would bfe' 
tinderftood in any degree as perfdnalj but he thought it hid 
duty to mention the intereft which, as it ftiruck hitn, the 
public undoubtedly had in whatever cither direftly Or indi*^ 
rc£tly aiFe£led their intereft. 

He would infift on it that Minifters were refponfible to 
the Houfe of Commons for the exercifc of every preroga- 
tive belonging to the Crown. It was in the Houfe of 
Commons, or by the people in their original capacity, that 
every exertion of thofc powers which diftinguifhed th6 
Sovereign of the Empire, were ultimately to be tried, and 
in proportion as they anfwered the primary intention of 
their inftitutiop, be acquitted or condemned. 

Now, hov^ever, the fccret came out on which the pre fen t 
arrangement proceeded J they forfeited the confidence of 
the Houfe, or, what wis the fame thing, treated it with 
the great^ft contempt, becaufe it enfured them a welcome 
teception from their private employers. Their conduft 
was therefore no longer a myftery to the public. It was 
written in the moft legible charafters. They not only op* 
pofed their own official confequcnccs to that'of the Houfe, 
but by their obftinacy and temerity cftablifhed a moft me- 
lancholy and dangerous variance between the^ Sovereign 
and the pqbplc. Through the medium of this ill-omened 
Admlniftration, the fubjefts at large, and their Supreme 
Magiftfate, were taught to regard each other with jta- 
loufy and miftruft. This was one capital objeft of their 
fyftem, and it was undoubtedly very well calculated foe 
attaining its end. 

To what lengths the Houfe would be juftified in going 
tinder fuch a circumftance, it did not become him to fay ^ 
but neither would any one oppofite to him pretend to af- 
firm that 3?arfiament w^s not defied by Minifters. Why 
did they riot tbhdefcend to gratify the public, to meet the 
wiflies.of thc^ipSbple, to ftcrifice their attachment to placb 
for the fak^' of reftoring tranquillity to the country, and 
eonftdctiee in an Admintftration which might do the bufi^ 
nefe of the people as it oUght to be done ? Who did not 
femertiber to whom the iiitcrregnum of laft year was owing ? 
How was the interval of public bufinefs then filled up? 
THiings werfe then done which the nation could not fooii 
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forget ; and they were done under the fame circumftances 
of public difcontent, and the fame inftruments 'which gave 
them their formality and effeOt. A fimilar indignity to the 
country in the eyes of all Europe was now going forward; 
was perpetrating in open day ; was infulting thofe radical 
and hitherto undifputed powers which the Conftitution 
had lodged in the Houfe of Commons. All the world 
were witnefles to a farce which the prefent a£^ors could 
only fubmit to play. — They kept the countnr without a 
government at a period when the preiTure of public bufinels 
never was greater; for at this time it could not be faid we 
had in fad any thing like an effe£tive government. He 
trufted in God men's minds would foon open to the ridicule 
of their own fituation, and fave the Britiih name from that 
ignominy, that contempt, infeparable from rulers of fuch 
a defcription. 

But how long were they deilined to continue under all 
the difadvantages of fuch an executive power, which was 
altogether deilitute of energy, of influence, of refpedabi- 
lity ? How was the Houfe ot Commons, thus irritated and 
infulted, to conduft itfelf ? He had conceived from their 
late conduct the bed opinion of their refolution, their fenfe 
' of dignity, and their attention to their honour and privi- 
leges as a body ; he (hould therefore hope they never would 
fuffer themfelves to fall into the fnare thus laid for them by 
thofe who wiflied, and only waited to take every poffibl^ 
advantage that might arife from their condu^l in a fituation 
thus critical and trying. They had already difappointed 
thofe who had thus proved them, by a temper, a moderar- 
tion, and a magnanimity, which did them the higheft ho- 
nour. This was the calm, the deliberate, and the manly 
Kne of conduft in which he hoped they would perfever^ 
and from which no temerity, no haughtinefs, no obftinacy 
frQm thofe individuals who had fet themfelves againft them, 
would ever tempt them to depart. He, for one,, would 
not wiOi to. precipitate things to fuch an extremity as might 
even be ji^ified by their peculiar difpofition and mode of 
thinking, to which che nation was obliged for all its pre** 
fcnt calamities. He therefore recommended firmncfs. with- 
out obftinacy, and moderation without' pufiUanimity, as 
that whiqh, notwithftanding every confequence, would 
ftill juftify the ftrongeft meafures iu the eyes of the 
public. 
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He therefore propofed tHc Houfe Ihould adjopm till 
Monday, in which, did nothing occur to give public 
affairs a more favourable afpeft, it would certainly be 
neceffary to refume the Committee on the ftate of the 
nation. The few days refpite which fuch an adjournment 
would afford might be employed as thofe which were pafled 
had been. He truftedthe welUmeant endeavours of fuch 
as wifhed to produce fomething like an union, might not 
again prove abortive. But he was bound in confcieucc 
once for all to 'declare, that while the prefent Miniftry re- 
tained their (ituations, every effort of that kind^ however 
laudable and well intended, mufl: be ufelcfs and unavail* 
able. 

. The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not rife to oppofe the The Chtn- 
motion of the right honourable gentleman, but was called «*»<>» ©^^^ 
up in very exprefs terms to ftate his objed^ions to the mode * «*!**'• 
of arraignment thus conftantly adopted by thofe on the 
oppofite fide of the Houfe. Againft all that very high Ian*- 
guage thus perfonally addrefied to him, he would only oppofe 
his fimple affertion, as no more argument was ufcd on one 
Gde than he (hould affe£l: on the other. Indeed he 
doubted not the Houfe would think with him that fuch ft 
torrent of criminating afTertions were not by any fa£tft 
whatever to be eftablifhed. He was confcious to himfelf no 
part of his public life or official conduct ftood in the Jeall 
need of any apology. 

• The delicacy of his prefent fituation required difcretion« 
He was determined to fuflain it with as much firmnefs 
and decency as he could. This rcfolution was the refuU 
of deliberation, and no inve£live or afperfion which the 
right honourable gentleman could throw out ihould divert 
him from that fort of behaviour he had already purfued ; 
he could only a£t in fo far as his own judgment directed 
him. This..dire£^ion he truftcd would not lead him into 
any very palpable miftake ; and while he retained a^ confr- 
dence of this kind, it was in vain to expeA he would be 
the dupe of any other. 

The right honourable gentleman, in faying they did not 
poffefs the requifites of a legal Adminiftration, was wrong;^ 
as they Certainly had every formality which belonged to 
them as the fervants^f the public. Thcfe epithets, fo well 
calculated to throw an odium on them, ^ere therefore im« 
properly applied 5 for whatever the right honourable gen- 
tleman might tbijik of a maioritv. Vie vicraXA. ti^ /&»« 
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that in every cafe a majority was to prefer ibe what in fuch 
and fuch circumftances it was proper for Miniftry to do. 
He did not believe there was a power in the Houfe of 
Commons for the control of the prerogative. He rather 
thought every branch of the Legiflature was inftitutcd to 
fecure the legal and cohftitutional exercife of the other. 
He hoped, therefore, that it would never be contended, 

. that the Sovereign, in creating Peers, or chufing his 
Minifters, muft firft afk leave of the Houfe. 

The right honourable gentleman had faid too, that there 

" was now no government in the country ; a^ allegation to 
which he would give an open and avowed negative. What ! 
were Minifters of no ufe but to attend their duty in Par- 
liament? Were there no official bufinefs to tranfad of ^, 
public and national description without the walls of the 
Houfe of Commons ? And whether thefe meafures or 
fchemes which depended on the afliftance and concurrence 
of Parliament, were or were not fufpcnded, undoubtedly 
other matters, however inferior they might be thought, 
came under their infpeflion and control. 

He wiihed, however, the right hon. gentleman would 
fpeak out. If His Majefty's Minifters were as criminal as 
he would infinuate, there were only two ways of rendering 
them amenable to their country, of criminating their con- 
du£t, or turning them out of place or power. Why doen 
not the right honourable gentleman come boldly forward 
and do one or other of thefe ? The charge of difturbing 
the tranquillity of the country, or impeding public bufi- 
nefs, he confidered as invidious and groundlefs. This he 
might retort, but he would not adopt the language of re^ 
^crimination. 

The Throne was ftill as acceflible ;a8 ever, and would ftiH 
liften to the voice of reafon and neceflSty. But it was as 
futile ad it was improper to be coming down from time to 
time to the Houfe founding the minds of gentlemen, and 
exciting them to crowd the ftandard of oppofition to a 
Miniftry which they had it fo much in their power to re* 
inove. It would be more manly as well as candid, to come 
at once to fome fpecific charge, and decide the fate of ^ 
Miniftry thus obnoxious and uncomplying. 

As for hi$ own part, he regarded all thofe kind of 
threatenings with great indifference. The right honour- 
able gentleman had undoubtedly exerted his utmoft to 
pint his cpndu£l in the wprft light i but ftill he was wil. 

ling 
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JJng to ftand forth in his own vindication. Nothing could 
be imputed to hiip for which he had any reafon to be 
afliamed. His heart, his principles, his hands were pure. 
And while he enjoyed the confcious fatisfadlion of his own 
mind, no language of the right honourable gentleman, 
no clamour, no artifice of party, no unfounded imputa- 
tions, (hould affeft him. He had already dated his conduft 
fairly and explicitly to the Houfe. He trufted it was not 
neceflary to repeat the fame things over again. By thefe 
reafons he wifhed to abide, and he trufted the Houfe would 
Hot diflent from him in prefuming that the motives which 
he affigned for whatever might feem peculiar in his fitua- 
tion, were not frivolous, but fatisfying. 

Lord North ftated, that the right honourable gentleman's W. Moitfc. 
infinuations put words in Mr. Fox's mouth which he had 
.not heard. His right honourable friend had only ftated, 
that the reign of the right honourable gentleman would 
tiot meet the wiflies of a majority in that Houfe, and was 
moft undoubtedly hoftile to the inclination of the public in 
general. In aflerting that there was no government, Mr. 
Fox never pretended to deny that there was a Lord of the , 
Treafury, a Lord of the Admiralty; thefe were fa£l:s which 
all the world knew, and many regretted. But he meant to 
affert, that the conftitutional objedT: of thofe feveral infti- 
tutions was annihilated. A Government indeed there was, 
but it had no check, it wanted energy. — It had neither con- 
fidence nor regarded the control of Parliament — It was 
without credit and without refponfibility — Its very cxif- 
tence depended on a violation of the privileges which difs- 
tinguiftied the Houfe of Commons. A majority of that 
Houfe had already decided its fate ^nd fealed its perdition. 

He controverted the ftatement by Mr. Pitt of what be- 
longed to a legal Government, and faid, that the prefent 
had few or none of thofe attributes, which according to 
the conftitution of a free country conftitutcd a legal autho-^ 
rity. He was aftonifhed that the Minifter would not retire 
without every degree of exertion which the Houfe could 
put in adlion for that purpofe. A change was demanded 
and an addrefs urged — Before Parliament either adopted 
the one or the other, it was fit that the world fliould be 
apprized who called for an addrefs, who challer^ged a charge^ 
who rendered both neceflary. But was the right honour- 
able gentleman prepared to juftify this ftrbng and indifpen* 
(able exertiouj to his country, his own mind^ or that Houfe f 
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What could he plead iorhinifelf againft fuch an accufacioal 
Did it originate with him or thofc who made it ? Wai 
the form of the Conftitution to be prefcrvcd or ck^ 
rifhed at the expence of its fpirit ? An addrefs mud be 4t 
tended with that ciFe£l which it was meant to prodiice 
But was it not proper to take every precaution in th 
power of the Houfe to avoid it ? The language of fuch : 
meafure could never be conciliating ^ and furely our diflfe 
rences were already wide enough. No new exceptions wcr 
ncceflary to augment or create antipathies. 

He therefore much approved of his right honourabl 

friend's motion for adjournment. He was certain of hi 

proceeding in every thing with manlinefs and decenq 

He knew his fenfibilities to be ftrong; but thefe wci 

under the control of a found mind and an incorrupt 

blc- heart. 

BwlNttgent Earl Nugent faid, that he for one did not believe that 

j(n^ority of that Houfe were ready to fubfcribe to the adm 

niitratioa of a Di£kator^ and to receive again into tl 

public fervice the author of the Eaft-India bill. To tl 

right honourable gentleman, perfonally, he had no obje 

tion ; he thought his talents were of a commanding ai 

fuperior nature ^ that his genius was profound and ine 

hauftible ; his mind firm and adventurous. He would { 

farther ; he was ready to fay, that in fuch a moment 

the prefent, the country flood in need of fuch a Miniili 

We could not go on inx the beaten path ; we could not 

faved by the common quality of meafures ; we wanted { 

activity of fuch a man as the right honourable gentlema 

but he wifhed to fee him only making the part of an A 

miniftration, not monopolizing the power. His aid, I 

affiftance, would give vigour and energy to any fyftei 

but the conftitution of this country would not adirtit tV 

the^fole and didatoiial power fhould be vefted in one qtk 

It was therefore his opinion that the majority of that Hoi 

were not prepared to fee the right honourable gentlem 

rife in his air balloon, and elevate himfelf over the cc 

ftitutional heads of the State. A great deal of clamc 

had been fet up againft fecret advifers, and the fecrct 

fiuencd of the Crown : he did not believe that thofc >w 

excited the clamour, believed that there was any fuch thi 

Ss the dangerous influence of fecret advice. It had \k 
be inceffant clamour of the prefent reign ; it began wh 
(he £arl of Bute left his office^— then it was, that the i< 
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of fccret advlfers was firft darted, and of a dark Influence ' 

behind the Throne. Indeed in the adm'iniftration of Sit 
Robert Walpole, it was the cry of Parliament that there 
^ was an influence; that Royal favour run all in one direc*** 
tion, by one fet of men poflefling the ear of the Crown ; 
but with men of fenfe all thU clamour availed nothing ; it 
was perfe£ily underftood; and men knew that it was the 
mere expedient of party. 

It was now afl[erted with a very high tone, that a noble 
Earl had no right to go into the clofet of the King to give 
His Majefty advice, although that noble Earl was by his 
rank and fortune fet in fo diflinguiihed a place in the coun- 
try, and though he was fo deeply involved in its intereftsj 
It Mras the clear and indlfputable right of every citizen to 
give advice to Hi^ Majefty when he was called upon to do 
. fo ; and he muft be allowed to fay, that the nobleEarl; by 
his high rank and fortune, was much better intitled to give 
advice to the Crown than thofe who poflfefled not the fame 
pretenfions, and who at lenft had not the fame reafons for 
exerting thcmfelves in the deliverance of their country. 
God forbid, he faid, that he ihould prefume to fearch into 
the hearts and motives of men. He wifhed to fpeak of 
them only from appearances ; and on this ground, he faid* 
that judging between the noble Earl who had been arraigned 
for giving advice to His Majefty, and thofe who arraigned 
him, appearances were in favour of the. noble Earl ; appears 
ances were in favour of him who had a. great ftake in the 
tovmtry, rather than of thofe who had much to hope fer 
' and iittle to lefe. When he fpoke iu.this manner be muft 
not be underftood to infei^ that the right honourable gentle»> 
tnanoppofite to him was not conne£led with men ot lain 
•property and of great influence in the country ; he certainnf 
wasib; and no man in this kingdpm was, he believed, fo 
powerfully and fo generally fupported; at the fame time ct 
would not be too much for h'un to £ay, that it might be con- 
venient for the right honourable gentleman, as well as for 
many of his friends, to come into o£Bce again. He vowed to 
God that he was not his enemy. He vowed to God at the 
fame* time that he was not connected with the right honous- 
able-gontleman who was now at the head of theTreafury* 
He w;M<conne£ted with no roan, nor fet of men ; nor did he 
think either the two right honourable gentlemen, or any two 
. men in the kingdom, of fufficient importance, as that the. 
peace,, the.order, the pra£lice of the Conftitution, ihould be 
faci'ificed to iht^i ; he vowed to God. he did not. In regard 



26 t>ARLIAMENTARY A. i7»4, 

with tliat of his own he was proud to boaft, aflume the ak 
or the charafler of didlators. He had never renounced hu 
allegiance to that Houfe. He had never flood forth^ in op< 
pofitioh to its decifions, the avowed and u neon ili tut ional 
advocate of Royal prerogative. He had never called himfeli 
the Minifter of the Crown. He had always adled a^reeabk 
to the decifions of the Houfe, and the intereft of his confti- 
tuents. If fuch was the conduftof a diftator, if fuch wen 
the fentiments of a diflator^ he was bold to acknowledge 
them, and to avow that he glojri^d in thenu 

Much had been faid of the fubordinate appointn^ents o! 
that Aduiiniftration with'which he had the honour and the 
happinefs to be xionneSted. He was convinced that meril 
had, on this point, ever been the rule of decifion. Hi 
therefore challenged and dared enquiry on this ground, am 
would even hazard his reputation on the deciiion of thii 
queftion. 

The noble Lord bad a£Fe£led a difrerpe<5l for the late refo 
lutions of the Houfe, refpe£king the prefent Adminiftration 
Thefe he had treated in ji tnanper not altogether becominj 
the chara£ter of a member of the Houfe. Thefe refolutiont 
however^ he thought himfelf bound to believe well founded 
till fuch time as they were refcind^d, ,or as they appeared t( 
hin^|:o reft on falfe grounds. The noble Lord had expreilec 
a hope, that they would fpon. be refcinded. He wifhed tc 
meet the noble Lord on this ground. He hoped lie would 
make a motion for this purpofe at a f^bfequent meetings nol 
far diftant and early in the day, as he was not on every oo 
cafion difpofed to honour the Houfe with his prcfence to tiu 
conclufion of a long diet, nor to give the deciiion the fano 
tion of his concurrence and vote. 

He wiflied therefore to refcue himfelf, his friends, aad tfaji 
Houfe from the falfe imputations of the noble Lord. Hu 
character, nor his principles he had never laboured tQ coil' 
ceal; with refpedl to them, he challenged enquiry-^ He wa? 
confcious of his own integrity, and conHrmed in the gob* 
fcioufnefs of the rectitude of his own condv6i by the Wh 
peated refolutions of the Houfe. He had never aflumed the 
char^£ler of a di6lator. He had never appeared as the meat 
candidate of popular approbation. He had never ftood ford) 
the unconftitutional cbanapion of prerogative. He had nevei 
attempted to deftroy the equality and importance of indj' 
viduajs by trying them by their property; nor had he evei 
aflert^, that the great and opuknt were the only perfons that 
'X9ipra94 the atte^tioQ of the Sovereign, or refpedi from th< 
I -. ... l^iiUtiYt 
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legiflatfvfe or executive Adminiftration of the country, 
Thefe were charges from which he was exempt, and which 
he hoped would never be laid at his door. 

The motion of adjournment was then put, and agreed 
to. Adjourned to Monday, 

February 2. 

Mr. Grofvcnor rofe as foon as the ordinary bufinefs of the Mr. Grof- 
day was conciuded. His rifing was attended by a dead **"°'* 
filence in the Houfe, as the motion which he was about to 
make had been formed by the country gentlemen who held 
the different meetings at the St. Alban's tavern, for the pur- 
pofe of eftedling an union of the different parties that then 
divided the attention and confidence of Parliament. He faid, 
that as nothing could tend more eff*e£tually to deftroy the 
country than inteftine divifions, fo nothing could tend more 
cffe6lually to retrieve .the credit of the nation, and render 
her refpedlable in the eyes of Europe, and formidable to her 
enemies, than an union of all the able and great n^cn in the 
kingdom, and a coalition on a broad bafis, of all the con- 
tending parties, which at that moment divided the Houfe. 
To effeft fuch an union, had been the pbjedl of many re- 
fpe6laWe country gentlemen, who^ wifhing to avert the dan- 
gers that might well be apprehended from the divifions which, 
had of late prevailed, had met feveral times, in order to de- 
vife means to bring about fo defirable an end. Several of 
themhad feparately recommended union in the Houfe; but 
the recommendation of individuals had hitherto been with- 
out effedl. It was the wifli, therefore, of the gentlemen to 
whom he had alluded, that a refolution fhould be offered to 
the Houfe, which, if it fliould be adopted, would of courfe 
have that weight, which did not attend a recommendation 
from any number of individuals, in their feparate and pri- 
vate capacities. A motion to that efiedt had been drawn, up, 
which he IJiewed to many gentlemen ; and he was happy to 
fay there was not one who faw it, who did not declare it 
gave him perfeft fatisfaftion, and hoped that it would now 
meet with th« cpncprrence of the whole Houfe" He con- 
cluded by moving, ^' That it is the opinion of this Houfe, 
that the prefent arduous and critical fituation of public af- 
fairs requires the exertion of a firm, efficient, extended, 
united Adminiftration; entitled* to the confidence of the peo- 
ple, and'fuch as may have a tendency to piit an . end to th(B 
imfortunate divifions and diftradtions pf t^iis jcountry." 

1e ? TV^ 
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The Hon. Thc Honourable Jamis Luitnli feconded the motibn. Hf 
J. Luurell. }iad declined for fome years attending party ^ueftions founded 
on private ambition ^ but was happy to join with indepep- 
deot men, whofe object was the public good. The Parlia* 
ment met in vain to raife the public credit of the nation, pr 
give laws to the Eaft Indies, unlefs a Arong, extended an4 
^united Adminiftration can be forn^ed : he wifhed, therefbrCi 
to fee the ableft men in the nation joined upon public princi- 
ples. How could a Government regulate the a^irs of India, 
when by the time one fyftem of regulation arrived in that 
diftant part of the empire, the very.reverfe might be fuppofed 
on its paflage out; for the Adminiftrations muft become a 
fucceffion of contradi^ions, if the violent opponents were to 
change fides every fix months. Both parties he conceived 
too ftrong for either to govern the kingdom ; and public cre- 
jBit muft fink every day more and more, till Government wa$ 
ilrong enough to carry on with vigour the bufinefs of the nasr 
tion. Europe was, in his opinion, ftill purfuing a fyflem of 
piaritime power, to humble the confequence of Great Bri- 
tain, and finally deprive her of all her foreign dependencies : 
but we muft have peace at home, before our Government 
would have leifure to )ook abroad. He recommended to have 
always an equal force in the Eaft Indies with foreign powers 
during the peace, left the Dutch fliould return the complinuni ^ 
we paid them at St. Euftatia, o|: France imitate that mode df 
commencing a war with us. 

He obferved, that the honour of Parliament, and the ho- 
nour of the nation being ihfeparable, no etiquette ought to 
iland in the way of union ; and he copceived, th^t if the pre- 
fent Chancellor of the Exchequer was intended to have that 
office in the new Adminiftration, as had been rumoured, he 
did not fee it neceilary to move him from his office by refig* 
nation, becaujTe he cpuld not be appointed by more conflitu* 
tional hands than the Soverieign, whofe clear prerogative it wa$ 
to appoint his Minifters, That in our prefent difputes and 
quarrels, he really thought we muft appear to all the world ^ 
nation of geefe, rather than a nation of foxes.. 
^r George Sir George Cornwall defired to caution the Houfe againft 
t» nw^ii. confidering the fpeech of the honourable gentleman who fe- 
conded the motion, as containing the fentiments of the meet- 
ing where the motion had been firft propofed and thought 
expedient to be made in the Houfe. That meeting had not 
argued in th^ manner in which the honourable gentleman ha4 
delivered himfelf. The honourable gentleman. Sir George 
^fefved, had declared hjmfelf to be a fair, independent and 

imjpartiajl 
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impartial man. He did not doubt in the lead, that he was- 
the character he declared he was ; but he could not help fay- 
ing, he wifhed his fpeech had been as fair and impartial as 
the honourable gentleman had profefled himfelf. 

The Hon. James Luttrell rofe again, and faid, he certainly The Hon. 
bad not fpoken the fentiments of the refpedlable meeting at J» LuttrdU 
Inded to, nor afie£ked to have fpoken thofe fentiments. It 
might be very proper for. the chairman of that meeting tc 
have declared what the fentiments of that meeting were, but 
it would have not only been improper, but highly indecent 
for him, a private individual, to have taken fuch a liberty. 

Sir Edward AJiley paid a handfome compliment to Mr. SirE^wari 
Luttrell, who, he faid, had fhewed himfelf no lefs able in ^^^^"i* 
that Houfe than he had proved himfelf at fea. He then ob- 
served to the Houfe, that having been prevented by the bad- 
nefs of the weather, from attending his duty fooner fince the 
liolidays, he had not given a vote \ot any ot thofe refolutions, 
which had been fince fo much the fubjeik of public convcrfa- 
tion : when he read them, he felt unfpeakable concern, be- 
caufe he faw that in the great ftruggle of contending parties, 
the public fervice muft neceflarily fufier. He had often given 
his opinion of the coalition, which had carried thofe refolu- 
•tions through the Houfe ; and he had often expofed himfelf 
• to be well trimmed and cut up, as the phrafe is, for havings 
ventured to condemn it : and, indeed, it would in general be 
imprudent, in fo poor a fpeaker as he was, to provoke the 
wit and fatireof the able fpeakers over againft him ; but when 
there was a queftion of his country's good, he would difre- 
gard what they could fay to him, and he would freely deliver 
his opinion. He was forry he had not been able to attend 
the meeting of that defcription of gentlemen, to which he 
belonged, the country gentlemen ; but if he had, he certaih- 
ly would not concur with them in the refolution now under 
the confideration of the Houfe. The country had already 
fuffered greatly by the coalition ; the very name of which ac- 
tually flunk in the nation ; and therefore he would not vote 
for another coalition, which fliould bring back again inter 
power thofe very men whom he had been fo happy to fee 
driven from it.. CJonfiftent, therefore, with his former princi- 
ples, with his oppofition tb the American War, with his op- 
pofition to thofe who carried it on, and fupported it, and 
with his abhorrence of the idea of giving them any counte- 
nance, he would not bind himfelf to countenance any propofi- 
tion, which would tend to bring again into power thofe very 
jperfons whom he had io long oppofed. 
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Ir. iPowyst Mr* Pinvys lamented that his honourable friend fhould op« 
pofe a refolution which he was in hopes would have met a 
pretty general, if not unanimous, concurrence of the Houfe* 
Whatever might be his honourable friend's opinion of the 
coalition, which by the bye he himfelf had not very well- di- 
gefted as yet, the queftion was not now, whether that coalU 
tion ought or ought not to have been formed ; it was now in 
exiftence ; it was formidable from its numbers, and from the 
abilities of thofe who compofed it ; and it was fupported by a 
majority of the Houfe. But this was not all : the Houfe had 
thought proper to go fo far as to declare it had no confidence 
in the prefeut Adminiftration j and whether from good mo- 
tives, or bad motives, or no motives at all, the Houfe not 
only pailed this declaration, but alfo adhered to it. It was 
impoffible, therefore, that the prefent Minifters could carry- 
on the bufinefs of the nation ; and confequently, while fuca 
a declaration exiiled, they could not remain Minifters. His 
honourable friend muft be therefore convinced, that a general 
coalition was now become a matter of neceflity, not of choice; 
and that a man could not oppofe it, without voting, in cf- 
feft, thatthebufineftof the nation fhould ftand ftill, to the 
titter ruin of all our affairs. When his honourable friend 
fhould have well confidered all thefe points, he made no 
3oubt but he would concur with him in fupporting a motion, 
the objeft of which was, to caufe an Adminiftration to be 
formed, which fhould be able to carry through that ^oufe 
and the other, fuch meafures as fhould be found calculated to 
promote the public good. 
/ir. Mar- Mr. Martin faid he would not take up for a minute the at- 
in, tention of the Houfe. The honourable gentleman who fpoke 

laft but one, had fa well cxprefled his fentiments on the pre- 
fent queftion, that he would barely fay, that he moft heartily 
concurred with him in every thing he had faid. 
•tr Cecil Sir C^aV /iPr-tfy oppofed the motion. He thought he could 

•^"y* not, confiftent with his duty, give a vote which might con- 
tribute to recal back again to the cabinet thofe very men, who^ 
for the daring attack made by them on the rights and proper- 
ty of their fellow citizens, had been fo very juftly, and fo 
• very properly difmifled by His Majefty from his fervices, 
fome of whom ought to have been brought to the fcaffi>Id. 
Exclufive of this general ohje£l:ion to the reftoration of the 
late Minifters of the Crown, he had a particular objeftion to 
the motion then before the Houfe : it ftated, that there were 
ilivifions and diftradlions among the people. He wifhed fome- 
body would prove, or ^t leaft attempt to proye that afIertioj>: 
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for his part, he did not bcljeve one ^rord of it ; he behaved 
the people were nearly all bisjne opinion relative to the men 
who at prefent advifol the Crown, and thofe who had been 
lately dii'mifled from the fervjce of his Majefty. He believed 
that the former were generally efteemed, regarded, and be- 
lieved by the people to be a wife, an honeft and virtuous fet 
of 'men ; while the latter were looked upon as perfons who 
had been defervedly driven from power, becaufe they had at- 
tempted to abufe it, for the purpofe of raifing a new and un- 
conftitutional power in the ftate, and invading the moft f»- 
cred rights of the people. There was fcarcelv a fecond opi- 
nion on this fubje6l without doors ; and therefore he was well 
founded in his obje£lion to that part of the motion, which 
ftated that there exifted divifions and diftradtions, becaufe the 
Houfe had of late held a language different from that of the 
people. The Houfe had declared, that it had no confidence 
in the prefent Miniflers; but the addreflas which poured in 
from different parts of the kingdom fhewed that the people 
placed the higheft confidence in them ; and confequently thefo 
addrefles proved, that the voice of the Houfe of Commons 
was no longer the voice of the people of England. He wifli-^ 
ed moft devoutly, that by way of trial on whom the confi- 
dence of the nation refted, the Members had been fent back 
to their conftituents by a diflblution : he was fure it would 
then have been found that the prefent, and not the late Mi- 
niftry, poflefled the confidence of the nation ; and then the 
prefent advifers of the Crown would have been able to free . 
themfelves from the ihackles forged for them by the framer^ 
of the late refolutioos which had pafled the Houfe. 

Sir Peter Burrell expreffed his aftonifhment that the prefent Sir Peter 
Miniflers fhould have given fo much trouble to the Houfe, af- fi'*"«"» 
ter the explicit declaration that it bad no confidence in them. 
One might have imagined that fuch a declaration would hs^ve 
produced a proper efifed, and made the Miniflers retire, whea 
they found they could no longer expe£l to carry on the bufi- 
nefs of the nation in a Houfe which placed no confidence i|i 
them. Were the refolutions of the Houfe to remain a mere 
dead letter? Were th^y to be inpperative ? Were they to 
fland folely as a monument of the difgrace of that Houfe, and 
of its impotent folly in having paQed refolutions whjch it was 
notable to enforce ? The dignity of the Houfe called for far- 
ther proceedings; its honour was deeply engaged, and it 
could not now. recede, without furrendering its own confe- 
quence, its dignity, and its honour ; and without betraying 
ibe moft ^Atial rights of thofe whom they reprefented, and 
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to (bpport whofe weight and infloence in this Conilitution 
was one great part of their public duty. 
Governor Governor Johnjione faid that this appeal to the honoar of 
Johnflone. ^^ Houfe had heretofore produced the worft 9( confequeiices ; 
and he was apprehenfive, that a miftaken notion of honour 
might plunge the Houfe into difficulties and conteils, which 
every honeft man ought to prevent as far as lay in his power. 
It was this idea of falfe honour which fet the Houfe of Com- 
mons at variance with their conftituents on the great queAion 
of the Middlefex eIe6lion, and involved it in a conteft, which 
ended by no means to the honour of that Houfe : for the at^ 
tempts which were renewed every year, notwithftanding the 
disheartening circumftance of repeated defeats, for refcinding 
the refolution on that queftion, fucceeded at laft, and the re- 
folution was expunged ; fo that the journals now bore witnefs 
that the Commons had adlually fpoken a language difl^rent 
from that of the people : and what made them fpeak fuch a 
language ? A falfe idea of dignity and honour, which operated 
like a charm on the minds of men, and fet them at variance 
with the people. It was an appeal alfo to the honour of the 
-Houfe, which procured fupport for the American war ; geri- 
tieroen having once voted for it, were called upon to a6t "with 
confiftency, and not betray the honour of the Houfe, which, 
flood committed, as it was argued, by the firft vote that was 
^iven on that great and important queftion. This appeal to 
the honour of the Houfe might, in the prefent in fiance, in- 
volve it in the moft difagreeable confequences ; and therefore 
he begged gentlemen would confider, hot that they had given 
fuch or fuch a vote already, but whether adherence to that 
vote Would be found prejudicial or advantageous to the 
public. 
Mr.Foy, Mr. Fox adopted the motion with the utmoft readincfir. 
He would not, however, confider it, or have it confidereil 
by the Houfe, as including a fenfc which it did not bear, 
and with which thofc who adled with him could not agre^. 
It was, in his apprehenfion, fubftantially the fame with that^ 
which the public cxpefted this day from the Houfe, It 
went to all the points which gentlemen could wifh, as it ex- 
' prcffcd a fentiment in which the public feemed not a little 
cordial, that the prefent fituation of this country with re- 
fped to an Adminiftration, was, at leaft, not altogether fa- 
tisfadory. 

In fuch an idea he doubted not every one was ready to 
join. He did not indeed conceive how a different opinion 

could 
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could be entertained. At leaft, whoever would coiitradift 
this idea, were, ift hismind, bound to (hew that all the Houfe 
had been doing for fonie time back was radically and cffen- 
tially wrong. Conceiving the propofition as thus dated, he 
wouidgive.il his firmeft and moft cordial fupport, which 
he begged the Houfe would believe he would not do from 
any motives of accommodation whatever. The fenfc in 
which he underftood it, as ftatcd to the Houfe, ftruck his 
mind as a complete approbation of all thofe fteps which the 
conduft of Miniftry had impofed oh them, and which they 
could not depart from till the Miniftry fet them an example 
of relinquilhing their lituation. It gave d'ecifion to their 
proceedings, and proclaimed aloud that they were not con- 
tent with thofe who at prcfent filled the oftenfible depart- 
ments of State. And he would be glad to fee the man who 
would give the negative to this propofition. What but this 
difconteut, this ominous, this portentous difcontent^ could' 
have proved fuch a bar to public bufinefs } 

Under this notion of the refolution now moved, he was 
under the neceflity of recalling the attention of the Houfe 
to a variety of topics,, of which no man who revolved in 
his mind the prefent difientions which prevailed, could be 
wh<^ly ignoMnt. Thefc conftituted the fubjeft of every 
public and private circle in the kingdom, and very juflly^ * 
as involving whatever was dear to'men, either as individuals 
or members of one great fociety, which depended on the • 
iffue of the prefent difpute. 

Gentlemen were not to learn that the weakhefs of any 
Adminiftration, as rendering it inefficient, muft alfo render 
it a bad one to this country. For what was to be done 
without a Parliament? How were public affairs to be carried 
on againft the reprefentatives of the people, not only with- 
out their concurrence, hut in fiat oppofition to their defire? 
Thus circumftanced, the beft men on earth would be inade^ 
quate to fuch a fituation.. The Government of this coun- 
try did not- require ability or virtue fingly or combined^ 
nor any othec perfonal qualities of the moft popular defcrip* 
tion pofiible to conceive. But all thefe united were ab- 
folutely infignificant without fuch an influence as would al- 
ways carry the. Houfe along with it on every material and 
intere^ing queftion. 

Why then did the Houfe make it a point to remove the 
prefent fervants of the Crow^i ? Not certainly from any 
perfonal motives or avcrfions, but folcly bec^ufe their re- 

.Vot.XIII. F \ivtLvci5^ 
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taining their fituatioa on the grounds of an undue and nn- 
cooftitutionalinHucnce was an impedimenrto the progrds 
of national bu(incfs. This was an objeA on which the fcvoi* 
ral refolutiQns c^ the Houre, concerning the aukward condi* . 
tion in which Lhcy ft^, in regard to the executive power, 
undoubtedly were founded ; and till thefe were done away^ 
it was inapc^bie any folid union, any form of union what« 
evef, between the two fides of the Houfe, could take 
place. 

His opinion of fuch an union as had been defired, was no 
fecret. He thanked God the perfonaL facrifices which he 
was or might be called tp make, would prove no obftacle 
whatever, A punftilio between perfons merely, were piti* 
f»I and abrur4 indeed, where fo much was at fiake: nomaa 
cpold expe£l: any thing, like a relinquifhment of principle 
Of i^onpur ; and thefe great and efiential qualities fecured, 
what had any map, who wifhed well to his country, which 
he would not renounce in her favour ? Was it perfonal coiw* 
fequen^c or perfonal pride which could fland a moment in 
competition witb.duty ? He, for one, detefted the imputa^ 
tipn. The prefent ftate of the country Jeroanded a perma^ 
nent Adminiftration, and where was the individual who did- 
« not think hi^^^felf bound by every obligation which coidd" 
attach the heart ai\d aiFe{]tions of a man to his country, Mj 
niainkipd^ tp contribute all in his power in effeding this 
eycnt ? 

He trufted at the fame time it would, as it well deferv^ed, 
be r^Wmbered that they were not now fettling any point 
of cereiTio.oy ajxiopg perfons. The punctilio which re« 

' mained to be adj.ufted was, in fafi, between the Houfe and 
the. f^ryants or fcrvaut of the Crown ; and the queftioa 
now to b^ decided was, whether his opinion, his authority^ 
Of that of the Houfe was to prevail } Should he be able to 
fuppprt himfelf againft a majority of the Houfe^ then tfae^ 
buiinef^ ofthe pubUc was at an end ; or fbould his obftinacy , 
and Lingering in ogice weary thofe who had hitherto oppor- 

- fed hun of djiiog their duty, and by that means fecure hini- 
ultimately fuch. a majority merely. aTs might carry on the 
objjsAs of parliamentary dilcuffion, from that moment the^ 
Cppft'itutioa would be irrecoverably ruined. This great 
obje£l flared every man of fenfe in the face. It was big 
with mifchief, as terminating in a diifolution of that divine 
Conftitution which had already fubfifted fo long and fo 
glorioufly* 

The 
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Tke prerogatives of the Crown were mctttibned by two 
honoorable fiaronets, as liot a little afie£led hj the conduft 
of the Houfe; and one of them had exprefstjr declared, 
that fo far as it^ interfered with that of the Crown chnfing 
its own Minifters^ he could not go with it. He was forrjr 
it had fo happened during this important debate, that the 
di{lin£):ion which the Conftitution had eftablifhed between a 
free and an abfolute monarchy, had required fo ofteri to bfe 
ftaied. He declared, that thc.moft confummate ruin would 
be the inevitable and immediate confequence of'carrying any 
of thofc prerogatives which diftinguifhed th©^ refpeftivt 
eftates of the Conftitution to ei^cefs. Were this Houfe oil 
all occafions to be conftantly overawed by prerogative? 
Were the Royal powers Which the Conftitution vefled ih 
the Crown intended to have fuch an operation ? No manf, 
he truft^d, would hold fuch opinions ; no man dared to hold 
fuch language in a free Parliament. 

Many were the prerogatives of the, Commons ; but wh6 
\Vould affirm that thefe were intended to a£t in a man* 
ner oppofitfe to, or inconfiftent with the piibfic welfare ? It 
was precifely the fame cafe in both. His M^efty had uni- 
doubtedly the power of chufing his own Miniftefs, and th6 
Houfe of Commons of affigning the fupplies. But werfe 
the one t6 take into his^ fervice any men, or fet of men, 
moft dcfirable to the Royal inclination, without any re- 
gard to how fuch an appointment might operate on thi 
public, might not the Houfe, with the .fame propriety^ 
withhold the purfe of the people ? Both extremes ought to 
be avoided, becaufe equally injurious to public welfare and 
that Conftitution which depends on the tendency of all it« 
feperate and combined virtti^ to this one great and fubftan* 
tial objca:. 

This he ftated only to fliew how carefulby^ the feveral 
powers of the Conftitution were guard^ againft that prohe- 
nefe to abufe or proftitution which ftill adhered to all exe- 
cutive governments ; and 'w6 were undoubtedly taUght by it 
this capital leffon, that the Crown was endowed with no 
faculty whatever of a private nature; that all its fundions 
were inftituted for public benefit ; and that whenever they 
were otherwife'emplbyed, the Conftitution and the country- 
were effentially affefted. 

But why had this Houfe fo much intereft in the choice of 
Minifters ? Ahd why wefe all the operations of the Confti* 
tution endowed with this public tendency? The reafon. 

Fa ^ wh^ch 
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which to his miod was fjerfeftly fatisfaftory, was, that as 
the bufinefs of the public were only fo many aftions of con- 
iidence and truft, the Mioiiler was confequently . under 
the neceffity of poffeffing their good opinion in a very emi- 
nent degree, in order to be qualified for guiding an active 
and vigorous Government. 

In voting for the army extraordinaries, in voting cfpcci- 
ally for .the navy, and in voting for a variety of other 
things, he confidered the Houfe as voting literally, and in 
every fenfe of the word, fo much credit. How then was 
the Minifter, who oppofed a majority of the Houfe, to 
poflfefs this influence ? How could be command thefe things, 
which muft, however, be done, and without which there 
could be no Government, no Conftitution, not even the 
veftiges of what we had always been, a people not lei's illuf- 
trious for our liberty than for our greatnefs ? While, there- 
fore, the duty of a Minifter confifted in coalefcing with a 
majority in Parliament, and in bowing to their decifion, it 
was ma;dnefs to think o( exifting a moment in fuch a capa* 
city without that neceflary and conftituiional fupport. It 
was here they were to look for a fanftion to all their mea- 
fures, where they might expeft an affiftance equal to their 
exigence and principle, and where they would always find 
an afylum from thofe who difliked and wiflied to deftroy 
them. This would give them dignity and weight, and 
fecond all their exertions. But wiihcut this, no fort of in- 
fluence, whether perfonal or relative, would do them any 
credit, or bring them any tblid fanftion. His w^onhy col- 
league had referred to the people ; and another gentleman 
(Commodore Johnftone) had ftated it as hard, that for the 
fake of mere pundlilio, the Houfe fhould be obliged to ad-»- 
drefs the Throne, or his Majefty, to change his Minifters^ 
or the people to difplace one who poffefled their confidence. 

He thought it was but fair that the matter fhould be 
ftated fairly to the Houfe. It was a good argument to fay 
the people of England were not reprefented fufficiently, 
when that was the fubje ft. before the Houfe, as it then had 
its natural influence, and it anfwered the purpofe for which 
it was intended. It was an unfair, and not a true mode of 
rcafoning, to fay that this Houfe was not a full reprefenta- 
tion of the people, therefore its authority was of no weight 
in the C6nftitution. Did not this give the Crown fuch a 
manifeft advantage in tb& Conftitution as put it in immi- 
nent 
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nent danger ? Might he not fay, fince by your own confef- 
lion, the people are not reprefented, the Houfe of Commons 
itiuft be infignificant and ufelefs ? The bufinefs of the coun- 
try can better, more expeditiouily, and with greater una- 
nimity, be carried on without it. % 

In that cafe, where were the people of this country to 
look for relief or find proteftion ? Not certainly in the 
Houfe of Lords. For however that part of the Legiflature 
operated, no man would fay it ever could be of any confc- 
quence as one of the great barriers of freedbm. 1 he only 
conftitutional afylum of genuine liberty, he knew, even ia 
this land of liberty, was the Houfe of Commons, where the 
people of England affembled by their delegates and claimed . . 
an independence and a weight in the government, which 
they did in no other kingdom in the world. He wiftied 
gentlemen, therefore, would beware of extending their 
wi{hes for a reform of their reprefentation any farther than 
was juft. That the Houfe was, in its prefent conftitution, 
but an imperfeft reprefentation of the Commons of Eng- 
land, no man was more ready to own, and no man would 
go farther lengths than he would in accomplifhing a reform 
in that very material particular. But it was improperly ap- 
plied to the prefent queftion ; for it went to annihilate that 
fyftem of reprefentation which it would be dangerous to do 
before there was a better in its room. 

The honourable Baronet too had appealed, for the fenfc 
of the people, to the variety of addreffes which were manu- 
fadluring, probably for the purpofe of flattering the prefent 
Adminift ration. Thefe at Icaft were conjured up in fuch a 
manner, made their appearance in fuch a queftionable fliape, 
and owed their exiftence to fuch means, that, in his opi- ^ 
nion, they might well damn a very ftrong, but could never 
prove any very folid fupport to a weak and tottering Admi- 
niftration. He could only fpeak of thofe places of the 
country he knew 5 and many of thefe were not certainly 
the lead refpeftable in the kingdom. But in thefe all was 
hitherto fullen Clence. No one more patriotic than others 
had yet, in a variety of the mod capital counties in the 
kingdom, come forward, and urged this- moft acceptable 
meafure. In Middlefex his very worthy colleague would 
own there did not feem any very prefling and aftive propen- 
(ity for a meafure thus courtly and defirable. The artifices 
lifed fo near at hand were no inexprefTive fpeciniens/of thofe 
which, being at a greater diftance from the fcene of acf 
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tion, could be the "more perfeclly accompliftied, without 
that ridicule and contempt which were the certain conco- 
mitants of dete£lion. 

He had alfo heard of an addrefs in the city of Weftmin- 
fter, which undoubtedly was one of the molt curious and 
fingular that ever was carried any where, or by any indivi* 
duals, of^any defcription. This would, to be fure, flourifii, 
as well as another of -the fame fort, in a Gazette ; but he 
1>elie¥ed his own colleague, fond as he feemed to be of fiich 
a mode of collefling the opinion of the people, would not 
like to join the party who (hoold prefent fuch an addrefs at 
St. James's^ He, for his own part, was aftonifhed that any 
Miniilry or party could be fo blind, fo proud to their popu- 
larity, fo eager to retain their fituation, or fo folicitous for 
a jconfidence they had forfeited, as to think that the good 
fenfe of the people of England were to be thus abufed. 
To imagine that praiftices of this defcription would conci- 
liate the good opinion of the public, was in faft treating 
them with indignity ilnd infult. A device fo fhallow and 
barefaced was enough to ruin the heft caufe ; and were it 
even to be adopted by thelieft men, would alfo ruin them ; 
and he trufted the people of this country would not rafhly 
take the opinion of it from a medium fo groflly and palpa^* 
bly partial. Indeed there was at prefent no other legal way 
of learning what the general voice was but the fenfe of 
the Houfe; and by that, till another, abetter, and a more 
deci five one took place, they were bound by the conftitu- 
tion, ftrifl-ly, firmly, literalFy^ and uniformly to abide*. 

Here then was the great obftacle to that defirable Union 
which fo refpe<aable a body of individuals in that houfe had 
fo much at heart. The right honourable gentleman, fot 
no reafon he has deigned to give, will confeht to refign a 
fituation, which itwerc treachery to the Houfe, to the pub- 
lic, to the Conftitution, to admit. The refplutionsof the 
Houfe were oppofed to him as the Minifter of the Crown. 
Whether therefore are thefe ta be fupported in oppofition 
to the Minifter, or the Minifter in oppofition to thefe > 
Would fuch a competition -bear a queftion in this Houfe ? 
Heroes hold ^is head high enough, but the dignity of the 
Houfe muft not yield to him, nor to any individual what- 
ever. What reafons has he once condefgended to produce 
for his ftrange, unprecedented condufl:? Can he imagine 
thisHoufe are to credit his bare aflertions, in flat oppofition 
to the moft decifive circumftances ? Might it not be expec- 
ted 
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ted that any one in fuch a fitu«66fi would be glad to afFordf 
the Houfc every fatisfafkion in their power ? H^s he in any 
cafe whatever ugnified the leaft inclination of this kind ? 
And what conftru£iion kfe than a direfl: infult to the dig- 
luty of Parliament, not to mention the feelings of indivi* 
djualsj can fnch a demeanour bear ? 

But the honourable gentleman, with the mod provident 
attention to thofe aflairs which his peculiar oBftinacy fo 
cffcntially mars and deranges, mull fee the probability of 
a. firm axid efficient A dminift ration before he gave way to 
the wifties of the people. This very odd kind of a reafoft 
was eafily accounted for from his official relation to thit 
learned gentleman (Mr. Duiidas) iJtrho fits with him on the 
fame bench. He, for one, wouW not eafily forget the 
language of tbac learned gentleman on an occafion fimilaf' 
to the prefent in one fenfc, though extremely diffimilar in 
another. When his noble friend in the blue ribband had 
been urged to retire from office^ the leanied gentleman, 
who will always refift fuch arguments againft his own party 
with all his ability, was anxious to know among the candi- 
dates then for office, who were mod qualified to fucceed ; 
^nd this he urged as a reafon for the former Miniftry keep- 
ing their fituations, that tbofe who had, as bethought, an. 
eye to their places^ were not in unifon among thcmfelves. 
But how did the right honourable gentleman turn that ar- 
gument ? Why, faid he, are thofe on this fide of the 
Houfe tobc catechifed, betaufe you on that are inadequate 
to your fituation ? An anfwer which, if good theti, maft 
be good ftill. Then^ with what pertinence or propriety 
coidd this be affigned as theground on which the Minifter' 
keeps bis^ place, fincc it might hare been much rnoVe appo- 
(itely urged wbeh be uffumed it ? Thofe whom he fucce^d- 
cd made ufe of no fuch language. They ktie^ their duty^ 
was^ obedience, and they fubmitted. But furely if there' 
can be any force in the reafoning, it was then much' 
ftroagcr than now* What- probability had the right ho-f 
nourable gentleman^ to ere£t a foHd and permanent Mini-' 
ftry againft thofe who poffi:fled a majority of" this Ho afe^, 
of fo decided and complete a kind as has hardly been ex- 
emplified in our times ? 

He would not therefore fay how far the precedent might* 
go. He would not ufe the indecent language of calling' 
any- individual in that Houfe a diftator. He trufted Par* 
liamcnt would- e vet prore e^uai to itil own ^roic€k\CixiV 

3 
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cfpecially againft the ambition of its own members. But 
he was not a little apprehenfive that this enormous power 
might one cky be aflumed by the Crown. For where ws^« 
the independence or freedom of the Houfe, when once a 
IVIiniftry was admitted over whom they had no check? 
This, in his mind, was a ftate of infignificance, beneath 
which they could not be degraded ; and he did truft they 
would not now fuffer any thing whatever to have this fatat 
cfFe£l on the Houfe and the Conftitution. At the fame 
time, though he was fmcerely of opinion the right honou«. 
rable gentleman meant nothing unconftitutioual in his own 
favour, his condu£l was immediately to put the Crown in 
the fituation of diftator to that Houfe. It deprived them 
of that control over every branch of the executive power 
which they were meant by the Qonftitution to have. 

The motion now dated aimed at a broad and extenfive 
union of parties. The very refpeftable gentlemen with 
whom it originated had this in contemplation when they 
agreed to put it to a vote of the Houfe. He had ftated 
what ft ruck him as fome of the moft apparently infur-. 
mountable obftacles which ftill ftood in the way of thig 
defirable event. For his part, he had no objeflions to the 
men, but to the mo4e in which they had come into power. 
This was the fatal precedent which this Houfe could not 
get over, and which he, for one, would not by any means, 
or on any confideration' whatever, give way to. * 

It had been faid by the honourable gentleman who fe-: 
conded the motion, that neither of the two leaders who 
divided the Houfe could defend themfelves without the 
other. This ftatement of the fa£l he begged leave to dif- 
pute. Whatever their relative fituation might now be, 
while the conftitution had continued uninfringed, a more, 
complete and flattering majority had never accompanied 
any Adminiftration. He would, confequently beg that the 
relative ftrcngth of the parties might not be ftated in their 
prefcnt unequal fituations. The fair and only juft way of 
comparing them was, by attending to thofe majoiities 
which they commanded in a fimilar fituation ; and here .the 
comparifon palpably halted. This, however, he did not 
mention as any hin-draace on his part to what was fo much . 
the wifii of the Houfe, He never had at any time of his 
life dealt in general profcription. It had always been a 
maxim of his, that when the caufe of animofity ceafed, 
there ihould be an end of animofity. It was on this great 
' - ' principle 
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principle he had coalefced with his noble friend. He held 
it unmanly and unjuft in an extreme degree to infift on pro- 
scription without retrofpe^ion ; to condemn any man, and 
yet refufe him a fair trial. Thofe gentlemen were confe- 
quently confident with themfelves, who, while they con- 
demned the coalition, were ftill for calling bts noble friend 
to an account. This reafoning would fufficiently evince 
how well prepared ^he was even for a coalefcence w;th thofe^ 
whofe prefent unconfiitutional fituation he could not b^t 
cenfure* Many who now held offices under the Crown 
might ilill hold them in a manner more honourable to them- 
felves, as well as more beneficial to the public. Among 
thefe, the right honourable gentleman would always occupy 
a capital department with every Adminiftration to whom 
he could attach his talents and exertions. 

Here the great hinge of the buSnefs reftcd. Find fome 
expedient to annihilate this difficulty, and he doubted no;t 
every lefler one would give way. There were, however, 
feveral of thefe, which tome gentlemen, on both fides might 
confider as not e^fily to be got over. Their notions on in- 
dta affairs were not identically the fame, and that influence 
hy which they had feifed the reins of government naufl be 
underflood, with a variety of other collateral points, 
which could only bedifcufled fubfequent to the refignation 
of Miniflers. 6entlemen muft not therefore expeS:, that 
in giving way to the union propofed, he could yield thofje 
things which would either di&onour him or the Houfe. 
He had gone as far on this delicate fubji^^ as he pofEblf 
could go, and he hoped no man would urge him to go 
farther. 

Surely the Houfe could never forget that the prefent con« 
teft was not againft men but Minifters unconftitutionalljf 
called into office. It was this fyflematic influence of an un« 
^ue tendency that he had ever ilrug^led againft, and whieh 
he would continue to fti'uggle againft while he had a feat in 
that Hottfe. He was furprifed not a little that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman^ in c^poiition to a priaciple fo plain a^id 
conftitQtioi)al, fhould continue as he did to bid defiance Xf> 
that majority in Parliament by iivhich their decifions w^l^ 
regulated, and without which no Minifter h^ cY^r pr««* 
fumed to look the Hoofe of Ck>maions i^. the .f^^v Wl^t 
iovid be his objeftj Did he tmagip^ that fl|}s 0wn aryi 
w6uld bring falvation to an empire thus reduced by a pri.Q- 
ciple to which the t^ehaviour of the right honoural>le gentle* 

Vol. XUU * G imu 
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^an was fo ftrong a confirmation ? Could any doubt that hit 
noble friend had been ftill in office but for his refolution to 
difcountcnance every appearance of that influence which 
was fo pcrfeftly unknown to the Conftitution ? It was a 
dark, but powerful, one, fo occult in its operations, and yet 
fo forcible at the fame time, that no individual could ever 
be a' match for it. 

« Surely were this pernicious evil evef to be redrelled by 
an individual, the right honourable gentleman's noble father 
was equal to the tafk. He at leaft had more popularity, 
more talents, more fuccefs, than any other Minifter ever 
this country had; and he would undoubtedly have done 
much but for one impcrfeftion, which he had always deemed 
his greateft. He trufted too much to his own fuperior abili- 
ties, which, tranfcendant as they were, that fecret influence 
^hich had done fo much mifchief ultimately, completely 
overcame at laft. 

" For his part, he was fincerely dlfpofed to the fanieobjed. 
It had ever, and he hoped ever would Ivave, his cordial ab- 
horrence. But he would never go on the quixote crrrand 
or forlorn hope of thinking his ungle exertions equal to a 
tafk fo enoriiiousf. This had determined him to unite 
with all the forces he coujld mufter together, and the event 
proved how proper his precautions had been, and at the 
fame time how inefFeftual. This objed, while it continued 
in full force, rendered all the efforts of the Hdufc, after 
any reformation in the Conftitution, nugatory and abortive i 
and itmattered not much who were in or who were out, 
^While the iyflem continued fo perfeft, unbroken, and con- 
neSed throughout. It was thi» baneful fyftem which had 
"proved fo prolific of calamities to thin country ; and to op- 
pofe fuch 4 fyft^ni with effeft, the Houfe could not depart 
from the fpirit it had afTunied. Was it pofiblc, after con- 
iidering thefe things fairly and deliberately, to account for 
the obftinacy of the Minifter ? What motive could prevail 
with him thus to tantalize the public, and infultthat Confti- 
tution which conftitu ted our greateft excellence and glory} 
' Jy what -topics could the fecret advifers of His Majefty blind 
'at- once the minds of mafter and fervant ? How was it 
•poflible for ' them to find any thing like reafon in their 
^fj^rfuafions-iand importunities on a point io obvious and nor 
^fdrious'4 «Illid- they prefume to tell the Minifter that he 
^btjld depitt f|?Oni his dignity by acceding to the wifhcs 
•'■■ '"■--""••■• " ..•'•■"•'. ■■■_:' ■ ^f 



A; i784v DEBATE!^. 43 

of the Houfe ? Could he believe that fuch an idea would cor^' 
refpond with the fentiments of the honourable gentleman, ht 
fhould not think fo highly of him as he did. Where was the 
condefcenfion in yielding his own judgment to their's, irl 
preferring the collefted wifdom of the Houfe to his own un« 
derftanding ? In his mind, this would be paying that defe- 
rence to Parliament, which, inftead of letting him down, would 
raife him in the opinion of all who had any folid rega:rd fot 
the Conflitution. 

Was it then a leflfening of Majefty to fuppofe his choice in 
this inflance to have proved thus abortive ? O foolifh advi- 
fers of their King ! exclainied Mr. Fox. He whole only and 
moft glorious throne is in the hearts of a loyal and grateful 
people, to be thus at variance with their Reprefentatives, doe$ 
your advice peculiar credit ! Ye would honour him with the 
fouleft diflionour that ever can happen to a Sovereign I We 
would make him refpeded all over the world ; we would 
make him a bleffing to his fubje£ls ; we would make hii 
reign happy to himfelf, and happy to all who are interefied 
in his profperity ; we would make him the glorious and pa-i 
triotic Monarch of a wife, contented and pacific nation : but 
your counfels are the direft oppofite of all this. How do 
you exhibit him all over Europe ? Not as pofleffing the corJ. 
dialitv of his fubje£ls, or in friendship and amity with this 
Houfe, but as fquabbling and contending againft thofe on 
whom he depends, from whom his fupplies originate, and 
without whom his prerogatives were infignificant andtifeleft. 

Thefe things were thus ftated, that the condudk of th^ 
Houfe might not be mifconflrued and coloured fo as to abufe 
the public, and give an appearance to their a£lions contrary 
to the truth ; for it was now as clear and evident as language! 
could make it, that it was not a conteft between parties, or 
between any defcription of men, but between that Houfe and 
fome individuals who had thought themfelves, from what 
motives nobody knew, in a condition to defpife its refolu- 
tiqns, its laws, and its cenfures. This was therefore no 
private, no iinifter contention, at leafl on one fide, but art 
open one, in which the Mihifter and the Conflitution were 
parties. It could therefore be no queftion with thofe wha 
were firm friends of the one, whether they were connedled 
with the other or not. The iffue of confequence niufl pre^ 
vail. The Conflitution and Secret Influence were at odds^ 
arid the decifion could not be very diflaiit; He, for one, bad 
exerted himfelf fince the moment be cante into public life; 
and he would^ be truflcd, contiqise his utmoil for the utter 
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annihilation of what had erer ilruck him as the greatefl curie 
to which this unhappy country was fubjedled. 

The way to power by this ftrange channel was totally in- 
confiftent withthe liberal genius of that freedom which had 
ever been the bails and glory of Engliflimen. On this fyftemi 
what was a Minifler in the BritiHi Houfe of Commons but a 
counfel for the Crown, againft the intereft and inclination di 
the people, whofe power ia the fcale of the conftitution being 
thus annihilated, their Reprefentatives were the mereit cy- 
phers, and could only have permifEon to fit in that Houfe 
while a fhadow of their concurrence was neceffary to the de- 
mands of the Crown. They would then find the meafare oC 
their infignificance complete; and the conftitution, for wbicb 
their ancoilors fought and bled {0 gloi'ioufly and profofelyi. 
would perilh b^ thofe very men whom they delegated to be 
its guardians. 

It was, therefore, in his opinion, impoiTible to recur too 
often to the great and only principle at ifliie. 

He WAS confequently prepared for the prefent motion* sini 
could forefee the gentlemen on the other fide would oppcfe it 
only on the ground of not coming home to their ideas of in- 
fluence, of not affording them any covert for their prepofie- 
rous condu<5l, of not humouring or conniving with their pro* 
ilitution of place and power. He protefted, however, that 
St was not known to him before he came into the Houfe, an4 
that be moft cordially and fince^ely adopted it from the fuUeft 
Convi£l:ion that it came up to all die ideas of gentl^Bcn on 
the fubje£fc. 

He begged pardon for having gone over fuch a large field 
of roukimious materials : but he trufted the circumftances of 
the times, and the delicacy of his fituation,' as pledged to the 
Hoi^fe and the public for his conduiSi, would prove his apo- 
logy. He flood juftifiedy at leaft in his own mind, that bis 
poor abilities had thus uniformly been exerted in behalf of the 
Conftitution and thofe precious liberties which had always 
been fo dear, and lie trufted in God ever would, to the peo* 
pie of this country. 
Sir Ccdl Sir Cecil fVray laid that the petition from Weftminftcr had 
^'^' ' not; been furreptitioufljr obtained ; that notice had been grvea 
of the meeting where it was firft prqpofed ; and that it was 
fent up to the Throne with the fignature of four thoufand 
ele&ors of that city, many of whom were as refponfible itieii 
as any in Weftminuer. 
The Chan. The CbancfUw of the Exihequer (aid that he Intended to agree 
£!au^.^ with the right honouraUe gentleman over againft him, ia 

giviof 
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giving his hearty aflent to the motion before thcHoofe :; but 
it was rather a glooniy prefage of that union fo ftrongly en- 
couraged, that the. very firft time he happened to agree with 
him, it was upon grounds and for reafons the moft oppofite. 
He agreed, that in the prefent critical fituation of affairs, a 
firm, efficient, extended and united Adminiftration was ab- 
folutely necel&ry to this country : but then the union muft 
be formed upon principle and upon honour ; and any union 
which fhould be propofed, that he fhould find inconfiAent 
with principle and with honour, he would moll certainly op- 
pofe. As to the fenfe of the people of England, with refpeS 
to fhe late proceedings in Parliament and the change of Mi- 
nifters, it would not, perhaps, be decent for him to fay as 
much as might be faid upon that fubjeft : but thus much he 
might venture to fay, that he was perfedily fatisfied in his 
own mind, that the fenfe of the people was in favour of the 
late change of Minifters. He would not, however, notwith- 
ftanding this general opinion of the people, agree with an ho- 
nourable Baronet, (Sir Cecil Wray) that there was no dif- 
tra£):ions in the country ; for whoever confidered the ftatc in 
which that-Houfe had been for fome time paft, and the confe- 
quent fufpenfion of all public bufinefs, muft agree that there 
were diftradions in the country. With regard to a refigna- 
tion before a treaty for an union fhould take place, he faid he 
would repeat what he had fo often faid before, th.>t he fore- 
faw the greatefl evils to the nation, if his Majefty's prefent 
Miniflers fhould give up their employments ; and he made no 
difficulty in faying, that neither his principles nor his feel- 
ings inclined him to refign under fuch circumftances : but 
ftill fo little was he attacl^ to office, that if he could fee a 
profped of a flrong and welUconneded Government ready 
to fucceed him, he would cheaifully retire, without feeling 
the leaft defire to form a part of fuch a Government ; how 
paltry would it then be in him to refign now, for the fole 
purpofe of treating about returning back to office. 

Mr. Byng rofe to juftify his condudl relative to the Mid- Mr. Byng, 
^lefex addrefs declaring tnat the meeting had not been called 
by any friends of his, and th^t the place of meeting, (the 
Shepherd and Shepherdefs) had been appointed by one Sheriff 
only. When the meeting aflembled, the attendance of free- 
holders was fo numerous, that complai/it was made that there 
was not room enough. The addrefs vbted at that meeting, 
Mr. Byng faid, was voluntarily voted : but he reminded Mr. 
Pitt, that it did not appear in the London Gazette immedi- 
ately^ as theadtirefTes of a different tendency had appeared; 
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nor was it inferted until heliad written to the right ht>noqr7 
able gentleman a fpecial letter, requefting that it might be 
puhlifhed. Mr Byng faid, the Weftminfter addrefs had been 
iurrepiitioufly obtained. It was true, he acknowledged, that 
the India bill of his right honourable friend had been unpopular, 
becaufe it had been mifreprefented and mifunderflood ^ that 
bill, he admitted alfo, had drawn much odium on the late 
Adminiftration : but when the right honourable gentleman's 
bill over the way came before the public, and was compared 
with that of his right honourable friend^ the odium changed 
its fituation, and was transferred entirely to the bill of the 
right honourable gentleman, which was allowed to be by far 
the moft obje£lionahJe. Mr. Byng profefled great refpeiSfc 
and deference for his conftituents, declaring, whenever he 
knew what their fentiments were upon any great queflion, 
he would, either implicitly obey them, or retire from their fer- 
vice ; and this refolution,. he faid, they well knew : his feat^ 
therefore, in that Houfe, was held on a more precarious tenure 
than that of any other gentleman. 
Li. North, Lord Northheg^n his fpeech with declaring, from the befl 
authority, that the name and fandlion of the Dean of Weft- 
minfter had been made ufe of without his cognizance. This 
fa6l afcertained, his Lordfliip proceeded to reply to Mr. Pitt's 
arguments, moft of which he anfwered. Speaking of the ad- 
drefles, he faid, that the loweft burgeffes of Taunton, of 
Southampton, and of other boroughs, could not be fuppofed 
to be competent to judge of fuch fubjefts as the India bill, 
and therefore, though the voice of the people without doorg 
ought to have its degree of weight, it was not to be relied on 
in a cafe of that kind, or put in comparifon with the judge* 
ment of that Houfe, which had fpent three whole years in 
the moft minute inveftigation of India affairs. His Lord;- 
ihip fpoke of the laudable efforts of the meeting at the St. 
Alban's tavern in terms of warm eulogium ; and contrafted 
the conduft of the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt towards 
that meeting, in order to fhew that a Member of the other 
Houfe of Parliament had evinced a ftronger inclination to 
comply with the wiflies of the Houfe than one of its own 
Members. 
SirCecU Sir Cecil TVray in reply faid, the Dean and burgefles of 

^»7» Weftminfter was the ftile of that court. Sir Cecil denied 
that the Weftminfter addrefs had been furreptitioufly ob*. 
taincd He faid it was figned by four thoufand inhabitants ? 
and their opinions were more honourably and fairly obtained 
than t^ey could have been by a confufed holding up of bands. 

"Mr, 
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Mr. Hammet faid he could not fit quiet without making Mr. Ham^ 
feme obfervations upon what had fallen from the noble Lord ™*'^* 
in the blue ribband, and feveral other gentlemen, who had 
talked of the arts yrhich had been made ufe of procure ad- 
dreffes. He begged leave to affure the noble Lord, that he 
had never heard of the addrefs of the town of Taunton rill 
the moment it was delivered into his hand*. The noble Lord 
had faid it was figned by the loweft bufgefles of th town. 
The noble Lord, he faid, was Recorder of that town ; and 
he could with truth aflert, that the addrefs was figned by men 
of all defcriptions, many of them had been friends of the no- 
ble Lord, and that it was refpeftable for the wealth, good 
fenfe and independence of the gentlemen who had thought 
proper to tranfmit their fentiments to Hi Majefty. He vin- 
jdicated the honour of the town with great fpirit. He faid^ 
he had the honour of attending the meeting of the merchants 
^nd traders at the London tavern. He maintained that their 
addrefs to the Throne was debated fairly, and carried unani« 
pioufly ; that he was happy in the opportunity of declaring, 
that they were honourable in every fenfe of tne word, inca* 
pable of being influenced by any other motives than thofe 
they profefled, of duty to the King, and a fincere love for the 
Con ft i tut ion. He then adverted to the addrefs of the county 
of Middlefex : he faid, that his fituation and profeflion made 
him acquainted with many of the freeholders \ that they had 
aiTured him, that the room was taken pofiefiion of at an early 
hour, that they did not know even the meaning of the ad- 
drefs, that they thought it contained fentiments diredlly op- 
pofite, and that he believed the county would take meafures, 
and find the means to convey their real opinions to the 
Throne. He faid, he fhould have gone farther, but that he • 
did not fee the honourable Member in his place. He then 
begged leave to fay a few words on the India bill. The late 
right honourable Secretary had profefled that he was ready to 
make any alterations in that bill, but that the principle of it 
he would not give up. Mr. Hammet faid, he had but few 
objections to the regulations propofed : but that it was the 
principlie of the bill to which he ftrongly objedled ; and that 
if that bill had been brought in by the right honourable gen- 
tleman below him, (Mr. Pitt) high as his opinion was of his 
great abilities and integrity, he mpftld have given it his ne- 
gative. He then ftated his idea of the prerogative of the 
Crown, to. appoint Minifters, and contended, that whoever 
.the. Kiiig thought proper to entruft with the management of 
jjis government, ought to have a fair trial. 7 his, he faid, 

was 
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tras not the cafe of the prrfent Miniilors. He would fupport 
men for their meafu res ; but would never fupport b »cl mea- 
fures for the fake of any man whatever. 'I hat m any other 
view but the good of his country, it was iiidifierent to him 
who was in or who was out of office. Ht- taid, he was the 
fir ft man who had exprefled his wifh for an union of the 
great abilities and virtues which adorned that Houfe tor th^ 
^ood of the nation ; that an honourable and worthy Baronet, 
the member for Oxford,- had that day done him iMe hoaour 
to agree with him in fentim^nt ; fince which the fame idea 
had been taken up by the moft able and independent men in 
the Houfe, and he fincerely wiflied, that their laudable en- 
deavours ipight, in the end, be crowned with fuccei's. He 
faid, if the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him, (Mr. 
Fox) poflefled found judgment, prudence and moderation, 
in addition to his other wonderful and fliinin;^ abilities, he 
would be more than human ; he wiflied that he would now 
give a proof of it, by moving him felf for the refolutfons al- 
luded to, to be refcinded, for he felt the Houfe in a ftrange 
predicament : he was certain that the opinions of the Houfe dif- 
fered from the opinions of their conftituents, and that the 
right honourable gentleman below him poflefled at this mo- 
ment the confidence and afFedlion of the people at large in as 
eminent a.degree as any minifter had ever done. 

L4, North. Lord Nofth got up to explain, and faid he had not fccn 
the addrefs from Taunton — it might be refpe£lable«^but 
that he underftood that no public meeting was called, an4 
that it had been carried from houfe to houfe. He defiredj 
however, he might not be mifunderftood, or conceived to 
have meant any thing difrefpeftful to the town of Taunton; 
there were many charafters in that town every way rcfpcfi*? 
able and worthy. 

Mr. Rollc. Mr. Roi/e rofe to fpeak to the point .of Lord North'$ 
having refleftcd on the addrefles, and that they had been 
furreptitioufly obtained. Though he was no friend to ad- 
drefles, thinking they rather tended to aggravate thatf conn 
ciliate, he could not fit filent and hear fuch afperfiom^ 
thrown out, when he underftood there had been two Cpnt 
up from refpeftable places in the county he reprefcnted i 
one from the city of Exeter, another from Plymouth; that 
they had been agreed to at a legal and conftitutionM 
meeting, called by their refpeftive chief magiftrates. H^' 
knew they were figned by many perfons of the moft rc- 
fpeftable charatEter, much more fo in the eyes of'thcijp 
country than the noble l*ord. He wa« not furprifed ^ h«i 
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dcfpifing addretfes, when he lecollcfted the very coniemp* 
tuous manner in which the noble I^ord had treated a memo- 
rial from the county of Devon, figncd by the high flieriff 
and foreman of the grand jury, withj the unanimous con- 
fent of the meeting, to which his Lordfhip would not 
vouch fafe to fend any anfwer. With refpeft to the quef* 
tion before the Houfe, he certainly hoped they would con* , 

fent to it. . At /another meeting, different conftruftions had ^ 
been put on it; in this debate he muft give his reafons for 
aflenting to it. Me had no views of removing the eight 
honourable gentleman oppofite (Mr. Pitt) nor was it tb« 
intention of the meeting ; their objedl was to foften a for* 
mer refolution, in order to remove the difficulty alledged^ 
to pave the. way for corifercnces between the contending 
leaders, to obtain an union on the bafis of principle and 
honour fo much to be defired ^nd wiflied for by all. That 
inftead of thinking to remove the right honourable gentle** 
^an, on the contrary he wiflied to fupport him; as 
he believed he had the hearts and wiflies of the people 
with him, and as long as his meafurcs were proper he • 

fhould Lave his* voluntary and hearty fupport* That whe- 
ther the people were mafters of !ndia matters was not the 
grounds for their difapprobatton ; it was the attack made 
on the Conftitution; an attack wfeich they confidcrtd 
would render their Sovereign a mere cypher, and his Mi- 
nifter a defpotic monarch, 

Lord North rofe to explain; his Lordfhip fiSiid, he had L4. Korthi 
given ' dirediions that a letter fcould be written as foon -••' 

as he heard of the matter alhided to by the honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr. RoH'e faid a few words in reply. 

Mr. Thornton then made a fhort fpeech in favour, of tie . 
motion. -. 

Mr. Grofvenor rofe again and ftid a few words upon the 
intention of the meeting, when they came to a refplutioin 
to propofe the motion to the Houfe, which he had that day 
the honour to move. 

The queftion was now put, and carried without a ne- 
gative. - 

Mr. Cokt (of Norfolk) then rofe, and in a Ihort fpeech iMf.eiktf 
.took notice that his honourable colleague and he ufed for- 
merly to think alike, and to aft upon the fame principles. 
He was forry that they^ did not coutinue to adl fo now^ 

VoL.S5lL . n TO^ 
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and that his worthy, colleague (lill entertained fo deter- 
mined a diflike of the coalition. He had, for his part, fup- 
' ported that meafuie, becaufe he thought it calculated for 
the public good, and he now fupported thofe who formed 
. ' the coalition, from a conviftion (hat their endeavours were 

'r laudably aimed at the furtherancd of the public welfare. 

Mr. Coke concluded with moving, 

" That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the conti- 
nuance^of the prefent Minifters in power, after the refolu* 
tion of this Houfe, is an obftacle to a firm, efTicient, ex- 
tended and united Adminiftration, which could aldne fave 
this country." 

Mr. Minchin fcconded this motion. 

Sir Jofcph Sir Jofcph Mawbey rofe to oppofe the motion. Sir Jofeph 

Mawbey. {^q\^q for fome time, and chiefly on the fubjedk of Lord 
North's conduft as a Minifter ; but there was fo mucb.noife 
and coughing while Sit* Jofeph was upon his legs, that wc 
could not hear him with fufficient diftindtnefs to be able 
to repeat his argument. 

Mr. Ham- Mr. Hammett made a fliort fpeech, in which he cameftly 

mctt. recommended the right honourable gentleman to withdraw 

the prefent motion, and to move to refcind the refolution 
already on the Journals, as. he thought both the oi>e and 
the other would prevent that union which fecmed to be the 
wi(h of all the independent gentlemen in that Houfe. He 
faid the very idea of its being likely to take place had raifed 
r the public credit. 

Mr,Dundas Mr. Dundas defired to know, before he ftated the, few 
obfervations that he meant to offer to the Houfe, wh^ the 
motion was to be followed up with, not imagining that 
it was intended to let. it remain a dead lettei on their 
Journals. 

Mr. Fox. After a paufe, Mr. Fox rofe to fpeak to order ; he faid 

he did not think it; neceffary for the difcuffion of the pre- 
fent- queftion, that it (hould be ftated what was to be the 
next queftion moved upon it. If the Houfe fliould adopt 
it, it would then remain open, either for his honourable 
friend who had moved it, or for any other perfon to ground 
any motion he might think proper upon it. 

Mt^Dun<fa8 \ Mr. Dundas rofe again, and faid, a refufal to anfwcr his 

queftion wa§ juft the fame to him as giving him the moft 

ample anfwer. Since the right honourable gentleman 

. therefore did not chufe; to fatify the Houfe what was his 

.intention with rcfpccl to the prefect queftion, if carried, 

'be 
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he fliould confider it as an addrefs, or as a matter by^ fonac 
means or other to be carried up to the foot of the Throne. 
Having laid down this pofition, he begged the attention of 
the Houfe to a few remarks upon tl^e fubjeft; and firft he 
faid, he was ready to fAbfcribc to all the doftrine, that 
the Houfe had a right to advife his Majefly as to the ap- 
pointment or removal of Minifters, in as ample a man- 
ner as any perfon gould defire Tiim. Nothing could be 
more clearly conftitutionalj nor could any thing be more 
certain, than that if the Crown or the other branch of the 
Legiflature attempted to encroach on the rights of the 
people, the people could only look up to that Houfe for 
proteftion. Thefe things being admitted, it behoved that 
Houfe to make a difcreet and wife exercife of its power 
at all times, left they (hould provoke the people to go to 
^ the foot of the Throne, and implore the Crown to inter- 
fere and refcue them from the tyranny of that Houfe. Mr. 
Dundas explained his meaning as to this pofition very fully : 
he faid, no man, he believed, could lay his hand to his 
heart and fay, that the prefent Minifters had not the. con- 
fidence of the people; that they, had, it was pretty evident, 
from the number of addrefies that had already been carried 
in from different parts of the kingdom, thanking His Ma- 
jefty for having removed the late Minifters and appointed 
the prefent; and more addrefies of a fimilar nature, he 
had no doubt, would foon come from other counties and 
cities, and from all parts of the kingdom. Now though Kc 
was firmly perfuaded, that conftitutionally the voice of the 
people could only be collefted through thf medium of their 
reprefentatives, y^et it was pretty evident, that the prefent 
Miniftry had the public confidence in a very eminent and 
hon(5urable degree. Ought that Houfe therefore, under 
fuch circumftanccs to run before the addrefies to which 
he had alluded, and precipitately to vote a refolutlon which 
a very (hort time might prove to be direftly contrary to 
the opinion of their conftituents ? The right honourable 
gentleman muft know this 5 or why was he in fuch a hurry 
that day to vote what he had not ventured to propofe, 
from the day that the refolution pafled till that moment ? 
Having ftated this very forcibly, and dwelt upon the ne- 
ceifity of paying a due regard to the fenfc of the people, 
tic warned the Houfe from incurring the rifque of irritating 
their conftituents, by coming fpcedily and without due 

U Z con- 
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conGderaticn to a motion which they might hereafter wifti 
had never been adopted. 

It is, fays he, the fpirit and conftitution of the govern- 
ment of this country, that the people muft look up to this 
Houfe for the defence and regulation of their privileges* 
This is a doftrine which I have always underftood to be 
^ found, and which, as fuch, I have uniformly fupporte'd, 
Jt is the dignity, it is the duty of this Houfe to praflifc 
on this fyftem j but in doing fo, ought they not to attend 
tp the voice of their conftitucnts, not merely as exprefled 
within, but alfo without thefe walls ? Is it not in fuch 
manner that members can but difcharge their duty to their 
conftitucnts and fo the public ? It is in this way only that 
theycaft moft ei^s^tually guard the privileges of the com* 
munity, and prevent thofe diftruils which arife in the 
minds of the conftituent body of this country ? Is it not,' 
therefore, proper for the Houfe to examine in this view 
the fentiment of the public, before it adopts a motion fo 
pppdfite to general opinion ? How could members anfwcr 
to their conftituents for profecuting a different line of 
condu*£l: ? Would not their a£ling otherwife be declaring 
war againft thofe who made them? And how dangerous, 
and fruitlefs would the execution of fuch a fcheme prove 
both to themfelves and the public. 

A Houfe of Commons may prevail againft the other 
• Houfe of Parliament 5 a Houfe of Commons may prevail 
againft the Grown and the prerogative, but in no inftan'ce 
can it promife itfelf fuccefs when it is in open conteft with 
the people. In fuch circumftances then, is it fafe for 
this Houfe to levy war on the public, by reprobating ^ 
Miniftry who poiTefs the general efteem ? Would not the 
adoption of fuch a meafur# convey this idea to the nation 
at large — that there cxifted a combination againft them 
amongft their reprefentatiyes, and that they wifhed to ar» 
rogate to themfelves powers hoftile to their privileges and- 
interefts ? What would be the confequence of fuch appre* 
henfions ? All confidence in the dignity, the honour, and 
the juftice of the Houfe would be forfeited, and manl^ind 
Would pafs thi door of it, not with fentiments of vencra* 
tion and refpefl;, but with expreffive marks of derifion and 
contempt. 

But waving all thefe confiderations, there is ftill another 
point which ftrikcs m^^ md yrhkh I ^rn convinced mu^ 
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drike every one who compares the prelent with the for- 
mer motion. It is the objc£l of the former motion to pro- 
mote an unity of parties^ and an unity of Adminiftratton. But 
does not the motion on the table tend dite£tly to defeat 
fchefe ends? How can my right honourable friend (Mi. Pitt) 
being difgraced by a refolution which muft eventually com* 
P^l him to relinquifh his fituation^ unite himfelf after\Yards 
to men who have driven him from them by fuch afts of 
indelicacy and violence ? It has always been the intention 
3nd wifh of my right honourable friend to promote mea- 
fures of harmony and unanimity. Thcfe, however, the 
prefent proportion has an evident tendency to deftroy, and 
inftead of attaching, to alienate him from men, ambitious 
to eftablifh themfelves on grounds independent of him and 
his friends. The motion, theneforc, on the table I confi- 
der as hoftile to that fcheme of union which it was the 
intention of the former to ered, and is cutting down^ 
with one breath, what has already bcenfet up by another. 
Much has been laid of the mode of removing Minifters, 
and of the pretences under which fuch meafures liave been 
conduced; but in the effeftuating of them, has it not al- 
ways been alledged, that thefe Minillers were unpopular? I 
refer to the hiftories of Parliament on this ground, [Here he 
quoted the cafe of jSir. R. Walpole and Sir J, Barnard] and I 
will defy any perfon to point me out an inftance where fuch 
a meafure has been purfued and accomplifhed on or under a . 
different pretext. But how does this principle apply to the 
cafe of the prefent Adminiftra'tidn? "Surely in no refpeft. 
The Miniftry, now the objefts of removal, are confided in, 
loved, and carefled by the people. There is no fociety of a 
hundred perfons in the country, out of which ninety-nine 
are not their firm and their avowed friends. In what a di- 
lemma then, and under how many embarrafsments muft an 
addrefs for the difmiffion of fuch favourites of the people 
place thp Sovereign? And muft not. the difficulties of the 
monarch be heightened on this fubjedt, by the addrefle$ 
which have been carried to the Throne in their favour, as 
there are, no grounds nor any fhadow of argument employed 
by the Houfe againft them. I hope, therefore, members 
^ho have voted for the laft motion, will fee an obvious con- 
tradiflioii in it to the prefent ; will confider it as unfriendly 
to the principles of uji^inimity, and find it impqflible to give 
it their concurrency on jhefe grounds. 



54 PARLf AiVIfiNTARY A. 1784, 

Ut* Fox. Mr. Fex was happy to find that the learned gentl^mao 
who fpoke laft, had or late become fo attentive to the Tcnti- 
ments of his conftituents, and of the eledlive body of thb 
kingdom. Time was when he had aflerted that the voice of 
the people was no where to be heard but within thefe waHi^ 
and that was the period when the table was loaded with peti- 
tions to the Houfe from all parts of this kingdom. *It was at 
this time that the learned gentleman had infuhed the dignity 
of his conftituents and of the nation, by afferting the dig- 
nity and the independence of the Houfe of Commons. Now 
a diiFerent mode of reafoning fuits him better, and he has 
adopted it. But where is that popularity of the prefent Ad- 
miniftration on Which the noble Lord rells? Upon what evi- 
dences does it ftand ? If this point is fo fixed, why are not 
the proofs of it more obvious and decided ? Why do not 
gentlemen call meetings, mufter the friends and ]>artizans 
of Miniftry, and carry their addrefles to the Throne? Till 
this is done, till the faft is proved, I for one will queftioq 
its truth. 

But though the popularity of the prefent AdminiAratioa 
is not afcertaiiled, yet I will not hefitate to adirm, that there 
is intention in Minifters to eltablifti themfelves on a founda- 
tion unfriendly to the conllituiional privileges of this Houfe« 
Thev court the affeftion of the people, and on this founda- 
tion they wifh to fupport themfelves in oppofition to the re- 
peated refolutions of this Houfe. Is not this declaring them- 
felves independent of Parliament r Is not this feparating the 
Houfe of Commons from its conftituents, annihilating our 
importance, and avowedly erefling a monarchy on the bafi$ 
of an aft'e6ted popularity, independent of and uncontrolabic 
bv Parliament? Such a fcheme I can view under no other 
afpecl but as a fyftem of the bafeft tyranny, and calculated 
to accomplifli the ruin of the liberties of the country. 

Such a fyftem of defpotifm is indeed the moft likely to 
originate in men who carry on their fcliemes by the machi- 
naf.ons of dark intrigue, of men who have ftabbed the Con- 
ftitution, by means of a Secret Influence in one department 
of Government, and are now prepared to j>erpetrate (imilat 
aiiafiln^t:ons, by methods of the bafeft corruption, in ano- 
ther. 1 hope, however, that members will attend to thcfe 
defigns of Minifters, mafeed under the moft dangerous and 
impcllng appearances, and that they will refcue the coun* 
try from the hands of thofe who are only diftinguifhetl hy the 
drrtinefs of their political intrigue, and their violations of 
the privileges of the Koufe. I hope that fuch Minifters will 

finally 
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finally fee the danger of their fituation, atid that even this 
Houfe will no longer fuffer itfclf to be itifulted by its owa 
xngderation. 

The learned gentleman has declaimed on a topi^ often 
touched on, that there is no charge againft the prefent Ad- 
xniniflration. But has not the Houfe condemned them on a 
ground which is decided, which they have not had the effron^ 
tery to deny ? If this accufation^ if this imputation is not 
true, why do not gentlemen come forward and difown it ? 
In fuch fituations filence is furely the moft damning part of 
guilt, and better than a tlioufand witneffes. 

The learned gentleman wi flies to deter people from voting 
on the prefent occafion, . who have voted for the adoption of ' 

the laft refolution of the Houfe. He aflerts, that the pre- 
fent motion has a tendency to deflroy unanimity, and to 
prevent a junSLon of parties. But does Jie rcfledi, Jthat by 
refufing to liften to the c^lU, by refu/ing to obtemper the 
refolutions of the Houfe, Minifters more.cffedlually ftuftrate 
the intentions and the defires of Parliament ? They defy thci 
^ecifions of the Houfe s and it is theyi and tl?ey alone^ who 
open thofe breaches which at prefent prevent the union that 
is fo ardently defired. Whilft a motion, therefore, of the 
nature of that pn the table is abfolutely Expedient, 1 wifti 
that the world may know who the perfons are who have 
rendered it neceffary. 

The propofition before the Houfe is no abftra£l maxim, 
feparate from its former refolutions. It is, on the contrary, 
conneSed with, and is a confequence of them. Thofe, 
therefore, who have voted for the one, are bound and engaged 
to vote for ^he other ; and thofe who feparate their aflent to 
the pne, after having given their concurrence to the other, 
fell and betray the dignity, the honour, and the reputation 
of the Houfe. 

It is a. maxim in all well-regulate.d governments that a 
period ihould be put as foon as pof&ble^o civil diflra£^ions. 
But how are the diftradlions of the prefent times, and of this 
country, to be remedied? A. middle way .of accommodation 
has been defired; I know no iniddle way of accommodation 
Imt this, that Minifters defcend from their fituation, that 
tney refign their oflBceSj ancj.ceafe any longer to defy the 
jnaxjms of their anceftors, and to infult the dignity of th^ 
Houfe. I wiftx, however, at a crifis of fo much confequence, 
when the reputation /of the Houfe, and the intereft of the 
country is at ftake, that no rafli meafure may be adopted, 
that we may paufe with deliberation over every ftep in our 
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procedure, and that we may adopt, wkh proper foleniiikj 

thbfemeafures which muft finally reftore the infulted faocoa 

of the Houfe. A good deal has been faid refpefting'the pne 

rogative of Majefty to chufe its Minifters. The fatne olJfer 

vation was, however, s^plicableto this exertion of privilq^t 

26 to every other of a fimilar nature. The Crown had-ai 

cKclufive right to make peace or war ;' but though.it wa 

invefted with this privilege, would it be fafe to exercj^ei 

without confulting Parliament ? He was fure it would not 

and he was equsdly fatisfied that the prerogative in the ei^ 

tion of Minifters m oppofition to the Houfe of CommoM 

watt a meafure as unfafe, as unwarranted, and as unjuftifi 

able. Reafons have been alledged by the right honourabl 

gentleman over the way for his retention of place. Thd 

pretences, however, I muft confider as nugatory and trifling 

htft his reafons for refigning are not only founded in pw 

priety, but faniSlioned by the vote of the Houfe of Com 

mons. The honourable gentleman afcs if this motion is^ 

be followed by an addrefs f This queftion I will anfw«r b 

aiking another^ viz. What will be the confequences.of A 

prefent refolution on the honourable gentleman's condod 

The facrifice which the Houfe requires of the honourabl 

gentleman is not fo humiliating as what he demands of A 

Houfe. He complains of the diftra&ion and anarchy wbtc 

predominate in the country ; but let me alk him, Whc^ is tl 

caufe of thefe calamities ? Can an Adminiftration a<^. wit 

vigour without the confidence of the Houfe ? Is not his d 

ftinacy, then, in retaining his place in defiance of Parliameo 

the caufe of thofe evils of which he fo pathetically con 

plains ? Attacks have been made on my popularity. My ii 

vafidn of chartered rights has been held up as a ftalldi 

borfe to the public. I have been charged with ambttio 

But on what grounds have thefe accufations been eftabliihfit 

Have 1 ever fet mvfelf in defiance to this Houfe? Havt 

-ever fought power tnrough the means of bafe corruption^ « 

dark intrigue ? No ; my ambition has ever raifed me aba 

fuch modes ;of preferment. 1 have never facrificed my prii 

ciple to my popularity, nor to my ambition. I Itave ev 

nikeA openly and fairly. I would rather be rejefted, repr 

bated, and profcribed : I would rather be an outcaft of u» 

in power, and the foHower of the moft infignificant mioi 

rity, than proftitute myfelf into the charafter of a i»e^ 

tool of Secret Influence. I call, therefore, on count] 

gentlemen to iland aloof from a Minillry who have t& 

hhSb 



blifho} themfelves in power by means fo vnconf^itutional 
and deftrudlive. 

Mr. Powys, Mr» Wilbcrforcc, and the Solicitor General 
rofe together, but the two latter gentlemen fat down as foon 
as they law Mr. Powys was upon his legs, Mr. Powys faid, Mr. Powyi* 
at that late hour he would not attempt to follow the right 
honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, through the wide £eld 
of argument he had gone over. Had not the Houfe been , 
occupied with fo much debate already, he certainly would 
have taken the liberty to go more largely into an examina* 
tion of feveral matters that had £illen from the right hon-^ 
ourable gentleman than he ihould then do. The right hon- 
ourable gentleman, he obferved, had, during the< debate, 
flood upon advantageous ground ; and that it was peculiarly 
difficult for any man, if he were inclined to objedt to it, to 
Hieet the queftion fairly ; becaufe every ftep he trod, he was ; 
In danger of flying in the face of the orders and authority of 
the Houfe. The right honourable gentleman had a right 
to remind them of the refolutions already pailed, and to call 
upon them to fupport the prefent motion, by appeals to their 
paffions, their pride, and their honour. The part he had 
a£ked with regard to the feveral refolutions the Houfe had 
lately voted, was well known. He had done every thing in 
his power to prevent their paffing ; and he hoped he ihould 
not be ^ut of order in faying, that, in his opinion, the feve^ 
ral refolutions in queflion were haftily propofed ; that they 
were grounded on doubtful and unauthenticated premifes^ 
and that they held out unfair conclufions. This indifu 
putably was his opinion; but ftill the refolutions were upoa 
the Journals ; the right honourable gentleman was therefore 
warvnted in referring to them, and he might fay to ev^ry 
man who oppofed the motion, 

Till thou canft rail the feal from off my bond. 
Thou but offend'fl thy lungs to fpeak fo loud. 

This being the cafe, Mr. Powys faid, it was more than ot^ 
dinarily difficult to fpeak to th^ queftion then under conf^ 
deration. He thought it hard to condemn a Minifter untrli- 
cd. The right honourable gentlieman oppcfite to him had 
produced but two roeafures ; one of them, the difpofal of a 
lucrative iinecure office for life, he had taken the liberty to 
mention in that Houfe fome fliort time ago, and it had been 
£nte much commented upon. H^ had defcribed it as he fott 
it to be,— noble, difinterefted, and genuine. Various com- 
mentators had, however, ptic various conftrud^iotw upon it : 
Vol. XIIL I Vs^ 
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by fome it had been tcrined artful and hypocritical, by others 
unavoidable; and by others again, a mere a6l of indifpen- 
fable duty to the public. He ftill retained his original opU 
nion of it. The other meafure of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, was, his having been weak enough to abandon the 
idea of a diflblution of Parliament, and thus negledled to 
provide a fecurity for his own fituation as aMinifler. This, 
Mr. Powys faid, was clearly a fecond meafure ; and that he 
thought not a little in favour of the right honourable gentle- 
man, fince a confiderable part of the ftrength that the coun- 
try now called upon him to unite with, was clearly not of 
a permanent nature, but would, upon a diflblution, have 
been no longer in exiftence. After defcanting upon this, 
and pointing out the particular difficulty into which things 
were brought by the refolutions that Houfe had come to, 
Mr. Powys declared, he had neverthelefs no difficulty in fay- 
ing, notwithftanding the high opinion he entertained of the 
integrity and abilities of the right honourable geptleman op- 
pofite to him, and the great refpedl he bore him perfonally, 
that he thought the refolutions ought not to remain on the 
Journals of the Houfe, and the prefent Adminiftration con- 
tinue in office. Either the refolutions fliould be refcinded, 
or the Adminiftration ftiould refign. At the fame time he 
owned the delicacy of the fituation of the right honourable 
gentleman ; he certainly had a right to preferve his honour, 
and he did not wifti to fee him quit the fortrefs in which he 
was at prefent, and come with a fervile humility to deliver 
the keys of it to its befieger. The right honourable gentle* 
man could not be expedled to agree to march out with a 
halter about his neck. He defired not that he fhould under- 

So any difgrace. The right honourable gentleman hai not 
eferved it. Mr. Powys enlarged upon this, and faid, the 
jight honourable gentleman below him had, in one infiance, 
fubmitted the moft material of the refolutions to a calm and 
difpaffionate revifion and difcuffion ; and in his fpeech that 
-day, he had declared, with Angular candour and fairnefs, 
that he had no objedtion to having them reconfidered again 
and again. The right honourable gentleman had evea faid, 
he cared not how often. If, therefore, the right honourable 
gentleman oppofite to him would move the previous quef- 
tion, with a view to have the refolutions, already come to, 
reconfidered, on a motion for their being refcinded, he would 
vote with him. If not, thinking as he did, that tht)fe refo- 
lutions, and the prefent Adminiftration ought not to exift to- 
gether^ much a$ his opinion was adverfe to the refolvitionf, 
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and obvious as the pains had been, which he had taken to 
prevent their paffing, he fliould think the Houfe could not 
negative the prefent motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ^ in a moft able fpeech, The Chan • 
ahfwered Mr. Fox, and endeavoured to convince Mr. Powys, ejJ^'X^^* 
that confillency required that he fhould vote againft tlie 
queftion then under confideration. He faid, though he cer- 
tainly fliould be giad to have the refolutions already upon 
the Journals reconfidered with a view to their being remin- 
ded, he could not content himfelf with moving the preyious 
queftion upon the prefent motion, but thought himfelf bound 
to give it his direft negative. The right honourable gentle- 
man bppofite to him had talked of his having been infulted 
and provoked to warm language by the argument of his 
honourable and learned friend ; how much more reafon had 
he to feel himfelf infulted and provoked, not only by what 
had pajfled that day, but on feveral former days, in which re- 
folutions, perfbnal to him, had been moveJ. His learned 
friend's argument that day, as his argument always was, had 
appeared to him b^ no means calculated to provoke ill hu- 
mour or indignation; but, on the contrary, was a plain, 
dire<£l:, and as he felt it, a convincing argument of the im- 
propriety of the Houfe's coming to any fuch motion as that 
before them, with a view to enforce the efFeft of the motion 
the Houfe had that day voted nearly unanimoufly. He had 
"himfelf, during the whole feries of extraordinary debated 
that had lately taken place, endeavoured to avoid being 
caught by the violence of their proceedings, and had pre- 
ferved as calm and governed a temper as the nature of the » 
cafe would admit or. Had he not done fo, the circumftances 
that had occurred would have juftified him. The Houfe had 
been led on infidroufly, and flep by ftep as it were, from one 
refolution to another, without a fair difcuflion of any one of 
them on its own proper merits. The fi.rft refolutions, the 
Houfe would recoUedl, had been pafled at the unufual hour 
of fix in the morning, and with little or ho debate. The 
fecond in a tnanncr grew out of the firft, and that was im- 
•mediately followed by a third. It was true the fubftance of 
thofe refolutions were made the fubjefl: of difcuffion at a 
fitter time of the day afterwards •, a circumftance in which 
he felt confiderable fatisfaftion, and had at the time exprefled 
himfelf gratified at it. But how had that queftion ever been 
debated? Not upon its own proper merits; fo far from it, 
the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him had defired 
the Houfe to confider it as a corollary to tlie preceding refo- 

I a VoXascns*^ 
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lutions, and bad told them, that, as fuch, having voted the 
former refolutions, they were bound to vote that as a matter 
of courfe. Thus artfully had the Houfe been kept from 
examining; any one of the various queflions that had been 
brpught mrward fingly, but had been infidioufly led on froo^ 
one to another, without knowing whither they were to be 
led, or at what degree of violence they were to be permitted 
to flop. He begged them, however, tp confider the prefect 
gueftion as it really was, and to aik themfelves, if it were at 
all likely to further the purpofe of the motion that had been 
voted that day. For his part, fo far from its having fuch 
tendency, he could confider it no otherwife than as an e^c« 
tual bar to the union fo much defired by the refpedlable and 
independent gentlemen, who had called for fuch a meafurep 
and had exerted themfelves in fo laudable a manner to bring 
it about. The honourable gentleman who fpoke lalt, |iaa 
declared his .difapprobation of the refolutions on the Journals; 
and had neverthelefs faid, unlefs the previous queflion was 
inoved, he muil vote for the prefent motion. This was ^ 
declaration which Mr. Pitt declared he could by no meant 
reconcile. On the contrary, thofe who difapproved of the 
jErft refolutions, he thought were in confiflency bound to refift 
the conclufion, which the prefent tended to eftabliih as tht; 
natural confequence arifmg from them. Having put t\u^ 
very pointedly, and contended that the former refolutionf 
were not founded in any fadls that had been proved, nor in 
any charge that bad been fubilantiated, he urged the b^ 
e£Ee£ts that would refult from voting the niption then under 
ponfideration. 

The honourable gentleman who fpoke lad, had talked of 
fhe fortrefs in which he was fituated, and had declared^ 
that he did not wifh him to march out of it with a halter 
about bis neck — - The only fortrefs he knew of or ever 
^efired to have a fhare in defending, was the fprtreis of' 
the Conftitutipn. For that he would refift every attack^ 
and every attempt to (educe him out of it that could be . 
made. With what regard to perfonal honour or public 
principle cpuld it be expe^ed, that he (hould confent to 
tnarch out of it with a faaltpr about his neck, change hiin 
armour, and meanly beg to be re-admitted and confidered as a 
voluntpcr in the army of the enemy ? To put himfelf into 
fuch a predicament, and to truft tQ the foe to loofen and 
take off from his neck the halter that he was expelled to 
march out with, was a degree of humiliation to which he 
never would coudefcend| and he fpoke notmerely for him,. 
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^elf, bi^t for much greater men, with whom he aStcd, and 
-^hofe fentiments uppn the fubjeft he was perfuaded he 
iMelivered diilin^Hy^ After fpeaking of this in a ftile of 
j^reat eloquence, he faid, wifhing as he did, to meet the 
defires of the refpefiabie and independent gentlemen by 
2a;cceding to an union upon principle, he had done ererf 
;thing in his power to faciUtate fuch a meafure. That the 
tfi^rifice of the fentiments of men of honour was no light 
amatter, and when it was coufidered, how much was to be 
^iven up in order to open a negociation for union, when 
Bt was con£dered what infulting attacks had been made and 
■^hat clamours had been excited, he conceived fome regard 
ought to be paid to his being willing to ineet the wifhes 
g>f thofe.relpedable individuals who had called for an'unioa 
^>f particR, To accomplifli rfiat objeft was a matter greatly 
to be defired, and fpr that, and for that alone, was he 
fseady to encounter the difagreeablenefs that after what had 
pafTed muft neceflarily be fuppofed to be feh t>y him in ac« 
icedlng to the propofition« With regard, however, to the 
prefignation of Miniftcrs, he faw no reafon for it — If that 
Sioufe inf^fted upon (heir going out, there were two con<»> 
Aixutional rneaaa opgn to thcmp either by impeachment to 
proceed againft them for their (crimes, if they had conn 
piitted any» or by an immediate addrefs to the Crown ts| 
id^fire their removaJ. .The nemo v^ of Miniftcrs laywidi 
^bc Crown, and not with* that Houfe; in remaining in of+ 
^ce, tber efofc, with u view to keep the country free fvam 
anarchy and confiifion, and to prevent the govemmeiit 
from /ailing a prejr to that .Adminiftjration which had been 
removed, and {ixffcxivkg them to force themfelves upon the 
Sovereign againft his will, was neither illegal nor unconfti^ 
Kutional. Mr. Pitt enlarged on thefe ideas, and repea^d 
it, that the preient Adaiiaiftratioaa not having refigned, 
bccaufe they bad not the fupport of that Houfe, washy 
DO means contrary to law or the conftittttion. 

As foon as the Chancellor of the Exchequer fat 
down the Houfe diTided, Ayes, 223^ Noes> 204^ Ma« 
jority i9. . 

February j. 

Mr. Coh (of Norfolk) rofe after the private bufinefe was Mr.Cokfc 
Dv.er ; he faid he was forrv that the motion which he had 
!thc honour to make laft night had not its yet produced any 
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effe£l ; the honour and confequcnce of that Houfe w« 
both concerned, and called upon its members to take can 
that the refolutions of the Houfe (hould not remuni 
dead letter. He then moved, that the two refolutioM 
which were paflcd laft night fhould be read-, which lia?ii| 
been done, he moved, " That the faid refolutions k 
humbly laid before His Majefty by fuch Members of tbii 
Houfe as are of His Majefty's moft honourable Piiij 
Council.** 

Mr. Welbore Ellis feconded the motion. 
A debate enfued, which, though it laded till near elcrai 
o'clock, had nothing in it very interefting, and very littk 
novelty. The fpeeches of moft of the members who tool 
part in it being in a great meafure repetitions of what wai 
faid yefterday. For this reafon we (hall not go much into 
detail in our account of it. Mr. Pitt and Lord North dil 
not fpeak at all during the debate, nor did Mr. Fox, except 
for a minute or two on point of order. 
EarlNugcnt Earl Nugent exprefled his fears that the meafures whidi 
gentlemen were now going to adopt, would prevent tbal 
union from which fo much good might be expefted. The 
united abilities of all parties would find enough to^ 
to fave this finking nation ; and therefore he ihould grcatlj 
lament if any hafty ftep fliould deprive the country of t« 
abilities of any man who might be ferviceable to it. The 
right honourable gentleman at ' the head of ' the Trcafurj 
bad the moft fhining talents ; and every one acknowledge! 
the extraordinary abilities of the right honourable gentl^ 
man over the way, whom he fincerely wiflied to fee in of- 
fice-: he was good natured, condefcending and affable \ be 
was an agreeable and pliant companioui and fo was Jalioi 
Csefar ; that great man alfo like the right honourable gen* 
tleman^ had great connections *, but when he went too fa! 
they: fell oflF from him and oppofed him — Brutus waS the 
friend of Ctjefar ; but Cxfar having gone fo far as to mah 
himfelf the enemy of his country, made Brutus his enemy. 
The right honourable gentleman was leading the Houfe 01 
from ftep to ftep, but where he would ftop no one could ii 
much as guefs, 
Mr. Dun- Mr. Duncombe faid he difapproved of the motion on ac« 
combe. count of the form. as well as the fubftance of it. It woold 
have been a more majpily way to addrefs the Crown at once, 
than to fend up refolutions to it which feemed to be in 
their nature mandatory. H« then launched out into a 

pane* 
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panegyric of Mr. Pitt, in whom he could find no fault; 
and he could not confent to apply to the King to difniifs a 
faultlcfs Minifter. 

Lord Delaval declared himfelf a friend to the motion; ^^^ !>«• 
lie courted not, he faid, the fmiles of any man, and he **''**• 
feared the frowns of no man — The Conftitution he 
believed had been in danger, but the fpirit of that Houfe 
had preferved it. It was folly to expefl: a Miniftry could 
Itatid when' imfupported by the Houfe of Commons ; and 
it was equal folly in any fet of men to expe£k fupport from 
that Houfe, who owed their fituations to means the mo(t 
repugnant to every idea of the Conftitution. There was 
nothing in the motion which in the fmalleft degree affed-, 
cd the chrafter of the right honourable gentleman over the 
way; it did. not in any degree exclude him from a future 
arrangement, " Let him, faid his Lordihip, but quit the 
fituation that he owes to means which^this Houfe condemns, 
let him then come in at the door fairly and openly in the 
face of the world, and not by dark paffages and back fiairs, 
and we will receive him with open arms." 

■■ Mr. fVilberforc^ faid, if gentlemen called to their rccol- Mr. Wii- 
le£):ion the words of his right honourable friend the night b«rfo««e« 
before, they muft know that now there was very little if 
any probability left of a general union. And how, he 
faid could it be expedied, that after fuch violence, men of 
chara£ier could ally thcmfelves with perfons of whom thej 
did not think well, even though penetrated with the moft 
fincere feeling that union was neceflary to the deliverance 
of the country. He did not think with the honourable 
gentleman who had fpoken fome time ago, that the pre-^ 
fent motion was more moderate than an addrefs: In his 
mind it was lefs fo — it was much ftronger than an addrefs, 
and more unpleafant — It wanted the humility and refpeft 
of an addrefs — It was more fullen in its afpefl: ; for it 
.approached the Throne in a way by which the Crown could 
not anfwer, and by which they were prevented from hear* 
ing what might be the fentiments of his Majefty on the 
fubjeft. He had not approved of the conduft of thc^op- 
pofite fide of the Houfe from the beginning — It had been 
divided into parts, with an intention fecretly and blindly to 
commit the Houfe, and to lead them on from meafure 
to meafure, becaufe the leaders were perfe£tly acquainted 
that it was only by this means that they could have been 
.J)rought on fuch ground to their prefent viglent piocceed- 
I ingst 
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iBgs, It was averred that Minifters had come into place 
by unconftituttonal meahs. He wiihed to enquire into die 
truth of this aflertion. What were the circumftanctti A 
lioble perfon'Was faid to have given advice to his Soi^reiga 
on a bill paffing through the Upper Houfe. This^ adurjce 
he gave without going in the dark, without taking any ib^ 
cret midnight opportunity of gaining the Royal eat^. He 
had done it publicly, and therefore, in his raind, fairly. 
'Xbere was nothing unconftitutional in this, for it was a 
matter perfectly underftood, that His Majefty had hj the 
Conftitution a number of hereditary counfellors beiides Ae 
particular perfons who were for the time being his confi- 
dential fcrvants. But it was faid that the. Royal word \ni 
been made ufe of to influence the votes of the Bedchamber 
Lords in the Upper Houfe againft the Eaft-^India bill. If this 
was true, he confefled he ihould coniider this as an uncon* 
ftitutional and mod fcandalous ufe of the Royal nanae. Mini- 
fters had fome right to confider the votes of the Bedcbambcf 
Lords as pledged to their meafures; but was it exa£tly the 
fa£fc that the £aft-India bill was thrown out by the Votes of 
the Bedchamber Lords? The majority againft it on the 
contrary was nineteen, and all thofe who voted againft tbtt 
bill were not furely to be charged with yielding obedience 
to At Royal defire. But what had this to do with the ap* 
pointment of the prefent Minifters? If the Eaft- India bill 
had pafled the Houfe of Lords with as great a majority 
as it did the Houfe of Commons, ftill he (hbuld have tnank^ 
ed the Crown for difmifling the late Minifters. Tbey had 
in his mind ihewn themfelves unworthy the confidence of 
the country, and His Majefty had deferved the thanks oi 
his people for difmifling a fet of Minifters capable of brings 
ing into Parliament fuch a bill* 
XoTd John Lord John Cavendijh was ftrenuous for the motion^ 
CavcDdia. thinking it the moft appofite and delicate which the Hbufe 
in its pcefent ctrcumftances could poflTibly adopt. He 1^ 
plied to the honourable gentleman who fpoke before; He 
. denied that the union fo urged by a refpedtable body oi 
country gentlemen could be expe^ied to happen preciftljf 
as they wiihed ; the differences to be adjufted were many 
and important. There feemed in the opinion of both 
parties fomething which they confidered as facred, and^flXn 
on any confideration to be abandoned. This induced hia 
to mention the coalition^ which he did in terms of great 
ap|!frobatiop> aad appealed to the (rounds on which it toA 

placCj 



A. i>84. b E 6 A T fe S. <S 

jplace^ not as merely theoretical, but as fairlj and openly 
reduced to pradice. He was one of thdfe who could not 
account For the conduA of the Minifter, in fb flatly con- 
tradi£Ung the opinion of the Houfe, and treating their moft 
icarneft wifhes with contumacy and infult. He ' hoped, for 
ihefe and various other reafons, which he ftated with great 
modefty and pertinence, thit the mode of the prcfent pro^ 

fofitidn would meet the general approbation of the Houfe. 
[e was fure none, all things confidered, could be more 
moderate, more refpedful to the Crown, as well as more 
becoming the manlinefs, the dignity, and the temper of 
the Houfe; and whatever anfwer it might produce, though 
even attended with none of thofe effe£ks which undoubt« 
cdly might be expefled, ftill it would remain on the Jour- 
nals of the Houfe an exprefs and ftriking inftance of their 
ms^animity, under circumdances fingularly provoking 
and novel. He was very certitin that the American war 
;vas origihally the war of Parliament. It originated with 
Parliament, and was fupported by Parliament. The voice 
of the people was alfo in the firft inftance in its favoun 
Tbe miferable confequences only which attended its pro* 
grefs opened their eyes to its iniquity and the ruin which 
would afiurediy mark its farther profecution. This he 
ventured to foretel would moft undoubtedly have been the 
^StSt of the India bill. Whatever murmuring muft hav^ 
Attended its promulgation, the operations of fuch a plan 
would foon have produced the moft popular impreflibns. It 
appeared to him one of thofe few meafures which was fingu- 
larly calculated ta pleafe the people of this country. They 
were fond of whatever afferted the general rights of hu- 
jnanity, and this w^s the chara^iber of that bill in a very 
eminent degree. 

Lord i!A/|rrtz^ir reprobated the motion, as not by any means Lord Rfoi^ 
calculated to produce the objecl to which it pointed, and r»^*» 
•for the attainment of which it feemed principally defigned. 
He reminded Lord John Cavendifh of his anceftors, and 
ftated their politics in the reign of King William the 
•ITiird. This he brought home to the prefent queftionj, 
and at the fame time declared, that in no period of our 
hiftory were parties' fo equally divided. The comparifon 
between the preient Minifters and their predeceflors ap- 
peared to him unavoidable. The abilities on both fides the 
Houfe were, in his mind, great, and hardly to be paral- 
lelled in any other age or nation on the face of the earth. 
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-But the falvatiOii of thecduntry required virtue as weUm 
talents : and in this refpeft he protefted there could not be 
a queftion. It was obvioufly and ftrikingly in favour of 
his Lordfhip^s fide of the hOufe. The fituatioii of Great 
Britain demanded fuch a Miniftry as could venture on mcai- 
fures adequate, at lead in fome degree, to our.prefent re- 
lief. This required the confidence and the voice of the 
public. 1 he right honourable gentleman over againfl him, 
he doubted, was not that perfon. His intended plan of fu- 
perinducing a new power in the <:onilitution had, in bis 
opinion, deftroyed his credit with the public. It ccFtainly 
had this effeft, and in his opinion very juftly, for i^ went 
great and unwarrantable lengths. In enumerating thcfe, bis 
Xordfhip mentioned his prefent Majefty, and declared the 
bill which had been brought into that Houfe by the right 
honourable gentleman, and the conduft of the Houfe of 
Commons fince, trampled the Brunfwick line under foot; 
mcFox. Mr, tox here called the noble Lord to order. The name 
of Majefty ought never to be ufed in the houfe toaffed 
the debate one way or other ; and therefore he apprehend- 
ed the ufe which had been made of it chargeable with that 
confequence and impropriety. 
Xord*Mul- Lord Mulgrave endeavoured to eftablifli a diftinflion bc- 
%wrc, tween mentioning the name of Sovereign, as afie£ted by 
the proceedings of the Houfe, and afPe^ling them«- He 
^hen inveighed againft Mr. Fox^ and called tuia invader 
^nd plunderer. 
Mr.Defep- Mr. Dempjler called his Lordfliip to order a fecond.time, 
^*^* and appealed to his own candour and good fenfe, . whether 

his repeated afperities did not tend to widen infleadof 
clofing thofe diflentions which at prefent cxifted both 
within and without doors. 
X^rd MdU Lord Mulgrave exprefled his obligation to his honourable 
***'^: friend for this interference, and apologifcd for any expref- 
fion which he might have dropped liable to fuch a con- 
ftruftion. 
'Mf.'SherU Mr. Sheridan faid, the noble Lord had laid down a prin- 
ciple fome days ago, which prevented him fiom 'being far- 
prifed at any thing the noble Lord ihould advance. He 
ftated, that in the appointment of Minifters the Crown 
ought not to confider beforehand, whether they (hould be 
able to obtain the fupport of the Houfe of Commons. It 
had frequently been faid, that when there was a good un- 
derftandmg between the Minifters of the Crown and the 

iaouft 
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Houfe of Commons, th^rc was ground for apprehending 
that they were under the influence of corruption ; but at 
prefent the noble Lord might rejoice ; for there was not 
now the lead room for apprehending that the Houfe was 
in danger of being corrupted by keeping up too good an 
underilanding with the Miniftei^ of the Crown, who were 
tiow at open variance with the Houfe. If the Minifters and 
the Houfe of Commons were clofely united, the noble 
Lord >might poflibly call their union adultery ; but when 
the Miniilers and the Houfe of Lords were ''united in the 
fame bands, his Lordfhip would probably call that union a 
legal, marriage. As to what the noble Lord had quoted 
about Lord Somers, it was not at all applicable to the pre- 
fent cafe J for Lord Somers, on the occafioh alluded to^ 
flood upon very different ground from that of the prefect 
Minifters; there was an impeachment. in one cafe, and 
none in the o|:her. The right honourable gentleman at the 
liead of his Majefty's Councils had pn a former day faid, 
that he ftood firm in the fortrefs of the conftitutiorl 5 but 
could any fortrefs be called the fortrefs of the conllitution, 
which was not garrifoned by the Houfe of Commons? 
^They w,ere the natural defenders of the fort. There might 
poffioly be indeed a Lieutenant-governor of the fort, who, 
though he did not mix in the battle, was not lefs the com- 
mander, though his orders were not publicly delivered. 
The Houfe of Commons ought to infpeft the works, and 
fee that no fap was carrying on which might difmantle it. 
The prefent Minifters were labouring to evcQ. a fabric, that 
might (hield them againft. every attack ; but they were 
erefting it on gtound that was already undermined ; and 
however ftrong the pillars might be, however folid and firm 
the buttreffes, however well tuined the arches; yet, as the 
foundation muft be weak, when the ground was under- 
mined, not only the. building could not ftand, but the very 
weight of it would ferve only to precipitate its ifall. Secret 
influence was what undermined the whole ; it conftituted 
a fourth eftate in the conftitution ; for it did not belong 
to the King, it did not belong to the Lords, it did not be- 
long to the Commons, The Lords difclaimed it, and the 
Commons^ found themfelves thwarted by it in all their ape*- 
rations. An honourable member had aflced if the coalition 
of the right honourable gentleman with the noble Lord 
had not leflened the confidence of his friends in the for- 
pier ; be would endeavour to give 2^s fatisfaclory an anfwer 
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fs he could to this qucftion. When the idea of a coalitioii 
with the noble Lord was firft ftarted, he confcffed that be 
had advifed his right honourable friend not to accept of it 
and hi^ reafon was this : -— His right honourable friend had 
great popularity, which he might lofe by a coalition |re« 
fpeftabie friends, whom he might difguft, and prejudices 
of the ftrongeft naturb to combat. He made no doubt but 
limilar bbjeftions occurred to the friends of the nobk 
Lord, and that they were urged to him, ja order to ^ 
iuade him from coalefcing with his right honourable figiend* 
Mutual diffidence between men long accuftomed to oppoff| 
one another, might naturally be expefted. The prcjiH 
dices of the public all coiicurred to prevent this cpalitiom 
The middling clafs of people, for whom he had the higheS 
refpe^l, and to whom the Houfe of Commons muft look 
for fupport in every emergency, fooner than to the great 
were not certainly the beff qualified to judge of nice and re- 
fined points of politics : accuftomed to judge of ipeafurci 
by men, he apprehended that they would give themfelvei 
no time to examine the principles, motives, and grounds o^ 
a coalition ; but condemn it on its firft appearance, merely 
becaufe it was compofed of men who had long been political 
enemies: on thcfe grounds, full of apprehenfion for the 
charafter of his right honourable friend, he nnoft certainly 
jgave him his advice againft a coalition* Bu( when the ne^ 
ceifities of the times at laft pointed it out as the only meani 
of falvation to this country, when from the opport unities 
he had had of feeing the noble Lord and his friends, aoj 
J)roving the honour, fairnefs, opcnnefs, and fteadineft ol 
their con<Jua:, not only he did not condemn the coalittoo. 
but he rejoiced that it had taken place in fpite even of bit 
own advice : diffidence foon gave way to the ihoft perfeft 
reliance on the honour of the noble Lofd, and on that of 
his friends, and their fteady adherence to thofe principlei 
which had been laid down as the bafis of the coalition. It 
was unneceffary, therefore, after faying this, thathefliootl 
tell the Houfe his confidence in his right honourable friend 
had not felt the fmalleft diminution : fully acquainted witli 
his cbaraAer, he knew that he looked down \yith indiffb^ 
rence, if not With contempt, on riches, places, and dignities, 
as things by no means nfceffary to his happinefs : it was hit 
right honourable friend's ambition to deferve and preferVC 
the eftecm and confidence of his friends ; and he was ftjfd 
that be would facrifice neither, for all that place and cmola- 

mcnt 
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; incnt could bcftowupon him. Having faid fo muck in de- 
fence of the coalitionj^he could not help cxpreffing his fur- 
prife that he heard fo much about it from the other fide of 

~the Houfe ; and the more he looked at the Treafury Bench, 
fhe more his aftoniOiment grew upon him ; for there the 
pentlemen who were af^ually fitting upon it were divided 

?nto pairs, each of which was compofed of a member wha 
tad fupported the noble Lord in the blue ribband imd of 
Wothcr who had oppofcd him. Thofe gentlemen, fpeaking 
ip e^ch other, mi^ht thus addrefs each other : one might 
^y, *f I fupported Lord North through the whole of his ad- 
liiniftration, but left him at laft, when I found he had for- 
-fned a coalition with that abominable man Charles Fox.'* 
The other might reply, ^^ And I joined Mr. Fox for man^ 
years in his pppofition to Government; till at laft I found 
It neceffary to abandon him, when he difgraced himfelf by 
a coalition with that abominable man Lord North.** If 
' jthe ftate of the public credit and the funds ibould become 
Jhe fubjeft of difcuflion in that Houfe, one of the mem- 
bers of the Treafury Bench may very probably fay, *< it 
jvas the curM American war of Lord North that brought 
this ruin upon our funds ;'- this would inftantly call up his 
friend on the fame bench, who would immediately reply ** no; 
the American war was a juft and confiitutional war; it was 
the oppofiiion given to it by the rebel-encourager Charles 
t'ox, who caufed the failure of it ; and this brought ruin 
on the country.'* Thus a Treafury, formed on anti-coali^^ 
tipn principles, was itfelf a chain of coalitions : the grand 
coalition, which was the butt of every man's inveftive, had 
begot other coalitions ; but there was this difference between 

eie parent and the offspring, that with the former all was 
armony, concord, and union ; while the latter retained the 
heterogeneous principles of their original oppofition, which 
xnade them ftill a prey to difcord and confufion. An honour-^ 
able gentleman had iaid that the majority in the coalition 
jwas formed of perfons who rcprefented the rotten treafury 
Iborpughs, and who were brought in by the noble Lord in 
the blue ribband, when he was at the head of the Treafury : 
but that reproach was ill founded ; for the coalition had 
been purged of fuch members, fomeof whom having fpurned 
the hand that made them, and turned their backs oti their 
friend and benefaftor, had found a happy afylum in the bo* 
fom of Adroiniftration. From this fubjeft turning to ano- 
ther, Mr. Sheridan obferved, that if it was improper to in- 
* ' • tcrferc 
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terfere by any means with the exercife of the prerogalifei I 
the Houfe was to blame for having agreed to the refo.lutioa I 
which paffed ycfterday unanimouily, which ftated that a I 
firnv, efficient, extended, and united Adminiilration WM | 
neoeiTary in the prefent fiate of affairs : for fuppofing facb 
an Adminiftration was now formed, what might not the 
advocates for the prerogative of the Crown infer from it? 
That nothing could be more dangerous or more unconfij- 
tutipoal than fuch an Adminiftration ; for being compofed of 
all the heads of parties in botk Houfes, they would of 
courfe be fupported by majorities in both; and then the King 
would have forced upon him an Adminiflration v^hich be 
could not difmifs. 

Mr. Bank*. Mr. Banks (poke againft the motion, as did Sir George 
Howard, who condemned all the refolutions that had been 
•paflcd againft the prefent Miniftry, becaufe they were un- 
founded, being fupported only on vague reports and idle 
rumours. Before he would confcnt that thefc refolutions 
fliould belaid before the King, he defircd fome fault might 
be alledged to have been committed by the right honouraDle 
gentleman : for. it was contrary to every principle of juf- 
tice that punilhment (hould precede a trial. 

Mr. Rigby. Mr. Righy vepWcd^ that it was by no means neceflTary that 
a fault fhouid be alledged againft the right honourable meov 
ber, whom by the bye he thought faultlefs ; it was fuffi- 
cient for his removal that he pofl'cffed not the confidence of 
that Houfe. ' When a motion was made for an addrefs to 
remove Sir Robert Walpolc, there was no crime or fault 
laid to his charge ; and when he found that he had but a 
majority of one, he took the hint, and never after fet his foot 
in the Houfe of Commons. When a motion was made to 
refolve that the Houfe had no farther confidence in the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband, there was no charge of 
crime or fault brought againft nim ; and yet, though he 
negatived that motion by a majority of nine, he thought it 
prudent to retire, and did fo. What could keep the right 
honourable gentleman in his fituation, in defiance of the 
refolutions of that Houfe, he knew not ; but this he knew, 
that the confequence of the Houfe muft fall, or the right 
honourable gentlen^an muft retire. It had been objefted to 
the late Minifters, th^t they had not been able to make a 
fingle Peer ; this was not an objeftion that could be made 
to the prefent Minifters, who had already been pretty libe- 
ral of bonaurs : and it was ^ol alittle fipgular;, that of thp 
I four 
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«four Peers who had lately been created, three of them lived 
in a county where there* were a great many of thole places 
which are generally called rotten boroughs, Thefe creations 
were not like thbfe of Queen Anne*s reign', which were for 
.the purpofe of giving the Minifter amajority in the Houfc 
of Lords; for the prefent Minifters were already in poi^ 
feffion of a majority there : but thefe creations had taken 
place, in order that perions might be had who would do 
bufinefs in the Houfe of Commons. Thofe who remem- 
bered how the Duke of Northumberland gained his former 
4i(mours, could not be furprifed to fee that noble Duke, 
tottering under the weight of ribbands and coronets, dill 
anxious to add to them the coronet of another barony. Ic 
had been often fuggeftcd that if this Houfe fhould go on 
with refolutions, the Houfe of Lords might come to coun- 
ter refolutions t^they might fo; but he trufted there was flill 
too much fenfe in that Houfe, to countenance any meafure 
that might make a breach with this. If they did, however, 
' the counter refolutions would not prove the Commons in the 
^ wrong : and he hoped, that when the Commons conceived 
themfelves to be in the right, thev would not be intimidated 
' from the difcharge of their duty by. the proceedings of any 
[ other affembly. 

^ .;Mr. Aubrey and Lord Fielding fpokc againft the motion, 
^ as did Governor Jobn/ioney who made. 1^ the Houiie lau^ Gov. johi^- 
^ heartily, by faying, that the right ^nourable gentleman on ^°'>*- 
the floor calling upon the right honouraible gentleoian at the 
head of the Treafury to refign before he would treat with 
' iiim, put him in mind of the fable of the fox and the ra- 
■ vcn, in which the former faid, ** Monfieur Corbeau, come 
down from the high, branch on which you are perched, and 
then we fhall fettle thefe matters. 

The Solicitor General difclaimed any intention to be per- The Solid- 
verfe, or to make ufe of any afperity ; but,, fome few days torGcnerai. 
ago, a gentleman on the other iide of the Houfe had ufM 
.very harfli and indecent language to his right honourable 
friend, and which might juftify retaliation. He then called 
for the charge on which his right honourable friend was to 
be condemned ; he defied his bittereft enemies to produce 
"s one that could afFeft his charafter. He concluded by mov- 
ing an amendment to the motion for laying the refolutions 
•before the King, to this efFed : " Although, after various 
examinations into the ftate of the nation, no charge what- 
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ever was brought forward or proved, notwithftanding Hil 
Majcfty's Minifters had repeatedly called for the fame/' ' 

Mr. Shcri- jjj,.^ Sheridan fcid, that if the honourable gentlemaQ, ia 
ftatiiig that barlh and indecent words had been ufed by him 
fome time ago to the right honourable gentleman, nieaiK 
any allufion to any thing that had fallen from him, he 
.wilhed he bad quoted his words : the bonoiirable gentleman 
had a convenient, if not an accurate memory. Wl^at he 
fdid in aUuiion to the great Duke of Buckingham was, th< 
thofe perfoDS who owed their promotion to the perfonal h> 
vour of the Crown, and ftood on the principle of fayoriO' 
ifm, were minions of the Crown : the right honooraUe 
gentleman appearing to him to ftand on that principle, he 
had, in very proper parliamentary language, called him one 
of the minions of the Crown. 

The Solici- The So/tdtor General laid it was not to that faonoarabie 
encra . ggj^^igj^j^Q y,]^^ fpoke laft that he alluded, but to aaocher. 

Mr. Powys. Mr. Powys faid, that looking upon the charge origiaalljr 
brought againft the right honourable gentleman to be com- 
pleted by the refolutions of the Houie, the Hoafe was, of 
conrfe, bound by them ; and could not properly beat that 
language, which faid that no charge had been brought. A 
charge, and of a very ferious nature, was certainly brought^ 
and after various debates, refolutions were finally agroedto. 
He would, indeed, gladly have the bufinefs reviicd i but as 
long as it ftood as it dh^at prefent, he muft look upon it ak 
completed. He ftill believed that it had been intended dtat 
the prerogative ihould be iet up in oppofition to the rights 
and privileges of the Houfe^ and therefore he had VQteo oa 
tfaeoppoiite fide to the right honourable gentleman (^Mv, 
JPitt) to wbpm he was a gncere friend, but he was a ftiU 
greater friend to ;he Conftitution. 

The qucftion was at laft called for, and put, when the 
&licitor General's amendment was rejeSed without adtvi* 
jion. The Houfe then divided on the original queftion for 
laying the refolutions pafled laft night before his Majeftji 
when there appeared 

For the motion, an; -* Againft it, 187. Majority 
againft the Mi nifter 24. 

Mr. Fox. - Mr. Fox then moved to adjourn the farther fitting of the 
Committee on the ftate of the nation, which ftood for this 
day, to Monday next ; and the Houfe ad]04irned to Thur(- 
-day., 
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After foifie previous unittiportadt bufinefi, Lord Beau^ Lor^ Bcad- 
ti^w/ begged leave to fubmit to the Houfe a motion, to ^***™P' 
which he did not believe there tould be any bbjeftion : he 
confcffed, Ke had no better grounds for making it than ru- 
mour ; but he was of opinion, that every one would allow 
tumour was a very good ground for enquiry, Frofti rumour 
he had heard, that the Houfe of Lords had taken into con- 
fiddration a fefolutibn which this Houfe had paffed on the 
24th of December, and made it the foundation of what he 
tonceived to be a very unwarrantable attack upon the privi- 
leges of thp boufe of Conimons. His (urprife was great| 
Indeed, this day, when he was informed that the Houfe of 
Lords had beetl iitting laft night in folemn deliberation on a 
refolution which had. been propofed ih the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and which had been adopted on Chriftmas eve. That 
tefolutioti conveyed to the Lords of the Treafury ah opinion 
telative to the farther acceptance of bills drawn from Indist 
on the Eaft-India Company ; ^nd he underflodd that this 
refolution had been conflrued to amount to an aflumption on 
the part of the Houfe of Commons, of a power to fupercede 
an aft of Parliament, or, in other words, lo take away, by 
a refolution of one branch of the Legiflature, a power grant- 
fed by all three* But this furcly Was a conftruftion which the 
refolutioft would not admit } and nothing but captious malig- 
nity could think of torturing it, fo ias to make it fpeak a lan- 
guage fo little in the contemplation of the Houfe when it 
agreed to the refolution. The Houfe of ComiponS affumed 
Jio new power, when it attempted to ftate to a public board; 
how far that board ought, iii the opinion of the Houfe, to 
fexercife a power Which they might or might not exercife, 
at their own difcretion : there were a thoufarid inftances in 
the Journals, of inftruftions given to all the public^boards, 
with refpeft to the ejcercife of powers vefted in them by a£t 
6f Parliament ; -and there was not before yefterday, one fin- 
gle inftance in which fuch inftruftions had been declared to 
be an attempt to difpenfe vvith an aft of Parliament. The 
right honourable gentleman at the head of the Treafury had, 
at the conclufion of the laft feffion of Parliamentj moved a 
Refolution, that certain places, which it was clearly the juft 
prerogative of the Crown to fill up, fhould riot be difpofed 
of till the next meeting of Parliament, becaufe there we're 
tertain regulations relative to thefe places then- aftually de* 

Vol. XIIL L pending 
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pending in the Houfe. Had any one ventured to aflert, 
that the right honourable gentleman in moving, or the 
Houfe in adopting his motion, had attempted, by the rcfo- 
lutipn of one branch of the Legiflature, to take away froai the 
Crown a prerogative vefted in it by the law of the land } 
No one had been fo abfurd as to advance fuch a propoiition : 
and if it was not improper to ftate to the King an opinion of 
the Houfe of Commons, relative to the excrcife of a power 
given to His Majefty by law, could it in fairnefs be faid, 
that it was improper or unconftitutional for the Houfe to 
ftate an opinion to a public board ? It ought to be particu- 
larly obfervcd on the prefent occafion, that the refolution 
'i)frhich had given the Lords fo much oiFence, and which it was 
to him matter of furprife they had not long fince taken into 
their confideration, related to a fubjcft in which the public 
purfe, of which the Commons were peculiarly the keepers, 
was deeply concerned. The Dircftors of the Eaft-India 
Company are by law empowered to accept bills drawn upon 
the Company to the amount of 350,000!. but when the fums 
drawn for excefd 350,000!. then the Direflors muft apply 
to the Lords of the Treafury, for leave to accept fuch bills, 
or as many of them as €;xceed in value that fum ; and the 
Lords of the Treafury have a difcretion to grant or withhold 
that leave, as they (hal! think fit, or to grant it to what ex- 
tent they may judge expedient. Now it was well known 
that bills to the amount of between one and two millions 
fterlinghad already been drawn and received, and that many 
more were expefted from India. The fums for which thefe 
bills had been drawn werciimmenfe, and far beyond any thing 
that had been imagined by Parliament when the a£t alluded 
to was paffed. If the Treafury (hould permit the acceptance 
of all the bills, the public credit would be thereby pledged, 
and bound to provide for the payment, if the Company 
Ihould not be able to take theni up ; and would any ma,n be 
bold enough to affert, that (he Houle had not a right to g;ve 
an opinion in a cafe which might fo very materially afFeft 
the property of their conftitucnis ? He did not expeft that 
this right would have been queftioned by any one, and much 
lefs by the Houfe of Lords. The Commons had a right to 
cxercife it at all times ; but more particularly in an alarniirlg 
lituation of affairs, when the names of the Lords of the new 
treafury board were not fo much as known ; fo that it would 
be improper for that Houjfe, and a breach of its duty to its 
conftituents^ to tiuft fo important a concern to the diicretion 

of 
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of men^ not known to them, and in whofe judgment and in- 
tegrity no.confidcnce could of courfe be repofcd. He admit- 
ted, that he propofed the refolution of the 24tK of Decem- 
ber in a thin houfe: ^but, that was not his fault; he did it; 
not by furprife ; nor with an intention to avail himfelf of the 
advantage which he might be fuppofcd to derive from the 
abfence of the right honourable gentleman over againft him, 
and of feveral other gentlemen, who having vacated their 
feats, by the acceptance of ofEces under the Crown, were 
gone to rfew eleSions. The nature of the cafe, and the then 
lituation of affairs, appeared to him to be fuch as to call for, 
and juftify the motion he then made. However, he would 
not enter any farther into the fuhjeft at prefent ; it would be 
firft neceflary for the Houfe to know what had been done by 
the Lords, relative to the refolution he had made ; and there- 
fore he moved, ** That a Committee be appointed to examine 
the Journals of the Lords, and fee if any', and what pro- 
ceedings had been had by them on the fubjeft of a refolution 
agreed to by this Houfe on the 24th of December laft, or 
any other refolution, and that they make a report to the 
Houfe." 

Mr. Eden feconded the motion, but without making any 
fpeech. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he had not the The Chan- 
leaft ohjeftion to the noble Lord's motion. If he was defi. ""^^°^J*** 
Tons to know whether any thing had been done in the Houfe " ^S"*'- 
of Lords, founded on a refolution of this Houfe, the mode 
his Lordfhip had adopted was certainly ftriftly parliamen- 
tary, and conformable to the praftice of this Houfe. He 
did not mean to take any notice of what had been urged by 
the noble Lord in fupport of his refolution, becaufe he did 
not wi(h to anticipate what might be the fubjcft of debate on 
the report which the Committee now moved for might make. 
He meant (imply to obferve, that he by no i^ieans believed 
the noble Lord had it in contemplation to take advantage of 
the abfence of feveral gentlemen in office, when he mbved 
his refolution before the holidays; ftill it was very true, that 
it was pafled in their Houfe, when of courfe they had no op- 
portunity to refift it. 

Mr. Fox begged the right honourable gentleman wodld Mr. Fox. 
recolleft, that the circumftance of his abfence ought not to 
be memtioncd as a kind of oblique cenfure of the refolution 
moved by his noble friend ; for fo far was the noble Lord 
from wilhing to take an unfair advantage of the right ho^ 
L 2 nourable 
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Dourable gentleman's abfence, that it was that very abfcncc 
which mad© the refolution neceffary ; for had he been then S( 
member of that Houfe, aqd prelenr, it wa3 probable the rc-r 
folution would not have been prefled upon the Houfe, or fo 
much as n^oved ; for the noble Lord would have put foiDC 
(jueftions to the right honourable gentleman, and if, in anf^ 
wer, he had affured the Houfe, that until their next meeting 
after the recefs the Lords of the Treafury would not confent 
^ to the '.acceptance of any bills drawn upon the Eaft-India 

Company, there would have been nq neceflity vxhatcver for 
the refolution, and confequenrly it would not have hecn.pro- 
pofed.-r-With refpcft to the proceedings of the Lords yeftcr- 
day, thcKC was fomething in them which ftruck him as ex-; 
Ceedingly iingular, and very well worth the attention of the 
Houfe. The refolution which gave their Lordfhips ib mucl} 
offence was pafled on the 24rh of December ; the Lords, 
who conceived it to be a darmg encroachment on the part of 
the Commons, and a violation of the Royal prerogative on 
• pne hand, aqd of the privileges of the Houfe of Peers on the 
other, met on the 20th 6f January ; and yfet, thoogh they 
jfat almoft every day lince, they never once took notice of 
this bold attempt of the Commons till the 4th of February. 
Were the Lords indifferent, during jfll this interval, about 
their own rights, and thofe of the Crown ? Or did any thinff 
recently happen, which had fervcd to awaken their fenfibili- 
ty ? Yes; for the Houfe of Commons had, on Tucfday^ 
agreed to a motion for laying certain refolutions, which they 
jiad pafled, before his Majefly. 1 he very next day, and not 
before, their Lordfhips proceeded to take into conlideration 
the refolution which the Houfe of Commons had palTed fo 
Jong ago as the 24th of December lafl : fo that before they 
thought of taking this daring, this illegal refplution .into con- 
lideration, they waited until the Commons had agreed to a 
meafure ftriQly legal, ftriftly confliiutional, and ftriQly 
parliamentary, namely, a meafure for giving advice to thp 
Crown. From this procccdure of the Lords, this curious 
land alarming lefTon might be colleflcd ; that as long as the 
Houfe of Commons fhould agree in opinion with the Minif- 
icrs of the Crown, fo long they might pafs what refolutions 
they pleafed, unheeded by the Lords ; but that they no fooher 
lliould differ, and' advife the Crown to reniovc them, than 
the Lords would fland forth their champions, and commence 
Jioftilities againfl the Houfe of Commons. For his owjp 
part, he had long fufpedted, and the hiftory of the laft three 
• weck^ 
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^eeks confirtrtcd his fufpicions, that there was a plan in thi^ 
frountry, a confpiracy to fink the confcqueqcc of/ the Houfc 
of Commons, and vilify them to their conftituents and to 
Jthc world. There was a fettled defign fomewherc to render 
the Conin^ons fubfervient to the will of the Crown, and con- 
fequently ufclefs to the Conftitution. He remarked, that it 
was the conftant praftice of Minifters, when they found 
themfelycs fupported by the Houfe of Commons, to exagge- 
rate their power and their confequence : but when they hap- 
pened to be in oppolition to Minifters^ then they were cried 
down, then the prerogative of the Crown was mentioned in 
lofty ftrains, and the Lords were called upon to vindicate 
their right, which they were prompted to believe invaded by 
the cxercife of the mod conftitutional powers of the Houfe 
of Commons.. Thus praifed when they fupported Minifters^ 
vilified and traduced when they oppofed them, the Common$ 
mud at laft be rendered contemptible in the eyes of the. pub- 
lic, and confcqncntly unfit for any one of the purpofcs for 
which they formed a branch of the Legiflature. To ren- 
der the Houfe of Commons contemptible, and confequcnt- 
ly ufelefs, was the obvious wifh and objcft of thofe who had 
entered into the conlpiracy againft it ; the life of the Houfe 
of Commons was aimed at ; of this, he declared upon his 
honour, he entertained not a doubt : and when he fpokc of 
the Houfe of Commons-, he did not mean the Hobfe then 
fitting, but the Houfe of Commons, in an abftraft fenfe, a« 
forming one of the three great bodies of the Legiflature. If 
this was not the defign of the confpirators, would the, world 
Tliive feen that phenomenon in this country, a Minifter in- 
fulting the Houfe of Commons, by daily appearing on the 
Trcafury-bench as a Minifter, after the Houfe of Commons 
had declared they could place no confidence in him ; and af- 
ter they had laid before His Majefty their refolutions, by 
way of advice to the Crown, to remove him and his col- 
leagues ? And would the Houfe of Lords have been called 
upon to enter into refolutions againft the Houfe of Com- 
mons, .if there had not been a fettled defign to infult and 
trample upon them ? Was it not "known, that in His Ma- 
jefty's cabinet there were not wanting thofe, who were not 
the warmeft friends to the Conftitution in its prefent form ? 
Was it now known, that there were in high legal fituatlonf 
in this country, perfons who held and avowed in public, 
principles the moft abhorrent to the Conftitutipn ? Could^ 
ijien^ the Houfe reft at cafe under thefc circumftanccs ? He 
' ' ' ^pPC^ 
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bopfd they cpuld not: but he hoped alfo, th^t they wouU 
proceed not only with temper and modcratiDn, but with ex- 
treme temper and moderation. It imported much, that io 
the proceedings into which they muft go, they fhould not 
only be temperate, but that aifo they (hould be in the right; 
for if they had of late done any thing that was wrong, it be- 
came their dignity, their honour, and their jdfticc, to rcr 
cant their errors with all convenient fpeed, and to return tq 
the right path of the Conftitution. If, on the other hand, 
it fhould turn out, upon enquiry, that they had afted hi- 
therto with the ConffStution on their fide, it became them to 
he Arm, and not furrender their own and their coontry'i 
right to any power whatever. He would wait, therefore, for 
the refult of the enquiry, which was the objeft of his noble 
friend^s motion, before he fhould fay any thing farther on 
the proceedings of tlie Hpufe of Lords. 
TbeChan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer obferved, that the right 
^^^^y^J"* honourable member might, if he pleafed, have recollcfled, 
that though the Houfe of Lords did not proceed till yefterday 
to take into confideration the rclblution alluded to, yet the 
iioble Earl, who introduced ihe bufinefs yefterday to the 
Houfe of Lords, mentioned it foon after the recefsj if not 
cn the very day their Lordfhips met after the holidays ; and 
that there was no very good ground for the obfcrvations the 
right honourable gentleman had made on that part of the 
fubjeft. The right honourable gentleman had alfo taken 
notice, that though the Lords had taken no ftep to cxprefs 
their difapprobation of the refolution in queftion, they did 
Bot fa 1 to do it the very day after the Houfe of Commoni 
bad agreed to lay before His Majefly iheir advice to him to 
remove his Minifters. The Lords probably knew that His 
Majefty*s prefent Miniftcrs had had the uniform fupport-of 
the Houfe of Commons ever lince the recefs, till yefterday ; 
aod if they did know this, (which no one in the world knew 
but tbemfelves) there might be a foundation for the obfer- 
iration which the right honourable gentleman had made on 
that head : but if it Ihould lo happen, that the Lords knew, 
that ever iince the prefent Miniftcrs came into office, they 
found themfelves conflantly in a minority ; and that refolu- 
tions, no lels unpleafant to Miiiifters, had paiTed on the x6th 
of January, than that which paffed on Wednefday laft, he 
fhould really be at a lofs to dilcover how the right honour- 
able gentleman could think of building his obfervation on io 
abiurd a f oundatipn as that on which it actually ftood. Prct- 
2 ty 
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ty much as well founded was the obfervation, that there wa$ 
«i confpiracy to deftroy the Hotife of Commons, and that 
there were even in his Majeily's Council fome peribns, he 
Iknew not how many exceptions the right honourable gentlc<» 
inad might make, who were hoftile to the prefcnt Confticu- 
tion. There might poilibly be perfons fo credulous as to be- 
lieve fuch an idle and obfurd obfervation, and to fuch perfons 
It would be in vain to fay any thing. The right honourable 
gentleman, however, had gone fo far as to .point out a 
'Ikarned Lord, high in a legal office, as a perfoo who holds in 
Tpublic, principles the mod oppofite to the Conftitutioo. He 
*wifhed the right honourable gentleman waslefs fond of gene-^ 
''ral infinuation, and that he would be good-natured enough 
to remember fome of the expreffion/B of that learned Lord, 
on which he might be tried, on which he might defend him- 
fclf. Until the right honourable gentleman (hould produce 
ibme fpecific charge, he.fliould not attempt to defend a cha- 
raQer which ftood equally above cenfure and panegyric, 

Mr, Fox replied, that there was a great affectation of fpi« Mr. Fos. 
rtt in the right honourable gentleman, in challenging proofs, 
when he knew that from the offence no proof could be ad- 
<}uced. He alluded to doArines laid down by that learned 
Lord in places, from which freedom of fpeech and of debate ' 
made it impoiCble that proofs could be brought : he fpoke^ 
therefore, only from what he and all the world has heard ; 
but which was of fuch a nature, that while the man who 
could entertain fuch principles as thofe which he condemned 
ought to be looked upon as an enemy to the Conftitution, 
there was no way of l}ringing him to account for them. He 
fpoke, however, only from his own opinion. 1 he dodrines 
which he had heard that learned Lord deliver, were fuch at 
appeared to him repugnant to every principle of the Confti- 
tution. He was a man who difregarded the opinions of the 
Commons of England, and would render them, as far as in 
him lay, what they had been called in this^Hcufe — a dead 
letter. 

Mr, H. Dundas faid it had been frequently infinuated, Mr H. 
that he had called the refolutions of the Houfe a dead letter ; Duod»», 
but, in reality, he never called them by any fuch name. 
What had given rife to the infinuation was limply this : 
when fome late refolutions were propofed, he argued upon 
them, as ;if addrcffes were to be afterwards grounded upon 
them ; and in order to deter gentlemen from voting for them 
in the firft inftance^ left they ihould be led afterwards to ad- 

•^ drcffcs 
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drcfles, tjiat might lead to confequenccs of which they wo 

not aware, he (aid, ^* Are your rcfolutiqns to be a dead k 

tcr ? Or are they to be followed up with other irieafures! 

And furely this could not be called difrefpedful lariguagti 

fke Houfe. The right honourable gentlcBian had faid, th 

thete was a defign to leffcn the confequc^fxce of the Hoa'fei 

Commons \ but thofe, faid Mr. Dundas, who .know vA 

1 was, suid what I am, will never think that I, of aiH mei 

could ever entertain a defign to leffen the digttrty of A 

Houfc : foc whatever little confequence and diftin6{ioD 

have, if I have any, I derive entirely from this Houfe ; ai 

I know, that if the Houfc of Commons was to ceafe to I 

what it now is, a branch of the Legiflature, and ai check ai 

control upon the executive power, I muft again return 

the obfcurity of a dull and laborious profeffion. He w 

furprifed the right honourable gentleman (hould now thii 

fo ill of a learned Lord, with whom he had once formed 

part of an adminiflration^ and whom he ufed to call a Ve 

ipanly man. 

Bif.Fox. Mr. Fox replied, that he did not always remember hiftoi 

expreffions : but he might have called that learned Lord 1 

that name ; and perhaps there was not a better proof in t 

world that it was well beftowed, than that that nobler 

learned Lord had been bold enough to hold out fuch la 

guage in public, as was that to which he alluded. He tli 

did the right honourable gentleman at the head of the Tn 

fury the juftice to fay, he did not believe him to be one 

thofe who aimed at the life of the Houfe of Gonimontf; - 

The queftion was at length put, and carried without a i 

vifion. 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp then delivered a lift of members to t 

•***"?• Speaker, and moved, that they be the Committeie to infp 

the Lords* Journals, and that they fit to-raorrow« 

Thii motion paffed of coutfc. 

February 6* • 
No debate^ 

February 9, 

Lord Beitt« Lord Eeauchampy after referring to the teport of the Co 

«*»*«?• mittee (which was read) appointed on Thurfday to infp 

the Journals of the Houfe of Lords, afferted, that the Ho 

of Commons had afted in every rcfpeft agreeable to its fi 

ncr Gonfuetude on fubjcfts of a fimilar nature; and tl 

t 
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this point might be the more fuUt cviQced, he would morfc, 
*< That a Committee be appointed to examine into the ufaga 
of either Houfe of Parliament to intcrpofe touching the ex* 
ercife or non-exercife of difcretionary powers vefted in the 
fervants of the Crown, or in any body of men fot public 
put pofes, and to report the fame to the Houfc/* 
- The motion being feconded, a Committee, of which his 
Lordfhip formed a part, was appointed accordingly. 

The order of the day being called for. Commodore ^abn* Comnd- 
JUn€ rofe and faid, that before the Houfe came to any^ farther ^^^ ]^^* 
]*cfotution9, ot went into farther confidcrations on the ftatc ***°** 
of the nation, he wifhed the honourable gentleman below 
him (Mr. Fox) would bring forward and exhibit his India 
btlK He had alledged it was ready ; it was in his pocket. 
Why did he not produce it ? It was to his obftinaterefiftance 
on this fubjeft that the prefent ila^nation of public bufinefs 
was to be attributed. His Majeft?, his Minifters, the 
Country, the Parliament, and the Company, looked with 
e3cpe&ancy for the produftion of this new fyftcm of reform ; 
and till it was exhibited, he di(},not fe^ either how men iii 
office could quit their ftationt, or the bufinefs of the nation 
be executed; - ; , . 

Mr. Fox contradifted the aflcrtion, that public bufinefs MK Fox. 
was interrupted ttccaufe his bill was not exhibited. He 
would tell the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft why the 
aiFairs of the nauon were at a (land. It was becaufe a Mi- 
niftry perfift^d ih the retention of their offices, notwithftand« 
ing the Houfe had declared that they did not poffefs its con- 
fioence. Confidence is the ground of every government ; 
and without cqnfidedce no government can be conduced, no 
admihiftration can exifi. At the prefent crifis there was a 
Miniftry, but there was, in faft, no Government at all. 
How long a defperate fet of men might think proper to diP» 
turb the public happineft^ to interrupt the progrefs of the 
great national affairs of this kingdom, he could not fay : but 
he wifhed it to be underftood, that it was to them, and to 
their obftinacy, that all thofe difaftcrs were to be attributed^ 
which at prefent prefeuted themfelves under fo iiiany alarm*^ 
ing afpe£ls to the people of this country. He wifhed the 
Jioufe to pvQceed- with caution, with deference to Majefly^ 
and with becoming moderation at the prefent threatening 
crifis. No-circumnance could render their procedure either 
more refpedable or more efficacious, than this. The Sove- 
reign had' declared iu$ oioft gracio^ lAteAtion to Uke into 

Vol. XIII. M c^x^- 
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confideration the rcfolutions of the Houfe of Commons in- 
timated to him. He wifhed, therefore, that the Houfe 
would wave all farther procedure on pomts of fo much deli- 
cacy, till the cfFeft of its former refolutions on the Royal 
mind were fully known. This was a niode of procedure 
which he thought became the dignity of the Houfe ; and tiU, 
fuch time as it was known what His Majefty's determina- 
tions were, whether he was refolved to follow the example 
of his illuftrious forefathers, or to.purfu^ a different line of 
condu^^ he thought it would be fit to poflpone the order of 
the day to Friday or Monday next, as might feem moft 
agreeable to the fentiments of the Houfe. . 
hori Ma- Lord Mahon faid he did not by any means rife to oppofe 
****• the adjournment which had juft been moved. He only wi(hr 

ed- the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Fox) to explain 
fome particulars of his condufl:, and to fpeak the fame laa- 

fuage in the Houfe. The fubjedt was the voice of the people. 
le Had lately faid, tliat their voice was to be heard within 
thefe walls. There was a tiuae when he reprobated that doc- 
trine. The noble i:ordJ)eld a paper in his hand, which con- 
tained a refolution of the Wefljfiinfter Committee, which he 
would read to the Houie. It was to ihis e^K^ft. and it was 
dated from the King*s Arms tavem ; that Lord North's, lay- 
ing the voice of the people of England was only to be heard 
in Parliament was uncpnilitutional. TKis refblutioa was 
figned Charles- James Fox. This inconfiftency he would be 
glad the right honourable gentleman would explain. There 
was ftill another point on which he thought his condu£l re- 
quired to be explamed. He had heard nim fome time ago 
fay, that it was not the intention of the Houfe to flop the 
fupplies : but a very diiFerent fentiment had efcaped him laft 
Thurfday, in anfwer to the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) ovei: the way ; for then he had faid, that it was, in his 
iapprehenfion, very improper to go di with the fupplies. 
Thefe were things in which the nwie Lord fhould be glad to 
be (et right, efpecially as he conceived no inconfiderable 
majority of the right honourable gentleman's conftitucnti 
thought as he did. He had put thefe queftions, becaufe he 
wifhed to a<£l openly, and to bring forth an anfwer from the 
right honourable gentleman's own mouth. He fliould alfo 
like to debate the matter with him in the face of his confii* 
tuents to-morrow, where he hoped the right honourable gen- 
tleman would come foiward and give them an opportunity of 
putting fuch interrogatories to him as it becomes the mem<» 
bcr of fuch a city to anfwer i and there he trufted the right 
X - honour* 
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honoyrable gentleman would learn from his receptfon; that 
the majority of his conftituents condemned his condu£t. 

Mr. Fox begged only to fay a few words in reply to what Wr, Fo»; 
had fallen from the noble Lord, as he was well aware for 
what purpoife thefe mifreprefentations were now made. The 
circumftances conne6lcd with the refolution of the Weftmin- 
Aer Committee now read, which his Lordfhtp had not ftated, 
were, that' he was at tliat time Chairman of the Committee, 
and often obliged to fign refolutions which he did not ap- 
prove ; that the noble Lord, on thofe violent meafures, al- 
w*ays voted againft him, though he had no right to vote at 
all; and that confequently he might have figned the refolu- 
tions now mentioned, though he had voted againft them. He 
did not, however, mean to deny the opinion imputed to him 
in that inftance : but becaufe he thought it improper to fay, 
that the voice of the people was only to be heard in Parlia- 
ment, did that imply, that therefore he adopted the converfe 
propofition, that their voice was never to be heard there ? 
Such a conftru(^ion of his words was contrary to cominoii 
fenfe -, for h» ever did, and he trufted he ever had held the 
Houfe of Commons the natural and conftitutional org^ by 
which the collective voice of the people was to be gatherea. 
But then he begged to know whether the Houfe of Commons 
was now the fame with what it was when this refolution was 
produced? Had all that was done to purge the reprefentation 
of what they thought unconftif utional been of no avail ? Had 
all thofe ftruggles in which he had afted with the noble Lord, 
and other of his old friends, terminated in leaving the Houfe 
pf Commons in the fame corrupt ftate in whfch they found 
it ? and with all that load of influence againft the weight of 
the People in the fcaleof theConftitution, which, under the 
period and adminiftration referred to, deprived it of its ne- 
ceflary popularity ? The meiming, therefore, of the noble 
Lord was, that novir the influence of the Crown was reduced, 
the Houfe was lefs the organ of the people's fentiments than 
when that was the cafe. The diflference confequently be- 
tween the nobk l^ord and him was, that he contended for the 
People's influence, and his liordfliip for that of the Crown. 
It was by this fort of equivocal language that the noble Lor4 
was likely enough to impofe on many of his conftituents; 
and thefe were the miferable artifices by which the party whp 
oppofed the majority of that Houfe were afliduous to intereft 
the public in their favour : but he was happy that it fell to 
bis fhare in this manner to oppofe the fenfe of the People to 
t^at of die Crown/ It was the line of condudl he had al« 

M 2 ^>:^% 
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waye and uniformly purfued, and in which, wkh fome x^ 
folution, in oppoCtion to much importunity and intereiL 
e he had always perfifted ; and he trufted thofe who differed 
from him on conilitutional ground would never have any 
better plea. The noble Lord's other, accufation about the 
Houfe's flopping the fupplies, was juil as loofely and un? 
corf e£^ly dated as his former. The ftatemcnt at. lead now 
made had noc accorded at any time with his ideas on tha 
fubjedl; and he would rely on the recollefiion of thcf 
Houfe, whether any words which had fallen from l|im 
could bear fuch an interpretation. Moil certainly the tena 
of /?o^, for example, had not been ufed by him on the oc- 
cafion. It was a refource which the Conftitution placed in 
the Hbufe for its own defence, but which ought not to be 
a£lcd from but when authorifed by emergencies of the laft 
importance. It was, indeed, an efFe£lual redrefs, but % 
tedrefs which nothing but fome great and prefling neceffity 
could render eligible. He would not fay fuch an incident 
niight not take place, as it was not eafy to fay in what the 
frefent circumftances of the country might terminate. 
But undoubtedly it was a ftep to which he would not con- 
fent for one, while it was in the power of the Houfe to 
adopt any other mcafure more moderate and pacific. Hi^ 
janguage, therefore, in anfwer to the right honourable 
gentleman, was mifreprefented. He had ufed the word 
pojipone^ not Jiop ; and on what principle had he done this ? 
jBecaufe he could perceive no difpofition on the part of Mi- 
nifters to confulu the honour, the confequence of the 
Houfe, which is in fa£l the confequence of the people in 
this country. Much zeal, he underftood, was ufed to pro^ 
cure addrefles from various parts of the kingdom, that they 
might at leaft give an appearance of popularity to the prcr 
ient Miniftry. But thefe addrefles, confidering by wnorn^ 
they were figned, and to what purpofe, (hould not be con- 
fidered by him as decifive. He defired any one "^ho doubtr 
ed this only to confult the Gazette, in which, thofe efpc» 
cially from fuch places as Wolverhampton and York, the 
numbers in both bore no proportion to the populace which 
thefe places contained. 
Sir Harry Sir Harry Hnghton did not like this mode of fpeaking, 33 
jffoghtoxi. },g thought it contained refleflions on his conduft very un- 
defervedly. He had a£led with the noble Lord on the 
American war till he thought matters were puflied too far, 
and then he |iad withdrawn his fupport; He had alfo voted 
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with Lord Sbelburne for a pcace^ which be confidered at a 

good one. 

The Speaker put the honourable gentleman in mind that The Spei- 
\kt was deviating altogether from the point in queilion^ and ^^^* 
infifted on attending to the order of the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox then faid he meant not to blame any one who Mr. Fox. 
figned the addreiSes, as giving any opinion not their own. 
He dojubted not but thofe whofe addrefs it was, had there 
exprefled what they thought j but he contended that they 
could not be underftood to exprcfs more \ and in his opi- 
nion 1 60 was not a majority of above 10,000 ; nor could 
the addrefs of only the former, by any decent interprcta-. 
tion whatever, be called that of the latter. He therefore 
wilhcd gentlemen would not confider themfelves as aflFront- 
ed, when in the courfe of converfation thofe topics were 
jdifcu0ed in which individuals, from the late revolutions in 
politics, might have a6led with thofe with whom they a£led 
no more. By indulging fuch a fpirit as this, it would be 
abfolutcly inipoffible to debate any point without aft'efling 
almoft every perfon both in the majority and minority. 
He believed his colleague as well as himfelf had not uni- 
formly pleafed his conftituents. The noble Lord feemcd to 
blame him much for a difference in fentiment, for which he 
did not, nor could take any blame to himfelf. He had been 
called to meet the noble Lord in Weftminfter Hall, and 
there account for thofe things which had lately been laid to 
his charge. It had not often been imputed to him, that he 
had bet-n very fhy of appearing publicly. Some people had 
rather blamed his forwardnefs in that refpedl. However, 
)ie would always confult thofe on whofe judgments he de* 
pended, with regard both to the time and place of fuch 
meetings. He hoped at the fame time that the moment 
would foon come when the fenfe of the people would, on 
the fubjc&s of prefent contention, be fully underftood ; 
that Engliflimen would be fenfible whenever they could ob- 
tain full information of the danger there was In embracing 
the new doiiripe of there being another reprefentatiou 
than in the Houfe of Commons, For his part, if they 
could admit an hereditary reprefentatiou, the matter was 
^W over, and the difpute at an end. Thefe mifreprefenta- 
tions he was therefore obliged to refufe. He would advife 
the noWe Lord not to pufli them too far, for mankind were 
not always to be deceived ; and they would not t?e £0 in the 
prefent cafe fpr anylengtji of time. 

Lord 
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liord Mahon attempted to explain what he had formerlf 
advanced, but the Houfe would not liften to him, 

Mr.Powys. j^^r, Powys affirmed that the condudk of members ^thoat 
doors was no official ground of charge againil them in tltf 
Houfe. If gentlemen were to found charges of this kind| 
and on fuch bottoms, it would be but to adjourn to Weft* 
minder Hall, or the Court of Requefts. 

Lwdjohn hoid^.John Cavendijh informed the Houfe, that feTenl 

CavindiA. mifreprefentations had obtained refpefting the York meet- 
ing, of which he had obtained authentic information. 

Sir Cecil Sir Cecil PVr ay faid, that he had not the fame fentiments 
'*^* of the prefent diftraAions with his honourable colleague 
He informed the Houfe that he had attended a meeting of 
his conftituents at the Shakefpeare on Thurfday laft. Hi 
had there met with a reception from (bme gentlemen 
which he might not have expefted. He called f6r the rei- 
fons of their conduft, but had obtained no fatisfa£%orf 
ones. He owned that he might, amidft the prefent poli- 
tical diftraftions, have loft fome old friends, but to com- 
penfate for this he had obtained fome new adherents ; and 
he did not doubt but that his colleague was precifely in the 
fame predicament. ^ 

Sir J. Wrottefley affirmed that that he had prefented was 
fairly obtained. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. /^OAT faid, that 160 people were by no means the 
proper reprefentatives of a body Confifting of io,ooo. 
The motion was carried. 

, February 10. 

Mr Edeji. Mr. Eden reminded the Houfe, that a report wa^ now 
lying on the table from the Committee appointed to en- 
quire into the illicit trade carried on in this kingddm. 
There was a cafe which ought to be deemed part of the 
objeft of the enquiry of that Con^mittee, but on which it 
did not venture to give an opinion, becaufe there was ac- 
>1?ually pending in the Houfe a bill, which he hoped would 
anfwer every purpofe that the Committee could wifli. 
The bill he alluded to was for the better enforcing the pay- 
ment of the Receipt tax : that bill, however, owing to the 
prefent ftate of the nation, had been too long fuffered to 
remain unnoticed j and yet it was a matter of the greatcft 
magnitude, as the tax, if properly enforced, would pro- 
du<:e fo confiderable a fum as 50OQI. a ^cck. Ht did not 

mean 
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mean to embarrafs the prefent nominal Adminiilratlon 
iwrith queftions on this fubjefl:.; it was one in which every 
anember of the Houfe was interefted, and therefore he 
lioped that both fides would concur in bringing forward, 
"without any farther delay, a bill, through the want of 
'which this country was weekly a lofcr to a great amount. 
He called, therefore, upon the noble Lord who brought 
in the bill, to inform the Houfe when he intended to move 
to take it again into confideration. 

The Chancelltar of the Exchequer faid, that as the bill was TheCbaii* 
originally introduced by the noble Lord, his predeceflbr, l*"^'®^^*** 
he thought it not decent to take it out of his hands : for *^'**^^"' 
his own part, he thought that if it was the opinion of the 
Houfe the tax (hould be fupported, it certainly would be 
proper to fend the bill to a Committee. 

Lord John Cavendijh obfcrved, that though the tax was Lo'd »« 
unpopular, it was not upon that account he had hitherto Ctvcndilh. 
refrained from bringing the bill forward \ but becaufe the 
country, in the firft place, was in a (late of diilra£lion, and 
in .the next, . becaufe there werefome difficulties in the 
claufes, which he hoped the gentlemen of the long robe 
would enable him to remove, for his own part, he thought 
the tax a very good one ; the people had been taught to 
diilike it, before they felt the fmalleft inconvenience from 
it : but while he was fatisfied in his own mind tfiat it was 
good, he was ready to take his (hare of the unpopularity of 
enforcing it, and therefore, with the leave of the Houfe, 
he would take up the farther confideration of the bill on 
Thurfday next. . 

Mr. Huffky called upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer Mr.HuflTey. 
to declare whether he was a friend to the bill or not r for 
if he was not, it would be a very Angular circumftance in- 
deed to fee a member out of office attempt to carry a quef- 
tion of finance in that houfe, contrary to the fenfe of His 
Majeftv*s Minifters ^ he did not heCtate to fay, that be was 
himfelt a. decided friend to the tax: he wiflied only to 
know whether the bill was to have the fupport of the Mi- 
xiifter of Finance. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought he had already The Chan, 
fufficiently explained himfelf on the fubjeft, by faying he « "^'®^^|Jj* 
had no objeftion to the commitment of the bill. If the ^^ ***"* * 
tax was to fubfift at all, and the Houfe feemed to have de- 
cided that point before Chriftmas, it was proper it fhould 
be made as ^ffident as poffibk » and therefore a bill which 
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had for objcdk to make it fo, ought unqueftionably^ 
taken into confideration» When it (hould get into 
Committee, there he would deliver his opinion upon 
but more he would oiot fay at prefent ; and he thougli 
not a little ft range that gentlemen ihould thu6 queftic 
Minifter. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fofit faid, that every thing in that Houfe was noi 
new and iingular, tfaat.it was not matter of furprife to 1 
that the right honourable gentleman fliouid tbink the en 
tion put to him a fin^vlir one: but formerly .when M 
ftcrs and the Houfe were both the defendj^rs of the con 
tution, the former thought it not fingular that a refpedls 
and independent gentleman fhoiild put a queftion of a p 
lie nature to a fervant'of the. public ; and what quefl 
did the honourable member put ? A qneftion of finance 
To whom ? To the Minifter of finance. The Mini 
oertainly aded as if he did not like the queftion ; and 
anfwered it juft as if he wi&ed to conceal his opinion ; 
he ufed ifs inftead of pofitive aifertcdhs* If the He 
thoufight the tax fhould fubfift. That was not the lanru 
of a Minifter who had a decided opinion. He knew t 
when the tat was firft propofed by his noble friend,, 
right honourable; gentleman gave it his fupport ; bat he 
lieved he was not in the hoiife when the dhrifion took pi 
before Chriftmas, on the queftion for repealing it, 1 
tax was certainly unpopular; and he believed it wouU 
impoffible to find a tax that fbould not be unpopular, i 
was efficient ; but it was the duty of every man to face 
popularity, as he and his noble friends were dctermittci 
do, in fupport of a meafure which they conceived . to 
advantageous to the ftate. 
Sir Harry Sir Harry Hogbton faid the tax was unpopular it was tr 
Hoghton, },m jjg knew that in his part of the country it was very \ 
liked by all the thinking and more opulent fort of peoph 
Mr. Burke, Mr. George Onflow, and Captain Jai 
Luttrell, faid a few words on the fubje£fc ; and it was 
laft determined that the Houfe would on Thurfday t 
the bill into confideration. 
The Chin- The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved that the 
^^^^^* port from the Committee on the ordnance eftimates 

brought up. 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox faid, that if the intention of gentlemen in of 
was to bring up the report this day, and leave it to be c 
fidered by the Houfe on fome othqr day, he would not 
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pofe the motion : but if it was their intention to take them 
then intp ccinfideration, he would mofl: afluredly vote 
againft it. In the prefent lituation of affairs it was not 
furely expcfted that the Houfe would proceed to vote 
fupplies until it (hould be known what anfwer his Majefty , 
would give, Or whether he would give any at all, to the 
refolutions which had been communicated to him. When 
fome information on that head fhould have been given, 
then it would be for the Houfe to confider what meafures 
ought to be adopted : but in the prefent cafe, to give the 
fanftion of the Houfe to the refolutions of the Committee 
of Supply on the ordnance eftimates, would be to carry 
on the moft important bufmefs, and to execute the higheft, 
and, as yet, the only undifputed privilege of the Houfe of 
Commons, (bow long it might remain fo he could not tell) 
that of voting money, while there was in reality no Go* 
Ternment in this country ; or, what might be deemed 
worfe, a Government exifting in defiance of that Houfe, 
The privilege which this Houfe dill poflefled^ diftinA from 
the other two branches of the Legiflature, was that of 
voting money, as the reprefentatives of the people; but 
when bills were afterwards brought in, to carry thefe grantf 
into law, then the Houfe was ading merely legiflatively, 
and difcharging a fun£tion which was not peculiar to th^ 
Commons, but was common to the three eftates, namely^ 
that of making laws. It was the vote, therefore, of the 
Houfe, ratifying the refolutions of the Committee of Sup- 
ply, which granted money, and not merely the bill or bills 
founded upon this vote, which were only methods to en- 
force, by the authority of the Legiflature, the payment 
of money already voted by the Houfe of Commons; fo 
that in faft the vote upon trie report now oflFered would be 
conclufive, and pledge the Houfe, and - confequently it 
ought not to be called for until His Majefty^s anfwe;" 
Ihould be known. He underftood there was an intention 
to re-commit the report ; to this he had no obje&ion ; but 
he hoped no motion would be made that the report fhould 
be taken into confideration before Friday. 

The Chancillor of the. Exchequer replied, that though it The Chan^ 
might not be expefted that a formal anfwer fhould be given «^Jo'o'"^*»* 
by His Majefty, in confequence of the communication lately ^ ^^^*^ 
made to the Throne, as in cafe of an addrefs ; ftill no doubt 
it was neceflary, that by fome means or other the Houfe 
(hould be informed what line of tondufl; His Majefty in- 

Vol. XIII. N \^\^V 
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tended to purfue ; and certainly fuch information (hoold 
be given. Refpe^ing the report from the Committee on 
the eftimates, he would obferve, that the Houfe was not 
then full enough to debate fo ferious a queftion as whether 
th« {vLJpfly Ihould be ftopped. He would, therefore, after 
the report (hould be received, move that it be re*commit> 
ted to-morrow, and the Houfe might afterwards receive 
the report on Thurfday. 
Mr.Fox. Mr. Fox obferved, that if by (lopping the fupply, the 
right honourable gentleman meant refufing a fupply, he 
would tell him that nothing was farther from his intentiom 
but if by flopping he meant fufpending, he would tell him 
he thought that the Houfe ought to fufpend it until His 
Majefty's intentions fhould be known. 
|.ord Weau- * Lord Beauchamp faid that he was already in pofleilion of 
champ. ^j|g Houfe for to-morrow, as he had given notice of an in- 
tention to move on this day fome refolutions, which the 
attack upon the privileges of the Commons by the Houie 
of Lords rendered abfolutely neceflary. As to the cfti- 
mates, he had ftrong exceptions' to give, as they were 
founded on a fyftem of defence totally new in this coun- 
try, namely, a fyftem of defending the coaft by fortifica- 
tions, which, in his opinion, would caufe to bq negleded 
the defence of the country, the navy. But if the works 
.were ever fo neceffary, the fervice could not fuiFer from a 
fhort delay at prefent, before the eftimates ftiould be taken 
into confideration, becaufe the works could not be carried 
pn at this feafon of the year. 

After a tedious converfatidn, it was at laft agreed that 
the report fhould be re-committed to-morrow, and that 
Lord Beauchamp's refolutions fiiould be propofed on 
Thurfday. 
J^Jr. Dfffiip- Mr. Demffter concluded the converfation by obferving, 
^^- that ever fince the Revolution, a principle had obtained in 

this country, which had made the public bufmefs go on 
fmoothly, and without interruption : it was a principle of 
moderation which had prevented the prerogative of the 
' Crown, and the privileges of the Houfe of Commons, 
from being brought into pollifion. If the Crown and peo- 
ple (hoUld ever be enga^d in a ihuggle between preroga- 
tive and privilege, he, as one of the people, would have 
no difficulty to determine w^ich fide to take 3 but his mind 
looked forward with horwr to the event* 
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February 11. 

Mr. Eden rofe to make a report from the Committee which Mr. Eden, 
u appointed to take into confidcration the frauds which 
are daily taking place in the revenue. In doing this he re- 
ferred to an expreflion he had dropped on a former occafion.. 
He had then called the prefent Miniftrya nominal Miniflry^ 
which he thought ftill no improper appellation, for men 
who (tood merely on the footing of a Gmple nomination 
from the Crown, but which nomination could not render 
them an efficient Miniftry. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had denied the propriety of the term, but it (truck 
him as not in the lead aflFe£led by that commentary. The 
only way, in his opinion, to ftiew that it was a mifnomcr, 
would be to iliew that the prefent Miniftry is fomething 
more in reality than a name. He would not pay the Houfe 
fo poor a compliment as to fuppofe they could poffibly fee 
His Majefty^s Servants in a light more relpe^able. He would 
Dnly^remind them in proof of the dreadful fituation to which 
their obftinate remaining in place had reduced this coun- 
try. The ftate of India, of public credit, of our commerce, 
cfpecially with America, and of our conneftion with fo- 
reign powers, were fo many demonftrations that the go- 
vernment of this country was a weak, an imperfe^ one ; 
and to hin» it appeared peculiarly neceflary at this time, 
that we ihould have ^ ftrong, an energetic, and indefatiga^ 
ble government. Every thing connected with public af- 
fairs pointed to the fame obje£t, and fenfiblv augmented 
the preffurc which the people at large, which the Houfe 
of Commons, and which individuals for themfelves felt on 
this important crifis. . He fincerely and earneftly' wifhed 
gentlemen would confider the queftion coolly and tho- 
roughly, as the moft iftomentous and interefting that ever 
occupied the minds of Engliftimen. How long were the 
affairs of a great commercial nation to exift under their 
prefent derangement ? The Committee on which he fat 
were daily convinced more and more how indifpenfablc 
fuch an Adminiftration was now become, in order to pre- 
vent the ruin of the revenue.* It had already come out in 
the courfe of their enquiry, that not lefs than two millions 
fterlrng, were annually loft by a connivance with, or in- 
attention to this great objefl. The evidence for this efti- 
mate migh$ l?c demanded — It was large, multifarious, and 
H 2 " involved 
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invoTved — - Such as it was, however, the Committee had 
examined, or were examining, and ready to produce* The 
articles of which it confided were numerous, and when 
brought forward would undoubtedly fill the Houfe with 
^(tonilhment. In the mean time he ihould not encroach' 
more on the time which had been allotted f<Jr other bufi- 
nefs, but content himfelf with fimply ftating this refolu- 
tion — " That it appears to this Committee, that th'fe 
illicit praftices ufed in defrauding the revenue have iiw 
creafed in a moft alarming degree ; that thofe prafUcei 
are carried on upon the coafts and in other parts of this 
kingdom, with a violence and with outrages which not 
only threaten the deftruftion of the revenue, but are high- 
ly injurious to regular commerce ^nd fair trade, very per- 
nicious to the manners and morals of the people, and an 
interruption of all good government 5 that the more fccret 
illicit praftices in the internal excife of this kingdom havt 
alfo greatly increafed; that the public revenue is de- 
frauded to an extent of not lefs than two millions per an- 
num ; and that thefe enormities and great nationad lofiet 
well deferve the earlieft and moil ferious attention of Par« 
liament,** 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he did not by any means whati- 
etUofPitt, g^gj. j.jfg ^Q controvert fo plain a propofition, as had been 

{*uft ftated by the honourable gentleman. Much lefs had 
it any inclination to enter into a critical difcuffion with 
him on what ideas he meant to affix to the word nominal. 
Thefe verbal fort of nicities he would leave for the honour- 
able gentleman to fettle as he could in the firft political 
diSionary he fliould publifh for the ufe of his party. He 
only wiflied the Houfe to underftand or be made fenfibfe, 
how neccflary it was at this time to bring forward the 
bufinefs of the public ; and in the courfe of that bufinefs 
the honourable gentleman would have an opportunity of 
fpaking more at large, on the feveral points to which he' 
had alluded ; and when that opportunity offered, he trufted 
he ihould find him ready to meet him ; but in his mind 
the prefent was not the period for entering into a debate 
on thofe grounds, * 
4u HBffcy Mr. Hujfpyy wiflied juft to fay a few words on the fub* 
jeft now itarted. He had fat on that Committee, and 
could vouch for the truth of what fell from the honourable 
gentleman. The fraudulent praftices which had come 
nrider the infpedion of gentlemen were incredible and enor-^- 

moiis* 
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iSnous. Excefles had crept ifi which it became Covernmcnt 
^•o fupprcfs* In every thing abufes multiplied. To rc- 
Mnedy this glaring and fatal evil, an efficient and united 
"^dminiftration could no longer be deferred with any pro- 
pped of relief or even of falvation to the country. The 
^ght honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) in his eye, he 
3trufted very fincerely, would not let any obftacle, which 
Ibc had power to remove, ftand in the way ot bringing mat- 
ters to an iffue. He hoped the /ame complying and ac- 
<«ommodating difpofition trom the right honourable gentle- 
anan (Mr. Fox) on his fide of the houfe. Much and lau- 
^dably as a very refpeftable body of the Houfe had laboured 
^o effe^ this obje£k, it was uill at a didance. He mod 
ardently wifhed gentlemen on both fides would, by fuch 
«conceffions as they could make, cordially and manfully give 
"^xray, not to each other only, but to the calls and exigencies 
^>f their country ; which, while they were contending, felt 
•he confequences to its vitals. An honourable gentleman 
In his eye (Mr. Marfliam) who filled the chair in the meet- 
ing to which he alluded with exemplary propriety, he truft- 
md would read to the Houfe the refolution to which they 
liad that day come; and he wiihed the Houfe might feri- 
oufly attend to it. 

. The honourable Charles Marjham thought it by no means •ni« Hon. 
5igrecable to be called upon in a manner fo very explicit, ^***^2*V 
Jbut difagreeable as it was, coming from fo very refpcftable 
at member as the honourable gentleman, he deemed it hi*s 
rfuty to comply. He then expreffed what he thought to be 
the cordial, the unanimous, and the genuine fenfe of the 
gentlemen who met at the St. Alban's. They were ear- 
iieft and ardent in defiring a union of all the virtues and 
abilities which the country poffeffed, in order to efFcQ: 
ibmething like an adequate remedy againft the various 
evils under which it laboured. No man had a higher idea 
of both the two right honourable gentlemen (Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Pitt) oppofite to each other than he had. Their 
principles, their virtues, and their abilities were in his 
opinion great, and might do honour to any government in 
which they could cordially unite. This was the govern* 
ment in which the wiihes he trufted, of the whole houfe, 
the whole natidn, and every one ^ho entertained any re- 
gard for the conftitution moft undoubtedly centered ; and 
10 fiigh aa idea all the rcfolutions which the meeting at the 

St« 
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St. Alban's had yet formed were direfled ; and nohe moi 
than the laft^ which had been then fo particularly qdk 
for by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, ai^l 
every word of whofe fpeecTi he gave his moft cordial n 
unreferved approbation. He then read the refolutidn whk 
Was fomeihing to this eScQ. ; '^ That an Adminiftratioi 
founded on the total exclufion of the members of the lal 
or of the prefent Adminiilration would be inadequate f 
the exigencies of the public affairs." 
MK Foot. - Mr» Fox rofe vifibly imprefled with the fame ideas whk 
had been urged by the former fpeakers concerning a m 
neral and fubftantial union of parties. The defirc, in ki 
opipion, which went to this capital obje£l, was as laudaU 
as It was general, and what little countenance it could (k 
rive from him, he would give it openly, completely, an 
tinequivocally. It was obvious th^re could, at leaft on hi 
part, be no perfonal animofity or fpleen which might I 
thought operating to that cffeft in the leaft. He had bee 
generally, and efpecially of late, rather too apt to gif 
way where any thing like perfonalities fubfifted j and b 
trufted it would not be imagined his mind could be Id 
yielding, where there never was nor ever could be any fud 
thing — If there were, and thofe of a more palpable adi 
irreconcileable nature than any thing he could imagine 
this was not a time to cherifli or indulge them — Duty t 
the community at large, demanded every facrifice which 
man of honour and of "principle could pbffibly make-* 
This was not a period that admitted of any adjuftment tha 
related to the, little punftilios of perfonal importance, aw 
he trufted every public man, who ferioufty felt the in 
creafing preflure of public affairs, would think as he did. H 
would not now infift on the various neceffities which urgo 
from every quarter fome decifive and immediate remedf 
The news which had fo lately arrived of a final adjuftmeo 
between the Emprefs of Ruiiia and the Porte was an ob 
je£t of great confequence. He would not difcufs at thi 
time the policy which he forefaw it might produce ^ bu 
it required no great difcernment to fee that it would go; 
great way to fixing the confequence of this country in tb 
fcale of Europe. Our connexion with foreign courts cob 
fequently held forth a moft important objeft of politia 
attention to us, which required a management to which tb 
tonfidence of this Houf<? was effential ; and which, a€ 
Cording as we acquitted ourfelves, might be produ^if^ 
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to£ the moft pernicious confcquenccs. The very report of 
^c Committee under confideration, demanded an imme^ 
idiate and an effeflual attention. )f two millions of money 
<$ould be faved to the rev^enue, it became a queftion how 
it had not been fayed, and the confequences of having loft 
it ? The modes by which frauds to fuch a large amount 
liad been pradiifed were various, and muft have operated oa 
<he public to a great extent, and with fome degree of ad- 
^ir^ntage. Wherever, and on whoever this money may be 
recovered, a burden new and extraordinary muft unavoid* 
ably be laid. The reform meditated muft zffcOt certain 
parts of the country* However neceffary that reform mighi^ 
OCj thefe parts can hardly be fuppofed to acqulefce in it cor- 
<dially. How then could it be effefled ? How could the 
regulations it implied, bow could the meafures on which 
its efficacy and fuccefs depended, be executed without a 
€rovernment a£ling with the confent and fan£lion of that 
Houfe as well as the Crown ? He trufted gentlemen would 
•uttend to thefe circumftances \ th€ credit of the country 
called for every fpecies of fupport which could be given it. 
This would inevitably occafion taxts'to a very unprece* 
dented extent. — He, for one^ faw no other profpe£l of 
relief than by fuch impoOtions as would infallibly produce. 
it. What Adminiftration, deftitute of the confidence and i 
fupport of Parliament could cffcSt fuch an o£lje£i ? Tht 
unpopularity attending fuch meafures as could no longer 
be withheld in cdnfiftency with publiq fafety, would 
'deftroy the moft abl^, a&ive, and induftrious Miniftry 
ihis count J'y ever faw, without a very great majority, oif 
this Houfe at its back, Thefe particulars, and a great 
variety of others, ^e ftated with no other view in the world 
than to urge the neceifity of an immediate union of parties;. 
He, for his part, faw no perfonal objeAion on either fid^, 
and he trufted the right honourable gentleman faw none. 
The Houfe feemed fo generally interefted, and in fome 
' meafure agreed in the idea of a coalition, that he thought 
them entitled to as full an explanation on that head as he 
►was able to give them. He paid many compliments to the 
right honourable gentleman's abilities — He refpe^ted what 
•he had always underftood to be his political principles — 
JJone of thefe did any one whom he had confulted wifti 
,him to renounce. The union he wiftied to fee take place 
was an union of principfey and he ihould not be the more 
iurc of any xoan's priocjples from his readinefs to a^^^^^t 
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implicit in the adoption of his. There could in his app 
henfion be no perfonal contention between the right I 
nourable gentleman and himfelf. Whatever might h: 
occurred in the heat of debate, he trufted they were h 
alike fenfible, meant nothing pcrfonally difrefpe^^fol 
cither fide. It w^s obvious the right nonourable gent 
man was not flavifhiy attached to the emoluments of offi< 
he never thought he was, and he rejoiced that a Ute 
jR:ance had fo fully evinced that he was not. He trufi 
the Houfe would alfo give him fome credit on that fco 
No adion, at lead of his life, could be brought up whj 
in the leaft would fallen any very interefted charge agai 
him. So far their difpofitions were not diffimilar. Wl 
was the right honourable gentleman's ambition ? Wa$ 
not glory i A reputation grafted on the advantage wbi 
be trufted the country might one day reap from his ci 
tions in her fervice. A nobler, a more magnanimous p 
fion he would fay never fired the human breaft ; and wl 
ever was not animated by fuch a principle, did not, in 
opinion, deferve any ihare in the public confidence ; ^ 
no proper ohjcSt of popular approbation ; was not an ( 
gible candidate for Englifhmen's attention and applau 
Here alfo he was not without hopes he would be pern 
ted to put in his claim for fome degree of confidence 
the fame principle. He protefted that every other cor 
deration was in his opinion trivial and of no weight j tl 
no facrifice was too great to be offered at fuch a fhrir 
and that he would go any lengths with any man who woi 
ihake hands with him in this truly glorious, truly patriot 
and truly conftitutional ground 5 and he was ready to om 
that the right honourable gentleman had alwys- appeal 
to him as aiming at the fame great and defirable ( 
je£l. As on this fubjeft, however, he wilhed to cone 
nothing, he would fay the only fufpicion he entertain< 
and which had originated in the mode by which the ri{ 
honourable gentleman obtained and kept pofleflion of pow 
was, that he entertained an opinion that the Crown mi| 
appoint a Miniflry, and perfift in fupporting them, w 
had not the confidence of the Houfe. He wifhed he mic 
find the fufpicion ill founded, but he dreaded to find it tru 
for then an union on fuch a principle was impoflible. 
^vent to deprive this country of an executive govemmci 
in which the people had any concern, over which they coi 

€xcrc; 
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ixcrcifc aiiy control. All the inftances of voting money 

was on a principle of confidence. The Minifter's influence 

^ in the Houfe depended on what confidence they h^d iii 

him^ he was their truftee i to them he was fefponfible for 

' every article of public expenditure. The very eftimatci 
to be confidered this night were inftances of the fame prin- 
ciple in the Conftitution ; and every fum of money voted 
for the Ordnsmce, was voted by gentlemen incapable of 
judging for themfelves whether thefe fums vzere propc?tIy 
applied or not ; but in confidence that Lord Townfliend, 
the Duke of Richmond, or any other whofe province it was 

• to dire£t the bufinefs Of that very impbrtarit department, 
were competent to pronounce on the fitneft of the objefta 
for which this money would be applied. He did not well 
apprehend where the difierence between the right honour- 
able gentleman and him, in refpe£t to meafures, could lie; 
That concerning their feveral plans for the government 
of India, though decided already by the Hoiife, he was 
ftill willing to accommodate as far as poflible. His bill, ht 
thought at the fame time, would be alofer by the new ma^^ 
difications ^o which he was willing to fubmit it; but he 
would gladly have it poflefled of as much public confidence 
asT poflible. He was therefore happy to affure the Houfe, that 
whatever feemed moft objeftionable with regard efpecially 
to patronage, would at leaft in a great meafure be removed.. 
Few exceptions on this very material point at leaft, would^ 
he perfuaded himfelf, remain, in confequence of the plan 
which he had now under contemplation ;^ but notwithftand- 
ing this, ihould any difcordance of opinion ftill continue 
on that head, he faw no impropriety in fubmitting even 
that to the difcuflion of Parliament. The only obftacle, 
then, which ftill remained, was the prefent fituation of the 
right honourable gentleman. He declared the perfonal 
attentions or fituation of his noble friend (Lord North) 
would prove none. But there could be no cordial, no fii*m 
or eflicient union, till the right honourable gentleman and 
his party fubmitted to the conftitution of the country. The 
expedient referred to in the Duke of Portland's letter was, 
that they ihould ceafe to be the Minifters of this country, 

' but continue to fupport the etiquette of ofiice till a proper 
arrangement could be made* He declared, however, that, 
as a man of honour, he faw no other hindrance to the union 
which had been urged than that now ftated j that he could |iot 
treat with men while they refufed to treat on conftitutional 
/Voi^ XIII, ' O grounds \ 
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grounds ; that he meant only to fupport the cdnilituticmal 
confequence of the people of England ; and that a negoeift* 
tion which admitted a precedent fo deftrudive of it, wstt 
incon&ftent with bis perfonal honour, and with his du(y IMt 
his country. 
The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid there was one «<mn4 
leiiorof the pj^ ^hich gentlemen feemed principally to wife for 9a 
E.xehequer. ^j^-q„ . ^^j^j ^j^^j ^^^^ ^^^^ jf ^j^g prefent Miniftry was dit 
mined, and the Ute one reflored, the oppofition that ke 
would give to the meafupes of that Adminiflration wouU 
prevent Jthe members of it from a£ling with all that vigour 
and eflacacy that the ftate of affairs required ; on this fub- 
j^&L he would have faid this much, that he ihould not b» 
found in any oppofition to any meafure which ihould appeas 
to him calculated for the public good ; he knew heavy bur-> 
dens mull be laid on the people, let who will be Miniiiers ;. 
and to thofe burdens he would pot objedt, if he ihould fer 
they were laid on with judgment and difcretion ! As to 
union, it was not poilible that any man could wifli for it 
more fincerely than he did, provided it could be eflfed^ 
Upon principle and with honour. The right honourable 
gentleman fpokelaft of perfonal fituations, and he did right j 
for if they could agree upon every thing elfe, it was impoffi* 
ble they could differ on that head. There might, indeedi^ 
be perfonsi againft whom he had no perfonal diflike whatever;^ 
whpfe private character he refpe£ted and revered; whoft 
abilities were eminent ^ and yet, notwithftanding all" this^ 
they were perfons of that defcription," with whom he could' 
never bring himfelf to adl in the cabinet. [It was. Lord 
North only Mr. Pitt had in view.] The right honourable 

feqtle^n^n faid, au union might take place, in which one. 
4inifter might look to the right for fupport and confidence,^ 
and another to the left; but h^ thought a Minifter ought to~ 
look to both : he ought to look for the confidence of his' 
Sovereign, and For the confidence of that Houfe ; he would*' 
go farther, he ought to look for the confidence of the Houfe 
of Lords and of the people. He had laid to the Houfe be* 
fore, and he would repeat it again, that there was no law in* 
this kingdom, which made it criminal in him to remain in 
office, notwithftanding a refblution of the Houfe of Com<>^ 
mons. He would, however, admit, that the confidence oP 
that Houfe was abfdutely necefiary, and that an Adminil^ 
tration could hot laft that did not pofiefs it. He drd^not^ 
however, agree with the right honourable gentleman in opi-^ 
nion, that there was any fimiUt^ between the refolutionof' 
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the 1 6th of January laft, and that jH-inciple of confidence 
€>n which money was voted in that Houfe. It was certainly 
necefiary that the Commons, in matters which, heiiig en- 
tirely profeffional, they were not able to judge of> ihould 
connde for the propriety of them^ in the Minifter from whofe 
idepartment the eftimates came ; as, for inftance, in the cafe ' 
of the Ordnance eftimates, which were to be voted that even- 
inc^ the Houfe muft of courfe repofe a confidence in thfe 
IVIafter General of the Ordnance, whofe duty and ptofeflion 
it was to fee and judge that th6 eftimates were proper; but fure^ 
ly the right honourable gentleman would not declare that this 
was the kind of confidence the Houfe had in view when the 
xefolution of the 16th of January pafled. With refpeift to 
the reiignation which the right honourable gentleman looked 
for as a preliminary to a treaty, he was ready to fay this 
much, that he and liis colleagues were ready to refign the 
moment there (hould be a profpefb of an Adminiftration be^* 
ing formed by whom the country might be effectually ferved. 
But when he confidered the duty he owed to his Sovereign 
and to the people, he could not reconcile it either to that 
dttty or to his own honour, to refign fooner. With refpedl 
jto the India bill, there were points which he had hitherto 
maintained, and from which he felt not the leail difpofition 
to recede; and if the part he had taken in coming into ofiice, 
had produced no other good than that of defeating a mea- 
fure that threatened even the Conftitution of the country, ^ 
he fbould ever think he had done a meritorious fervice. If 
fuch alterations fhould be made by the right honourable gen- 
tleman as would remove the grounds of his apprehenfions 
for the Conftitution, he would find great confolation even in 
this, though other parts ftiould remain in the bill to which 
his objections were as ftrong as ever. 

Lord North fpoke to the following effed : Urd North 

1 was not here at the commencement of this debate, but 
I can eafily fee from what has pafted fince I came into the 
JHauTe) that I have formed a confiderable part of the fub|e<St 
qS what has been faid. Give me leave therefore, Sir, to fay 
a few words upon a fubjedl which I am fure 1 do not wifh to 
make the topic of debate here, but which were I to pafs over, 
now that it is brought forward, I fhould do injuftice to my- 
felf, and Ihould be wanting in refpedk to the Houfe. Sir, it 
IS impoffible for me not to perceive that the right honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft, alluded to me, as the perfon with 
whom he could not adl. I beg leave to fay, Sir, that'what- 
ever that gentleman's opinio^ may be, from whatever indivi* 
^u^l <;^uart?r tha; language may come, with whatever flow of 
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words or turn of phrafe it may be exprefled, I ihall nev 

think it incnmbent upon me to yield my fituation, to defii 

ior be diven from the ground upon which I ftand in this com 

llry, to gratify the whim, the caprice, or unreafonable prgi 

dices of one individual, whatever may be his iitdation orl 

opinion of himfelf. But if in the prefent diftradted fituatk 

of public affairs, brought on by the means ufed by tKe rkj 

honourable gentleman to obtain his fituation, I find & 

the public voice calls for my retirement, that I am in theoj 

nion of the public at large, and in reality the obftacle toi 

formation of that ftable^ extended, and united AcTminiftrati 

which the prefent diftradlions require, God forbid that 

Ihould be the perfon to ftahd in the way of fo great and « 

teffary a meafure. I can appeal, Sir, to the uhiform ten 

of my life, if fiich a conduft be conformable to it. I c 

taffure yoii. Sir, and the Houfe, that whenever it fhall appc 

to be the fenfe of the public that I am the obftacle, there 

ho loVe of power, no love of emolument, no ohjedl of an 

bition, that fliall induce me to remain one moment the^b 

to fo great a public benefit, as a flable, firm Admihiftratio 

calculated to govern the country in its prefent arduous a] 

critical fituation. But, Sir, it is to be judged ho^ far 1 a 

the obftatle that fl:iirids in the way of fuch arrahgemeni 

My right honourable friend near hie (Mr Fox) has ftat 

the principle upon which he ts ready to unite with therig 

honourable gentleman. He has ftated the conceffiOns he 

J*eady to make in his bill for the gdvernment of IndiU ; he h 

ftated the ground and principle upon which they differ, tb 

the right honourable gentleman muft fubmit to the diflat 

of this Houfe, before he can be united in principle with o 

tight hohoufable friend. But has the right honourable ge 

tleman fhewn any fpirit of Coriceffion. No, Sir, the rig 

honourable gentleman chufes to declare, that he cannot a 

With me ; but does he bend to the repeatedly declared opimi 

of the majority of this Houfe, that they can have no con; 

dence in him -, is he ready to fobmit to this branch of t 

Legi,flature, to vindicate the honour of the Houfe to t 

true principles of this Conftitution. No. But in this A 

of conceffion for the benefit of the country, the right ho 

curable gentleman avoids the cohceffions which he owes 

the. Houfe of Commons, but fl:afes it as a matter of pri 

ciple to exclude me. lam but a trifling objeft indeed, cor 

pared with the Conftitution of this country, and the honbo 

reputation, and dignity of this Houfe. Let the right hoi 

ourable gentleman do what he ought to do to this Houl 

- ■ ' iu 
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t and it is of little comparative importance indeed what be* 
|- comes of me, " Muum ut voles cum Republica redi in Gratiam^ 
i~ But the right honourable gentleman, inftead of making the 
r ^ jconceflions that are required by the Houfe, fays, in anfwer 
I to my right honourable friend, that he muft look both to the 
pr jright and to the left. That he confiders the confidence of 
iT Jthis Houfe not alone fufKcient for a Minifter in this country; 
but that befides that, there (hould be the confidence of tne 
King, the confidence of the other Houfe, and the confidence 
■^ of the public. I agree with the right honourable gentleman. 
The confidence of His Majefty is highly neceflary, and God 
forbid that any man fhould pronounce fuch a libel upon the 
iPrince upon the Throne, as to fuppofe His Majefty not to 
give his confidence to thofe he appoints his Minifters. The 
^ confidence of the other Houfe is important, the confidence 
of this Houfe is moft efliential, and the confidence of the 
public is of great and fignal utility. T agree with the right 
honourable gentleman that they are all neceflary. Nay, fo 
neceflary, Mr. Speaker, that 1 cannot admit of one nngle 
exception — No, not one. I therefore fay, Sir, that while 
there is an exception to the right honourable gentleman, 
while this Houfe withholds their confidence from him, while 
he continues in ofiice in defiance of their opinions repeated- 
ly exprefled, he wound's the honour of this Houfe, he tar- 
nifties its reputation and deftroys and overturns the princi- 
ples of the Conftitution of this country as^they have exifted 
fever fince the Revolution. Let the right honourable gentle- 
man conform to the Conftitution, and I am fure, as I faid at 
fetting out, though T will not retire to gratify the unfounded 
prejudices of any man, I will not allow myfelf, if the public 
and the country require it, to be the obftacle to the ^rma- 
tion of a fteady, extended, and united Adminiftration, which 
. this Houfe unanimoufly voted to be neceflTary, which the 
right honourable gentleman agreed to in his vote, but which 
he is determined not to promote by his condufl. 

The honourable Charles Marjham returned his moft fincere The hoii. 
and hearty thanks to the noble Lord, for the noble, upright, ^^*'' ***'^ 
patriotic, and difinterefted conduct he ^I'S night difplayed^ *"** 
which would juftly entitle him to the thanks of his country. 
The right honourable gentleman on the Treafury bench 
muft now be fenfible, he faid, that all the obftacle to a re- 
iinion refted with him. He was now called upon to reCgn 
in the manner pointed out by the right honou^rable gentleman 
over againft him. Let him then refign ; if he found that a 
treaty was afterwards pradicable, then the union would of 

courfe 
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courfe take place ; if on the other band he fliould find dii- 
culties relative to perfonal fituationSy though now diiciaimci 
he might then refume his prefent employment; and Qi 
ilating the grounds of difficulty to be with the gentlemen 
the other fide, there was no doubt but he would receive a 
pie fupport from the Houfe ; but as matters now iloody k 
appeared to him impofiible that he fhould remain Minifls 
any longer under the prefent circum fiances, 

Mr, Powys. Mr. Pcwys paid his tribute of applaufe to the patrjotit 
condu£): of the noble Lord ; for his private 'character he hit 
already the greateft refpeft, and his fpeech this night did Ifi 
public charafter the greateft honour. For his own part, Iv 
was not one of thofe who would inGft upon fecluding. Ae 
»oble Lord from a fhare in a future Adminiftration ; but. 
fince he had himfelf fo dilintereftedly and fo nobly expreffij ' 
a readinefs to facrifice his own profpefls to his country^ 
good, he now confefled that the fault would be the right 
honourable gentleman's, if he any longer ' refufed to pay tp ' 
the Houfe oi Commons that deference due to a branch of the 
Legiflature. It gave him pain to fay it, but it was truai 
that, while his right honourable friend refufed to refign, 
after what tlie refolutions of the Houfe had declared, and 
what had been faid in the course of the prefent debate, he 
and his right honourable friend muft be two. His right 
honourable friend acknowledged that the confidence of the 
Houfe of Commons was neceffary to a Minifler ; did he 
think that to rcfift that Houfe of Commons was the way to 
gain its confidence ? Was it not much more likely that he 
would gain it by facrificing his opinion to that of the Houie^ 
and afting in conformity to its wifhes? There was no doobC 
of this; and therefore he was of opinion, for one, that 
his right honourable friend muft refign. 

-d.Mahon. Lord ^/^(9« faid, that his right honourable fiiend ought" 
to refifl die fenfe of the Houfe of Commons, if by fo doing 
he could prefervfe the Conftitution, But the moment he faW 
the Conftitution was out of danger, then it would be crimi- 
nal in him to oppofe the wiflies of the Houfe; for he (Lord 
Mahon) was fo great a friend to the democracy of this go- . 
vernment, that, except for the purpofe of faving the Confti- 
tution, he would not lufFer prerogative to ftand in the way of 
the juft rights of that Houfe. But when the Houfe claimed 
a power of naming Miniflers, it deftroyed the Conftitution ; 
and that it afTumed the right of nominating Minifters was ' 
very clear ; for if the Houfe arroe:ated the right of negativing 
tha King's appointment, and io ictj^i qHoties^ this would 

\ amounij 
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aSRnoimt in fa£l to a direSt appointment. Now, with refpeA 
tto the fafety of the Conftitution, he did not think it could be 
Secured until the India bill fhould be difpofed of; and when 
irtiat (hould happen, and all the dangers that might arife from 
it adverted, then, but not before, he would advife his right 
|K>nourable friend to refign. 

^ General Comvay faid, that the right honourable gentleman, ^«n- Con- 
jfjt the head of the Treafury, had not yet given an explicit ^'^* 
gt^fwer, though prefled even by his friend, a moft refpeAable 
mmnber, to declare then, whether or not he would refign.' 
7he noble Lord, it would feem, now put the refignation 
Upon another event, and not upon the late refolulions of the 
Houfe; and that was upon the fuccefs of the next India bill; 
Krbich was as much as to fay, that if the Houfe fhould difier 
Erom the right honourable gentleman on that head, then he 
irould remain in office in fpite of the Houfe. How this 
Bould be reconciled to decency or duty, he could not tell ; 
tiot when he confidered the ftate of Europe, of our finances, 
iievenues, and credit, and alfo the ftate of Ireland ; and while 
BMUnifters remained in office under their prefent circum*- 
Igtances, as no one flep could be taken refpedting thefe great 
dbje£ts, he muft fay it viSisdi/hone/ito remain in office, to the 
Cjifpenfion of all tne great meafures that th^e obje£ls fo 
g^efiingly called for. 

Mr. roujys faid the honourable gentleman was miftaken; Mr.Powys. 
Rie did not prefs his right honourable friend to give an anfwer 
^w ; on the contrary, he wifhed him to take time to con- 
Gder and to confult ; and he made no doubt but his right 
honourable friend would give to the Houfe on Friday a moft 
fatisfaflory anfwer, fuch as would meet the wiflies of the 
0f hole Houfe, to the refolutions that had been laid before 
His Majefty. 

CSovernor Johnjione condemned as abfurd, the wifli to CoTcrnar 
anitc all the abilities of the Houfe, and yet to exclude from J^hnaono. 
ibe union the noble Lord in the blue ribband, whofe abili- 
ties were fo great and fo well known to the Houfe. He ad- 
:iiitted the abilities of Mr. Fox to be great ; he allowed him, 
:p be one of the greateft men in the world; but he was no 

? -eater than Julius Caefar, . who undid Rome. Oliver Crom- 
ell alfo was a great man, and had led the Houfe of Com- 
mons great lengths, but he overturned the Conftitution : this 
He thought would have been the cfFeS of the right honour- 
rtdc ^entlenMin*9 India- bill if it had palfed, and it was prc- 
rwt«d,l>y the right honourable gentleman over the way ; 

an4 
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and his coDttDuaDce id office was no IcCt ncccffjtrjy in order 
to prevent the bill from paffiog io any other (hape with aOf 
daogeroos claofe in it^ than his going into officx, or coo* 
lenting to do fb, had been necefiary to defeat the firft Indil 
bill. He declared he had no prejudice to the right honoar^ 
able gentleman ; fo far from it, that if there was to be a^ 
cledion of a King in this country, he would moft cordially 
give him his vote : but he wifhed to preterve the Conftita^ 
tion from that euthanelia, to which he thought his biU 
would have led it* 
Ifr. F«lte- Mr. FuUeney and Mr. Dempfier both fpoke : the fonner 
J2J2to "^^ thought the Houfe of Commons, or at leaft a fmall majorin 
^^^^' of it, when not fupported by the people, to be no forrnkk* 
able body at all. The latter thought that the firft India biR 
would have been found lefs dangerons than the people ima* 
gined, if they were to look into the ftatute books, andfo, 
what immenfc powers were veiled in the Secretaries of State 
for the government of India ; and when it was recolledfd 
what little ufe had been made of them, the Houfe woidd 
DOt much regret the lofs of the fecond bill, which was for 
putting the controling power of India into nearly die fiune 
hands, where it had been fo greatly neglefted before. 
Mr. Beao& Mr. Beau fay fpoke to the following effed: After a de* 
*»y* bate fo interefting as that in which for the laft two 

hours the Houfe has been engaged, I ought, perhaps, to 
apologife in riling for a purpofe, which yet, I believr^ 
is not an unneceflary one; that of feconding the motioo 
which a right honourable gentleman, who fpoke .early 
in the day, has made ; and though I differ from him eflen- 
tially in all that he faid in the outfet of his fpcech, yet 
I am fo convinced not only of the truth, but of the great 
importance of the refolution he has recommended to the 
Houfe, that I cannot prevail on myfelf to exprefs my aflent 
to it merely by a filent vote. The refolution declares that 
the public revenue is defrauded to the extent of two millioot 
a year. Of the troth of this affertion, thofe who have 
weighed the fpecific fafts alledged in the report of yoor 
Committee, or who have examined the authentic paper! 
contained in the Apperidix, cannot entertain a doubt ; ao4 
indeed the truth of it is fufficiently eftablifhed by the opi- 
nion of the Commiijioners of Excife, that if the illicit 
trade were prevented, the prefent duties of the excife aJooCi 
on four articles only, thofe of tea^ cofFee^ brandy a^nd moii 
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^^ouid produce two millions per annum more than thofe ar- 
' tides at prefent afford. 

Now if a faithful colle£lion of the excife duties alone^* 
and that too on four articles only, would produce two mil- 
lions a year more than thofe articles afford at prefent, 
furely the Houfe will be far indeed within the bounds of 
truth, when they fay that a faithful collcflion of all the 
excife duties, and of all the cufloms, would annually pro- 
duce that increafe of two millions. The truth, then, of 
this part of the refolution being indifputably eftablifhcd, I 
cannot but indulge the hope that it will be adopted by the 
Houfe ; and I am the more anxious that it Ihould be fo, 
from a belief that the public will then draw from it two^ 
conclufions, both of them unqueftionably juft, and, in thefc 
defponding times, of great confcquence to the public credit 
of the kingdom. The one is, that except in a very few. 
trifling inflances, the failure in the revenue that has been 
lb much talked of and fo much lamented, is a failure in the 
colle£lion of the duties, not in the confumptioa of the 
people. 

The other conclufion is, that there is good reafon to be*- 
lievc that the income of the State may be made co-extenfivc 
with its wants. 

But it is not alone to the public credit of the kingdoni 
that the effedls of this refolution are confined ; for it in- 
'"volves in it conliderations of the highefl moment to the 
inanufa£luring intcrefl, tb the intercft of our commerce, to 
our navarflrength, and to the general energy of Govern- 
meht. At prefent a confidcrable part of the community, 
. ptrhaps the moft aSive and the moft cnterpriiing part, arc 
employed, not in adding to the riches of the State by their 
manufaftures, or the tillage of the foil, not in improving 
her commerce or increafmg her naval ftrcngth, but in ex- 
porting the fpecie of the nation in return for the manufac- 
tures of France, or for the produce of the Eafl Indies, im- 
ported in the fhips of foreign companies, who obtain by 
this means the advantage of fupplying half the confumptioa 
of the Englifh market ; an advantage, by the way, without 
which thole foreign companies could not continue to exift* 
They are often employed too in combating the fhips, and 
waging war on the fervants of the Government. Powerful 
from their numbers by land as well as by fea (for a fingle 
gang fomctimes confifts of 500 men) and armed for the 

Vol. XIII. P contcfl. 
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• conteft, they have eftablifhed a law of the ftrongeft, on tht 
ruins of every other law. 

If from natural honefty, or a fcnfe of the obligationt of 
his oath, an officer attempts to difcharge his duty, injurici 
and infuit«9 and in many inftances lofs of life are his fure 
reward. Cruelties the moft favage fometimes mark their' 
proceedings. One officer was taken from his bed, and, ill 
his own houfe, in the prefence of his family, was deliberately 
murdered; others maimed or difabled, cripples for life, arc 
become warnings to the honeft to beware of doing their 
duty. With fuch dangers before him, the officer is coni^ 
pellied to aciquiefce in the commifTion of frauds, which no 
courage on his part can fuccefsfully oppofe, no diligence n 
able to prevent ; nor can we be furprifcd if in many inftafl* 
ces the officer becomes an aiTociate in the crime, and joioi 
in defrauding that revenue which he finds it impoffible to 
proteft. Under fuch circumAances /hall we condemn the 
conduft of the officer, fhall we remind him of the obligations 
of his oath ? What willbe his anfwer, will he not tell us, 
** Some blame I confefs is imputable to me, but is it not a 
reproach to Government, that an officer of fifty pounds a 
year cannot do his duty but at the hazard of his life?** I 
fear there would be much juftice in fuch a reply; and 10- 

*^4leed what refpeft will be paid to the executive government, 
v^hen it is known that 100 vefTels of warlike equipment 
traverfe our own feas in defiance of our power. Or what 
reverence can be paid to the Legiflature, when it is kno^a 
•that not only the moft expeditious, but the fureft, and in all 
refpefts the leaft hazardous means of growing rich is to 
violate the laws ? I fay. Sir, in all refpefls the iea/i hazat' 
dous^ for as things are now circumftanced, the revenue lawi 
are ruin to the confcientious, but they are fure gain to the 
•fraudulent dealer. Thus an illicit trade is eftablifhed on the 
ruins of honeft induftry. The wealth of the State is feized 
by violence or purloined by corruption. The violation of 
oaths is confidered as a privilege of office, the benefit of 
which few men refufe, or regard as a matter of reproach. 
Government itfelf is held in derifion, and the laws are 
treated with contempt : furely the Houfe will agree with 
their Committee in thinking that thefe enormities do deferve 
the earlieft and moft ferious attention of Parliament. Shdttld 

;the Houfe adopt their refolution, it will encourage them to 
bring forward their pUos for remedying the evils they have 

. defcribed. 
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defcribed^ and, if pofIibIe> for eftablifhing a compleat and 
effectual reform. 

The Houfe then went into a Committee of fopply, to 
confider of the ordnance eftimates. 

Mr, Steele moved, that a fum not exceeding iti,ooo1. be Mr. Steele. 

? ranted to His Majefty for ferviccs done by the Board of 
Ordnance, but not provided for by Parliament. This motion 
paiTed without any oppofition. He then* moved for another 
fum of 430,cx)oK for the ordinary and extraordinary fervices 
of the prefent year. 

Mr. Hujpy oppofed this motion in part, as far as it in- Mr. Haflty, 
eluded eftimates for fortifications, until the Committee 
0iould be furniftied with proofs of the neceffity of them ; 
and as far as it included the fum of i8,oooI. for the pur- 
chafe of Sir Gregory Page's houfe on Blackheath, for the 
yfe of the company of cadets at Woolwich, — ^This brought 
on a moft tedious converfation, in which the fame members, 
availing themfclves of the privilege of Committees, were 
up ten times. It turned principally on the neceffity or im- 
propriety of building fortifications round the dock yards. 

Mr. Mincbin faid, that the whole fyftem of attack with Mr. MU- 
artillery had lately undergone a total change. Formerly, «^»n. 
if a dock was ftsrrounded with good works, it might bid de- 
fiance to an enemy who iliould be able to come fo near even 
as to make a lodgment on the glacis ; from thence he might 
be driven by the garrifon and artillery of the place ; but now 
if an enemy was to get within a mile even of a dock yard, 
he would foon reduce all the fiores to afhes with red hot 
balls and bombs : fo that it was thought neccfTary that there 
ihould be additional works near the fea, and farther re- 
nbved from the walls furrounding the docks. — This doc- 
trine was controverted by Lord Mulgrave, but fupported by 
General Conway. At laft a compromife was made at the 
fuggeftion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was 
agreed that nothing (hould be granted for new works, or 
for the purchafe of Sir Gregory Page's houfe ; but that the 
eftimates of the expences necefTary to carry on the repairs 
of the old works mould be voted. The necefTary deduc- 
tionSy according to this compromife having been made^ 
th6re^ remained ^the fum of 324,^64!. which was voted 
Hf itbdtft a divifion. The Houle was then refumed, and ad- 
journed at eleven o'clock. 

'I'he order of the day for going into a Committee on tho 
bill for explaining and amending the receipt-tax a£t^ wa^ 
iDOVcdi and the order was accordingly read. 

• . Pa- V^x^ 
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.ord John Lord John Cavendijh then moved that the Speaker' do not 
,av*ndifli, jg^yg j-i^g chair. The motion was oppofed by Sir Cecil 
Wray, Mr. George Onflow, Mr, Duncombe, ami Mr, 
Robinfon, (members for Canterbury) who all condemned 
the tax as vexatious and opprefGve, Mr. Onflow in partica- 
lar faid, that one of his confiituents, a (hopkeeper at GuiMk 
ford, had affured him that the receipt-tax would make to 
him a difference id his trade of 500I. a year. The tax, on 
the other hand, was defended by General Murray and Geo, 
Rofs, by Lord Nugent and Lord John Cavendifh ; the lat-* 
ter of thefe two noble Lords faid hr believed the Guildford 
isle£lor muft have impofed upon his reprefentative, when bo 
<%o\d him he would lofe 50QI. a year by this tax ; for taking 
all the receipts given by that fhopkeeper to be for forty 
(hillings each, which was the loweft fum taxed, he mutt 
turn annually iOD,oool. in order that this tax fhould make a 
cJifFerence to him of 500I. 
The Earl of The Earl of Surry reminded gentlemen, that the queftioo 
Jvrry. qow was not whether the receipt-tax was a good or a bad 
one ; the queftioa was not whether it fhould be repealed op 
pot : the tax was aftually in being, and the qucuion was 
fimply, whether the Speaker fhould leave the chair, that the 
Houfe rpight go into a Committee on a bill for rendering 
more efficient a tax which had been already impofed by aa 
of Parliament : and therefore there was now no ground for 
debating upon the tax itfelf. The Houfe then divided, 
when there appeared, 

For the Speaker's leaving the chair, 167 ; — Againft it, 
33, Majority 134. 

The Houfe then went into a Committee on the bill, ixA 
feveral amendments were prppofed and adopted. 
:.ord Beau- Lord Beauchamp^ as Chairman of the Committee to v^bom 
^Ham^. it had been referred to examine the Journals, and fearch for 
precedents relative to inflrudlions given by that Houfe to 
perfons vefled with a difcretionary power, touching the ex- 
ercife or non-exercife of that difcretion, prefented the report 
drawn up by that Committee. It began with precedents fo far. 
back as the year 1726. The firft was an inRrudlion or order 
from the Houfe of Commons to the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
not to chufe for Chancellor the Duke of Buckingharn. Otbers 
were againft the felling of trees on the lands fettled. by mar- 
riage on the Qi^een, confort to Charles II. until fuch times 
as the Houfe fliould have formed certain regulations, which, 
were then under the confideratipn of the Houfe? There was 
I another 
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another precedent of a meflage from the Houfe to the Court 
of Exchequer, to defirethe Cogrt to ftay all proceedings ia 

- fijeStment then before the Barons, relative to certain lands, 
which were the fubjeft matter of bills then depending in the 
Houfe, There was another, of a refolution, declaring that 
the Common Council had violated their trull in iffuing mo- 
ney from time to time from the chamber of London tor the 
purpofes of eIe6lions. There were feveral precedents of ad- 
Idrefles to the King againft the exerclfe of his prerogative, in 
granting patents, bellowing employments, filling up places, 
&c, and in the prefent reign were not forgotten the vote for 
the recal of Governor Haftings, moved by the late Lord Ad- 
yoicate Dundas (at the reading of which that gentleman could 
|iot forbear from fmiiing) and the addrefs moved by Mr. Pitt 
%o the King, praying that he would grant certain enumerated 

.places for no longer term than during pleafure, while certain 
regulations relative to thefe places were pending in the Houfe 

- of Commons. As foon as the report was read by the clerk, 

Mr H. Dundas faid it was impoffible for gentlemen, from Mr. H. 
the curfory manner in which they had heard the report read, Dbndai. 
to be able to determine at that moment how many of thefe pre- 
icedents applied to the end for which they were extradted from 
the Journals ; fome delay was neceflary for the purpofe of 
affording gentlemen. time to look into the hiflory of the dif- 
■ ferent tranfadlions on which thefe precedents were founded. 
He therefore moved, that a fufficient number of copies of 
the faid reports be printed for the ufe of the members. 

The Solicitor General feconded the motion. He faid this The Solici- 
was a bufmefs which con(perned the public at large j and they 'o< Gen. 
o.ught, therefore, to be made well acquainted with the grounds 
on which the Houfe was about to proceed. It was neceffary, 
alfo, that gentlemen ihould have time to confider the prece- 
dents adduced. To his mind many of them appeared to have 
not the leaft relation to the refolutions of the Lords, which 
were the objedls to which they were fuppofed to point. 

Lord Beauchamp faid he had no objection either to go into LordBeau^ 
the bufinefs then, or defer it till to morrow ^ whenever he champ. 
jhouid do it, he would endeavour to point out the tendency 
and bearings of the different precedents that had been colledl- 
ed by the Committee. 

Mr. Fox was willing to allow of a delay i but he did not Mr. Fox. 
think it ought to go beyond to-morrow. The printing, how- 
prev would neceflarily occafion a greater delay. 

Lord North faid the Houfe of Commons held its privileges Ld. North. 
pnly io the name' of the people ; and cortfequently gentlemen 

comH 
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could not but be jealous of rights, of which they were tb 

guardians and truftees for their conftituents : hut ftill it w« 

not neceffary, that at this moment a manifeflo fhould be 

publifhed ; the Houfe fhould firft proceed, and having come 

to a decifion, then it might not be improper to publifh tbf 

whole of the proceedings. 

The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid that he wifhed not fof 

^ciiorofthc ^ny delay : but he thought, that in fo ferious a matter, tht 

cquer. jJQy|-g Q^^i not to aft with any thing like precipitation. 

The c[ueilion was at laft put^ and it pafied in the affirma^ 
tive without a divifion. 
Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp moved that the report be taken intocopfi- 
chtmp. deration on Monday next. This pafled alfo in the affirma* 

tive. 
Mr. Frc^. Mr. Fred. Montagu then moved, " that the I^otife at iti 
Montagu, fifing do adjourn to Monday next.'* 

The Earl of The Earl of Surrey obferved, that while the prefent Minif- 
Surrey. ters remained in office, for good or for bad purpofes he wooU 
not fay, and while they and their friends were thus putting 
ofFbuilnefs from day to day, the whole bufinefs of this coun- 
try was at a ftand, to the ruin of the public. 
Mr. Don- Mr. Dundas infifted, that when he moved for the printing 
^*** of the reports, he did not do it with an intention to debj 

bufinefs, but to obtain neceffary information. ' 

An uninterefting converfation occurred on the fubje6k of de- 
laying the public bufinefs, and accufations were made from 
both fides ot the Heufe on the matter. Adjourned to Monday. 

February i6. 

tord Mait- Lord Maitland introduced a converfation relative to Lord 
land. George Lenox having vacated his feat in Parliament, by ac- 

cepting the Conftableihip of the Tower, on which he moved^ 
that a copy of Lord George Lenox's commiffion be laid bo? 
fore the Houfe. 
Mr« Steele. Mr. Steele^ and fome others, endeavoured to prove, that 
the office of Conftable of the Tower was a mere military em^ 
ployment, and therefore did not fall within the meaning of 
the ftatute, there being an exception in favour of military 
promotions. Befides, Lord George Lenox's commiffion had 
not yet been made out ; the wj^rrant had been only figned by 
his Majefty, diredled to the Attorney or Solicitor General $ 
therefore, allowing even that he ought to vacate his feat on 
* accepting that, office, as he had not yet received his commif- 
fion, he ought not to be precluded from voting. 

After 
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After various obfervations by Captain James Luttrell, Mr. 
Pitt, Lord North, Mr. Pelhara, &c. Lord Maitland's mo- 
tion was changed to the following : *' That a copy of the 
warranty appointing Lord George Lenox's tommiffion to be 
made out, as Conl^able of the Tower, he laid before the 
■ Houfe ; as alfo a copy of the commiffion of the late Confta- 

• ble, with a lift of the various fees, &c. &c. independent of 
the falary of loool. per annum, fpecified in the warrant, be- 

-longing to that employment." This motion was agreed to. 
And as heavy penalties attach on members voting on a quef- 
tion after their feats have been vacated by accepting a place 

• of civil emolument under Government, Lord George's friends 
declared the noble Lord would not vote in the Houfe during 
'the inveftigation, whether the office of Conflable of the 
Tower is to be confidered as a civil or military employment. 

The order of the day was then called for, and aifter a kw 
words from Earl Nugent on the point of order, 

ttOvA Bcauchamp rofe to move his propofitions, in confe- Lord Beta* 
duence of the refolutions of the other Houfe. Now, he faid, «*»*»?• 
toat the Report of the Committee appointed to fearch the 
Journals was in every hand, they would be able to inform 
themfelves fully on the rights of the Houfe, with regard to 
. their control and guardianfhip of the public boards. The 
refoiution of the Houfe of Lords was, as he had already- 
flated, of a nature fo truly alarming, that they could not fit: 
iliil and obferve it in tame acquiefcence. At the fame time, 
it was not his wifli nor defign to bring forward any propofi- 
tion which ihould divide the two Houfes, of create diflention 
between them. Perhaps the other Houfe had not been equal- 
ly cautious and confiderate ; or elfe, when they referred to a 
refoiution on their Journals of the 27th of February, 1704, 
declaring it to be illegal in either of the branches ot the Lc- 
^flature to fufpend the operation of an adl of Parliament, 
th^ would have turned to the next page, where they would 
have found a refoiution declaring, that it was the duty of the 
Houfe, in cafe of any diiFerence of opinion on any point re- 
foived by the other Houfe, to defire a conference, in order 
that they might learn the reafons upon which the Houfe had 
a^ed, before they proceeded to give their opinion on the 
inatter. This, he faid, he fhould have expe<9ted from the 
noblenefs of the Houfe, as the means of preventing difcord 
and divifion between the two Houfes. It was not the bufi- 
fisfs of either Houfe to pafs abftra£t refolutions. The ten- 
lieuicy and intention of all their proceedings (hould be mani- 
feft, T.his# he l^lieyed, he might venture to fay was^a dgty 
- whicU 
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/ wliich that Houfe conftantly kept in view, and in all thdr 

reiolutioris conftantly pradliced. In their late refolution to 
which they came, nemine contradicentej that a firm, efficienti 
extended, and united Adminiftration could alone put an end 
totheprefent diffenfions, and reftore harmony and give vi- 
gour to the State, every one faw at what it aimed ; every 
one was able to explain its meaning, and acknowledge its 
force. Every one faw that it evidently implied that the pre- 
fent Adminiilfation did not poflei's the qualities which that 
refolution declared to be effential in our prefent circumftaD' 
ces. The other fide of the Houfe joined in the refolution, 
as well as they on his fide who propofed it, and in fo doing, 
they acknowledged and declared that the prefent Adminiftra- 
tion was not firm, was not efficient, was not extended, was 
not»fuch an Adminiftration as could reftore harmony, or vi- 
gour to the State. Was the refolution of the Houfe of Lords 
on the 4th inftant equally perfpicuous ? That refolution de- 
. Glared, *' That an attempt in any one branch of the Legifla- 
ture to fufpend the execution of law, by feparately aflumtng 
to itfelf the diredlion of a difcretionary power, which, by 
aft of Parliament, is vefted in any body of men, to be exer- 
cifed as they ihall judge expedient, is unconftitutionaL* 
Had they attempted, by the refolution of the 24th of De- 
cember, to fufpend the execution of the law ? Had they af- 
fumed to themfelves the direftion of a difcretionary power? 
No 5 they had barely affumed the right of giving a monition 
to the Board of Treafury in a matter which moft nearly con- 
cerned public credit, and the purfes of their conftituents. 
They had done this at a time which required their interfe- 
rence, and when, if they had failed to give the admonition, 
they would, in his mind, have failed in the performance of 
their duty. One of their firft and moft anciept duties it was 
to watch over the conduft of the public Boards, and to give 
them fuch feafonable and previous advice, as they in their 
wifdom ftiould think neceflTary ' to the maintenance of the 
public funds, and to the prevention of heavy burdens on the 
people. They had always interfered with their advice. .They 
had pafled monitory refolutidns in terms infinitely more au- 
thoritative than a late refolution ; and it was to be remarked, 
that even in the prefent moment, when the Houfe of Lords 
feemed to watch their proceedingis with fo jealous an eye, 
this was the only refolution to which they objected. All the 
other refolutions therefore which they had lately pafled, met 
with the approbation of the Houfe of Lords. To prove that 
this exertioa of their authority was perfedlly legal and cuf- 

tomary, 
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tonlary, that it fprung from an yn^ueftioned privilege, the 
Committee appointed to fearch the journals; had made their 
reiport of a variety of precedents, fpme of which went much 
farther than the prefent refolution. The Committee had 
been careful to take no precedent from any period of out 
hiftory which might he called a time of violence; tl\ey hai 
therefore omitted many which they might have brought for- 
ward ; but thofe they had adduced would be refpedled as 
precedents of authority which ought to guide that Houfe. 
It was not his intention to call them to the confideration of 
all the cafes in the report ; but fome of them were fo re* 
markabie, and fo clearly adapted to the Cafe now queftioned^ 
that he could not help drawing their attention to them. Tha 
firft which he would niention was in the year i6a8, a period 
of our biftory to which he was certain no gentleman would 
obje<St« The refolution on the journals was, 

^^Jovts, 12^ Februarii i6a8» 

^* Mr. Shervyle reporteth from the Committee for tortage 
and poundage, that a great flop to it, the detaining the 
pcfleflion of the merchants goods, and the flay of their pro- 
eeedihgs, by injun£lions in the Exchequer Chamber. That 
tbe. Committee hath refolved to fend a mefTage to the Court 
of Exchequer : and a draught of it. . • • 

<* Upon queflion, a mefTage to be fent from this Houfe to 
the Court of Exchequer) to the eS&& of the draught now 
read* This to be done by four of the Houfe: Mr. Chan* 
tftloF of the Duchy, Sir Francis Cottington, Sir Nath* 
Rich, Sir Ro. Phillippes. This writing, with the papers an*" 
nexed, to be delivered by Mr. Chancellor of the Duchy ; 
and to report their anfwer." 

The noble Lord faid the purport of the meflage was^ that 
thele injun&ions in the Exchequer Chamber were exa9ed<» 
inglr injurious. They ordered them to be taken off, and ia 
confequcnce of this mefTage the practice complained of wak 
Altered. Every body knew the per fpos. concerned in this fa* 
nous interference. Mr. Shervyle was remarkable, as being 
flsf all other men in bis day deeply verfed in the law and coiy^ 
ilitotion of the country. The noble Lord then related ano- 
ther cafe not in the report, after which he came to the re- 
Ablutions extracted from the journals of the year 1680. Itk 
tilts year the Commons interfered, and gave their advice im 
two memorable inftances. The firfl was with refpe<a t» 
anticipations of the revenue, and the refolution was as 
follows : 

Vol. XIII. Q^ Vtiwru^ 
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Veneris J 'j^ die Januarit 1 680. 

Refolved, tiem. con, that whofoever (hall hereafter lend, or 
caufe" to be lent, by way of advance, money upon the 
branches of the King's revenue arifing by cuftoms, excife, 
or hearth money, (hall be judged to hinder the fitting of 
Parliaments ; and (hall be refponfible for the fame in jrar- ' 
liament. 

Refolved, mm. con, that whofoever .(hall accept or buy any 
tally of anticipation upon any. part of the King's revenue, 
or whofoever (hall pay fuch tally hereafter to be (truck, (hall 
be adjudged to hinder the fittings of Parliaments ;, and ihall 
be refponfible therefore in Parliament, 

Here, he faid, there was as clear an interpofition of their 
opinion as could well be imdgined, and it was by fuch' fea- 
fonable and well directed cautions that that Houfe had been 
able, at all times, to guard the public purfe. *The other 
precedent in the. fame year was, 

Lume^ 10^ die Januarit 1680. 

Refolved, nem. con. that it is the opinion of this Houfe,- 
that the profecution of proteftant diflTenters upon the penal 
laws, is, at this time, grievous t6 the fubjedt, a weakening 
of the proteftant iotereft, an encouragment to popery, an^ 
dangerous to the peace of the kingdom. 
^ The noble Lord related the hiftorical circumftances of 
this remarkable exertion of their privilege, and faid he would 
not trouble them with any other remote cafes, but would 
mention two or three that came within the obfervation of 
themfelves, as being pa(red in. their own time. He faid they 
muft all remember them, and they were paflfed with fo mucn 
unanimity, that though fome of them, when read by the 
clerk, had occafioned fmiles from certain members, they 
were what he believed all fides of the Houfe would pay re^ 
fpefk to. One of them was moved by a learned gentleman 
on the Treafury Bench, (Mr. Dundas.) Thofe which foU , 
iowed one of the reports from the Commiflioners of public 
accounts, came from his noble friend Lord John Cavendifli ; 
and the laft from the prefent Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Thpfe were the refolutions fojc the recall of Mr. Haftings, 
&c. and for the abolition of certain ufelefs offices in the 
Exchequer, which vrere made on the 28th of May and i9tli 
of June, 1782. ■ , 

z thcfc 
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Thefe were cafes in which the Houfe had interpofed its 
Toice, furely as authoritatively as they had done in the pre- 
fent inftanee ; for they had not now fufpended law ; they 
had not now given any other fufpenfion than a folemn ad-* 
vice ; and certainly a folemn monition and advice of that 
Houfe would, as it ought, have its influence on any public 
Dody of men in the kingdom. 

He faid it was his intention to propofe to the Houfe fix 
refolutionS) and he would read them. 1'hcir purport was 
to declare, that it was illegal in either of the diilin£^ 
branches of the Legidature to fufpend the operation of an 
z£k of Parliament. That that Houfe did not by the refo- 
lution of the 24th of December lad deprive the Lords of 
the Tfcafury of the exercife of the difcretionary powers 
veiled in them by the a£l of Parliament, but merely ad^ 
vifed them in the exercife of their difcretionaiyifpower for 
the fupport of public credit, and the interellstj^iitheir con* 
ftituents. That it was the clear and undifputed privilege of 
that Houfe to interpofe its voice, and to give its opinion 
and admonition, either to the public Bos^rds, or other bo- 
dies of men invefted with difcretionary powers, when they 
law reafbn to advife the fufpenfion, or to direfl the exer- 
cife of thofe powers. That their refolutions, though they 
-poilefled not the authority of law, were of that foIcmi|i 
nature, that it was the^ dutv of the public Boards to pay 
refpc£l to, and to be guided by them. ; 

, His Lordfliip, for the fake of faimefs, and that the 
Houfe might the more readily comprehend the whole of 
his purpofe, read his fix refolutions as follow : 

1. •* That this Houfe hath not aflumed to itfclf any 
right to fufpend the execution of law." 

2. ** That it is conftitutional and agreeable to ufage^ 
for the Houfe of Commons to declare their fenfe and opi- 
nions refpefting the exercife of every difcretionary power^ 
which, whither by aft of Parliament or otherwife, is vef- 
ted in any body of men whatever for the public fervice.** 

3. <^ 1 hat it is a duty peculiarly incumbent upon this 
Houfe, entrufted by the Conftitution with the fole and fc- 
p^rate grant of the public money, to Match over^^ and by 
their timejy admonitions and interference, to endeavour 
to prevent the rafli and precipitate exercife of any power, 
however vefted, which may be attended with any danger to 
public credit, or with heavy lofles to the revenue, and con- 
f^quent burdens upon the public/' 

Qji 4. **That 
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4. «* That the rcfolution of the 24th of December laft, 
which declared the fenfe and opinion of this Houfe^ ^ That 
the Conimiflioners of the Treafury ought not to give thcif 
confent to the acceptance of any bills drawn, or to be 
drawn from India^ until it (hall be made appear to this 
Houfe that fufficient means can be provided for the pay« 
ment of the fame when they refpe&ively fall due, by-a 
regular application of the clear efFefts of the Company, af- 
ter difcharging, in their regular courfe, the cuitoms and 
Other fums due to the public and the current demands upon 
the Company, or until this Houfe fliall ptherwife direfk/ 
was conftitutional, founded in a fenfe of duty towards the 
people of this kingdom, and diflated by a becoming 
anxiety for the prefervation of the revenue and the fuppott 
of public credit*'' 

5. « Tlb*t' if this Houfe had, in the unfettled ftatc of 
the Eaft-lridia Company, which was, and dill is under th« 
confide r a tioTi of Parliament, in order to form fome prc^vi- 
fions for the relief of that Company and the fecurity of iIm 
public, riegle£ied to pafs the faid refolution of the 24th of 
becemberj to guard againft a new charge to a very confi- 
derable amount being rafhly incurred before any meanji of 
anfwering it had been ftated or provided, they would bare 
been juftly and highly refponfible to their coiiftituents for 
the increafe of thofe evils and difficulties which are already 
too feverely felt." 

6. *< That this Houfe will, with the utmoft moderation^ 
but with the moft decided firmnefs, maintain inviolably th(5 
principles of the Conftitution, and • will perfevere in the 
diligent and confcientious discharge of the duties wkich 
they owe to their conftituents and to their pofterity, equally 
iblicitous to preferve their own privileges, and to avoid any 
encroachments on thofe of either of the other branehes w 
the Legiflature." 

He concluded with moving the firft of the refolutians. 
Mr. Macdonald and Sir Grey Cooper were both upon 
their legs at once; but Sir Grey declaring he rofe to fecond 
the motion, Mr. Macdonald fat down. 
Sir Grey gjj. q^^ Cooper faid, the clear and manifeft objefl: aiid 

^^"' purpofe of the Lords* refolution, then under the confix 
ration pf the Houfe, was to imprefs the minds of the peo- 
ple, and of the whole nation, with a perfuafion that that 
Houfe had, by its refolution of the 24th day of Deceinbqt 
lafl, traiifgF^fle4 the limits of the power ?i|id the rights aU 
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lotted to it by the conftitutlon. The inevitable confequence 
of it was to degrade the chara£%er, and to diminilh the jafl^ 
weight and authority of that Houfe, to lower the value of 
it» confidence, and to juftify the difregard with which its 
refolutions had been, and continued to be treated, eyen by 
its own members, contrary to the praAice and example of 
' all former times. Sir Grey faid, he was not at liberty to 
fuppofe or fuggeft that it was the deliberate intention of 
the Houfe of Lords, that their refolution fhould have fuch a 
tendency and fuch a confequence, becaufb he was not yet 
at liberty to conceive that a majority of. the Lords would 
eonfent to lend their dignity, the fame of their wifdom, 
and the mighty fpace of their great honours, to fcrve the 
pfurpofe of a temporary expedient, or to anfwer the fpur 
of a particular occafion. He could not yet bejieve that thejr 
would condefccnd to cbmpromife' the moft eflential rights 
and privileges of Parliament for an objefl and a queftion fo 
comparatively flight and trivial as the removal or conti- 
nuance in office of any Minifter, or any fet of nien ; they 
piall, therefore, by the rules of parliamentary candour and 
decomni, take it for granted, that this intcrpofition of the 
Ijords was made on the broad public ground of their anxious 
and vigilant care for the confervation of the conftitutioii, 
and he would not hefitate a moment in giving his full af- 
fcrit to this conceflion, if, as was obfervcd upon the open- 
ing of this matter with the ufual acutenefs and penetration 
of the honourable • member who made the obfervation, 
the Lords had not withheld their cenfure of that Houfe's 
pretended breach of the conftitution, from the abth of 
January, the day on which they met after the rccefs, to the 
4th of February ; and if their anxiety for this important 
public coniideration had not flumbered, until it was roufed 
by certain refolutions which were moved and voted by the 
Houfe, to the difpleafure and offence of His Majefty's Mi- 
nifters. He could not forbear obferving, by the way, how 
fingular it was, chat their Lordfhips fhould have been 
pleafed to feled and mark out this refolution of the 24th 
of December laft, for the objefb of their animadverfion. 
Ift the days of high prerogative, that Houfe had been en- 
joined not to meddle with matters of (late, and had been 
told by Kings and by Chancellors, that religion and the af- 
liirs of the Church were above the underftanding of the 
Cbmmons 5 but it was referved for thefe times to condenm 
t^ ({ottfe of QbintBons for declaring its opinion on theex- 

crcife 
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crcife of a difcrctionary power, on which might dqpea^ 
the itate of public credit, the umount of the fupplicsof 
the year, and the neccfliiy of laying heavier burdens oaxto 
iCpnltituents. It was fome coniolation however to theBi»r 
that although the thunder was dire£led againit them hj 
powerful eloquence and formidable abilities, they were co- 
vered by the aegis of Minerva ; that among other great 
?ind refpeftable Peers; the Lord Chief Juftice of England^ 
of ad high and confummate talents, knowledge^ wifdom» 
and experience, as ever fat on the bench or in the fenate,. 
and that another great Law Lord, whofe powers of el(K 
quence and reafoning, whofe (liining abilities, and whofe, 
particular attention to the law and ufage of Parliament, 
that Houfe had often liftened to with pleafure and inftruo* 
tion, oppofed, . fpoke, and voted againft this' refolution. 
They were. Sir Grey declared, now upon their juftifiok 
.tion in the iflue which was joined by the fourth refda* 
tibn which had been moved by the noble Lord, and tbej 
made it with the fame temper and moderation which had 
]iitherto accompanied all their (leps in this buGnefs, and 
which was fo wifely recomttiended to them when they fiift 
received an authentic account of the charge exhibited 
againft them '» -they had given time for thofe fenfationi 
which naturally rofe upon a fudderi^ unexpe£ked, and^ ai 
iliey conceived, unprovoked attack, to fubfide and to be 
4X>mpofed ; and they trufted, that they were now proceed* 
iQg with tl^t cool and calm condancy of mind, which moft 
became every private man, and every body of men, whes 
tbey were engaged in any arduous conteft, and particularly 
in the article of any imminent danger. It muil be admit* 
ted, that the befl rule for deciding the queftion in iflue bc^ 
tween the Lords and the Houfe of Commons, was the law 
and ufage of Parliament -, and that the befl evidence of 
that law and ufage were frequent and authentic precedents, 
.drawn from good times : but befidcs, the authority of preco* 
donts, they conceived that their refolution of the 24th of 
December lad was juftified on the cleared ground of prin- 
ciple and rc^fon, and that the power, which was fo heavily 
cenfured, was, by the principles of the*conftitution, nc- 
ceflarily inherent in both Houfes of Parliament ; that it 
was eifential for that Houfe to have fuch a power in the 
^ecution of the truds repofed in it by its condituents s 
in its fuper* ntendency of executive government, and of tb^ 
f^s of thofe who i;^ and may dp ^ron^ ; iii its inqviiiit9- 
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tgA chzTZ&ctf and in its guardianfibip of the public t^^ 
fine, and, above al!, in its iegiilative capacity. . Thefe was 
^ principle, Sir Grey faid, which pervaded and illuitrated 
" the precedents : in all cafes, and in every manner^ upon 
lich any proceeding had been inftituted, and when the 
^e was in the pro^refs of any enquiry, upon the refult 
which either a charge might be formed, or a bill brought 
H^. and .there arofe a juft apprehendon that the purpofe of 
pkat enquiry might be defeated or perplexed by the exer- 

E'fc of any difcrctionary power veiled by law in any per- 
mit qr in any body of men, or where, without any pre* 
Uous enquiry, it fhould appear to the Houfe, that the pub* 
$iC fafe|y or intereft might incur any danger, or the reli* 
ippny revenue, or commerce of the kingdom might fuficr 
fmj prejudice by an improvident exeicife of fuch powers^. 
Iribe Houfe had oeen in the immemorial, and hitherto un* 
^ntrdverted ufe and pra£):ice, and had confidered it as its 
'daty to interpofe by refolutions, declaratory of its opt- 
EfjiianSy and as notifications of the fenfe of the Houfe, o£ 
psurticular circumftances of the cafe, which might be 
ought proper for its interpofition, by way of advice, 
amingy or moifition to the fervants of the Crown, and 
-to aU others, to whom difcrctionary powers were truded 
^for the public fervice, and even in fome fpecial cafes to -the 
. .courts of juftice. That Houfe had never aflumed, or at- 
' tempted to ailume, a ri^ht to fufpend the execution of . 
: law, or the cxcrcife of difcrctionary powers j but it did 
claim a right, and contended that it could not execute its 
' Uruf^s without fuch> a right, to pafs monitory refolutions on- 
' the exercife of fuch powers, and to declare its opinion that 
' they ought not to be exercifed in the fituation and circum- 
ftanqes of things at the time of pafling the refolirtion, or 
^ until the Houfe fhould take the matter under its farther 
coofideration. If thofe who had the power, did not take 
the advice or warning of the refolution, their adis were 
- Unqueftionably good and valid in law, whatever might be 
the confequence to the public, or however thofe who did 
the a& might be confidered as refponfible to the Houfe for 
their condu£t. The noble Loid had explained many of the 
precedents with great cleamefs and precifion, and he re- 
^quefted the permiffion of the Houfe to comment upon two 
or three of them, which appeared to him to require fomc 
JEarther explanation. The precedent of the 12th of Fe^ 
hniiary^ i6a8^ was very iroperfeftly ilated in the Journals^ 

and 
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and they muft hate recourfe to the hiftory of the tuaoil 
and to Ruihworth's Colle^ions to enable them to undo-' 
Hand the ground of the meflage that appeared to kie' 
been fent to the Exchequer on that day. King Charles tki 
Firft, as was well known, had levied the duties of tonmffl 
and poundage without the confent or grant of the Coiii-| 
mons. Whilft the Houfe was fitting on the grand Con* 
mittee on tonnage and poundage, petitions were prefeBtfil 
from fundry merchantSj complaining that their goods w« 
detained by the cuftomers for non-payment of duties, 7ti 
by injundiions from the Court of Exchequer. Mr. Nof 
moved that a meffage be fent to the Exchequer, that wherat 
certain goods of the merchants had been ftayed by-anb* 
jun£kion from that Court by a falfe affidavit, and that ujm 
examination the cuftomers that made the affidavit had cogii« 
fefled that the goods were only ftayed for duties contaiifri 
in the book of rates, and therefore the Court would make 
void the orders and affidavits in this buTinefs. Mr. SfMot 
feconded the motion of fending a meflage to the Exdie* 
qoer, and declared a precedent of a meflage fent iato Ac 
Chancery for ftay of proceedings in a caufe, and it wat 
obeyed. Whatever anfwer the judges returned, it eodl 
not prejudice, the law fpoke by records, and if thafe re* 
cords remained, it would to pofterity explain the hw. 
The Court fent two anfwers, which were not fati»fa£|orf 
to the Houfo, and the Houfe proceeded againft the Cidh 
tomers. • ' 

The Bedford Level precedent feemed to hini, when .(OH 
plained, to be appofite to bear upon the ground of die pie« 
fent queftion. The bill for fettling the draining of Bedfofd 
Level was prefented to the Houfe in March 1663. Siaot 
the time of the firft incorporation of the Earl of Bedford 
and his adventurers, and participants in the Great Level, by 
aft of Parliament of the 7th of Charles the Pirft, jweit 
fums of money had been laid out in the drainage, ftnd Cooh 
miflioners appointed by an aft during the republic in lf4^ ^ 
had adjudged that the fame was drained : but great di^Qtti ' 
and controverlies having arifen, and the metes and boudt^of 
the land within the faid level, as to the counties and pariihet 
being very difficult to afcertain, and hard to be diftingaifhedi 
It was the objeft of this bill to form a better Governmeat 
and judicature for a matter of fuch public concemmenff 
and as the preamble recited many ways advantageous to tkii 
kingdom. The bill was retarded by many delays and con* 

tentioD^ 
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"^ tcntions^ and hearing of counfel ; and in the progr^f^ 6f it, 
cjeAments were brought for part of the lands, in order to 
C obtain judgement before the bill conld pafs. On the 20th 
I of June the order was made, that the provilions of the bill, 
*' iwrhich were calculated to form a better government for the 
\ great public concern, might not irt any part be defeated* 
,; when the bill pafled, there was an end put to all fuch fuits^ 
'; for a new judicature was eftablifhcd to hear and determine 
,; bU differences in a fummary way, 

"' , The next Sir Grey Hated was, Deane Foreff, i667, 
[* The matter was then under confideration ; a bill pafled the 
,: year following for inclofing 10,000 acres in the faid foreft, 
and for the prefervation and increafe of timber within the 
;* laid foreft. 

■^ The Precedent of the Orders to the Attorney General ta 

profecute.— This was, in his humble opinion, a ftrong and 

powerful precedent. In the firft year of King William, the 

" jiower of the Attorney General, to file informations ex officio, 

' : .was called into queftion in the King's Bench, by Sir Francis 

1 ' Winnington ; but no encouragement was given to his argu- 

.' inent by the court in which Holt prefided. By the 4th and 

-^h of King William, the Clerk of the Crown was to exhi- 

)>it no informations, except by order of the court 5 but by a 

-' daufe at the end of the ad it was declared, that ad fhould 

not extend to any other informations, than fuch as were, or 

ihould be, exhibited by the Mafter of the Crown Office, 

By this exception, the power of the Attornejr^ General to file 

iiuFonnations ex officio for crimes and mifdemeanors, was ac- 

.knowledged by Parliamentary recognition. The difcretiojn 

.was vefted in him of filing informations in proper cafes. He 

was refponfible for the exercife of that difcretion. Upon 

■cafes and matters, and evidence, examined in that Houfe, 

they diredled his difcretion, and took away his refponfibility, 

becaufe they deemed it for the public fervice fo to do. But 

the cafe now in queftion was the moft important for them 

to examine accurately, and to be fure they were right, and 

upon clear ground. To underftand this matter, and the 

aground of it, they muft go back to the original proceedings 

in the fecret Committee in 1773, ^"^ '^'^ before this HouffL 

: ill' their 8th report, on the nth of June, 1773. — Sir Grey 

dftat^d the precedents of January 10, 1680, which was after 

Ithe rejeftion of the Exclufion Bill by the Houfe of Lords. 

,jU>rd Cavendifli, Mr. Montagu, Lord Ruflell, Serjeant May- 

Oaid, and Sir William Jooes, and the band of patriots that 

Vol. XIII, R followed 
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followed them, moved, 24th of December, 168c, a bill fijr 
exempting His Majefty's Proteftant fubjcfls, diflenting from 
the Church of England, from the penalties of certain laws, 
or in other words to repeal the adl of the 35th of Elizabeth, 
This bill was pafled by the Houi'e of Commons, and, with 
fome alterations, agreed to by the tloyfe of Lords. On the 
day on which that refolution was pafled, the King came fud- 
denly to prorogue the Parliament. The bill for the relief of 
the Proteftant Diflenters was, in the words of the publiiber 
of Architell Grey's debates, by a court juggle, or as fome 
fay, by the King's exprefs command, not prefented by the 
Clerk for the Royal ailent ; fo the non-conformifts had 
nothing but the bare opinion of the Commons to (helter 
them from the indignation of the Crown. The Parliament 
fat again at Oxford in May 1680. On the firft day they 
moved an enquiry into the mifcarriage of the fecret and 
treacherous art by which this bill was loft ; but the Parlia- 
ment was fuddenly difiblved, and in the famous declaration 
which was publiflied foon after the diflblution of this laft 
Parliament of his reign, this vote was arraigned, and the 
King's Minifters, who durft not advife him to give his con-. 
Aitutional negative to the bill, bad the confidence to appeal 
to the people againft the Houfe of Commons upon thii 
matter of the refolution. The words were nearly the fame 
as the Lords had ufed in the prefent refolution, that they 
had, without any regard to laws eftablifhed, aiTumed to them 
a power of fufpending afts of Parliament. Sir William 
Jones, in his anfwer to the declaration, defended the vote in 
the following words : " The Houfe of Commons are in the 
next place accufed of a very high crime, the aiTuming, to 
themfelves the power of fufpending afts of Parliament, be- 
caufe they declared that it was their opinion that the profe- 
cution of^Proteftant Diflenters at this time, was dangerous 
to the peace of the kingdom." The Minifters thought it 
would be very popular to accufe the Commons of this at- 
tempt ; but how they could poflibly mifinterpret a vote at 
that rate, how they could fay the Commons pretended to a 
power of fufpending laws, when they only declare their opi- 
nion of the inconvenience, required explanation in a fecond 
'declaration. 

In the Eighth Report from the Committee of Secrecy laid 
before the Houfe on the nth of June, 1773, it was ftated, 
that the then prefent diftrefs of the Company in England for 
want of cafti was principally owing to the great quantity of 
bills drawn by the Company's Prefidencies in India, and ac- 
cepted 
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-' cepted in England between the firft of March 1771, and the 
-■ firft of March 1772. That the Direftors, fenfible of the 
5 difficulties to which the Company's affairs in England muft 
\ be expofed for want of cafh if the bills drawn upon them 
*" exceeded a certain amount, had by repeated orders limited 
; their Prefidencies to certain fums. It appeared by the re- 
■ port, that permiffion by the letters from the Direftors iit 
': 1768 amounted to 212,000!. from Bengal, and by the letters « 
' hi 1769 to 228,0001. but the bills draw^n in the feafon 1770 
amounted to 1,063,000!. excefs above the order 834,000!. 
• The report then ftated the excefs of bills above the orders 
; from Fort St. George, Bombay, Bencoolen, and China. 
*rhe Houfe took this report into immediate confideration ; 
' and the bill being then in the Houfe for granting the fumof 
' 1,400,000!. for the relief of the Eaft-India Corbpan^, the 
claufe which was the bafis of the limitation of the amount 
; to which the Company might bind itl'elf by the acceptance 
. of bi!ls from their feveral Prefidencies, was inferted in that 
bill. The eflimate of 300,000!. per annum was formed from 
the report ; and when the claufe was propofed and opened 
by tlie very able and learned member who had the conduft of 
tne bill, he ftated that the difcretionary power was vefled in 
t!ie Lords of the Treafury, merely to obviate and to prevent 
thencceffity of the Company's refufing the acceptance of any 
of tlie bills drawn from the different Prefidencies, if in any 
year there fliould be an excefs of the fum of 300,000!. li- 
mited fpecifically by the claufe. Upon this difcretionary 
power of the Lords of tlvj Treafury fo vefted in them by 
the adl of 1773, and afterwards, with fome variation, re- 
ena£led in 1781, the Houfe came to the monitory refolution 
then under confideration. Let us then, faid Sir Grey, re- 
view the fituation and circumftances in which the Houfe' 
Aood, ' at the time of pafling this refolution, which was 
deemed fo high a crime. The firft India bill had juft been 
rejeSed, no matter by what means. The Houfe was upon 
the point of an adjournment for a fortnight. Accounts of 
' the immenfe amount of the bills drawn on the Company, 
which remained unaccepted, were before the Houfe and in 
their contemplation. There was an alarming nota l)ene at 
the foot of that account, that upwards of two millions more 
^miglit be expefted to be drawn for within a certain period. 
There was no Minifter of finance in the Houfe, and the 
bill holders were known to be very adlive and to have great 
influence. The Houfe thought it their duty to pafs the re- 
- iplutioo, as a warning to the new Treafury, that they might 

R 2 not 
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fkol be furprifed into a confent to acceptances, which rnighl 
throw the money matters of the Kingdom into great confer 
fion arid perplexity. The payment of the Cuftoms, the debt • 
of which created the deficiency in the finking fund, might 
be condrued to be pofiponed to a more diftant day by fuch ^ 
eonfent, and all plans for the paying oiFor providing for tbo 
:unfunded debt, might be trat erfed and obftrudled by this 
Houfe being obliged to lay taxes on the land, the trade and 
the manufaSures of the kingdom, for enabling the Company 
to pay thofe bills, before any aS was paffed for the bettcf 
government and management of the affairs of India, and for 
the protedtion of thirty mtllions of people. With refpe£t tO 
the words of the refolution, and the relblution and the ftreft 
which it feems was laid on the clofe of it, " or until thit 
Jioufe Ihall othcrwife diredi," he confidered it was a mere- 
philolbgical enquiry, and a criticifm on the import and fignit- 
£cation, which if they were not beat from their obvious and 
natural meaning into fomewhat like a cavil, meant no more 
than imtil that Houfe fhould take the matter into their far* 
ther con fi deration, or until farther order taken, which wcfC 
the words at the clofe of fome of the precedents. Vpon the 
whole, he hoped and trufted, they flood juflified in paffing 
the vote before them, upon the cleared ground of uf;^ 
precedent, principle, and duty ; and that this monitory re^ 
folution, inftead of being cenfured and held up to public le- 
fentment, was a meritorious aft, and defer ved the thanks of 
jtheir conflituents. 
t/ir, M'pp. Mr. McDonald faid that that Houfe could only maintain 
pajd. its true dignity and importance by taking care that their re- 

folutions were always founded on legal principles, and that 
their tendency was flriftly conflitutional. They fhould re- 
member that they had frequently been doomed to repentance 
and fhame for hafly and inconfiderate meafures. The^e had 
been cafes where the judges had come to their bar, and Iisd 
convinced them that their proceedings were not founded in 
law, and that they were on the contrary direftly hoftile 
to it. In the preient cafe he thought them in the wrpng/ 
The refolution, if it meant any thing efFedlual, meant to 
fufpend the exercife of a difcretionary power ; for it declared 
that they fhould not exercife it until they were fo dire<^ 
by that Houfe. It went farther in his mind than any one of 
the precedents contained in the report from the journals;, 
and the. particular cafes pointed out by the noble Lord and 
honourable Baronet were not by any means in point. They 
mufl always jsxamine the context and biilory of every csito 

which 
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fchlch appeared on their journals, in order to come at itt 
tal meaning and conrequence. Of thefe precedents in the 
4report there were feveral which by no means concluded fa- 
4*VOurably to the prefent queftion. The hiftory of the firflt 
f;€Ould not be learned from the refolution, That the Houfe 
trailed on the UniverCty of Cambridge to give an account of 
: gheir manner of proceeding in their eledlion of the Duke to 
ihe their Chancellor, which had given juft oflence to the 
i'Jiouie. On this refolution the Crown fent a meffage to the 
£. Houfe, intimating that it was his immediate prerogative to 

(fuperintend the eledtion of a Chancellor to the Univerfity of 
^Cambridge. The Commons returned an anfwer to this mef- 
iage, ftating that the ground of their refolution was, that at 
t ihe eledlion, words had been thrown out highly refledling 
I upon that Houfe. In reply to this, the King told them, 
K that that indeed was their bufmefs, as the ele<Slion was his, 
: The learned gentleman then mentioned as a matter very 

■ curioufly introduced as a precedent, the cafe of the Halfalb 
ii and Walter, the 15th of June, 1661, on whofe account a 
'* refolution paffed touching the duties on ballaft. But a few 
f days after the pafling of this refolution, Mr. Walter, who 
[ was the fubjedl of it, was impeached by the Houfe of Lords. 

He ftated that there was a cafe in the report which evidently 
'mtne more home to the queftion now at iffue than either oif 

■ thofe mentioned by the former fpeakers. It was from the 
, Lords journals of the 17th of April, 1718, and was againft 

the city of London, for prefuming to fquander the city cafh 

' in maintaining litigious profecutions between citizen and 

'' citizen, relating to controverted eleftions, and declaring 

.. that they thereby had been guilty of great partiality, of grow 

snifmanagement, and a violation of the freedom of ele^ioa 

in the city. This refolution had more refemblance to the 

prefent than any other in the report, and he appealed to the 

Houfe whether it was a refolution which they would wifh to 

follow? He ftated various ohjeflions to the motions, and 

faid, that they muft be cautious how they a6led in oppofitioa 

to^heir real and conftitutional authority. 

Mr, Greiruille made a comment on feveral of the precedents Mr. Gren- 

which, had been produced by the Committee and printed. ^*^** 

He endeavoured to fliew that many of them were not in 

point, and by no means calculated to fupport the refolutions 

founded on them. 

^ . The honourable Mr. Erjktne faid, that if there were any The Horn 

difpofed to twift the meaning of words to the worft pur- Mr^rlkinc 

pofes, tp trifte with tl)e dignity of the Houfe, to facrifice 
... i^ 
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its honour to tliftir prejudices ; if there were any anii 
by fuch bafe motives, and dilhnguiihed by fo mean a 
tice, they could fcarce niifconceive or mifapply the r 
* tions which had been moved by the noble Lord. They 
tained an affertion of its privileges and vindication ofil 
rights. He was aftonifhed that any perfon (hould have 
troduced the fentiments of a noble Lord (Lord Mansfidffll 
in the other Houfe, as approving of a refolution which hal 
pafled there, and which in its application was derogatory li 
the dignity, and an attack on the prerogatives of tho Hovfi 
of Commons. The opinion of that noble Lord had beef 
xnif-conceived and mif-ftated. He had had the honoiircf 
witnefling his Lordlhip give his fentiments on the motioft'^ 
that had been made, before it pafled "as the refolution of th 
Houfe of Peers. That noble Lord, whofe ideas on every 
fubje£t were clear and judicious, who poflefled a difcernmei& 
fuperior to almoft all others, had decidedly faid, that the le* 
folution was weak and foolifh in the abdradt ; that it wai 
wicked in its application — It had a tendency to produce dit 
union between the two Houfes of Parliament ; and in thil 
view ought to be rejefted, as unfriendly to good governmient 
and the fafety of the Conftitution. Such were the fentimentt 
of the noble Lord : agreeable to thefe fentiments he hal 
Voted. He was therefore furprifed that any gentleman /hooM 
derive authority from, or Ihelter himfelf under the opinioo 
of the noble Lord. He then entered into a detail of the cir- 
cumftances of the India Company, and ftated the refolutioa 
of the Houfe as applicable to that body. The rerolution tb 
which particular allufion had been made, was no a6l of Par- 
liament, neither was it, what is more, paramount to ao aft 
of Parliament ; it only exprefled the fentiments of the Houfe 
refpefting a difcretionary power, which, by the decifion elf 
all the branches of the Legiflature, was inyefted in the Trea* 
fury. It did not enaft that the Lords Commiffioners fhaB 
not accept fuch and fuch bills, but declared it to be their 
opinion that they ought not to accept them. Was there not 
then a material difierence between thefe two ideas, and be- 
tween thefe two modes of expreflion ? What are words but 
the figns of ideas? If therefore he was entitled to judge of 
the propriety and meaning of the common figns employed 
for that purpofe in this country, if he underftood any thing 
of the precifion of the Englim language, and he tnou^t 
himfelf as well entitled to judge of this point as his learned 
friend (Mr. Macdonald) over the way, he could not but 
aflert that thefe two mode^ of exprei&on were $oto carlo dif* 

ferent, 
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nt, and in no refpedl whatever authorifed the comment 
ch had been put upon them. The refolution of the 
jfe of Commons, therefore, to which reference had been 
le, did not tend to confine or cripple the Lords of the 
»i(ury, hut to affifl them with the moft falutary advice in 
difcharge of a truft in which the happinefs of the Eaft- 
ia Company, and with this ohjtSt the intereft of the na- 
I was dientially involved. He next adverted to the cir- 
iflances of reftriftion to which this friendly advice of the 
afe of Commons was fubjedled. It was not altogether an 
itrary monition which had been tendered to the Lords of 
Treafury by the Houfe of Commons, They were ad- 
il not to accept any bills above the fum of 30o,cx)ol. till 
X time, in the firft place, as they faw that the Company 
funds for the payment of them ; or, in the fecond, till 
1 time as the Houfe (hall fee fit to diredl. Thefe were 
two grounds on which they were to exercife the difcre- 
i^ry power with which they were inverted by a6l of Par- 
lent, and furely no perfoa could have the eflFrontery to 
rt that there was any thing arbitrary, or any fymptom of 
rpation in fuch a refolution of the Houfe of Commons. 

? refolution in its operation did not invalidate the proce- 
of the Treafury on the idea that they had been diame* 
ally oppofite to it. Suppofing they had accepted bills 
fmd the fum fpecified by aft of Parliament; fuppofing 
jT had exercifed their difcretionary power to fo great a 
{th,. would this exertion have rendered their condudl illet 
or deftroyed its efficacy ? Quite the contrary. Their 
cedure would flill have been authorifed, as countenanced 
the authority of law. To fay, therefore, by fuch a re* 
tion they were bound up, that their operations were 
nped, was in the higheft degree abfurd. To fupport thig 
•othefis, much flrels had been laid on the word d'\te6ks 
; upon what fyftem of interpretation could it be made to 
{)ort fo vague a fuppofition ? Upon no other than that of a 
iOnary definition, which commonly contained a diredt 
lification of words, without any refpedk to context. He 
t ftated the prerogatives of the Crowp as eftablifhed by 
imon law, as being more permanent and efficacious than 
the other fpecies of prerogative as defcribed hy ftatute. 
thpugh the Crown enjoyed peculiar privileges on fuch a 
idation, the Houfe of Commons ppflefled fimilar rights 
ided in confuetude and the principles of the Conftitution. 
jfe more efpecially extended to the national purfe. The 
it Earl of Chatham was. of opinion, and had publicly 
X avowed, 
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avowed, that a jurxfdiftion of this nature belonged totkc 
Commons. This great and illuftrious charafler, whom he 
had always liftened to with aftoniftiment, had avowed anl 
fupportcd this doftrine. On this ground the HoufeoC 
Commons had furely a right equal, if not fuperior, to ten- 
der their advice to the Lords of the Treafury, on a fubjcA 
which touched the pecuniary concerns of a large body of 
merchants in this kingdom. This, however, they did not 
do in all the aufterity, and with all the rigour and fandiot 
of legiflative authority. They had not placed the Lordi 
of the Treafury in the fame fituation with that of a feryanCy 
to whom they might fay go, and he goeth. They bad not 
a£led towards them in the fame dogmatical and haughty 
manner as the wife Lords in the other Houfe had deaded 
on the refolution of the Commons, but had given thcmt 
falutary and friendly advice, with refpeft to their mode of 
treatment of the pecuniary concerns of a Company, with 
whofe interefts they were in a certain degree charged. 
He averted that xhe precedents which had been laid he- 
fore the Houfe, furniflied ground for the interference of the 
"Houfe with refpedi to all the prerogatives of Majeftyi 
and even in the feudal tenures of Majefty, which weie 
the moft ancient, and of courfe the moft facred. He knew 
of the exercife of no regal privilege, in the regulation of 
which the Houfe was not entitled to interpofe, and. had 
not in fa£k interpofed . its advice. The late refolution was 
therefore no innovation, but authorifed by the moft ancient 
procedure. He would not on thefe accounts dwell on a 
long difcuflion of thefe precedents, but would come to a 
recent date of our own time, and which would at leaft form 
an drgumcntum ad bomnem to a learned gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas) who fat oppoHte to him. This precedent alluded 
^ to the refolution of the Houfe refpe£ting Mr. Haftings. 
The power of recal of that gentleman was furely legally . 
vetted in the Court of DireSors, and if this prerogadve 
retted in them, the power of continuing him in office was 
alfo repofed in them. For if they did not recal him, he 
mutt continue, unlefs he voluntarily refigned — But what 
had been the procedure of the Houfe refpefting that gen- 
tleman ? Had it not voted that it was the duty of the Di- 
re£lprs to recal him ? And who had laid the foundation 
of this refolution ? Who had in a manner moved it in the 
Houfe, and carried it to the conviftion and to the fatisfac- 
tion of almott every perfon but the learned gentleman who 

&t 
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fat oppofite to him ? Will that honourable member then 
give up all that refpeft and glory he had acquired by this 
tranfa£lion, for the purpofe of degrading the dignity, and 
▼iiifying the honour of this houfe ? Will he by one de- 
grading adl: refign all his merits, that he may fupport a 
ridiculous truifm of the Houfe of Peers ? He was not fur- 
prifed to fee Minifters who were retaining their feats in 
open defiance of the Houfe of Commons, joining iifue with 
the other Houfe in deftroying thofe precedents which had 
exiiled from the birth of the Conftitution, and in infulting 
and flandering an authority which they avowedly defpifcd. 

Such fentiments and condu£t might naturally be ex- 
pt&cd from fuch men ; but was the Houfe prepared to 
fupport them ? Was it ready to fubmit itfelf to this inno-» 
^^ation in the Conftitution, the ereftion of a Court of Ex- 
^liequer into that of a King's Bench ? This was a novelty 
in our fyftem which our forefathers had not known ; Lloyd, 
Selden, and Lyttleton, were ignorant of it — and the latter, 
though a great lawyer, was by no means prophet enough 
*to-prcdi£l it. And what have been the pitiful tricks em- 
^oyed to fupport a fet of Minifters who have defied all 
«he jttriiHi£lion of the Houfe? Have they not employed all 
3the tricks which lartifice can fuggeft, and endeavoured to 
procure addrefles in their favour by all the means of popu- 
3ar ftratagem and public impofture ? 

Here he was called to order by Mr, Brett, who denied 
*thc charge, and infiftcd on a more decent mode of ex* 
|>reifion. 

Lord Dclaval faid a few things alfoon the fubjeft; and then 

Mr. Erfkine^ being called up again, faid, that he would Mr.Eiikj:^ 

agam repeat what he had faid. He had averted, that ad-> 

defies had been got up by popular artifice, and public im* 

^fturc. In what did thofe prejudices originate which had 

%ccn formed againft the lite Adminiftration and his right 

"Konour^bie friend (Mr. Fox) who fat near him, but in 

. Ttfifrcprcfentation and falfehood ? Had not every method been 

cemployed to heighten them, and to foment them by impof« 

'•turc? Such were his opinions on this fubjcft, and fuch 

^;wcrc the opinions which in that Houfe he was in order to 

-avow. Were the people in every inftance capable or entitled 

to judge of public affairs ? In matters of extenfive concern^ 

and of intricate fpeculation, they were not. What is the 

'Hottle'tf Commons but in thefe iaftanccs to judge for them ? 

' It \%y, however, the artifice of fomc men^ and of particular 

Vot. XIII. 5 parties. 
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parties, on occafions of fuch a nature, to blind and preju* 
dice ihc public, lliis manoeuvre has lately been praftifcd 
with rcfpcft to the India bill. How few of mankind arc 
able to judge of its properties ?/ Yet how many phrafes, fuch 
as chartered rights, invalion of property, &c. have been got 
upas popular watch-words on the occaiion — and what il 
now the fubterUigc of Miniftry — under ihefc forms of po- 
pularity, in the maintenance of their office ? Suffer M 
(fay they) to remain till fuch time as we arc tried — till 
fuch lime as wc arc chargeable with crime — But how piti- 
• ful is the pret&xt r Does not their conduft refemble a fpc- 
cies of burglary, or that of a villain who enters my boufe 
with an intention 10 purloin my goods? Such a fellow I 
feixe by the throat, I threaten him with all the fcverities rf 
juftice — He, however, infifts that he has done no harm—- 
He even intreats permiffion to be allowed to continue till 
fuch time as he is chargeable with a fault, or perhaps hai 
audacity to propofe a coalition with me, as the beft atone« 
ment he can offer for the injuries he meant. 
Mr.Dondai Mr. Dundas faid, that after fo much declamatory and inflsM 
matory language, he would not venture to make a fpeecb, 
but only to throw out a few obfervations — He obferved, 
that with refpeft to the privilege and prerogative of tks 
Houfe of Commons, and of the other branch of the Lcgiila- 
ture, to give advice to the Trcafury, all were agreed-; hot 
he figured an inflance in which both thefe parts of the Con- 
ftitution gave a different advice. In this inftancc what wodM 
be the conduft of Miniflers ? The refolution alluded to, he 
did not confider as binding in the fame degree as a law-^ 
Still, however, it bound up the hands oiFMinifters fo far- 
it obliged them, in the acceptance of indis^. bills in evcfjr in- 
ilance bevond the fum of 300,0001. lo.confult the fcofeof 
the Houfe of Commons. This was the embarraiiment 
which it furely impofed on them, and which in its literal 
fenfe, and as he underftood the Englifh language, to the.an» 
derflanding of which he would not lay an equal <:laiin ci- 
ther with his learned friend (Mr* Macdonald) on the right, 
or his other' learned friend (Mr. E.fl^ine) on tJ>e left. .Kfc 
would therefore propofe an amendment on the fourth refolo* 
tion, and that a claull- fliould be added to it, explanatory of 
the ientiments of the Houfe refpe^ing it, and of its original in-, 
tention in the formation of it. He wifhed alfp that the fpur^i 
refolutic 11 might be the firft, and the others would Hatundly 
follow from it as corollaries. On neither of th^fe* points 
2 , would 
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r would he however iofift very ftrenuoufly. As to the argU" 
'l mentum ad hominemj it might be a legal phrafe, but furely not 
•y a parliamentary one. He did not think himfclf bound to an- 
. fwcr what had been thrown out on that fubjcft. In the cafe 
;' of Mr. Henleys, that gentleman having obtained no ap- 
/^ pointment from His Majefty, an addrefs was incompetent, 
tnd a declaratory refolution of the Houfe qf Commons be- 
came abfolutely neccffary. He fpoke of the addreffes which 
• had been prefented, and denied the interpofition of mini- 
fterial influence with^refpeft to them. 

Mr. Fox confefled himfelf much aftoniflid at the fpeech Mr. Fox. 
of the learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) who, in his opi- 
nion, had afted the part of an able and ingenious, though 
' not a prudent, advocate for the Houfe of Lords. He meant 
nothing invidious or perfonal by the term, but would appeal 
honcftly and fairly to the Houfe, whether, had their Lord- 
■ ftiips meant to plead their caufe at the bar of the Houfe, 
they could have fixed on any one who could have managed 
the interefts of his noble clients with more addrefs. For what 
was the amendment propofed, that the Houfe did not under- 
fiand its own opinion? It was an explanation which virtually 
and fubftantialiy recanted the fentiment conveyed by the re-^ 
folation. It was however to be remembered, that the Houfe 
of Commons fpoke not to the Houfe of Lords, but to the 
Lords of the Treafury, and that the Houfe of Lords had 
. fignified their difference with the Houfe of Commons for 
an exertion of thofe privileges ^liich were their exclulivc 
Tight; and the mode of blaming the refolutions which they 
had treated thus difrefpeftfully afFefled every refolution of 
the Houfe. It gave them all a colour of ambiguity and ob- 
scurity which they did not deferve. It lowered them in the 
eyes of the public, and made them fpeak a language which 
it was the interefl of fome that they fliould fpeak, but which, 
"however, was foreign to their hearts. By how many ftra* 
tag'ems was it endeavoured to produce this efFeft both within 
and without doors ? A bill had been brought into Parliament 
which all acknowledged was founded on the moft imminent 
neceifity. Never did a more flriking and tried majority 
ftamp a greater fanftion and value on any meafure than that 
by which the bill before Chriflmas was carried through the 
-■ Houfe. That bill was, notwithftanding, loft. But how ? 
Will any man aiTert, that the free, unbiafled fufFrage of their 
Lordftiips operated to that efFeft ? In ^contempt, however, 
of the Houfe in which the meafure originated, and the il- 
, S 2 luftrious 
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luftrious majority who efpoufed it as their own, it was not 
only thrown out, but the Miniftcrs pcriflicd with it, and 
periflied only, as it would feem, bccaufe they were fupported 
by the confidence of that Houfe. A new Miniftry was 
brought forward on the fame principle; and were not thcfe 
men held in office in direft oppofition to that Houfe, which 
never in a fimilar cafe had been difregarded without danger 
to the Conftitution ? How was the ftrange unconftitutional 
ftep juftificd by thofe principally concerned ? Not by vio* 
dicating their own conduft, but vilifying that of the Houfe, 
Did it not fecm an objeft to make the rpprefentativcs of 
the people infignificant and ufelefs ? Were not his Majefty*f 
prefent Miniftcrs called to office, maintained in office^ and 
by every mean and vulgar artifice exhibited to the people, 
not as objefts of. refpeft and merit, but of innocence and 
pity? But what was the objeft of the Conftitution in vcft* 
ing the Houfe of Commons with the abfolute, the uncqui* 
vocal, and fole difpofai of the public purfe? Was it to endue 
that branch of the Legiflatnre with various feparate and in- 
dependent powers ? No— For this peculiar prerogative the 
Houfe of Commons poflcfles not as a branch of the Legi* 
flature, but as the reprefentativcs of the people, unconnec- 
ted with any other powers or body of incn whatever. In 
this diftinguifhing attribute of their delegated capacity; nci* 
their King nor Lords had any right of interference. It was 
a truft connefted with their exiftence and their honour, and 
to relinquifh it on any account was to prove traiterous to 
the confidence repofed in them by their conflituents and the 
public* Whoever, therefore, had the ufc of the public mo» 
pey, was refponfible to them for the ufe they made of it 
in proportion to their truft* They bad not, confequently, 
gone too far in afferting whatever the refolutions of his ao^ 
ble friend would bear. Their predeceflbrs had gone much 
farther — he doubted whether they had more provocation* 
He trufted the temper of the Houfe, however, would bt 
uniform, and that they would go through even with the s^r* 
duous duty prefcribed ihem, in a manner that would do 
them honour with the world and with pofterity. But it was 
obvious how they had been treated. He wi(hed the Houfe 
to recoUeft the dates of the feveral refolutions, and how 
tamely they had conftantly been received. One noble LorJ 
(Effingham) had indeed now and then harped on tbefe refo«' 
lutions, but no footer had he broached the matter, than the 
Houfe was adjourned ; and it was not till the Hotifc it^ de> 

cl^rcd, 
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^clared^ that a firm^ extended, efSdent, and united' Admi* 
»;|itftration could alone reftore harmony to the country and 
^Ihc Houfe of Comoions, that their Lordfhips feemed alarm- 
r^ So long as the Houfe did not find fault with Miniftcrs, 
\ti^eir refolutions were innocent and inoffenfive; but the 
Hioment they attacked an unconftitutional Adminillration, 
fhcy took fire, and with equal induftry and vehemence ran- 
feck thisir Journals, and pronounce their anathemas on every 
word which they c«in mifconftrue into an objeft of animad- 
Ferfion and cenfure, and without regard to delicacy or refervc, 
, charge the Houfe with what they never did or thought to do, 
■He was forry that he was obliged to recur fo often to the 
;'|^8 which had diftiriguifhed the earlier part of the preicnt 
^ffion ; for thefe were the fafts which had incurred the re- 
^tment of their Lordfhips, and which they feeiped fo very 
much offended by. They had acquired their objeft, and 
fiill they were diffatisfied. The meafure on which the ho- 
nour of the Houfe was pledged they had difpofed of, but 
in a manner extremely difgraceful ; fome laid by a Court 
|Oggle, others by the abfolutc command of Majefty ; but 
Done ever allowed the Houfe of Lords any merit whatever 
i» this famous decifion of that celebrated meafure. He then 
sdv^rted to Mr. Dundas's commentary on the refolution con- 
pifrning the rccal of Mr. Haftings in the year 1782, and 
rxpofcd the ingenious reafoning of that learned gentlemaa 
OfU that particular. He was ailonifhed at the condud of 
bine men beyond exprcfEon — He admired the ingenuity of 
the learned gentleman ; but he knew not how it was, he 
[»ever had heard him fo much unequal to himfelf as in the 
ijpeech he had juft made. Was it that men of the ftrongcft 
ialents were not able, with all their powers of eloquence and 
M>niprehenfion, to render fallehood as forcible as truth, or 
low could it be accounted for, that on fuch occafions the 
>righte{l parts funk beneath themfelves? He was likewife 
Hiatble how to unravel the conduft of thofe men who had 
aid fo much about coalition, and notwithdanding, appeared 
;o be of fuch, if he might ule a new word, uncoalefcible and 
ifii>ftiteab(e qualities. He illuftrated the interference of 
;be Houfe in cafes where difcretionary powers were invefted 
Vf the Attorney General, who, in his opinion, was the fer- 
rmot of the Houfe, who ha4 always a£ted at the command 
>f the Houfe, and who^ in cafe of diibbedieoce to their or- 
I^rs^ he di4 iiot (^ how b^ ^PNld h^ puniibed. The gre:^,^ 

priacijpic 
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principle that guided him, and which the Houfe ftill fop- 1 ai 
ported in all their fervants upon truft, was, a deference to 
their opinion. Where this did not exift, their interference 
by admonition or advice would he unneccffary . But it wasoi 
the foppofition of its operating to a certain dcgrccon their 
fervants of all defcrlptions, that they had intcrpored by fuck 
means. He declared ihe impolicy and injuftice of infiftingoa 
the extreme of right in any cafe where all forts of powers anl 
prerogatives were ftill under limitation; and he deprecated 
the neceflity the Houfe of Commons might yet be under » 
aflcrt, as her dernier rcfort, that great check which (he ud- 
doubtedly had over the executive government, by denying 
the fopplies.. This he would ftate till the very laft moaeiH 
as hypothetical, not fufFering himfelf to believe that mca 
could be fo mad as to fufFer the conftitution of the country tt> 
tun fuch a rifque from obftinacy, or whatever other motin 
may influence them. Heinfiftcd that all the prerogatives of 
the Crown were limited by the great objeft for which they 
were originally inftituted, which was the benefit and advan- 
tage of the public. Had not this Houfe interfered with ibc 
prcfent Miniftry folely bccaufe they were evidently inade* 
^uatc to this capital and primary idea? He wiftied, hoei»» 
ever, that every thing fliould ftill be carried on with pru- 
dence and moderation. The prefent was a trying crifiii 
and he could fee a determination to try them ftill' more. But 
he trufted the fpirit and magnanimity they had already dif- 
covered would never forfake them, but bear them up under 
all the difficulties and temptations to which the exercifeof 
their duty to the public, to their conftituents, and to them* 
felves, unavoidably expofed them. He warned the Houfe 
with much earneftnefs and importunity againft the venom 
and poifon of the amendment, or explanation, which thi 
learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had fuggefted. The point 
to which they tended needed no illuftration. The W9nb 
fcemed harmlefs, but were the more dangerous for thctt 
apparent infignificance. They were evidently intended t» 
turn the moft ferious bufinefs in which that Houfe had tnx 
been engaged, into ridicule, and brought againft them tbe 
very folemn and formidable charge of fufpending the exe^ 
cifc of law. But every circumftance which attended the pio- 
grefs of the whole affair demonftrated the purpofe to whicb 
It was direfted. He was certain the de'fign, whatever (be- 
tefs might attend it^ was to llander them in the couotryi 

• awl 
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Und to inflame the people againft their friends by mifrepre- 
ientanon, which it was much eafier to forge and circulate 
than lopprefs. But he called on the honour of the Houfe, 
on their regard for themfelves, on their fidelity to their coa-* 
Aicuents, and above all, on their value for the Conftitution^ 
to hold on in the fair, the broad and beaten path of duty 
40 their country, their confciences, and the truft committed 
to their honour as men, and virtue as citizens. This might 
be called an appeal to paffion — He was not very anxious 
'Whac cenfures of that kind he might wear — He knew not 
for one, when the feelings of mankind did not defcrve to 
^>c roufed and interefted, if not on a queftion which in- 
volved whatever they eftecmed moft, and would part with 

SUft. 

, ; Mr, Chancellor Pitt faid, that the right honourable gentle- Mr. CW 
4ilaa in his prclent coiduft fecmed to be inclined to declare ^c^*^'^^*'** 
Hirar with the other Houfe of Parliament, and to load them 
i%ixh invedive, which fhould bring upon them popular 
^>dium : and be feemed to be thus evidently felicitous of 
lurioging on what he pretended the moil to condemn, a quar- 
«l between the two Houfes. He tri;fted and believed, that 
•Jbhe^people had too much good fenfe, that they had too much 
.veneration for a Houfe which now, as well as in many for- 
iner inftances, had inter pofed- between the violence of the 
\Hpufe off Commons and the Conflitution, and had refcued 
the one from the intemperance of the other. In the prefent 
f^sUiPy they had obferved a rcfolutioif of this Hopfe with the 
je^^oufy which became their wifdom ; and finding in it an 
Umbiguity that alarmed them, they had declared their fenfe 
jOf iCi tendency with manlincfs, and at the fame time with 
jfffp^. If they had conftrued the refolution wrong, if they 
i^ad given to the words a meaning which they did not 
J>0ar, that muft be afcribed to its true caufe, not to any cap- 
:lipQS difpoiition of that* noble Houfe — Not, as had been 
infinoated, to a delire of diminifking the importance or the 
confidence of the Commons, but to a laudible defire of 
jgvarding the facred purity of our Conftitution againft the 
.tenporary heat, the phrenzy, th^ violence, or the forgetful* 
^efs of either of the other branches of the Legiflatur^.. He 
faid he was, not in the Houfe at the time that the refolution 
iSpmplained of was pafTed* .. He confelTed that he bad laLway^ 
J^oked on that refolution as, at beft, a hafty and. inconfiderate 
. ^peftfure, and conveyed at the fame time in words. 6f io much 
£* . ■ ambi- 
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embigaity^ as to juftify the Houfc in their acceptation of m 
It undoubtedly might beconftrued, from its letter, to affume 
a paramount powerto the difcretionary authority vcftcd by 
the aft of Parliament in the Board of Treafury ; for the it* 
folution expreflly declared, that they' were to accept of oe 
more bills until the Houfe of Commons fhould fo dired. 
What was the meaning of thefe words, ** ^niil the Houfe' 
of Commons fhould fo direft ?'' Their meaning was evi- 
dently that they fhould hold themfclves fubjcft to the in- 
jun£tion of that Houfe, and fhould, in confcqucncc of their 
interference and control, fufpcnd the exercife of their dif- 
cretionary powers. He turned his argument into a variety 
of fhapes, and having argued it at confidcrable length, he 
faid the explanation fuggefled by his learned friend, might 
pofHbly anfwer the wifhes of moderate men ; fince by (hew- 
ing that the Houfe of Lords had miflaken the fcnfe of the 
refolution, the cenfure of their oppofite refolve would not 
remain. In his own mind the explanation of Mr. Duodis 
was right; but as it did not feem to be the fenfe of the 
Houfe, he would take a more gentle courfe, and by moving 
the previous queflion, would put the matter on a footing 
which gentlemen, he thought, could not fo well objcft to. 
The matter would then fland thus: — The Houfc, though 
they had paflTcd the refolution, felt the force pf the convic- 
tion they had received, and without entering into any ex- 
planation of their concUaft, confefTed its inconiiderate ten- 
dency, by refufing to take notice of the cenfure they had 
received. This was the moderate way of proceeding, and 
this was the means which he preferred, as he did not with 
to imitate the right honourable gentleman, whofe profefBons 
were all for peace, temper, and moderation, but whofe 
meafurcs were for the revcrfe. The right honourable gen- 
tleman was for ever talking about the moderation of hiSr con- 
duft, and forever charging him and his friends wijthaN the 
heat and intemperance which occurred in that Houfe; and 
yet, though that was for ever his language, it was never hi« 
pra£tice. He declared himfelf to he a friend to order and 
concord. The great defire and objeft of his heart was ihm- 
nimity, if it could be procured on public principles, and oi 
grounds upon which men of honour could ftand. In thi( 
4nean time he muft obferve again and again, that the pre* 
fent dilemma was not occafioned by his pride, by his obili* 
nacy, or by his lull of power. He copcluid«d with faying^ 
that as no precifc idea ci^uld be given to the phrafe in ths 

rclb* 
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rcfolution pf the 24th of December, until the political dic- 
tionary of Mr. Eden came out, a di£lionary which he dared 
to fay would fix the language as well as the tenets of that 
Houfe, he would, to put an end to prefent conftru£tions^ . 
move the previous queftion. 

Lord North reprobated the fuppofed ambiguity of the re- Ld.Korth. 
fblution on which the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) had grounded raoft of his reafoning. He was at a 
lofs how to aniwer moft of thofe arguments, which, in his 
opinion, were merely a fort of philological exercitations, 
which no ingenuity of man could render fo precife as utterly 
to exclude all quibble and fophiftry; and unlefs words were 
underftood in their common acceptation, there would be no 
end to^yiifeonceiving their meaning. He thought, however^ 
that we ought to regard their primary and ufual fenfe as the 
fafeft, and leaft liable to mifconftruftion ; and taking thefe 
obfervations for granted, he challenged any man to fix any 
imputation of ambiguity on the refolution in queftion. His ' 
Lordihip then confidered the fubjeft in a great variety of 
« lights, and was extremely facetious in many parts ot htSL 
fpeech. He dkl not like explanations where there was no- 
thing to explain ; and always fufpefted fome other meaning 
than was avowed, where the words of the commentary wtrtf' 
fo ambiguous. He took occafion to mention the people at 
large — He faid, he believed they were as yet ignorant of the ■ 
ftatc of the queftion between the two Houfes, and between.' 
this Houfe and the Minifter ; but he was fure the time was 
not far off, when their conftitucnts would perceive who were; 
their friends; it was not in nature that they fhould be ene- 
mies to their natural guardians. If prerogative fhould pre-' 
vail over privilege and the Conftitution, the Houfe of Com-' 
mons might be enflaved; but in that cafe, the people muft 
be cnflaved alfo. A free Houfe of Commons would have 
frcd fellow fubje£ls; but a Houfe of Commons, deprived of 
all energy and vigour, could exift only in a country loft to 
every fenfe of liberty. The people would foon fee by whom 
it was their intereft to be rcprefented ; by their own members 
e^efted by themfclves^ or by their hereditary members, 
named by another; by knights, citizens, and burgeftes, or 
by a noble proxy ! 

M. Powys declared himfelf an enemy to the amendment Mf.Fowyi 
fuggcftcd by the learned gentleman, becaufe it could be 
called nothing better than a conceftion to the Lords ; and he 
was an enemy to the previous queftion* becaufe the Houfe 

Vol. XUI- T ^v% 
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was called upon to fpeak out in defence of its privileges, 
which had been invaded. 

Sir George Howard vindicated his noble relation (the Earl 
of Effingham) from the charge of inconfiftency. 

Lord Galway called gentlemen at the bar to order. 

The Houfe divided at one o'clock, when there appeared 
for the previous quefton 156, againft it 187 — majority 
againfk the Minifter's queftion 31. 

Lord Beauchamp's refolutions were then all put^ and car* 
ried without a diviiion, and the Houfe adjourned*. 

February 18. 

Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt and Mr. Fox rofc together, which oc- 
cafioned a moment^s contention in the Houfe, but the latter 
giving way, the former flated that he only dcfired to (ay 
very (hortly what the fituation of Minifters was prcvi* 
ous to the queftion now to be agitated. He then declared 
that his Majefty had not yet, in compliance with the refolu- 
tions of the Houfe, thought proper to difmift his prefent 
Minifters ; and that his Majefty's Minifters had not refigned. 
This much he thought neceffary to (ay, prior to any difcuf- 
fion on the fubjeft of fupplies. 
Fox. Mr. Fox heard the declaration of the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) with the greateft aftonifliment and 
' concern, it was, in his opinion, fuch language as this 
Houfe had never heard fince the Revolution, or, however, he 
might fay from the Acceffion. What was it but a flat and 
peremptory negative to the fentiments and wifhes of his 
Ms^efty's faithful Commons^ who, ardently and folicitoufly 
deiirous of the public welfare, and the honour of every 
branch of the Britifh Legiflature, had taken the moft cauti- 
ous and delicate means in thetr power, not only of prevent- 
ing every thing like a breach, but even of doling the wound 
when made ? In what fituation then did the Houfe of Com- 
mons ftand ? To what a degree of infignificance were the 
reprefentatives of the people, and the people themfelves, rer 
duced by this expedient } Could it be faid that they had any 
longer the leaft influence in the conftitution of the country: ? 
Re would anfwer boldly and to the point. In his opinion 
the matter was nearly at a crifts. Was not this the firft an- 
fwer of the fort that ever had been received by the Houfe 
from a Prince of the Brunfwlck line? A Prince who was 
born and bred aniong a people who had long adored his per- 
il fonal 
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onal and domeftic virtues, to whom alP the nation looked 
with pleafure and confidence, whofe anceftors had laid chetn 
under the higheft obligations, and from the qualities and vir- 
tues of whole progeny they had the moft fanguine expefta- 
tions ; that he (hould have been the firft to treat their 
humWc and refpeSful reprefentation with fo little ceremony 
as a direft negative ; language would not bear him out io 
ftating the fentiments which aconduA fo new and extraordi- 
nary undoubtedly impreiTed on his mind. Would any mem* 
ber of the Houfe pretend to fay, that the prefent had any 
parallel in the hiftory of the country, except in fuch timca 
as one would wifh, during the prefent conteft, if poflible, 
to forget f Was there not then a(£t u ally ex i (ling, a variance 
between the Houfe of Commons and the other branches of 
the Legiflature? Was the meiTage now delivered of a pacifip 
or conciliating tendency ? Ought not every fpccies of con- 
duQy as things were now circumftanced, to have been as 
ibft and accommodating as poffible ? Was it friendly to the 
liberties of this country, the conftitutional importance of 
the people, or the confequence of their reprefeniatives ia 
Parliament, to have anfwered their wifhes m a manner fo 
verV unfatisfaflory ? Gentlemen in private life regarded 
each other with fo much refpeft and delicacy, as never, but 
in cafes which could admit of no palliative, to contradict 
each others defires. It was this mutual deference and com- 
plaifance which conflituted the beauty and the fatisfaflion^ 
as well as utility, of focial intercourfe : and the powers 
which entered into the Conftitutibn of this country were 
afiuated and kept alive by the conftant and' happy applica- 
tion of this great principle. Harmony rendered all the 
branches of the Britifh Legiilature one, and rendered its 
operations efFeduat and confident. But he would aik what 
tendency his Majefty's meffage, as now very deeply and 
generally impreffing the Houfe, had to produce that har- 
mony, that unanimity, that cordiality, and union, which 
conftitutcd the vital fpring of the Britifh Government. 
Had not a majority of the Houfe of Commons, almoft from 
time immemorial, governed this country ? Was it not a con* 
fidence in the Houfe of Commons that gave energy and ef- 
feft to every Adminiftration ? Was it not the countenance 
and concurrence of the Houfe of Commons which gave po- 
pularity and (lability to the Throne ? Was it not in clafh- 
ing with this radical and primary principle that fo many. 
caUaiities bad happened in fome of the reigns prior to the 

T ^ Revolution! 
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Revolution ? Was it not to the influence of this principle 
that we owed all the glorious and memorable things ^bat had 
been achieved during the war before laft ? What can be the 
rcafon for relinquijfhing a principle, which, ever fince its 
prevalence, has been marked with the moft Angular and 
ftriking advantages? Now, however, was, it feemcd, the 
«ra fixed on for governir\g this country by other principles, 
without a Houfe of Commons, and independent of the peo- 
ple. But are the provifions fo well cftablifhed by the wif- 
dom and experience of our forefathers to be fet afiitc, and 
difmiflcd from the abftraftions and theories of innovators, * 
on a fyftem which flood the wonder and admiration of ages? 
He trufted the firmnefs, the magnanimity of that virtuous 
and refpeftable majority, who had gone fo far and done fo 
much, would not defert them on fo critical and tryjng an 
occafion. He trufted they would face the diiScuhics they 
had to furmount with refolution and dignity. They were in 
circumftahces in which no Houfe of Commons had betn for 
many years; and as every thing about them muft conlrquently 
bear a new afpeft, their prti'ent duty was deliberation and 
attention. There was evidently danger in every ffep ; and 
it became them to think once and agam before they afied. 
Now was the time to make a paufe ; and it certainly would 
be a foleron and decifive one. The fubjeft which de- 
manded their confideration was unqueftionably one of the 
moft ferious and important that ever did, or ever could de* 
mand their confideration. It was neither lefs nor more than 
what it became them to do under a circumftancc fo npvcl 
and unprecedented in the hiftory of a free Parliament, as to 
deftroy their confequencc for ever, unlefs fome method was 
devifed by which their honour and independence could be 
faved. No man could fay this was not an objeft of great mo« 
ment; or if any man could boldly come forward and alTert 
that the Houfe of Commons was not in a fituation altogether 
peculiar to the prefent moment, he would only fay, in re* 
turn^ that fuch a declaration would not be lefs extraordi*' 
nary than the faft which it denied. He trufted gentlemen, 
on a topic fo near to every Engliihman's feelings, would 
excufe his repetitions, as he thought, in his confcience^ too 
much could not be faid to rivet the novelty of the circum* 
fiance on the mind. It was at leaft unparallelled in the annab 
of the country, which related to our moft profperous condition, 
and has n6t the fhadow of a precedent, but in thofe melao* 
choly time»9 which are ftill the opprobriom of our biftory. 
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ad involved a ferl^s of the moft awful and afFeding cala- 
jilties that ever degraded and difgraced a great and brave 
eople. If ever, therefore, any period was more big with 
Blamity than another, if ever a delign to annihilate the 
^nftitution was entertained, it feemed now to be that 
hbriod, and that defign. And when Ihould the Houfe paufe 
llD its iituation, its duty, its importance, its interefis, its 
Onnedltons, and the confequences of being reduced and 
BappreiTed, but when a profcription flared them in the face ? 
i^or thelc, and a variety of reafons, he thought the prefent 
bbjeft ought to be delayed. Men's minds, at leaft, who« 
?vcr viewed the matter as he did, could not be in a ft ate ot^ 
tmperature fufficicntly cool and collefted to view the mat* 
cr maturely and difpaffionately. They ought to be per* 
bitted leifure, that they might think on every word they 
kid J and every meafure they adopted, left hurry or preci* 
4tatK>n might derang? them, fo as to produce the greateft 
kublic difficulty and inconvenience. He had, from a va« 
icty of fuch coniiderarions as thefe, rofe to luggeft to the 
floufe the necefllty and propriety of waving the queftion 
i(f .fupplies for a .very (hort date, that gentlemen might 
t>me on a future day, perfeftly awake to the lituation ill 
vhich they were now placed by his Majefty's anfwcr to the 
Skfolutions, which, by an order of the Houfe, had been hid 
ftefore ihe Throne, He did not conceive that any very 
Ritisfaflory argument could be urged againft a propoiition 
b much juftitied by the prefent condition of the country 
fC large and the Houfe of Commons in particular. He cal- 
led on gentlemen to confider under what a defcription they 
PTOuld henceforth iit in the Houfe, on the fuppofition this 
eooteft ended in. favour of the prefent Miniftry. Did it 
dot completely overthrow their power in the Conftitution, 
bid degrade them beneath ihemfelves ? Did it not reduce 
them to a ftate of the moft perfeft non-enttty and infignifi* 
eance ? Did it not make them as little as «ver their anccflors 
bad made them great? Did it not ftrip them of all the 
powers and privileges with which time, the Conftitution, 
and the people of England, had veftcH them, and bring 
theni) back to that original infignificancc in which fome of 
nor hiftorians afied 10 place them } And was it not in fuch 
H progrefs of degradation as this, that the Houfe was inte« 
icfted in making a ftand, and exerting with all its remaining' 
Vigour its laft efforts in its owii prefervation ? He therefore 
t^^rg^d gentlemcDi by their regard for the excellence of a 
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Government which bad no parallel on the face of thei 

for the faWation of whatever they moft valued as mcfl 

Englifhmen, for all thofe rights, which, having derivjn 

impaired from their anceflors, it was their duty, their 

nour, and their pride, to tranfmit anfullied to pofie 

to deliberate on where they were, how they were fitn 

and to what ohjcft thefe very uncommon circumflanccs 

dcd. He aiked how they could anfwer to their conftitt 

and their own confciences, for having a£ted in fix 

pr^rcament as the prefent, without caution^ principli; 

mature attention* T hefe had marked^ and he trufted w 

continue to mark, their condu£l« He had a better opii 

of their prudence than to imagine they were to bedifcoa 

ted or deranged by any thing they could now hear froi 

cjuarter lb evidently hoftile to their wifhes, and which 

managed to a6t fo long independent of their confidci 

He had often ftated his conceptiorw of the prerogatifd 

the Throne. The prefent queftion involved them veryi 

^ tcrially. That His Majefty had a legal right to a]^ 

■whom he pleafed, and even to continue thofe whdm 

had appointed, to be his Minifters, in oppofition to thei 

timenrs of this Houfe, he pretended not to difputc. I 

he was certain, on the other hand, the public monefi 

trufted with the Houfe of Com'mons, whofe right to M 

bute that money was at leaft not lefs legal. When, difl 

fore, either the one or the other of thefe rights Mrercaft 

cdin the extreme, he could confider it in no other light A 

as a challenge ; and the party thus deBed was bound io^ 

to its own honour, calmly and deliberately to confider t^ 

itfelf whether it fliould take up the challenge or not. J 

did not know that any defiance more explicit and ^ 

could be given to that Houfe than the one which had) 

come from the right honourable gentleman. He hopcdi^ 

Houfe was not by any means prepared to accept of it w 

out farther and more fedate confideration. Whatever tl 

feelings and refentments might be, they would not, ofl 

event fo awful and portentous, he imagined, a£l witk 

merity or indifcretion. They were driven to extremeS|| 

the confoquendes undoubtedly would be with thofe whoi 

pofed on them a line of conduft, which it was their iri 

their united defire to avoid. How long it might b^ pi« 

for them to maintain fuch a fyftem of moderatioti add<i 

cacy he did not know, but he was anxious they wo 

depart from it in thie pref^ent ftage of the bufiqefs as |itt{( 
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.blc. He tad been fingled out as conftantly enjoining a. 
;rine refpe£ling moderation and temper in the Houfe, 
irhich his own example was no very ttriking fpecimeji j 
fuch a turn to what he conceived to be his duty, he 
: the author of it full credit. He was aware at the fame 
: that the farcafm did not, or at leaft but flightly, affe£k 
; for he had always obferved a material diitinflion be- 
:ii that vehemence which originated in debate and cha- 
erified the mode of individuals, and that violence or in- 
Ideration which often ^ffe£^ed conduct. The heat pro- 
:d by argument, and the circumltances of a popular af- 
bi^y, was very different from that precipitancy or tcme- 
ia a£lion which was always the mark of weaknefs or de- 
• . He was ready to plead guilty to no very common de- 
: of warmth where the fubjeft ftrack him as intcrefting 
important ( but he appealed to the Houfc, to the world 
irgc^r and to every particular in his political life, &c. 
tther any part of his public condud had ever been dii^ 
ui&ed by want of temper. He was. happy to think that 
at leaft was not his greateft weaknefs, and that the im* 
4;ion fo repeatedly and farcaftically aimed at him would^ 
he whole, be found more perfeGly applicable elfewherc 
cing at Mr. Pitt) than with him. But if ever any want 
KOaper could for a fingle moment be indulged in that 
Cfc; if warmth was ever juftifiable on any fubjcft, or at 
tiihe 3 if any emergency rendered it neceflary for indi<* 
iils to take an open and decided part in difpute, this, he 
l^Qied^ above all the very iingular contingencies which 
^guifhed our hidory, demanded an immediate furrender 
ifery difguife. The point at iffue admitted of no parley 
t^ver. It was decided by one party. The other had 
l^ternative but to render their decifion as wide, as re-.; 
bable, and as effe£tive as poffible ; and he had the moO:- 
6^ confidence in the prudence and fpirit of the Houfe* 
318 on fuch occafipns as the prefent that great and con- 
ii^oUA talents were called into exigence, were roufed into 
9a, were often exerted for the welfare of fociety, and' 
IQtereits of mankind ; and he did not doubt but the abi- 
■of the prefent Houfe of Commons, in fpite of what- 
r artifices were praftifed againft them, would bear them 
i^rably through the conflift. They would find refour- 
hn the caufe of the conftitution and the people, which 
jttercaufe could produce, and which had always, in the. * 
^ of ev^y opppfition and danger, proved ultimately, tri- 
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umphant. The mcafurcs already adopted he had thi 
were fcparately and refpeftively adopted on the moft 
and fubftantial grounds. Thefe had partly been juffil 
by the event. But it was now obvious they had not pre 
ced the whole efFeft for which they were propofed. OtI 
were confequently ftill neceflary. What thefe fhouldbeil 
did not become him to fay, it did not become the Honfcj 
immediately to determine. But, in his opinion, fomethio| 
farther was neceflary. The variance ftated by the. Miniftcfl 
to fubfiil between the Crown and the Houfe could notbiti 
give fomething like a new turn to men*s feelings and idea 
He confefled it to have imprefled him with the moft awH: 
apprehenfions *, and was this a f^ate of mind favourabletf 
the difcuihon of a queftion which involved the peculiar dif*. 
tin£tion of that Houfe ? Could gentlemen deliberate mii. 
turely on a fubjefl, which, whatever way it might be dfr 
cided, would materially afFe£i: the intereft and tranquillitf 
of the country by its deciflon ? He confldered the meflagi 
which they had heard from the Minifter as a greater cab 
mity than any this country had yet endured for a centnn 
pad 'j and the feelings and apprehenfions of mankind am 
not help being alarmed for the probable confequences of 1 
meafure that put every thing facred and valuable to the ifoc 
of who fliould ultimately prove ftrongeft. He was nOtif 
norant by what reafoning the adjournment for -which he m 
moved would be oppofed, though his conception could not 
furniih him with a tingle argument againit it, "which woaU 
not originate in mifreprefentation. Gentlemen on the otbcf 
fide would put a conftru£tion on every word he adoptd 
moft perfeftly foreign to his meaning. To ftop the fupplietp 
he knew as well as any man, was an expedient which coaU 
only be juftified by the laft extremity. He begged, howf 
ever, to declare, that he, for one, was not yet ripe to adopt 
fuch a ftrong meafure. His faculties were in a ftttc of 
fufpenfion by what he had heard, which allowed him not to 
fay what was moft proper. The hefitation of eight ad 
. forty hours could not much afFe£): the bufmefs of the couft* 
try one way or others and this was a refpite which, everf 
afpedi which could be taken of public affairs abundantlf 
juftified. But he very folemnly and earneftly entered hi 
proteftation againft imputing to this conduft, which origi* 
nated in delicacy for the honour of the Houfe, any thiitf 
)ike a defire to put off tlie fupplies. He knew the need* 
^ty of thefci and no man could be more averfe than he «>• 

to 
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to do any^ thing that muft prove diftfeffitig to the countrjr; 
Why then were the Houfe of Commons fo circumftanccd 
by the obftinacy of His Majefty*s MinifterSj or the advifers 

. oi His Majefty, as that they could not preferve their own 
rights^ the rights of the conftitution, or the rights of the 
people, without fuch an affertion df their prerogative a$ 

'' muft be attended with the moft ferious and affefting mif- 
. chief ? Who were to blame for all this, but thofe who defied 

r a majority of Parliament, and fet up their own fagacity in 

* oppofitiou to the collefted wifdom of the Houfe r He was 
'^ fincerely forry any individual fhould fo far forget his confci- 

quence, however refpe£iable, as to think it beneath him 
to fubmit not to any perfonal etiquette^ but to the honour 

• of the Houfe, to that voice which has always prevailed in 
; . the pureft times in this country, to that decifion which no 

Minlfter till now had ever the hardinefs to conteft, to that 
conftitution which it had always been the greateft glory of 
the greateft men to venerate and obey. What then was the 
principle on which we beheld at this moment a Miniftry 
without the confidence of the Houfe of Commons ? An ex-» 
ecutive government in which the Houfe placed no degred 
of truft whatever. How (hould a phenomenon in the con- 
jftittttion be accounted for on thofe great and liberal princi« 
pies which had ever been its proudeft diftinSion ? He was 
/ * JtMiwilling to adopt any language that might be capable of 
|liifconftru£kion ; but it was fair and manly to fay, that th<^ 
j^fign of ruling this country without the voice of the peo- 

Jle was now obvious. He would readily abfolve the right 
onourable gentleman from any imputation of this fort, 
. ,but he would not fo readily abfolve thofe who had fecretly 
advifed His Majefty to appoint a fet- of men to the execu- 
Aive government of this country in oppofition to a majority 
of the Houfe of Commons. Thefe perfons, whoever they 
yrcTCf had adopted a fyftem of politics totally inconfiftenj: 
^th the functions of tnis Houfe, hoftile indeed to the fpi- 
jrit and charafter of a free government. It was their evi- 
dent intention to render the Houfe of Commons the mere 
tool and organ of defpotifm. He hoped the fpirit of a 
brave and a free people would defeat the bafe defign j but 
.the defign would not appear the lefs dark and difingenubus 
■that it was not permitted to fucceed. He had longobferved 
.die machinations, hatched and harboured by a combination 
; .of perfons, againft the liberty of this country, whofe poli- 
tical principles were too well underftood to need any far- 
yoL. XIII. U ' thcr 
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thcr illuftration. Thefe perfons had long cn-feavourcd to 
have the voice of the people :n rhelr lide, \:zt'z l*7ng ilmg^ 
gied to m:iice the peorle parties :n their cvn ruin, brtvelong 
endeavoured to rr.ake them iz ennt'rv vtith their heft friends, 
and to perfuade them that thole cnly who ru:i every rifl^t 
and facrifice every thin^ dcttrible -rn their iccou.^t, arc moft 
nolllle to their inrerslt, and leu it i:ic::neJ, aj -veil as Icaft 
able, ro c*o theni an^ real i':^r7:ce. This is one of thcii moft 
canital manoeuvres, which they are playing off in the face 
of a cour^try which bleeds a: ev^ry pore, and under circmn- 
f^ances which render us the ^'.-riJon and contempt of all the 
world. Bat how ii ir tr.iir.t to demcltfh the confequcncc 
and utility cf this Houfe ? Have they not rjfitled every idea 
of delicacy which OT^ght to hire cper:itfil in favour of that 
major it^r which oppof-s the Mir.ifters they have put in, and 
continue to fupport ? Have they not trifled with the voice 
and Inclinations of the Houfe, lb forcibly and explicitly 
announced by the ieveral refolutions in the Journals ? Have 
they not procratlinated that ilTue which the bufinefs of the 
pubiic and the wiihes of the Houfe have fo long and re- 
peatedly urged, till the patience of the Houfe is nearly ex- 
haufted ? He hoped that virtue would prove fuperior to the 
temptations it had now to encounter, though, as all deli- 
cacy was over with one branch of the Legillature, fomc 
might think it ought alfo ro be at an end with another. He 
was of a different opinion, and held it their duty to conti- 
nue in the fame prudent and refpcctful temper in which 
they had begun. Notwith (landing the plan laid to precipi- 
tate them into an immediate refufal of fuch fupplies as 
were necelTary for carrying on the public bufinefs, he' was 
not without hopes that the Houfe would acl fuch a part as 
* would juflify them to their conftituents. Whether they 

ffiould go immediately into a decifion which ihould finally 
fctile the clifpute between the privileges of Parliament and 
the prerogatives of the Crown, or whether fome anterior 
ftcp might not be deemed more eligible ? What this would 
be, whether two or two hundred expedients might be moft 
advifeablc, were, in the prefent ftate of his mind, queftions 
to which he dared not hazard any anfwer whatever. He 
would only fay, in general, that whatever had the moft 
diflant promifc of anfwering any pacific purpofe, he, for 
one, would be anxious to adopt, and, if poffible, by every 
expedient which human fagacity could fuggeft, to avoid aU 
together a difcuflion fo hoftilc to public tranquillity. He 
I won- 
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"Wondered by what principle the honourable geutlcman could 

^ reconcile his prefent fituation to the feelings of his own 
mind. He was fatisfied he could not be where he was from 
choice. Was every one, then, who faw and admired the 
difplay of his great and fplendid abilities, more fenfible of 
. their prefent improper application than he was ? He cer- 
tainly meant no perfonal difrefpedl, and he perfuaded him- 
felf the right honourable gentleman would not take it in 
that light, when he fufpefted he was the dupe of thofe who 
"were enemies to the conftitutional importance of this 
Houfe. ' They prefumed on his youth, the popularity 

r. which attended the family to which he belonged, and the 
ilfuftrious name which he bore ; and were he to ufe the 
fame freedom in this Houfe which one friend might ufe to 
another, and in a room with the right honourable gentle- 
man alone, he would addrefs him on the prefent conteft in 
tbefe words — " You are contending in the Houfe of Com- 
mons not for the prerogatives of the Crown or the confti- 
tution, conne£led with the exercife of ttefe prerogatives, 
buc for a fet of men, who are only making you the inftru- 

■' ment of their ambition, and that objeft gained, they will, 
make you nobody. It is their intention to make you only 
an acceflary to their own plans, and whenever their fchemes 
arc fulfilled, they will dellroy your utility for ever. They 

■ make you exert your utmoft endeavours to pull down this 
'afylum of liberty, but you unadvifedly involve yourfelf in 
. its ruins." — If therefore Miniftcrs are determined to brave 
the power of Parliament, and oppofe their own perfonal 
feelings to the honour of the Houfe and the welfare of the 
people, they muft abide by the confcquence. Tht princi* 
pie on which they a£t is an cverlafting bar to any profpeft 
of unanimity in this houfe. He was alarmed more by this 
than any other circumftance whatever. It ever had*bore to 
his mind a menacing afpeft to the liberties, not of the 
Houfe only but of the country. It affeftcd that great vital 
and aftive principle in the conftitution on which all the pri-» 
vileges of Englifhmen hung ; and while that impediment 
remained, lio coalefcence could be expedled. It placed an 
ocean betvy^een them, which it was impoffible to pafs, and 
put every wi(h of agreement or connecSlion altogether out of 

» the queftion. Thefe were a few of the jcifcumftances 
which at prefent prefied on his mind the abfpjute neceffity 
of a folemn paufe. This queftion itfelf was a queftion of 
(b^ iaft import^n^e, when ftated in an abftra£t and general 

V 2 point 
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point of view. He was, however, happy to find that the 
particular fpecies of fuppljr now moved was not immediate- 
ly indifpenfable, and that no material difadvantage codJ 
poffibly happen, at leaft for the very (hort fpace to whici) 
he wifhed the Houfe to adjourn. He fliuddered to debate 4 
propofition of fuch magnitude. ** Tempus inane petofpatium 
requiemque furoriy He wifhed only for fuch a paufe as 
would allow gentlemen time to re-confider all th* ftcjw 
which had yet been taken, or might be farther neceffary to 
put a proper period to the conteft which had unhappily fd 
long interrupted the bufinefs of the public. H^ coiiclud^ 
with fhortly moving for the adjournment, 
Vr.Fowyt. Mr, Powys faid that the motion of the right honoyrable 
gentleman was the only proper courfe to be purfued in th^ 
prefent circumftances of the country. It was the mqderate 
courfe ; for he confeffed that he dreaded to come to the do! 
cifion on the queftion of fupplies. If the Houfe muft be 
called to that queftion, if they were yet to come to ifluc on 
the point, he trufted he (hould have conftancy of mind to 
iheet it •, but he ftill perfevered in imploring gentlemen to 
•withhold from the alarming extremity, yet to, moderate their 
temper, and to confider that while this dreadful paufe exifte4 
the affairs of their country were running into wafte. He 
muft, he faid, give his concurrence to the motion which 
had beeii made, as the only means of yet giving us a breathe*? 
ing time, in the profpeft that a compromife might yet be 
brought about j and he confefied that he thought a coni'* 
promife might yet take place. It was true that the anfwer 
which they had received from the Crown put tl^e Houfe 
into a very delicate fituation. That Houfe muft fupport 
their refolutions, They muft not, for the fake of any fet 
of men, the Minifters of the day, facrifice their charader, 
their duty, their office in the conftitution. But they might 
take a gentle courfe in purfuing the means which were rtc- 
ceflary to their prefervation ; the anfwer of the Crown could. 
not pafs without a notice. — [Mr. Powys was given to -un- 
derftand, by figns and in whifpers, that the Houfe had not 
received any direfl: anfwer from the Crown.] — He faid that 
they had unqueftionably received an intimation of the will 
of the Crown on the fubjeft of their refolutions. The Mi- 
nifters were not changed, nor had they refigned. Wak 
this an anfwer that either did or could fatisfy the Houfe ? 
IVIuft not the Houfe take feme farther ftep on the occafion ? 
He knew it was the fenfc o^ the Houfe that they fliould dq 
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. fb, ;lnd he wiflicd to propofc a moderate courfe. It was, 
that they fliould either prefent an addrefs, or pafs a refolu- 
tion, declaring that they had the confidence that His Ma^ 
tcftir would yet take meafures which Khould give effeft td 
their refolutions. By this propofition, which, if he found 
fhat it met the fenfe of the fJoufe, he faid he ftiould move, 
he trufted the end which they had in view would be an- 

: i^«rcrcd. His Majefty would have opportunity to re-confi- 

■ fler the refolutions, and they would not come fo readily to 
the alarming queftiort, which muft be the refult if no othet 

, $itifwer was given. In the mean time he faid the right ho- 
faourable gentleman had great merit in his moderation. He 
had propofed an adjournment, by which Minifters were yet 
Enabled to fhew that they were adluated by better motives 

. than the mere luft of power. Of Mr, Pitt he ftill profeffed 
he had the higheft notion, and he confided in his patriotifm, 
tod in the integrity which he had always fliewn, that he 
Would yet delibertitcly confider the merits of his (ituation, 
and yield to the prefling calls of his country. It was the 

^ faying of a diftinguilhed writer, that there were fome men 
Wnofe abilities were born with them ; fome men who achicv- 
td abililics ; and a third fet, upon whom abilities were thruft. 
TThefe, the writer faid, were the three orders of able men ; 
tod all thefe three diftinftions of ability met and were 
cOYhbined in Mr. Pitt. He had the higheft opinion of him, 

• tod, in taking the part which he did on the prefent occafion, 
he by no means intended oppofition perfonally to him. He 
had confidence in Mr. Fox and his friends, that they had 
fair and honourable dcfigns in the propofition which had 
hecn fubpiitted to both parties of an union. In dcfirin^ 
him to refign before they could negociate, he might be a£ 
fufed that they did not mean to trick him. The whole 
i:oantry would be pledges to him of his fecurity, for the 
country would not bear to fee a Miniftry formed without 
him. His Majefty's anfwer undoubtedly did not fatisfy 
their wifhes j but fo far as it went it merited their thanks : 
hut the only real anfwer that they yet had to their refolu- 
tions, was the feeing the right honourable gentleman in his 
feat on the Treafury Bench. He trufted he would be abl6 
lo give a better account of the matter than that he retained 
his office againft the coUeftive wifdom of the Houfe, and 

^ that he a^ed in a capacity prefcribed by the refolutions of 
the Houfe. So far as thefe refolutions were injurious to 
their country, let the majority who put them upon the 

Journals 
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Journals be accountable : but fince they were, he held tlut 
the Houfe were bound to fee them carried into effe£b. Be* 
fore he fat down he faid he muft take notice of 'a circunn 
ftance which he had heard, and which he thought oi fuit 
cient authority to warrant him in putting a queftion to the 
right honourable gentleman. It was rumoured, he fai(i| 
that His Majefty had, with the moft paternal attention ts 
the wifhes and opinions of that Houfe, propofed a meafnie 
for effeftually anfwering their refolutions, by the formatioi 
of .a new Miniftry ; he begged the right honourable gentle* 
man to fay whether' this was fo or not, and what wastbc 
reafon that His Majefty's paternal wifhes had been fni{> 
trated. 
Sir William Sir fViUiam Lemon faid, that he wifhed not for any unioo 
^i'^'ooa, on the principles now held forth. The Minifter had made 
every concefFion which his perfonal honour and official fitB* 
ation could permit him to make ; and as thefc two muft 
live or die, or ftand and fall together, he was in hopes hc 
would not ftoop to any improper negociation. He had ne- 
ver liked the refolutions of the Houfe : he thought tl^em ar- 
bitrary, violent, and perfonal. Many allufions had bees 
made to the unfortunate reign of Charles the Firft, when* 
the Houfe of Commons had fwallowed up all the otbcF 
branches of the Legiflature. But he begged gentlemen 
would recoUeft that then the people and their reprefenta- 
tives were unanimous. The right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) oppofite to him feemed abundantly fen Cblc that 
this was not the cafe ; for the public were all in a ferment 
againfl: the former Miniiters, and unanimous for the prefcnt. 
For this reafon, inftances drawn from that unhappy .period 
were by no means applicable to the prefent. He was glad 
the Minifter had difcovered fo much refolution in fo good a 
caufe ; and he hoped he would perfevere, as the natldnal 
credit depended on that circumftance, more perhaps ttan 
the Houfe in general would be willing to allow. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt was happy to give way to any 
eellwi'iti. honourable gentleman, apxious to hear what their fenti* 
ments on fo important a point were. At the fame time hc 
would be thought naturally called upon to fay a few words 
on the very extraordinary fpeech which had been juft dcfc 
vcrcd by the right honourable gentleman oppofite to hinu 
A great part of what had been faid was evidently founded » 
in a mifconception of what he had ftated previous to th^ 
debate. He was in the recolleftion of the Houfe, but he 
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(irould appeal to all who heard him, whether he had ftated 
Si^hat he faid as a meflage from His Majefly. The truth 
^^Nras, that he had not fignified any immediate communica- 
l|3on with the Throne on the fubjeft ; and in order to put 
c matter out of doubt, he would repeat his words, and 
lye the Houfe to judge of their 'accuracy : ** That His 
ajefty had not thought proper to difmifs his Minifters 
obedience to the refolutions of the Houfe, and that his 
inifters had not refigned." This declaration he ftockl 
ilcdged to make previous to the prefent difcufEon, and 
:liought it his duty to ftate what he had done ; but he little 
iprehended fuch a ufe could have been made of it. He 
tad meant it only as an intimation of the prefent fituation 
T Miniftry, that they were precifely in the fame predica- 
ent that had produced the refolutions which had been 
[fibmitted to the confideration of His Majefty. The right 
ionourable gentleman, however, had, with his ufual elo- 
[uence and ingenuity, laboured this as a dire£): anfwer 
)m the Throne. He, for his own part, wifhed as much 
bring the queftion to an iflue as the right honourable gen- 
ileman affe£ted to dread it. An attempt was made to co- 
lour the putting off the fupplies, as if it was only the paufe 
p[ sr moment, and that this paufe was occafioned by a cir- 
^bumftance which the Houfe had not forefeen, and which 
|rput the Houfe, the country, 'and every thing in quite a 
^■uew Ctuation. Allowing ail this to be true, which he 
I would not allow but for the fake of argument, how could 
I'ittcfa an explanation of things put a difpute on fads which 
[T the leaft difcerning might fee through ? The fupplies were 
t to all intents and purpofes flopped. The right honourable 
I gentleman afFefts to call it pgftponing, but he trufted the 
fj people of this country would fee that the trick attempted 
j to be put upon them and on this Houfe, ^was too (hallow, to 
h have eflFeft. It could not, he was well perfuaded, fucceed 
I .againft the good fenfe of the people of this country. But 
^ why would not gentlemen come openly and plainly for- 
? ward ? He was fure no man would doubt that he allowed 
: the right to the Houfe of Commons, of withholding the 
I fupplies, whenever the circumftances of ihe cafe would^^ 
[ juftify fuch a meafure; but he was in hopes no man would 
^ fay the prefent was a crifis of that kind. The right honoura- 
■ We gentleman, confcious of the faft, was very prudently and 
confidently averfe tp pufh the queftion. It was then only 
that his Majefty's Minifters could be fully inveftigated. 
» It 
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It was on this ground, and for this end, he would urge tk 
going into that queftlon ; and he challenged thofe ontk 
other fide to meet it fairly, openly, without difguife or fflk 
terfuge, like men. For in this difcuflion, the different iMi 
tiwes of the contending parties would be obvious ; and k 
would fay with the utmofl confidence and fincerity, thlt 
it was a decition he could urge, for which he was anxbu^ 
as he knew from the temper and principles of the Houfc^ 
they would be (hy indeed, in the prefent ftate of the cooi* 
try, to withhold thofe fupplies on which the harmony and 
energy of Government depended, and for which the na- 
tional faitb was pledged. 

Many of the right honourable gentleman's argucoents ba^ 
been addrefied perfonally to him, but with what proprietf 
gentlemen of feeling and delicacy would judge. There wew 
points in perfonal honour which no man of fpirit could ht 
any ohjeft whatever forego ; and whatever were his connec* 
tions or attachments, he hoped never to forfeit fediog% 
without which he could not retain confidently any opinioi 
<of himfelf. He would therefore declare once for all, that he 
ponfidered his perfonal honour deeply and infeparably a»r 
jcerned in the prefent fituation which he held ; and that he 
would not on any account, or by any means, firft refign, aod 
then ftoop to negociate ; that was, leave his place in order 
to make part of a new Adminiftration, What ! would he 
tell the world by fuch a flep as this, that he was capable of 
facrificmg any thing to the love of fituation ? No. It did 
not become him to trifle in this manner either with his own 
charader, or His Majefty's confidence. But at prefent he 
held a conneilion with perfons who contaminated hiai. 
Would this be any where elfe believed? And what was the 
meaning of all thofe perfonalities fo repeatedly pointed to 
him, but that he fhould relinquifli one fet of men in whom 
he trufted, and knew he could truft with fafety, to ;inother; 
that he (hould begin to ferve his country by doing a private 
injury to thofe whom he could not but regard with adroin- 
tion ; that he fhould be obliged for a paltry ihare in office to 
facrifice his perfonal feelings, and treat thofe with whom be 
had been long in habits of intimacy and efteem with a ncg- 
le<Sfc which bordered on perfidy. He was convinc^ die 
Houfe, the public, thofe who knew him at leaft, did not ex- 
peft him capable of purchafing the honour of oflSce at (6 
dear a rate. Thefe were his ultimate fentiments on a fub- 
je£l about which he had been much prelled, and he hoped 
they would be confidered as final. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cbancittnr Pitt had novfr fat down, biit as LdrdI North Mr. Chini 
liad juft rofe to fpeak, Mr, Chancellor Pitt begged to be "^^°' ***"• 
beard on a point which had efcaped him. It was certainly 
true, ind he was happy to hare been rertiinded of it^ that 
his Majetly had been induced, olit of his paternal regard 
for his people, to propofe another Adminiftration; But the 
lioble Duke to whom application for that purpofe had beeii 
made, put a very fummary period to the bulinefs. A perfonal 
conference had been defircd, which however could not, it 
feems, take place till Minifters refigned their (ituations; and 
it was tno: cover to he a condition in this formation, that the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) wai to have the fole 
nomination of the new arrangement. He had to regret 
that His Majefty's endeavours did not meet with moit 
Aiccefs. 

Mr. Fox ftated the propofition made to his Grace the |ij,^ f^ 
Duke bf Portland, as hinging entirely on the Houfe of 
Commons. This Was a circumftancc which his Grace wad 
not by any means difpofed to give upj and therefore every 
proportion to that purpofe would be nugatory^ while thiii 
fliaterial and eflfential preliminary was not adjufted. 

Mr, U;^mber Gafcoigne here called Mr^ Fox to order, and 
did he rofe only to explain, whereas he had gone into acl 
anfwer. 

The Speaker then owned, that he had inadvertantly fufier- Tkt SpM- 
ed the right honourable gentleman to encroach on the order 1^'* 
of the Houfe from the material information which he was 
cxpcded to give on a point of fo much iniportailce. 

Mr. Fox then rofe again, and after infilling that b<? 
was perfectly in order, refumed the fubdance of what ho 
fiiid above. 

Ml*. Powys rofe to explain — He faid it had beeii thrown Mr; P«ir| 
out by a right honourable gentleman (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) that there was an intention to miflead the Houfe 
by the prefent amendment. Members had been cautioned 
-sigainft thofe mafks and difguifes under which a point 
of the laft importance was covered. He wodld fpeak hii 
mind freely on thefe points. He was the dupe of no mati^t . 
politics) neither did he believe that there was any intention 
ifl any perfon to miflead or blind ther Houfe; He hated ever/ 
fpecies of fophiftry, and fpoke always what he nieant, and 
meant what he fpoke. Such VTZ%, the general tenor of hii 
principles and of his condud. It had been alTerted, that 
there was a wifh in fome perfons to Withdraw the confidenea 
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of the public from Minifters — This was never his wifh— 
He had again and again exprefl'ed his high veneration for 
^ many of them ; but amidll all the refped and elleem he 
entertained for them, he ftill entertained a higher tc{pe& 
for the Conftitution. ^e would ftill alk, whether there 
was not a mifunderftanding between a majority of the Houfe 
and Minifters ? This was the point on which the queftion 
hinged, and till this was decided by the refignation of Mi- 
nifters, he thought it would be improper to. proceed to an 
immediate grant of fupply. He therefore would move, 
*' that the H^ufe adjourn the farther difcuiSon of the 
queftion to Friday." 
, North, Lord North rofe only to put the honourable mennbcr in 
mind, that the words of his motion were nearly, if not al- 
together, the fame with thofe which had been originally »pro- 
pofed in the motion of his honourable friend— to this Mr. 
Powys agreeing, f^ 

e Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe to explain ^hat he 
\t^tt ^^^ originally ftated to the Houfe — He had not long fat 
• equcr. ^^^^ before he had found his words and fcntiments mifun-' 
derftood and mifapplied. He had delivered no opinion from 
His Majefty; what, he had ftated was fimply this, ** that 
His Majefty having taken into consideration the refolutions 
of the Houfe of Commons, had found no reafon for dif- 
mifling his Minifters, and that they had not refigned.'* 
This was what he had ftated to the Houfe, and which, by 
varoius comments and different accommodations, had been 
mif-ftated and mifapplied. It had been thrown out that thefc 
gracious confiderations of His Majefty were the objeds 
of an addrefs to the Throne. He however thought that 
the heft mode of exprefling the gratitude of the Houfe for 
His Majefty's gracious consideration of their refoutions, was 
by granting the fupplies. 
t. t^orth. Lord North rofe up to give his fentiments on the prefent 
afpeft of affairs. He could not confider them butin the 
moft ferious light. The conteft feemed now to reft prc- 
cifely on this point, whether the exiftence of this Houfe 
was to be continued or not. This queftion, fo interefting 
in its nature, had been denominated a Parliamentary punc- 
tilio. But in what did this punftilio reft ? Did it owe its 
exiftence to a 'conftitutional collifion of principles, or to 
the obftinate pride of the right honourable gentleman now 
at the head of Adminiftration ? He for his own part was 
rather inclined to attribute this circumftance to fome fuch 
2 caufe 
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■ caufe as he had laft defcribed ; and to what other could he 
attribute it ? Had not every method which invention could 
fugged been praftifed for the purpofes of union ; but had 
not all been unfuccefsful ? He, for his own (hare, was fo 
much' imprefled with the awfuhiefs of the crifis, that he 

^ "was ftill ready to avow the Itrongeft inclination to facrificc 
' every thing, to introduce and eftablifli union. On this 
- point he had formerly given his fentiments. To thefe fen- 
]» timents he now adhered. He again avowed them, and he 
hoped gentlemen would at leaft give him credit, when he 
, affirmed, that no motive would ever induce him to obtrude 
rhimfelf in office, or to throw an obftruftion in the way 
; of producing that union between parties which was fo ar- 
i dcntly defired. What then could be the reafon for Minif- 
\ ters retaining their places, contrary td the opinion, and in 
^_ defiance of the lefolutions of the Houfe? All their objec- 

* tions had been obviated. The India bill, that monfter 
. wTiich they had conjured up, was to be fhaped to their own 

liking, at leaft its moft exceptionable claufes were to be 
placed under proper reftridlions. India was therefore out 

■ of the way. He himfelf was out of the way. On what 
ground then, on what plaufible pretexts could Minifters 
either reft their claim to office, or ihclter themfelves in the 
retention of their places? He was happy to find that all 
their oftenfible reafons were now removed, and they were 
driven to the laft ftiift, that of aflerting, that their remain- 
ing in office was now no point of public concern, but a duty 
which they owed themfelves. A right honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer) has declared, that 
he muft be driven from his fituation — that he ffiould con- 
taminate himfelf by yielding to the fentiments of the Houfe. 

• But how can he fupport fuch fentiments? Is his fubmitting 
himfelf to the dccifion of this Houfe a circupiftance of con- 

, tamination or repx'oach ? In the fituation in which he him- 
felf had been placed fome years ago, he yielded tothe fen- 
timents of the Houfe J but did this conceffion of fentiment 
imply guilt, or criminate him either perfonally or publicly ? 
Quite the reverfe — In his condudt on that occafion he had 
omy a£ted as it became every Minifter to do — He had 
yielded to the fenfe of Parliament, apd of the Houfe of 
Commons, a duty which he (hould always reckon himfelf 
t>ound to fulfil. Much had been faid of the intemperate 
language and intemperate procedure of oppofition. But 

Hz how 
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how could fuch aflertions be fupported ? Had they not 
conduced tbemfelves with the utmoft deference to M>r 
jcfty and the dignity of that Houfe ? Yet their moderadoa 
was denominated violence, and the temper of their conda& 
rafhnefs and precipitation. But had fuch aflertions any 
foundation, or were they admiffxble in propriety of brn- 
guage? If words were not altered, if they bad not ceafod 
to be the vera vocabula return, they could not be applied. 
The right honourable gentleman now challenges the dcci- 
Con of the Houfe on the fupplies. He wiflics to liften t^ 
the opinion of Parliament. Theft condefcenfiont gave bin) 
inuch fatisfadion. He was happy to find that the right 
honourable gentleman fhewed any difpofition whatever te 
attend to the fentiments and deciiions of the Houfe. Thii 
was furely a revolution both of principle and condu£i in 
him, and totally diiFcrent from what in former inftanccf 
he bad avowed and praftifed. Before he fat down he wouU 
advert to one circumilancc refpefting what the right ho- 
^lourable gentleman had ftated in regard to the reGgnatio9 
of Miniflers, He had obferved that right honourable gefli 
tleman fometimes inaccurate and inarticulate on particular 
points which did not juft anfwer his purpofe. He fliouU 
therefore be glad to know whether the right honourable 
gentleman had faid that Miniders had not refigned, or thai 
they had not yet refigned. The monofyllable yet, in tbif 
inllance, which, perhaps, by a fraud of inarticulationt tho 
right honourable gentleman might have fmuggled, was of 
the utmoft importance to be known. Much had been (aid 
of the popularity of the prcfcnt Adminiftration— From 
whaf fources did the Minifter borrow fuch fentiments, and 
fucb noftrums ? Was it from thofe that fat round him? or 
was it from the tumultuary meeting which had been held 
laft Saturday in Weftminfter Hall ? He was convinced that 
on the compl]e£lion of that meeting it was extremely diffi- 
(Cult to decide .7— One defcription of citizens had cned oat 
No. coalition! Anpther had called out Noback-ftairs influ^ 
ence ! but which pf thefe popular clamours had predpooir 
liatcd, depended pn the utmoft nicety of ear to determiiiei 
Thefe vociferations of the multitude, befidc^, were notal? 
together the refqlt of the difpaflionate decifion of the Qtir 
acns of Weftminfter, j^ut owed their origin, as he bad learn* 
ed, V4:ry much to the nervous, impaflTionate gefticulatioSi 
and fonorous eloquence of one noble Lord, and to the vcrf 
^ifinterefted el6(][uence of another (Lord Mountmorris) 
^ wboi 
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& "Who, to be fure, was not bJafled by Britifh property, who had 
F cxpofed himfelf in his voyage to this kingdom, to the perils 
i; of the feas, who profefied himfelf a citizen of the wor)4f al| 
f - advocate for the univerfal rights of mankind ; who had aban* 
& 4oned his own country ; who had even left its freedom at 
r4 bazard for the purpoJe that he might devote his endeavourf 
I": to the interefts and falvatlon of this nation. From the in-p 
If ^uence of fuch characters on the minds of the people of this 
|, ^untry, there was no reafoning, nor were thefe the proper 
r ieft of popular approbation. 1 he noble Lord again lamented 
If he circumftances of the prefent crifis, in which the two 
[i. powers of the country were drawn to extremes. He hoped 
\[ this calamitous dtuation would be averted, if poi&ble, and 
that the right honourable gentleman would think of making 
ibme iacrihce of his mighty dignity. It was a cruel circum- 
'Aance for the Houfe to be compelled to come to a refolution 
derogatory of the prerogatives of a Monarch, who had fo 
[ frequently expreiled his predileiStion in favour of its dignity, 
hs honour, and its privileges. 



Mr. Brooke fVatfon faid as reference had been made to the Mr.9rook« 
Sentiments of the people out of doors, refpefting the popula- Waifoa. 
l-ity of RJinifters, he would ftate to ^he Houfe the opinion, 
'though not of the body, yet of a confiderable body of the 
oeople on that fubje£t. it was that of the citizens of Lon- 
don aflembled in Guildhall laft week. At that meeting, they 
had given an explicit fentiment in favour of Adminiilration. 
He dwelt on the hazards ariCng from poftponing public bull* 
nefs as connedted with public bankruptcy. He faid that the 
paeeting which had given its fentiment s refpedling Miniftry, 
was not aflembled improperly, was not tumultuary; there 
was no huftling or joilling there, but all was decency and 
nefped. 

The Solicitor General exprefled his furprife that a noble Lord ^q^^JJ 

iLord North) who had exprefled in his fpeech his appr.ehen- 
lon, with refpedl to the prefent crifis, ihould at the fame 
time, and during the progrefs of his fpeech, have fliewn fo 
ipuch levity, and indulged fo much humour. Thefe were 
contrarieties of manner which he could not eafily reconcile. 
He then combated an idea, which he Hated had been thrown 
pvit by Mr. Fox, that a cafe iimilar to the prefent, in which 
Majefty had refufed to attend to the voice of the Houfe of 
Gommonsi and the Houfe of Commons had on that account 
^[tftifed to grant him fupplies, had occurred fince the time of 
tiie Revolution. Here he was reminded by a general cry oi 
tbi Hauii(> thajt Mr, Fox had reftri£ted his period to that of 

the 
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the acceflion of his prefent Majeft^f. He aflSrmed, however/ 
that Mr, Fox had confined himfelt* to the aera of the Rovoi 
lution, and he was of courfc entitled to reafon on that point; 
He would ftate, in oppofition to this mode of reafoning^ r 
cafe diredliy in point. On the 13th of May, 1701, tta' 
Houfe of Confimons, after various refolutions, at latt agreei 
to addrefs his Majelly to remove for ever from his preieno^ 
Lord Somers, Lord Orford, and the Earl of Portland.— 
After doing this, however, did they fufpend the fupph'estill 
fuch time as his Majefly's inclination was known ? No» for the 
yery next day, on the 14th of May, they voted a fupply 1^ 
guards arvd garrifons, which was nearly the fame thing with 
an ordnance eftimate. He adverted to tl>e precipitancy of 
the manner in which the refolut ions had been pafled, and ^ 
contrafted that circumftance with the affe£ked moderation of J: 
the prefent motion. He faid, teft in office had been caUed \ 
for from Minifters. The Houfe would not allow them 
to give evidence of their ability and characSler. It iniGfts 00 j 
the Minifier's retiring, and by fuch a refignation declaring*] 
bimfelf guilty* He expatiated on the popular qualities « ^ 
the Miniffer, and declared, that he was the Minifter of .the * 
people. He reafoned on the late addreffes which bad been. * 
prefented tp the Throne, and infifled, with riiany fignifi- 
cant nods, that they were not the efFe6ts of impofture. '^ 

Sr Wm. Sij. ffuiiam Dolben faid the motion and the whole of the 
late conduct and proceedings of the Houfe tended to :!ibridge 
the prerogative of the Crown, and to leave nothing but the 
fhadow of prerogative. That which would be left would re- '] 
femble Sancho's feaft of prerogatives, where he muft not '[ 
touch one of them. He objefted to all this violence there- ' 
fore, and hoped he ihould fee the Houfe return again to mo- ■ 
deration and their temper. 

Lord Delaval, Mr. Gilbert, Lord George CavendiQi, and , 
one or two other members fpoke ; but the queftfon was fo 
loudly called for, the Houfe divided. Ayes, 2q8 ; N0C8, ■ 
196. Majority for the adjournment, 12. 

It was agreed to poftpone the motion till next.day, 

February ig. 

Mr.Ptwys. 'Mx.Powys requefied the Houfe would indulge, him widi 
a moment's attention, while he fliould fay a few words in- 
vindication of his charader /which, in common with the reft 
of thofe members who compofed the majority laft nightt 
bad been improperly attacked by the Chancellor of the Efr 

ch^uer^ 
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r, a little before the Houfe adjourned r That right ho* 
le gentleman hfcribed motives to the majority on the 
ht's divifion, which He could venture to declare did 
uate his conduct. The right honourable gentleman 
1 the majority with having refufed the fupply ; but iie 
as roundly ailert, that the majority did not refuCe the 
He could fpeak heft for himfelf ; and for one, he 
the Houfe, th:{t when he voted laft night againft the 
for bringing up the report from the Committee of 
, nothirig could be farther from his intention than to 
he fupply ; his only motive, and that he believed of 
ole majority, was merely to delay the cbnfideration of 
il the Houfe fhould have time to take fome ])revious 
which the exigencies of the times required : and in or- 
:onvince. the right honourable gentleman that this was 
rive, he would to-morrow prove to him, by voting for 
iply, that he did not mean ultimately to refufe it: at 
nc time, however, he thought it proper to fay, that 
e of fupply ought to he preceded by fome fuch refo- 
as he propofed laft night; and therefore he would en- 
r to new model it in fuch a way as to remove any 
lity, to which it appeared liable in the opinion of fome 
tien laft night ; and having fo given notice, he faid, he 
move it Xo-morrow before the Houfe ihould proceed • 
: the fupply. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that as he did not Th* Cha«- 
o anticipate the debate upon the motion, of which the ^^^^^ *** ^ 
able gentleman had juft given notice, he would not * * 

f thing at prefent on the fubjeft. He agreed with the 
able member, that the moft effeftual mode by which 
id convince him and the public that by his vote of laft 
!ie did not intend to refufe the fupply ultimately, 
be to grant it to-morrow. When that event fhould 
ken place, he would then retraft the opfnion he de- 
laft night, that the intention of the majority was to 
he fupply. 

Fox faid, that when the right honourable gentleman Mr. Ff <• 
eafed to fay that the majority of the Houie, on laft 
djviiion, meant wholly to refufe the fupply, he did fo ' 
ft Oppofition to the declaration of every man who 
3n the queftion, which was carried by the majority ; 
y one and all declared, that they had not the leaft in- 
i to withhold the fupply; but tliat they thought itne- 
to paufe a while, in order to confider what meafures 
to be taken in fo new and extraordinary a fituation of 
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affairs : he thought then, and he thought fo ftill, that Ai 
fupply ought not to be withheld ; but he tliought alfo thati 
ought not to be voted unconditionally. Some meafure oo^ 
neceffarily to be adopted ; fuch, for inftance, as that whKk 
had been alluded to by the lionourable gentleman who fpoki 
laft but one; upon the fuccefs of fome fuch meafure he ml 
ready to vote the fupply, relying, with the utmoft cont 
dence^ that His Majefty would attend to the voice of hil 
&ithful Commons, and gratify thofe wifhes with which their 
anxiety for the Conftitution infpired them. 
TheChao' The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he would not enter in(0 
ccliorofthe any compromife ; he would not ftipulate any condition fortta 
Exchequer, puffing of ^he fupply. When any propofition ftiould befdk 
mitted to the Houfe, it would be for the Houfe to difpoleot 
it as they fhould think proper ; but he would never make I 
compromife on the fubjedl, 
Mr.Fov. Mr. Fox replied, that he wanted no compromife; batb 
defired the right honourable gentleman would recolle£l, dui 
be (Mr. Fox) was not pledged to vote for the fupply; hs 
thought it ought to he voted *, but at the fame time hK 
thought the vote ought to be preceded with feme odier^ 
without which he was of opinion the fupply ought ftill ttf bi 
poftponed a little longer ; and the more fo, as this particobf 
fupply was not in its nature very preffing. 
The Hon. The Hon. Charles Marjham declared, that in. voting laft 
c. Mar- night for poftponing the fupply, he never entertained an ida 
of refufmg it entirely ; and therefore he felc himfelf not % 
little hurt by/ finding that the Chancellor of the ^chequer 
afcribed to him, and to the other very refpe(3:able and imb' J 
pendent gentlemen who compofed the majority on the quef" 
tion of laft night, motives which they never felt. The v^ 
honourable gentleman faid, the majority meant wholly ^ 
withhold the fupply — with refpe£k to him, the charge Wl 
not fupported even by the fhadow of truth ; for he dedanl 
laft nighty and he now repeated it, that he meant onWtt 
poftpone the vote, until the Houfe fhould have confident 
what previous ftep ought to be adopted. He therefore t^^ 
vifed the right honourable Chmcellor of the Exchequer, not 
~*to take up flightly, opinions that were injurious to die d* 
rafters of men who refpedled their chara£lers. For hit o^i 
part, he did not think he ought to confider himfelf in > 
better light than that of a Frenchman, who met in anafleo' 
bly with others, to regifter the edidls of a Sovereign or bii 
Minifter, fince he was not to dare to exercife his freedom rf 
afting, without bringing down upon himfelf the moft ill' 

groondi' 
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grounded charges from the Minifter of the CrowHj which 
would make him appear in an odious point of view, as if he 
fcad refufed the fuppljr. The right honourable gentleman 
ought to recolledl, that when he threw out fuch refledkions • 
a|;ainft members, he muft not expe6l to be looked upon in 
ihis privajte capacity of a member of that Houfe, but as his 
Majefty*s Mimiler, whofe menaces are injurious to the caufe 
: of liberty and the^fteedom of debate. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he did not take The Chan- 
ti{) his opinion lightly; he thought laft night, and he thought ceiiorof the 
\ fo ftill, that to pafs fuch a vote as the Houfe paffed laft night, ^^«H«cr. 
\ was, under all circumftances, tantamount to a refufal of the 
; fupply; and it was not upon flight grounds he formed that 
•' Opinion ; and furcly he had a right to.deliverthofefentiments 
f Which occurred to him on a tranfa£tion in Parliament,'with- 
/out riving the honourable member any reafon to think himfelf 
' jn tnat aSembly for the fole purpofe of regiftering edidls of 
:.' Kings or Minifters. 

^ Mr, Fox with fome warmth charged Mr. Pitt with having Mr. Fox, 
JDhewn the moft fovereign contempt for the Conftitution, and 
*' with having arrogantly and infultingly trifled with the opinion 
i>f the Houfe : in defiance of which he had dared to give fuch 
unconftitutional advice to his Majefty; as made him give fuch 
an anfwer to his Commons as none of his race ever gave 
\ before. 

' Mr- fVilberforce declared, that to Htm the vote of laft night Mr.Wilber. 
;^^ appeared in no other light, than in that of an attempt wholly ^°'"* 
to refufe the fupply, and by that idea he bad been guided in 
the vote he gave. 

Mr. Honeywood faid, that when he voted for poftponing Mr.Honey- 
the fupply, he never dreamt of withholding it entirely ; he wockU 
iooked only for a fhort delay, until the Houfe fhould have 
P time to confider what ought to be done in fo critical a fitua- 
|;tiort of afiFairs as the prefent. 

¥\ Mr. Pmuys hoped his charafter was fo well known 'that it Mr. v^yiyt. 
'CWas not neceflfary for him to declare, that whatever he 
[y^ thpught, he dared to fay, and whatever he faid he dared to 
^ think ; and therefore he flattered himfelf that it was not ne- 
\^ cefl&ry for him to aflTure the Houfe, that when he faid he 
?'* taeant only to delay, not to refufe the fupply, he meant what 
S. lie faid. If he wiflied not to poftpone merely, he would 
r.^ have done like a noble Lord (Lord Camelford) who a few 
L> years ago, diftind^ly and avowedly moved, that no fupply 
' ihould be granted. 
^- V0L.XIIL T , The 
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The Cliancellor of the Exchequei* warned the Houfc to 
beware of the confuCon into which the nation would k 
plunged if the fupplies fhould be withheld. 
Mr. For, Mr. Fox faid, the confufion could be created only by the 

right honourable geiitleman, by his obftinately refolving tp 
remain in office. vVhen Lord Camelford moved that thjj 
fupplies be wholly denied, he by no means intended to create 
confufion ; but he had fo high an opinion of the patriotifin 
of the noble Lord in the blue ribband, of whom in other rc- 
fpedls he thought very ill, that he knew the noble Lord woulij 
not throw the nation into confufion by flaying in ofEce» after 
the fupplies fliould have been refufed ; but that he would 
have immediately quitted his fituation and in a miiiute all 
would be peace again. It would be jult fo with the right 
honourable gentleman. Confufion could be created orilyT)y 
his remaining in office; and the moment he (hould retire fronj 
it, all would be harmony again. He concluded by moviqj^ 
-*' that the fitting on the ftate of the nation be ^djouVned to 
Monday," on which day an anfwer might be expeSed to thf 
addrefs, which he hoped the Houfe would vote to-naorrow, 

A few words pafTed between Mr. Rolle and Mr. Erfl^ine^ 
on an expreffion imputed to the latter in a former debate — 
After fome converfation the motion pafled, 

February 20. 

Soon after four o'clock the Speaker took, tl>^ ch^V,^ and 

Mr.Powyt. calling on Mr. Powys, that honourable member flood i|p ai^l 

faid, that he had to beg the indulgence of thp Hoi^ffi t^a 

motion which he had already intimated, but imperfc4Uy. He 

was however now fully prepared to flate it a^ diffaoiaiy a| 

he had conceived it. The grounds, the objects, andtbee&£U 

of fuch a propofition as he now thought pioper to mentJoOf 

claimed the attention of the Houfe. • The prefTure of puhUc 

calamity and embarraflinent, pointed to the motipa he 

would fuggeft. He only begged he might have leav^.tp put 

what conftrudion upon his own. words and sl6X& he heft knew 

^ fuited the intentions and principles that gave rife tx>.the3a 

He came forward with the motion he was now to n^via^^fpom 

a conviftion that the Conftitution was in dang^^. Tbii 

was the idea which prefled upon his mind, and to which b^ 

owed his prefent feelings; and this, as well as every- other 

* ftep he fliould tajce, life vvould diredl to the prefervatiQO (rf 

the dignity, the honour, the utility of the Houfe of don^ition|p 

. . No man, when the right honourable gentlemaa^ flated the 

anfwer 
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anfwer of the Crown-to thcrefolutions of the Honfe, who 
thought with him but were of opinion, that fome ftep ought 
undoubtedly to be taken previous to flopping the fupplies,. 
Then what was the meafure rtioft eligible on that occafion ; 
and which, . while the Minifter retains his Ctuation without 
efFefl:, the houfe was in fome degree bound to adopt. Sup- 
pofing the fupplies had preceded this motion, what would 
have been the conftrudlion of that condu6l ? " You vvere 
told that his Majefty hj^d not, after taking your refolutions 
into his moft ferious confideration, thought proper to difmifs 
his Minifters, and that his Minifters had not refigned." You, 
notwithftanding this intimation, voted the fupplies. Was 
not that a moft perfeft and implicit acquiefence with a rejec- 
tion of your own refolutions, and confeqiiently ofthehonour 
. of the Houfe, fo far as it is connefted mth thefe refolutions ^ 
In what fituation then can you ever be which can juftify 
your demurring when this did not ? The only reafon there- 
fore which exiited againft this laft deed, this ultimate refource 
oifthe Houfe, was their confidence in the paternal care of 
Majefty, who felt for the public, and would undoubtedly 
riot bis wanting to relieve them. He was not one of thofe 
iVho dared conftrue his M.ijefty's demurring on the prefent 
delicate queftion, as a negative to the opinion thus folemnly 
IlAted and refpeftfull y announced. He would not fuffer him- 
felf to put fuch a fenie on the Royal conddft, whatever might 
b6 the reafon for the prefent apparent indecifion in Admini- 
i^ration, he was perfuaded that on reconfidering their fitpa- 
tion, they could not refift the ftrong and emphatical wiflies 
of this Houfe for their removal. This brought him to confi- 
der the effects of his motion — He did not mean it Ihould 
produce the ignominy or degradation of the right honourable 
gentleman. That it fliould put an end to his prefent fitua- 
tion; as inimical to the honour of Parliament, and the pro- 
frefs of public bufincfs, he fincerely and heartily wifhed. 
Ittt he could fee a very ftrong diftindlion between perfonal 
honour arifing from the difcharge of public duty, and that 
l^des of honour connefted with fuch a fituation as proved a 
Bar to it. He hoped the right honourable gentleman would con* 
fider again and again before.he finally determined on perfifting 
ift ah opinion fo diametrkally oppofite to that of the Houfe 
of Comniotis. What were the fupports to which he looked 
for ctoUhtenance and efficiency? The confidence of the Houfe 
of Lords was one. But how is that fupport announced ? Their 
j^refs had not^ in his opinion one word diredtiy in his fa- 

Y a. , vouf 
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r/^-wftr. 11: ' '-', ::it i.xt.1. i- -r-^i: rri'irxi*? "Wzydad 
*-. rr - 'fr*.' - r. r ViV. 'r^,:t i ntnifrr :r irc Hrscic ib 

i-.l -*-/'.* ^cxAr, \: :•'.* tI-:'-.-: it i:«:n, wi- *src zrcmCj 
s.-/t r^Kr,.r..\r..'» :\z :,-* ^rti'-rr: \Lz.i}zrrr Tbty Tcrc srizd- 
'.^ V, -.,; y.r',^,ii il-'^t.^ ^zi 2:-::-:llir.n<T:n- Tlic pcrj 
/:f -: V f5r-,*r; :fr,z' I'^-'i * IiiT^C- -:ic polidcal cce<!iid 
^; *-^ '',-j -4, '„',-/ -r.irr.t-: t-.-s p^'^fl^, *-£ he hoped tfcat 
/.-i/,r. •.vv-.-: r.^t tiillj i-s cif'-lTci. B-: thsy cculd not 
y'V-/>: rr.^.T i'r-j'^r.rr^rr.z cr. inr thinr '-^ tic Tct ackiercd 
f%r *'-./*t ^j'y.r,*:y, Th-rr TT^rc ni: :r. 2 ttuiticn to be able to 
^y/..:.^ vr. vv; prrftr.t ccr.ttf:. I: wis rco confiitntxcnal 
5'/: a/^rvC.*/: t-; c^rr.* •*!:■: :n tb.c:r m-xic cf thinkizig. Bat 
t' ♦ ^ .i^r.^irxr,^ or *-:t Miniftcr, ar.d the illuilrious name 
> t v,r-:, vcftr^ oi.;t«i of their adoration. It was a fubjed, 
fw*7-:r, wf.>/f. ht ciizht tc contemplate with much ddi-: 
J^rit,/',r. i.'.'l irr^partiilitT, 'whether the pecpic at large, or 
ftr.r 7 try ftrong pifty ojf tb^m, would long continue fo rcry 
;^:*•*it^^/'; to ih^ir own rights, as to fupport him againtt 
♦.',;,/ ''///r* rtpr';ftnrkrivc*, their own intereft, and that 
O/^M* -.?;vr* vir.ich i'* fo peculiarly theirs. The objecHons 
%^;.>,h hvt !^/<:^r: hcH out againft that general and fubftan- 
%\a, uXA',t» fo ^."SitMc to the Houfc and to their conftitu- 
^r,*tj -ifr'rr^, thfrc j the P^cceipt tax, the India bill, and the 
</',;*;> io/i. In ^v^ry or.c of thefe, conceQions had been made 
i.'» ;» tUAtiW.f y/KIch did infinite honour to the right honour* 
'A /.K y/'ftf\/:f(iun and hi) noble friend beneath him. The 
^.^//,;,t fu/y Kc, for one, had ever thought a proper, a ne- 
/' rr^;jr, 'Ahd hy no mnzn^ an oppreffive one. The ftate of 
/. */ UhAntr rtt'AfU: it indi (pen fable. He had voted for it in 
//,/.s;/4r,y '^ifh the fight honourable gentleman and a Mi- 
/, iirfj 'f/iu,tu In a great many other things he hadoppofed. 
Vf .* fr/ ^ Ur^', '!/:/:iriori of the Iloufe, the Miniftcr had adopt- 
^/| .>, Ahfl thrrtJorn no obltacle whatever on that fubjeft 
roiiI/| r»//vy r^ iha'iu, 

Wa% It fh^ r» h,/: Ire India bill which retarded a meafure 
wnr.li 'o/M^^iurncc to the public? That bill he had 

from 
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Jftotn, the firft reprobated in the moil decifive terms, tic 
lad not to the prefcnt moment altered his opinion one 
ittle 6n the fubjccb. But furcly that part of the Houfe, 
jrho had viewed it in the fame light with him, would al- 
i|>w the cafe to be greatly changed for the better, fince, as 
Be underftood, the poifon of that bill was to be done 
Iway. The ftrongeft exceptions to it with him and many 
ifbther gentlemen was the vaft patronage it entrufted in 
^ands, which they deemed not fufficiently authorifed by 
Tie Conftitution, He would beg leave, however, for one, 
crfnGder the right honourable author of that meafure as 
jrolem.nly and repeatedly pledged to tTie Houfe, that the 
Iffisnfive mode of placing fuch unbounded patronage fhould 
^ completely renjoved. He was happy that the meafure 
Siras to be accommodated by the Houfe, and that the prm- 
^ple of a ftrong efficient government at home was the 
^hole of what W48' defired. The coalition was one very 
fenfurmountable obftacle to the union in contemplation. But 
had not the noble Lord in the blue ribband cut out the 
tongue of that monfter — fo that it cotild not henceforth 
bite its mailer? And this was fuch a monfter as the 
right honourable gentleman would find fome difficulty in 
fubduing, unlefs by condefcending to meet the requifitions 
of the Houfe. The noble Lord, however, had greatly arid - 
jciicroufly offered not to ftand in the way of any fuch ge- 
neral coalefcence, as the public at this junfture fo impor- 
tumately demanded ; and by that manly aftion his Lordfliip 
Jbad fecured many new without lofing one old friend. He 
<hen adverted to the addrefles of the people, on which he 
thought- little ought to be faid — But the principle on 
which fuch of them as were really voluntary originated, he 
thought was equivocal. That many of the people were 
alarmed at the India bill, he owned to be a faft — But 
When that bill received a new form, he trufted it would be 
accompanied with the public confidence. He exprefled great 
fiirprife that nothing bad yet been heard of in the Houfe 
concerning fuch taxes as the exigencies of the Treafury de- 
inanded. Were Minifters afraid that doing their duty 
might ihake their popularity i^ But while he was fpeaking 
another of His M^jefty's fervants might be propofing fome 
financial fchcme of that kind in another place. Poffibly 
the budget might be opening there. He hoped, however, 
the Houfe of Commons would have fomething to fay on the 
fubje£b, and tliat fome opportunity would be offered them 
to objeCl. 

From 
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From the moft impartial attentiom^^hich he wasaUelil' 
give to the public, the offices of the executive governi 
appeared to him fubftantially vacated, and all the fva^ 
6f that operative part in the conftitution for fome 1 
paft to have been faft afleep. What had Miniilers done 
What could they do? He mentioned feveral very pre" 
circumftances in the affairs of the country, which rendi 
in his opinion, their prefent maftivity highly culpabk^j 
and he appealed to the Houfe, and to mankind^ whether. 
any man could retain a (ituation, with any degree of pn« 
priety, which involved in it fo many public and palpable 
difadvantages. The right honourable gentleman had bin- 
felf acknowledged that his continuance in office could on^ 
prevent certain mifchief. How was he to interpret tint 
language ? Was this country reduced to the neccifitj d 
fupporting a Minifter who could do nothing, merely to- 
caufe without him nothing was to be expeSed buterilt 
Did he apprehend, after the country haS been told in fa 
decided a manner, that the India bill would not again be 
brought in with that which had been before confideredtt 
its fting, that the attempt which had been fo generally re- 
probated could be henceforth renounced ? He was one wha 
confidered the real prerogatives of the Crown as no rigkt 
of the people. The rights of all the feparate branches o( 
the Legiflature were, as he underftood the fubjeft, fcp*- 
rate and diftindl: ; and he would venture to afTert, tnit 
there was not a wifli on his fide of the Houfe to confonn4 
them. No monopoly of power was intended ; s^hd kt 
thofe, faid he, who declined a proper participation of it^ 
be refponfible in God's name for the confequences whidi 
might be the refult of fuch a conducl. He wifhed tilt 
right honourable gentleman would regard this confideratiM 
With coolnefs and temper. He was ready, for his owa 
part, to facrifice every profpecSl: and poffibility of popola^ 
larity to his duty, and would willingly become the martyr 
to his political charafter. If the ttandard of unlimited 
fubmi/Tion was to be held up in that houfe againft the ftan-. 
dard of independence, he knew to which of the twcftaiK 
dards he belonged. He knew where and how his duty and 
confcience dirc6led him to a£i. What had the Houfe mix^ 
concerning their willingnefs to negociate or come to teraUy 
which could produce the leaft confidence in their readiiiefa 
to aft a part which it was obvious the people defired ? Per- 
£bnai etiquette. Beyond this one fatisfaftor]^ id.Qa from the 
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rht Honourable gentleman had not trarifpired. And what 
low was the whole difpute ? It was reduced in his mind to 
IJic mere quibble of two grammarians. The one was wil- 
Jug to aft with an equal, the other would bear none. 
_|nould fuch a difgraceful altercation as this continue, he 
^ould move leave of the Houfc to bring in a bill for ba- 
Syiifhing both. The whole point he had in view was to make 
^e fenfe of this Houfe ftill more completely obvious to the 
^oyal mind, and to exprefs that confidence in Majeftjr 
J'W^hicK it became them to indulge. Without therefore 




picrnal regard for the welfare of his people, relies on His 
t^JW^jefty's royal wifdom, that he will take fuch meafurcsas 



!• Kll^y tend to give efFeft to the wifhes of his faithful Con^- 
' -"ftions, whigh have already been moft humbly reprefentcd to 

■ ;HiB Majefty/' 

' • Mr. HufTey feconded the motion. 

. • Mr. Eden rpfe next : he faid, that he did not mean to op- Mr. Eden. 

"p-bpfc a motion, which, as far as it went, he entirely ap- 
proved. But, in his opinion, it ought to go one ftep far- 
llhcr J for which reafoil he intended to move an amendment ; 
and as he wiflied, if poffible, to have the fupport of the 
iri|^t honourable gentleman who moved the original quef- 

i tion, he begged leave to fay a few words on the fubjeft. 
The honourable gentleman had very truly faid that the 
©relent Adminiftration had not power to go on with the 
public bufinefs, and that Goyernmcnt had been virtually 
seated for many weeks paft : thi^ was undoubtedly -true ; 
Tof during the three or four laft days of the exiftence of the 

* iatc Miniiiry, and for the laft nirie weeks, the bufinefs of 
the. nation had been ^t a ftand. Since the prefent Minifter 
go| into power, hp had found himfelf in eight minorities, 
on queftions, any one of which would have been fufficient 
to have overturned an Adminiftration in former days ; and 

7 'in oiie majority, which was on tlife Receipt tax, on which 
OCCaGon, however, the Minifter did not think proper to fay 

■ <Mic word in favour of the queftion for which he voted: 

5>robably he was fo tranfported with joy at finding himfelf 
iipported by fo corifiderable a majority, that his joy de- 
^brived him of his fpeech, and it was probably for that rea- 
xon that be did not venture to fpeak for the Receipt tax, 
tlhough he was pteafeil to votefoj it. The popularity of 

I the • 
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the Minifler had often been mentioned ^ and the variov 
addrefles from different parts of the kingdom were adduced 
as proofs of the exiftence of it : but he was of opinion tlot 
it was no eafy matter to colle£t the fenfe 6f the people 
from addrefles : it was not thought a very difficult matter 
to procure them on any fubjeft. Gentlemen might rccol- 
leci the different opinions relative to the addrefles that wai 
prefented on the American w-ar^ and the petitions on tkc 
fubjeft of the reduftion of the influence of the Crown* Is 
the one cafe, the enemies to the profecution of that war, 
would not admit the addrefles as proofs of its popularity: 
in the other, thofe who refilled the petitions contended 
that they contained the fenfe of thofe only who figned 
them, and not of the counties or towns at large, from 
which they were prefented. But if it fliould be contended 
that the fenfe of the people was to be colleded from ad- 
drefles, and farther that the people were always thorougUj 
acquainted with the fubjeft on which they fent up ait 
drefles, he would fl:ate to the Houfe a very curious fa^ that 
happened about a century ago: — When King Charles E 
towards the clofe of his reign, formed the plan of render- 
ing future Parliaments fubfervient to the will of the Crows, 
he could not think of a better way than by new modelling 
the different corporations in the kingdom, in fuch a man- 
ner that the Court would always have at its difpofition the 
magiftrates and eledors of the cities and boroughs : to thif 
end he formed the defign of getting all the charters Into his 
hands, in order that he might grant new charters, with 
fuch provifions and fuch reftriftions as fhould anfwer his 
purpofes. With this view he ordered his Attorney Gene- 
ral to proceed by ^o warranto againft the diflTerent corpo- 
rations, and to begin with that of London. One misht 
imagine that this produced a convulfibn in the nation; bat 
the reverfe was the truth : for addrefles were poured into 
the Court from all quarter?, thanking His Majefty for hi$ 
regard for, and attention to the Conftitution ; the Gazettei 
of 1682 and 1683 were filled with addrefles; and what 
was not a little remarkable, the very firft addrefs that was 
prefented was from the county of Berks, in which the 
tourt, being then at Windfor, refided, as it does moftly 
in the prefent reign. If the people were deluxled on one 
occafion, fo far as to thank His Majeftv for one of the moft 
unconftitutional afts that could well oe devifed, and even 
to think this a£t to proceed from a love of the conftitution, 

.-why 
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why might it not be poflible that, in the prefefit day, ario* 
ther popular delufion fliould produce addrefles to thank iht 
Crown for the difmiffion of Minifters, who were afting for 
the conftitution, and promifing to fupport their fucceflbrs 
1^ in office, who, on account of the means by which they 
f- got into power, ought to be dreaded by every man to whom 
^ the prefervation of the conftitution was an objeft. The 
^f continuance of thefe Minifters in office w^as certainly at-* 
^tended with unfpeakable prejudice to the nation, for all 
1^ bufinefs was completely at a ftand : he ventured on a for- 
k mer^day to call them nominal Minifters ; and the right ho- 
^' nourable gentleman, who niade the motion then before the 
I Houfe, fupported that opinion, when he faid that the func- 
?l:tions of Adminiftration had been vacated for fome weeks* 
\' With refpeft to the coalition, which had been called a 
;• monfter, he ihould be forry it was extindl ; he wifhed the 
*,' right honourable gentleman, inftead of being able to dc- 
' ftroy it, was under its protection ; he advifed him, on a 
former day, either to refign, or to tell the Houfe that he 
fct their refolutions at defiance. By either ftep, the coun- 
V try would be a gainer ; becaufe if he refigned, a ftrong go- 
^ vcrnment might be formed 5 and if he avowed that he fet 
-the Houfe of Commons at defiance, the Houfe might pof- 
* fibly then take fuch fteps as would efFe£l his removal. 
The withholding a fupply was a privilege which he thought 
" was ftill in that Houfe, and w^hich might ftill be exercifed 
'for the^ benefit of the people. To this privilege no man 
. who loved his country would ever refort without the mo^b 
' preffing neceffity ; but if fuch a neceffity fhould ever occur, 
. nd true lover of his country would wifh to fee this privi- 
lege lie dormant. If the wifhes of the Houfe were to be 
'gratified by the Crown, and the v conftitution fecured, no 
' mail would think of withholding the fupplies : but unlefc 
' fome fuch motion as that which was now under confidera- 
tion was pafTed, he, for one, would not vote this night for 
the Ordnance fupply. But to come to the point to which 
this amendment was dire£ted, • he reminded the Houfe that 
two refolutions had been voted by the Houfe, and laid be- 
fore the King : one, that the arduous and critical fituation 
of affairs required the exertions of an efficient, extended, 
and united Adminiftration: the other, that the continu- 
' ance of the prefent Minifters in office was an obftacle to the 
formation of fuch an Adminiftration : the Houfe the/efore 
ought, in confiftency, to look foj the removal of the Mi- 
VpL.XIII. Z piftcrs. 
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nifters, as the only means by which fuch a government mi^l 
be formed, as all parties had unanimoufly voted to be necef* 
fary : with a view therefore to this, he moved the infertion 
of the following words, after the words •* meafures as** in the 
original motion : " by removing any obilacle to fonnin^ 
fuch iin Adminiftration as the Houfe has declared to be re- 
quifite in the prefent critical and arduous fituat ion of afiain." 
He was of opinion himfelf that a direft addrefs to the King 
would be better than a refolution ; but as the latter had been 
preferred by the right honourable mover, he would not att 
tempt to alter it. 

Mr. Minchin feconded the motion for the airiendmeot; 
but it was merely with a nod, and without a fpeech. 

Sir William Sir fViUiam Wake oppofed the motion generally : he fani 

IVike. that the tide of popularity unqneftionably ran in favour •( 
the right honourable gentleman at the head of the Miniftry, 
though he would not fay that there were not places, one rf 
wTiich he knew very well, where the public opinion was in 
favour of the late Adminiftration. The Houfe of Com- 
mons, indeed, was againft the Minifter ; hut what was a , 
fniall majority of that Houfe, compared with the other two 
branches of the Legiflature, and the voice of the people. 
The Houfe had palled fome refolutions, injudicioufly, in his 
opini6n, and now made it a point of honour to adhere to 
them. A miftakeii fenfeof dignity in the American war had 
nearly ruined this country; and it would be a fatal dignity 
indeed, if it fhould, on the prefent occafion, be produ6lire 
of thofe mifchiefs that might be apprehended from it. 

Mr Powyt. Mr, Pffuoyi faid, that feeing by the countenances of gen- 
tlemen, that they wifhed to know his opinion on the amend- 
ment propofed by the right honourable gentleman, he would 
make no difficulty to gratify tlie Houfe on that head. He 
coofeffed that the amendment did not appear to him at all nc- 
ceffary, becaufe, as he faid before, he had the firmeft rdi- 

* ance thsit His Majefty would yet lend a favourable ear lo the 

requefts of the Houle. He made no doubt but the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, high in office, would avail himfelf of 
the delay of two days between this and Monday, to re-cpo- 
fider with his colleagues, the refolutions that the Houfe had 
already laid before His Majefty \ and he flattered himfelf that 
the anfwer would ftill be favourable. It was with this vieWt 
and not with an intention to refufe the fupply, that he voted 
fr)f portponing the confideration from the Committee on the 
Ordnance eftimates. But after having faid this, he was ready 
to declare, that if the right honouraUe gentleoun preflM hit 
^ amend* 
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atneiidmei>t, he would vote for it : he voted for the refolu- 

j tioiis to which it referred, and he would not fhrink from any 

, vote that he ever gave. 

; Mr. Banks thought himfelf bound in truth and in juftice Mr.Banki. 

; to fay that he believed the motives of the honourable gentie- 

[ inan who moved the original queilion, were as pure as he 

;s Jefcribed them to be; that he meant by voting to poftpone 

■ the fupply, not to refufe it ultimately ; and that his motion 
; this day was didlated by the pureft love for his counti-y. 

But while the honourable member claimed to himfelf the 

l^erit of afling from the diftates of his judgement, he knew 

his candour would not fi^iFer him to arrogate tha^t to him- 

- felf which he was not willing to allow to another. With re- 

" fyeSt to the queftion, as it had been originally moved, it did 
nbt ftrike him as he heard it read, that there was any thing 
in it that might be called obje£iionable, and therefore he 

" probably might have voted for it, had it remained in that 
^ape ; but fince the right honourable gentleman had moved 
ap amendment, the nature of the quedion was materially 
altered; and whatever he might have thought himfelf bound, 
through confiftency, to give to the queftion in its firft ihape, 

■ he could not hefitate for a moment relative to the vote he 
would give if the amendment Ihould be carried. The Houfe 
lyould recoUeft that two refolutions had been laid before 
bis Majefty, one of which' moft certainly pafled unani- 
jnoufly; but the other was carried only by a fmall majority; 
now the right honourable gentleman who moved the amend- 
ment, very ingenioufly and dexteroufly engrafted the latter 
upon. the former; in hopes, na doubt, that the Houfe from 
having unanimoufly pafled a queftion, which in point of 
principle was the fame with one part of the amendment, 

' might be induced to agree to another, which was taken from 
a refolution that had been oppofed, and carried only by a 
fmall majority. But the Houfe, he trufted, would make a 
due diftin£lion, and rejedt that part which had been oppofed 
before, if it was expedled that the oth^r might be pafled now. 
The honourable member who opened the debate, touched 

' upon three grounds'on which he faid the unpopularity of the 
late Adminiftration was founded. The receipt tax; the In- 
dia bill; and the coalition. With refpedt to the firft, th« 
honourable gentleman had alked if the prefent Minlfters 
would wifli to reft their popularity on the fupport they had 
given to the receipt tax;' he would anfwer him, that the part 

' which his right honourable friend took, (Mr. Pitt) when the 
tax was firft propofed, was no fecretj he made no fecret of 

Z 2 it; 
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it; he gave his opinion on it when it Was firft opened ; he 
fupported it openly in the face of the country, from which 
he never difguifed it: it was clear, therefore, from this, that 
the popularity of the prefent Adminiftration did not arifc 
from an opinion now prevailing among' the people, that bis 
right honourable friend was an enemy to that tax, and that 
he would take the firft opportunity to repeal it. The fecond 
point and ground of unpopularity to the late Miniftry, 
ftated by the honourable gentleman, was the India bill, 
which unqueftionably appeared to the public of a very 
alarming nature indeed ; but the honourable gentleman faid 
the poilon had been extra6led from it : the patronage which 
had been the greateft caufe, of alarm was to be fo fettled, as to 
remove the objedlion to the bill arifing from that point. 
But how did the Houfe know this? Let the bill ^e firft 

• brought in, and then printed; the Houfe would then be able 
to judge how far that dreadful evil was removed ; at prefenti 
it could not be exjiefted that the Houfe would go the length 
of faying that now there was no obje6lion on the fcore of 
patronage; that would indeed l>e premature, it would be 
time enough to make fuch a declaration, when the bill, in 
its new form, fliould have been printed and put into the 
hand^s of the members. For his own part, indeed, he would . 
go fo far before hand, as to fay that if the article of patro- 
nage fhould be difpofed of Jn fuch a mannt!f5- as that it ihould 
not endanger the Conflitution, undoubtedly the principal ob- 
jeftion that he had to the bill would be removed. As to the 
third point, the coalition, it certainly was not dead^ it was 
ftill in full vigour; if the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
to unite with it, he fhould only make himfelf a fharer in 
that unpopularity which attended the coalition; on that head 
be would alk one queftion, the anfwer to which would be 
applicable to his right honourable friend : the queftion was, 
would the right honourable gentleman declare, that if he 
had feen the unpopularity the coalition had fince drawn upon 
bis head, he would neverthelefs have formed it? If he an- 

, fwered in the affirmative, he would of courfe point out to 
his right honourable friend, that he ought not to think of 
coalefcing. The addreflfes in Charles the Second's days need 
not have been mentioned, unlefs the jiddrefles of the prefent 
days had been to pray the King to reftore thofe Minifters 
who had attempted to ftiake the foundation of corporate bo* 
dies, and rob them of their charters ! But the anecdote wai 
certainly inapplicable on the prefent occafion, when the ;id* 

4feff^§ contained thinks for the difpiifliotx of Minifters who 

b»4 
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liad attempted to invade and tranaple upon chartered rights. 
With refpeft to the motion, he faid before, that he objeiled 
ifarongly lo the amendment ; and therefore, if it fhould be 
carried, he would oppole the whole motion fo amended. 

The Hon. Charles Marjham declared, that notwitflanding Thehoa. 
the odious interpretation that had been put upon ,his con- ^'^^^ '••^ 
du6l; when he voted for poftponing the fupply ; he iVill ^"^ 
maintained that he never meant to refufe it ultimately. He 
wanted only a ihort delay of forty -eight hours, to take breath, 

^ STter the meflage which had been delivered by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to the Houfe, and from which it appeared 
ithat the wifhes of the Houfe, contained in the refolutions 
that were laid before his Mayfly, had as yet produced no 
effed. To have voted the fupply unconditionally after fuch 
a meflage, without explanation, and without taking any notice 
of it, would, in his opinion, have been a proceeding that 
would have funk for ever the confequence of the Houfe of 

' Commons, and he was forry that a refpe6l:able Baronet oa 
the other fide of the way had fpoken fo triflingly of the dig- 
nity of that Houfe, as to call it a " fatal dignity." When 
the dignity of the Houfe of Commons fhould once be de- 
ilroyed, there would be an end of its confequence in this 
/country, and confequently there would be an end of its con- 
ilitution; for if the reprefentatives of the people were to be 
confidered as comparatively of lefs weight than the King and 
Xiords in the Legiflature, it would no longer be looked up 
to, and confequently would fall into contempt, and of courfe 
into difufe. 

SH* William Wake faid, that he was very far from wifhing Sir Wai. 
to infalt the dignity of the Houfe : he meant only to fay, ^*^ 
that it was a millaken fenfe of dignity that had plunged the 
Houfe into the Tupport of the meafure of the American 
war; and when he reviewed all the difaflers that this war 
brought and entailed upon the country, he could not help 
faying, that it was a fatal dignity to the kingdom. In this 
and in no Qther fenfe did he mean it ; for no man could be 
more defirous to fupport the confequence of the Houfe of 
Commons, without which this Conftitution could not be 
maintained. But when he confidered the fmallnefs of the 
majorities by which the different refolutions had been car- 
ried, he could not help repeating that fuch majorities were 
not of much weight, when compared to the two other 
branches of the Legiflature, fupported by the opinion of the 
people at large. 

Sir Horace Mann was extremely obliged to the honourable Sir Horaca 
mPOlfber; (Mr. Banks) for the very handfome and liberal ^**'^' 

manner 
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manner in which he did jufifce to the character of his ho- 
ttourabie friend (Mr. Powys) who was certainly a man above 
^uplicicityy and wduld not fajr he meant only to poftpoM^ 
if he intended wholly to refufe the fupply. He hoped thjr 
Hoiife would think as favourably of himfe)f;^for though he 
held that the Houfe had not loil that conftitutkmal weapon 
<rf the Commons, the refufal of fupplies; ftill be wi/hed not 
to employ it, except when abfolute neceffity called for it: 
the prefent was a crifis when the Houfe was called upon to 
make a fpirited ^and in defence of thofe privileges inherent 
in them by the Conftitution, and without which they wouM 
be a cypher in this country ; but he hoped that whal had 
already been done for poilponing, would render it unnece^ 
j&ry for, the country to go any farther in that way. He 
hoped that vote, and the refolution then before the Hou^ 
which he trufted would be carried, would roufe Miniileri 
from their lethargy, and convince them that a Miniftry 
could not ftand again ft the fenfe of the people. Various 
arts had been ufed to terrify numbers into a fupport of the 
prefent Minifters ; the fword of drilblution had been fu(- 
pended over their heads, like the fword of the Sicilian ty- 
rant ; but though it had fome eiFe£^, flilt he rejoiced that a 
body fu£cient to conftitute a majority, had remained firm 
and inflexible : and whatever n^ight be his fate, for the con- 
duct that he had held in this buflnefs, he would always 
efteem it as the principal honour of his life, to have belonged 
to a Parliament that had overturned two Adminiftrations ; and 
which the terrors even of diflblution did not move. G^ie- 
men had faid much about the fenfe of the people, which 
they ftated was to be collefted from addrefles ; for it was 
merely from the circumftance of addrefles, that the friends 
of the prefent Minifters affumed a right to fay they were 
popular in the country: as for addrefles, they never had 
much weight with him; he knew a bell-man had coUeSed 
Ugnatures, without any meeting or difcuffion. But whether 
fairly or otherwife obtained, he muft unlearn all that he wai 
taught about the Conftitution of this country, if he was t« 
believe that the fenfe of the people of England was to be 
coflefted any where but in the Houfe of Commons. Ad* 
drefles and fpeeches might fpeak the language of indiTi* 
duals, but the colle£led voice of the nation, conftitution* 
ally fpeaking, was to be learnt Only within the walls of diat 
Houfe. 
Mr. H. Mr. H. Dundas wiflied to confidcr the refolution an an td* 

Puaaas. jicfs J and be alfo wifhcd that the amendment might be put 

and 
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^ Und carried ; he meant afterwards to oppofc the whole rcfo- 
'ildCion thus amended ; he therefore thought it would be bet- 
jler to Jet the amendment pafs without any farther difcuf- 

H&on, that the debates might be afterwards taken on the 

amended refolution. 

The Hon. C. Marjham faid, that an honourable member had Tfw Hun. 

'defired to be informed how the Houfe could know that the S* ****^ 



objedions, relative to patronage, would be removed in the 

"new bill of the right honourable gentleman on the floor : 

now as he had pafled between the two right honourable 

^ l^ntlemen, and heard the fentiments of both^ it was in hit 

i power to give the Houfe fome information on that head j 

. put he flood in a delicate fituation ; as Chairnoan of a re* 

^ipedable meeting (at the St. Alban*s Tavern) he had con- 

vcrfed with both gentlemen on the fubjeft of the India bill; 

, but though the converfations were not ftridlly confidential, 

iftitl he did not think himielf at liberty to flate the fubflance 

of them to the Houfe, without leave from the two right 

konourable gentlemen alluded to. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he certainly had not The Chjui* 
the leafl objefiion to the honourable gentleman's giving to^^**^®^** 
, the Houfe the fubflance of what pafTcd between him and the ^*^**^***'- 
• tight honourable gentleman on the India bill ; but at the 
, fame time he thought it would be better to let the motion 
' before the Houfe pafs firfl, that gentlemen (hould not, while 
difcufling one point, find themfelves entangled in a new dc- 
batej the fubje£l of which (the India bill) was not properly 
before the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox faid, he left the honourable gentleman at fuH Mr. F«^ 
liberty, without any reftridion whaitever, to relate any 
thing that pafTed between them relative to the India bill. 

The queflion was now called for on the amendment, 
which was put, and carried without a divifion. 

The Hon. Charles Mar/ham then rofe and faid, that having The Hon. 
waited on the right honourable gentleman on the floor, by ^h. Mar- 
dcfire ef the meeting, of which he was Chairman, to learn *"' 
. ibis intention with refped: to the new India bill he was about 
tabring into Parliament; that right honourable gentlemaqi 
told him, that provided the right honourable gentleman at 
the head of the Treafury, would confent that the govern- 
ment of India ffaould be in this country, and be permanent 
ax leaft for a given number of years, he would leave it en- 
tirely to that right honourable gentleman to fqtftle the article 
bf patrooage as. he. pteaCbd* Witk this infcrmation he 

waited 



176 \ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

waited an the Minifter, who told him that the article of 
patronage being thus given up, an opening was fo far aude 
to a negociat^ion, 

CurlKns^iif Earl Nugent again recommended conciliation, by which 
alone an end could be put to' the prefent diftraSions. Gen- 
tlemen were coy of one another at prefent, and therefore 
ftood upon their punftilios ; l?ut }f they would at oocd 
agree to meet one another, he ivo^ild lay his life that they 
would truft each other, and that they would aft with coofi- 
dence. It was not the firft time that. he had been inftrumen- 
tal in bringing about an interview, and efFefting a concilia- 
tion between two great men, who had much greater caufeto 
be at variance than the two right honourable members. The 
two great men w^re Mr. Pelham and Lord Granville. Hit 
Lordfhiphad appointed to meet atbis houfe, and their meet- 
ing was to be kept a profound fecret. One repaired to hit 

^ V houfe quite muffled up, fo that it was impoffible for-any one 

who faw him to know him. He juft introduced them toone 
another, and left them to themfelves. He took care in t|ie 
mean time to have a good fupper ready for them, of which 
they partook ; they drank heartily after it; the virine putaa 
fend to the referveon which they had afted ; they fpokc free- 
ly ; confidence was eftablifhed between them ; they became 
fincere friends, and remained fo, and cared not the next day 
who knew the ftory of their interview. Thus was this coa- 
lition (and, by the bye, this (hewed he was a friend to coa« 
litions) efFeSed in a lingle night ov^r a glafs of good wine. 
He was not mpch acquainted with the two right nonoorable 
gentlemen now fitting oppofite to each other : but if they 
would give him leave, he would bring them together at hu 
houfe ; they fhould have an excellent fupper, the bcft of 
wines ; they might, if they pleafed, get glorioufly drunk; 
and he would be bound, that over their bottle they would 
lofe that ftifF referve that wedded them now to their punc- 
tilios^ and confidence would fpring up where diffidence 
reigned before. " The cafe of the Earl of Chatham and the 
late King, was a ftriking proof, that how much focvcr mea 
might have differed, they might at laft come together, and 
place as much confidence in each other, as if they had 'never 
difagreed. The cafe was this : the King had in a great mca- 
fure profcribed all thofe who paid their refpefls at Leicefter 
' Houfe, to the late Prince of Wales; Lord Chatham hap* 
^ pened to have been employed in the fervice of the Prince; • 
this was of itfelf enough to ruin him at St. James, and ren- 
der 



licr him pei-fcFnally'idifagrceabte^twtbc 'King. But this was 
•iiotall; the *King was known tobavca great partiality to 
■ fcis Hanofvcriaii dominions : on tlje. other hand, Lord Chat- 
' ^titDi* was' kdowD to have the ilrong^ prejudices again ft thofe 
''German' territories ; arid he frequently cxpreffed hiinfelf in 
^the Houfe of Gommons, in terms-^that gave great offlpace to 
•his Majcrfty ; for he often faid, that Hanover was a mill- 
iftone about the neck'bf England,- that would weigh her dowi^ 
-^rfd finkhcr, ' However, the King found it neccffary to fend 
*forhim : he- went into the clofet, and' the meeting .was very 
'^aukward atfirft ; at length, Lord Chatham fatd to-his Ma- 
•jbfty, with the grcateft franknefs, ** Sire, give me your con- n 
?idcnce, arid* I'll dcferve it." .The King replied syyi'tbout he- 
^^t&tion, " Defervc my confidence, and yoa ihall heve it.'* 
^Lord Chatham fet about the great work, which he afterwards 
'^gterioufly achieved, by railing this country to the-higheft 
^jpinnaclc6f^ glory ; and he at laft fo won upon the King, that 
. "^iM^was- able to turn his very partialities in favour of Gejma- 
"By ^*o*. the benefit of this country ; and never was man ho- 
^noured with a greater fharc of Royal confidence than he was, 
*The right honourable gentleman oyer agairifthim might ob- 
•'tkid the confidence of the prefent. Sovereign, If, by his great 
i^bitittes he'Aiould be able to ferve- his country. To gain the 
fl^Royial confidence- was not fo difficult a matter in -the prefent 
'1«ign as ia the former ; there was no dlfputein the Royal Fa- 
iiriilyj 'WKich might fplit the -courts ;» no pHi*tidlity to Germatl 
^^kminions : he was cohfidcnt, therefore,nhat a-fuccefsful ex- 
*o»tion of abilities would 'Secure the? right honovyable- gentle- 
^niaa the unfhaken enjoyment of the 'Royal confidence. The 
•fiKteoipt^ to turn outthc prefent Miniftcr by- force was not 
the way to conciliate ; and to do it without alledging any 
•^rimt'tdirave been comrmitted bf him, wa^ contrary to juf- 
•tice, "and to the.confljant praftice of-Farliament. -He re- 
flHfeitibcred very well, that an* attcmpt^was oiice nvade tofe- 
Ainovt Sir Robert Walpole by an addreis ^- the opp6fltion was 
strong ; it was headed by Mr. PuUency, a man of the great- 
tift'cioquence; and fo fure waa he of carrying- his- ration j 
^thal alift was handed about of an ;arr^gement* for a now 
/^Adminiftration,' which I remember very well ,:faid his Lord- 
'^•ihip,' bcoaufe I n^yfelf was to ooaie in at the end- of 'it : but 
-«iarrk»thccoinfequence ; a plain cpuatry<gentka>an mfe, who^ 
-■ho' believed, h^d never opened his fips in^^ihtf-ttcKife teforc ; 
;. it.;was»'Mr. Warley, and vvith a'vfipgle, .-^hprt aiid^ 6^ 
nfpecch, he undid all that Mr*^PeiH>ney hfcdWfti-d^^^ 
■'.Vofi* XIU. A a ^ ont 
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one of the longeft and moft flowery fpeeches that had evcc 
been delivered itt Parliament. ^' You perfecuted my unclci 
Lord Oxford," faid he ; *• you perfecuted ray father, die 
Auditor, through whofe hands millions had pafled, and a 
perfecution was conjured up againft him, becaufe it was 
found, that his fervant had once tak^n fix {hillings : for thefe 
a£ts, you mull naturally ^uppofe me to be your enemy ; but 
I hate you too much to defccnd to imitate your example, 
and therefore as no crime has been proved againft you, I will 

five my negative to the motion for turning you out, becaoft 
will never confent that any man fhould be puniffaed till he 
.has been tried and found guilty." This fpeech had the m<^ 
aftonifhing efFeft ; for greatly as Sir Robert was hated^ the 
country gentlemen to a man voted with Mr. Harlcy againft 
the motion, and thus blafted the ceirtain profpeft of fuctels 
that Mr. Pulteney and his friends fancied they faw before 
them. Such was the force of the appeal of a plain man to 
* the juftice of the Houfe. If the Houfe of Commons conild 
negative a motion for the removal of a man fo generally de» 
tefted as Sir Robert Wat pole was, merely becaufe no ciiine 
was proved againft him, what ought to be the fate bf a iop- 
lion for removing the right honourable gentleman on the 
floor, whofe character was as irreproachable as man could 
wifh ; a man who was as generally beloved and refpoGtQ^i 
as Sir Robert Walpole was execrated and defpifed .? If t^ 
motion for removing the odious Minifter was n^tived, 
merely becaufe no crime had been proved againft him, furdy 
with more juftice and propriety ought a motion to be n€|ph 
tived, which was made for the removal of a Minifter, agatoft 
whom a crime ndt only had not been proved, but agjunft 
whom a crime had not been fo much as alledged. 
Otn, 8uf. General Burgoyne obferved, that on a former day ,tlue no* 
goyac. bie Lord had told the Houfe, that every fpeech wmch lafUd 
an hour coft 500I. in as much as it put off by an honr the 
coniideration of the fta^ of the illicit trade of the .kingdom, 
upon which there was a lofs, which by prudent management 
. . might be recovered, of 2,000, cool, a year, or 509I. an hour; 
now he was refolved not to put the nation to the expence of 
inany pounds, for he would fay only a few words. Mt)ch 
-ftrefshad been laid upon addrefles, as if they were proo£i 9i 
the great popularity of the Minifters : but if gentjemcft 
would confider only for a moment, they would find Uiat 
there was very little folidity in the obfervation. In the town, 
for inftance^ which be had the hooour to reprefent^ the cor- 
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poratioo, from whom only the addrefles fent to^Court were, 
confifted only of twenty-four perfods, who were affemblcd 
the day the.addrefs was voted for oidinary bufinefs only; 
and not a word was faid about an addrefs, previous to the 
moment wlien it was moved. He linderftood, that as foon 
ai it was known in the town that fuch an addrefs had been 
obtained, and in fo clandeftine a manner, it gave general 
diflatrsfadion among the inhabitant^, who were difpleafed 
that an addrefs from twenty-four perfons fhould be conftrued 
to be an addrefs from the town, where there are many thou- 
lands >of inhabitants, not one of whom, the twenty-four of 
the corporation only excepted, knew a word of the bufinefs, 
or of .any intention in any body to vote, or even to propofe 
ato addrefs, till they read it in the public papers. He faid, 
diat as to the motion then before the Houfe, he intended to 
fapport it, as abfolutely ncceffary to the very exiftence of 
the Cdnftitution. Conciliation was wifhcd for by gentle- 
men, and by none more than by him ; and he wifhed the 
noble Lord, who had fo much of the fpirit of conciliation in 
him, as to have conciliated with every Adminiftration, would 
infafe a little of that fpirit into thofe around him, who ge- 
nerally ufed much language better calculated todeftroy than 
to create conciliation. His right honourable friend on the 
floor, with whom it was an honour to a£^, was above the ^ 
meany paltry confideration of felf, in the great bufinefs which 
involved the welfare of his country, and to whofe glory and 
profeerity it was his fole ambition to contribute. 

Sir airry Hoghton lamented the dilemma into which the Sir Hirry 
Honfe had brought itfelf, by what he confidered as a rafh "°«*^^®'»« 
and unreafonable attack on the prerogative of the Crown. 
He commended the firmnefs of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in not refigning to negociate. He believed the 
charges againft him, of pride and obftinacy, were true ; but 
it was the pride of high charafter, and obftinacy of confcious 
innocence. 

Mr. Powney rofe to take notice of what Mr. Eden had Mr. Pow. 
faid of the Bcrkihire addrefs, in the time of Charles the Se- "*^ 
cond. He faid, the Berkfhire addrefs had not been the firft 
'^fcnt to St. James's on the popular fubjeft of thefe times, but 
there was one ready, although the honourable gentleman op- 
. pofite to him (Colonel Hartley) had perhaps been too much 
fatigued in his journey to town to fay a word about what 
had paifed at Reading lately. Mr. Powney profefied him* 
felf a friend to the conftitutional prerogatives of the Crown, 
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and iaid5>h<r would go .agfar to fuppart them, as to defoodt 
the privilege of the BcK>ple. The fenfe of the natio% lui. 
aiferted,. waft entirely with the prefent Muiiibers, and: fo xK 
would be found. He mentioued Mr. Fox^-s havipg:^ fai^ 9t 
little time ago, that there were not more than 1^0 nunv^ 
iubicribed to an add refs from. WoLverhamptQo; to coai6)il 
that honourable gentleman, he would aiTure- him that ^ao*- 
ther addrefs, iigned by 3000 perfons, and ..tbofe of the firft. 
charader in the town,. Was coming, up from WQlyerhaoip^ 
jton. He faid farther, (hat above ten timea, ten thqaiiipdr 
l)ames would (bon be fufo(cribed to addr^e% thanking! 1)M; 
Majcfty for having difmifTed his late Miivi^ers^ Mc^ Pow* 
ney alfo mentioned the withholdiDg. tb^ifupphes, amd' ^ 
other topics of the day, which he tire^ed afr ether geqtleniAi 
had treated them^ who had declared they ^ould voter agjuifli 
the raotiot)« 

Col. Hart- iColonel Hartley (aid, he certainly bad met tl»e hoaonttUl! 

^'^' gentleman who fpoke laft at Reading, where he haid tiifNk 

forry to find that the fenfe of the meeting was diffeveol: ftiilll 
)iis political principles. His conftiti^ents had, however, hh. 
dulged him with a patient hearing, and be bad fairly fx^ 

S^lained to them the grounds on which he a£ted. Tf what hi 
aid had not the effedt of bringing tho(^ prefent at the mef ti^ 
pver to his opiniqn, it had at leaft proved to tln^no, that he bN 
aCled to the beft of his judgement, and be had not a ^ub( 
but the day would come, when they would find that be h%d 
not a£ted errpneoufly | in the mean time he thought binafflf 
highly honoured with their indulgent hearing. The CMo- 
pel ftated^ that a noble Earl had been prefent at the meeting 
at Reading) and had thanked God he had -contributed to fliM 
the Conftitution ; upon which the Colonel had faid^ kf 
thanked God, he too had done his beft to fare the CMftite** 
tioti, though by a very different line of CQnduiQ: ffom ibut 
purfued by the noble Earl. He rememfbered to haye fe<b 
the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft at Re^ic^ aiVd^ 
thaft they left their pontics in the hall, and dinMl yfty cheer- 
fully together. Having difmifled this part of his ^pee^Dbi 4w 
Colonel :procecded to the queftion of the day,- anjj declw^ 
he fhould .give it his vote, hecaofe he held it jto^e exil&iefpf^ 
ly new at>d highly imprqper for a .Minifter 'tp :l«6e«titji ifi<9fr 
fice after that Houfe had declared it could not jgive Juiia itp 
poniid&nce. He gave Mr. Pitt due credit for ki\s ^abilit^ mHI 
integrity:; but reminded him qf the oppofite.conduQt.Qfj^ 
lijrlpf <3hatham^ v^ihad^v^jftioyjJto ihppQft :dic-da[r 
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nity off tbaf aflfembly, and had thought that the title of Mi- 
Hift^P ofc the Hppfe. of Comrnons was much more glorious. 
Itbgn. tl?2^t of M/fjifter of the Crown*^ 

^vMqtthew^f0Mte Ridley faid, that' he had not attended his.SIf M w. 
duty, in- that Houfe fp foon as he. vviflied anid ought to haye"^*****^' 
d&Q%. private don)eftic concerjis having detained him in thel 
COlin^.rry. When he. came to town he. found the refoiutiohs 
^ the journals, hut finding that the queflion on which they 
^ turned, was> AVliether the privileges of that Houfe fhould 
b* pp]^e)d or not, he hefitated not a moment to df terming' 
19tl>ip,h fidfif h^: ibpuld take. Sir Matthew entered into a very. 
,%bi^, (jiflbrtatio^^v on the. neceflity of the Houfe aftinj^ firmly^ 
^^4 exerting eyery, <?onflitutional means to fupport^'iti dig- 
©iHy, Fie p<^nted out the mifchievous confequencQs' that 
mift foVqw their giving vvay in a fkuggle of fo much impor- 
tance. He mentioned the power of refufing the fupplies ajs 
the great weapon of defence which the Cc^nijitution had 
9,F9a#d then;) with, b.ut agreed that it ought not to be wiekTed 
on flight occafions. At prefent, he denied that the (w;oi:d 
^aj^ dr;iwn, and ^he fcabba^d thrown away, as Lord Nugent 
)^d. ftated, b.u^ fai^, the vote of WednefJay YVa.s p( a '^i,f- 
forest foft. The Houfe might then be faid to have. clapj|^4 
Its^bj^pcl ^:oi the hilt of the weappu of its defencq, but'i? >ya^ 
l^t yet drawn, and he hoped Minifters would be; vyifepnqvigh 
|ipt' tq render it neceffary. If thpy perfjftqd in tJ\eif unap^ 
pQV*nt^l)lp f:oi}c)uft, and the rigHt honoura}»je gentjemaa, 
fV^T tljrpugh pride pf pbftjnapy, nil! refufed to r«^figni tliaf 
jflqufe would be juftified in going farther thap it jiad yef veji- 
{upeid. It vi^ould in that cafe be idle to talk of ^he confufioiis 
gif4 diffrqifSlipns that might follow ; the confeque^ces,' how- 
^}fpf f^X^\y v^ould lie at the door of Minifters. 

ffiVj Drake faid, he ^as always forry to differ from genth- Mr. Drake. 
fl^u^ of refpedlab/lity. He coufd not, how^v^r, i^gree with 
|iji^ hpnourabie meipjser who made the motion, becaiif^ be 
^i^ of ^pipion, that jth^ fentiments of thie I^pjufe ougftf: 
^way$ to tie fully an^ acci^rately exprefled, thpugli jn gene- 
ffiy ttivs^B ; nor could he fubicribe to the amendmept, whict 
^floplied the reibiutions formerjy voted , thef^ lie hiad ^lyvays 
Jd^^ht unf^u.nded, and therefore cog.ld not admit of" aiuy 
pj^pc^ion in oppofitlon to that convidiion. H^ adv^r.t^d"jp 
f^ J^t-u^tioi^ of the right honourable gentleman. Hi's V^i.li- 
jljies entitle^ him to all the honours he had received, or .wj&lpji 
j^\^ country cou|d beftow on a fubje£l, and confequently Jf^ 
^f|S ip j)ofeffion .of great and refpedtable confidence eve^ry 

Sir 
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'ocki. Sir Charles Cocks praifed the virtues and talents of the Mi- 
liiAer ; and wondered how it could be imagined he fhould be 
turned out of office before he had an opportunity^ of proving 
to his country either his merits or demerits. Confidence 
could only be forfeited by an abufe of it, which, however, 
was in his cafe impoffible. After feveral pertinent obferva?^ 

^ tions on variety of public topics, he took occafion to.i»« 
mark, that the word coalition had become obfolete in ibme 
degree, on account of that odium which refted on the event 
which it was meant to defcribe. But union was now the 
word which every one feemed fo fond of. As to the puho* 
tilios of honour, fo much tofled from one fide of the Houfe to 
the other, he could not help obferving, that he was ^tcn at 
a lofs to underftand what it meant, elpecially as he had al- 
ways conceived the general good of the country at large to 
conftitute the excluhve and peculiar honour of the reprefen- 
tives of the people in Parliament aflembled. 

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke fpoke for the motion with 
earneftnefs. 
. tox. Mr. Fox faid, the queflion was of too much importance 
for him to give a filent vote upon it, efpecially after what 
had fallen in the courfe of the debate ; before^ however, he 
proceeded to touch upon any of the various topics that had 
been brought forward, he could not but exprefs his fatis&c* 
tion at the debate's having been managed as it had been by 
country gentlemen, by men perfedlly independent in prmci« 
pie, and known to have no view to office,, nor any motive 
whatever, but a wiih to promote the public welfare. The 
opinions of fuch charadlers muft at all times have thai 
weight with that Houfe and with the nation ; it had thicxe^ 
fore afforded him particular pleafure to have heard the motion 
fo fairly difcufied ; and he could not but flatter himfelf, that 
it would tend more effe£):ually to open the eyes of the public, 
than any arguments he could advance, or that all the orsLtotj 
of both fides of the Houfe combined could producie and 
maintain. In the progrefs of the conteft that had enga^ 
their attention for fome weeks paft, the Miniflers and their 
friends had ftudiou>fly endeavoured to load him and thofe who 
did him the honour to think with him, and to a£b according* 
ly, with 2^1 the unpopularity and all the odium, that art 
could imagine, and malice impute. Thus, from day to day, 
new colours for their condu£l were held out, equally fallaci- 
ous and foreign fropi th^ true motives of their proceedinfi;l^ 
but all equally tending to miflead, confound, - and deluoe. 
The point moll laboured 9X ty the other fide of the Houfe 
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..Was, to charge them with 'having flopped the fupplies, and 

thence not only very confiderably impeded the progrefs of . 

the public bufinefs, but given a fatal blow to the national 

/.credit. A charge more ferious could fcarcely be foggefled, 

•Imt a charge more falfe had never been hazarded. That the 

power of withholding the fupplies was a weapon with which 

the Conftitution had armed that Houfe, and that it was war- 

' nmtable for that Houfe to wield this weapon whenever fit 

occafion required, was a maxim founded in undeniable truth, 

"' jmd a maxim which he never would abandon. That the fup** 

■ |dies ought not to be withheld wantonly, rafhly, and lightly, 

.was an aflertion which He had repeatedly made, and which 

no man felt a fuller cofivi6lion of than himfelf. The quef- 

tion lay therefore wholly in the expediency of the exercife 

of this right, the undoubted privilege of that Houfe, the 

' repr^fentative of the Commons of England. The prefent « 

.finiggle was clearly a flruggle between the prerogatives of the 

Oown and the privileges of the people. In defence of the 

.latter, that Houfe was bound to exert every nerve of the 

.^wer with which it was conftitutionally invefted. The 

|K»wer of withholding the fupplies, as. it was the mod for* 

midable weapon in its hands, ought undoubtedly to be the 

laft ufed. Should the Miniflers perfifl in their obfiinacy, 

9tid pnih matters to an extremity, it would be juftifiable tp 

* wiela that weapon, the right to ufe which was the only dif- 
tinSion that he knew between a free people and the (laves of 

• am abfolute monarchy. He thanked God the contefl had not 
been carried fo far as to render fuch a dreadful refort necef* 
fiiry ; and he hoped, prompt as Minifters appeared to provoke 
^t Houfe by infult, and determined as they were to treat 
Its refolutions with defiance, the Houfe would keep its tem« 
per, would preferve its moderation, and would adopt every 
means of procraflination, to avoid bringing the contefl to its 
crifis. As yet, they had not flopped the fupplies ; they had 
indeed poflponed them for eight and forty hours, and that ort, 
/in occafion that would have juflified a harfher meafure, and 
in a cafe where their poflponement could be attended with no 
poffible injury. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Marfham) 
Bad faid in the coutfe of the debate, that he would grant no 
fnpplies during the continuance in oflSce of the prefent Mi- 
niflers, excepting only from time to time, and when the 
fupplies afked were declared to be immediately neceiTary. 
Mr. Fox faid, he would not go fo far, he would not fay that 
he would refufe fupplies on the one hand, nor that he would 
grant them on the other ; but govern hi^ conduft by the ^ir- 
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cumftances of each particular dafe. iCfany g^titlen^en TiirHo 
*had Ipoken in the cou'rfe of the debate hail faid generally, thit 
to withhold the fuppfies Was to iajure the national credit. 
This affertion went not to the* extent tp which it had teh 
carried, but was founded in error; the i^iftake arofeentirth 
- from the dlflindlion betvveen the fupplies and the Ways im 
means not being kept in mind and pfeferVed. The ahmlJl 
expbnce, if gentlemen would refle6t a itfoiW^ht, tliey wctoH ' 
* fee coilfifted pf two parts, the money appropriated to pflVlSte. 
interefl of the public funds and the national debt, -Jina'" the 
money voted to defray the chargef of particular fertices. The 
former confided not of the fums raifed by inddentai" mftins, 
but of the produce of pernianent taxes, enforced"by*p6rpc- 
tual adts of Parliament, and fpecially appropriated, Thejij|i- 
propriation of the produce of thefe taxes was inaliertklde^' 
and in the cafe of failure,' the finking finid was' pledged ^s'a 
fecurity. Nothing therefor^ could fliakef the national dredit, 
but a refufal to pafs the bills of fuch of the apprdpriatAi 
"taxes as were annual; a refufal that, he trufted, no tnanjn 
' his fenfes would.think of He could riot eitfemplify thistttOfe 
flrongly, than by ftatihg, that" if the Receipt tix ltedtd?lher 
'been given up or left in its unprodudlive' ftkte,' Withotit-a 
*'^new tax. being propofec and adbpted to tnikeupf thtf'disficien- 
'^ cy, and the Sinking Fund had not f)roved equal to (bpplying 
] it, in that cafe the national creditor would have been injtfitd, 
' but in no other. The other part of the pyblicT -^xpencevas 
' of a very different nature. It confifted of providirtg forcfti- 
' mates of expences to be incurred, and which n^ceiFarily \eete 
optiorral in their nature, Thefe, as fervices to be perfort]!£6d, 
' refted entirely on the difcretion of the Houfe, and th^ confi- 
dence they placed in Minifters. Thus the ultimate fbr'the 
Ordriahce, and he could not, he faid, choofe d cafe mbre di- 
^ re<ftly in pointi was the eftimateof an expcnce to be inrcurlrti, 
and confequently a fpecies of fupply upon which tharH6ttfc 
' might exercife its prudence without detriment to the rfatttfefal 
' credit. To poftpone it therefore could be no p&flible hitrm. 
This, he faid, was the diftinftiori between fupplies and ways 
' and means. ' The one refpedled public credit, the other pnb- 
■ lie fafety. The former might be tefu fed without rifqnd-to 
' the national credit in many inftances, the latter, in none. 
'Ways and means were the provilions for expences «adually 
V6ted; fupphes the fexpences tliemfelves/'The Worft Mmi- 
"flers, or the mod unconltitutional monarch that ever itignirf, 
muft not be refufed the one, but it might be highly inexpe- 
dient to vote the other; ieVen in th^reignS gf Princes- whofe 
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own good intentions every body was convinced of, but in 
whofe Minifters that Houfe had no confidence. That it had 
ever been an eflabJifhed and underflood maxim, that MiniAers 
ought not to remain in office, who had not the confidence of 
that Houfe, was to be proved by a reference to the moft re- 
mote periods of our hiftory. So long ago as the reign of 
Henry the Fourth, when the nature of our Conftitution was 
but little known, an application had been made to that 
monarch from Parliament, for the removal of certain of his 
Minifters, when Henry, with the fpirit of a Britifli King^ 
had faid, " He knew of no crime his Minifters had commit- 
ted, but it was enough for him that his Commons defired 
their removal; he would therefore difmifsthem his fervice^ 
or any other of his Minifters of whom his Commons dif-* 
approved." This anfwer, which would have done honour to 
a monarch in more modern times, when the conflitutional 
privileges of that Houfe, as the reprefentative of the Com- 
-monsof England, were fo much better underftood, clearly 
evinced how eflTential it had ever been confidered that there 
fiiould exift a mutual confidence between that Houfe and the 
Minifters who were entrufted with the executive govern- 
ment. With regard to the argument that ftopping the fup- / 
plies* would be attended with confufions and diftradlions, that 
depended entirely upon His Majefty's Minifters ; good Mi- 
nifters, who wiflied well to the peace and quiet of their 
country^ would always prevent them, by reiigning before 
that Houfe had proceeded to fuch a vote. Upon this ground 
ic was convinced it was, that Lord Camelford had two years 
MO a£ted, when he propofed ftopping the fupplies, but the 
Minifters of that day knew their duty too well to fuffer fuch 
a motion ; they prevented it by a timely refignation. 

Having amply difcufled the confidcration of withholding 
the fupplies, he obfcrvcd, that it had been ftated in the courfc 
of the debate, that the unpopularity of the late Minifters. 
arofe from three circumftances ; from the Receipt Tax, from 
the India Bill, and from the Coalition. With regard to the 
former, it was a good tax, and it was evident that the right 
honourable gentleman thought fo, by his voting for that bill, 
in fupport of which he had not chofen to f^y one fyllable : 
why^ the right honourable gentleman had given a filent vote 
on that occafion, the Houfe, he doubted not, were fufiiciently 
jaware. But popular or unpopular as the Receipt tax might 
Be*, every body mujl admit that a tax largely produftive was 
necelTary, and no better tax had yet been propofed in its ftead. 
• Vol. XIII. B b Tho 
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Tlic Eaft India bill alfo had been another ground of odium 
and of obloquy ; the Houfe would recollcft, that he had 
opened that bill as a ftrong meafurc, and had expreflly ftated, 
that the enormity of the abuYes could alone juftify fo violent 
a remedy. This bill had been much complained of without 
doors. Why ? Becaufe the people had not underftood iu 
An honourable gentleman (Governor Johnftone) had faid ia • 
a late debate, *' What, cannot the people tell when charter! 
are invaded ? Do they not know when their rights aie takcfl 
away ; when their books, their papers, their warehoufes, 
. their property, are fcized on ? Undoubtedly they could', and 
undoubtedly they did." But this was only to underftand 
the remedy, and not to know the complaint. The complaint 
was known to that Houfe, and that Houfe by a confiderabic 
majority decided that the extent of the mifchief juftified the 
violence of the cure. Thus the patient who was to under- 
go an amputation, might fay to his furgeon, ** Don*t cut oflF . 
ftiy leg, the pain and anguifh of the operation are excro^ 
elating.** The furgeon alone could tell whether the ampu* 
tation was neceffary. So the people without doors faw that 
the remedy the India bill applied was a harfli one, but they 
knew not the extent of the abufes that made fuch a remedy 
neceffary. That remedy, as he had already faid. was ap- 
proved of by a moft refpeSable majority of that Houfd, and 
loft by a majority of the other. Not by a refpe&able majo- 
rity however, becaufe if ever there werecircumftances which 
rendered a majority lefs refpeftable at one time than another, 
thofe circumftances had attended the majority of the other 
Houfe, in procuring their decifion againft the India bill. 
The bill had been loft by about a majority of eight. How that 
majority had been obtained was a matter too well known to 
render his enlarging upon it neceffary. That bill, however, 
aeed no longer be the fubjcft of difpute, becaufe although he 
was not, nor could he be fuppofed to be willing, to leave the 
patronage, that had given fuch alarm, to the unreferved dif- 
pofal of the right honourable gentlemaii, as an honourable 
and refpeSable member (Mr. Marfham) had ftated, yet he 
had brought his mind to that point upon the fubjeft, that there 
could fcarcely be an arrangement of the patronage fuggeft* 
ed, either by that right honourable gentleman or any other 
enemy of the former bill, to which he did not think he could* 
confent. With regard to the Coalition, much, h.e obferved, 
had been faid againft it in every debate, -and it had been rc- 
, newed in that« He had upon former occafions cxpreffed 
2 bixnfelf 
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kimfelf fully upon that fubjeft. He had nor, he fard, heen 
unaware of the cfFcfts, nay of theobloquay that might attend 
that haeafure, when it was firft meditated. It had been un- 
dertaken upon both fides with caution, it had been deliberated 
upon with anxiety ; nay, he was not afraid to fay, it had 
been begun with all that diffidence and doubt natural among 
pcrfons, who had long differed upon great public topics ; 
, but from the moment it was decided and determined upon, 
he would venture to fay that there never had exifted any 
thing but mutual confidence, mutual faith, the mofl perfeft 
concord and firm reliance on each other's honour. There had 
not been in it any of that undermining jealoufy, that fecret 
and hidden diftruft which he had known exift, where there 
were ftrong reafons to fuppofe that mutual intercourfe and 
agreement would have been produftive of faith and honour. 
Had the laft Adminiftration been fufFered to remain, he was 
confident it was that ftrong and vigorous Adminiftration 
which was calculated to have carried into cfFeft thofe plans 
that were abfolutely necefFary to the prefent fituation of this 
country. He recollected to have feen a beautiful fpeech of 
a near relation of the right honourable gentleman over againft 
him, in which, in order to difcredit a coalition formerly made 
between the Duke of Newcaftle and a noble relation of his, 
with that force and brilliancy of imagination which he pof- 
fefied in fo eminent a degree, that coalition had been com- 
pared to the junftion of the Rhone and the Soane. What* 
ever the effedl and truth and dread of thatcomparifon might 
have been at that time, and upon that occafion, he was not at 
all afraid of it then. He would not have admitted that 
great and illuftrious perfon, were he now living, to have 
compared the late coalition to the Rhone and the Soane^ 
where they join at Lyon^, where the one may be faid to be 
too calm, and tranquil, and gentle, the other to have too 
much violence and rapidity, but would have advifed him to 
take, a view of thofe rivers a hundred miles lower down, 
where after having mingled and united their waters, 
inftead of the 6ontraft they exhibited at their junftion, 
had become a broad, great, and moft powerful ftrcaro, 
flowing with the ufeful velocity, that does not injure, 
but adorns and benefits the country through which it paflTeSp 
This was a juft type of the late coalition ; and he could ven- 
ture to aflert, after mature experience, that whatever the ene- 
mies of it might have hoped, it was as impoifible to difunite 
9r feparate its parts, z$ it was to feparate the waters of thofo 
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united rivers he had juft mentioned. It had been mentioned 
that night, that it had been ohferved repeatedly, with all that 
^pplaufe that was due to fo noble and difinterefted a condudy 
that though his noble friend had declared he would not retire 
to gratify the impertinent prejudices of any individual, yet 
he was ready to give way, whenever it fhould be neceffary- 
for the- public good, and his retiring fhould be likewife la 
promote union, and obtain the defirable objeft, the formation 
of a firm, efficient, extended, united Adminiflrarion. When • 
the noble Lord had made this declaration, underflanding him 
as he had underflcod him, his noble friend had afted a part 
highly to be applauded, becaufe highly dignified and refpco 
table. How different was the conduft of t'he right honour- 
able gentleman over the way ? That right hon. gentleman, fofar 
from following the example of his noble friend, who upon 
the firft infinuatipn, that he was an obftacle to union, had de». 
dared his readinefs to retire, the right honourable gentleman 
jefifts the repeated, and hitherto u neon trad idled, declaratiooj 
of that Houfe, who had again and again afTerted, that ihey 
had no confidence in him, and that it was incumbent on him 
to refign, before the honour of the Houfe and the Conftitu- 
lion could be fatisfied. The right honourable gentleman, 
with a fullen obflinacy peculiar to himfelf, refifls, and pre- 
tends that his honour and his feelings would be wounded, 
were he to refign, in obedience to that Houfe, and agreeable 
to the invariable and uniform praflice of the Conflitution, 
from the glorious period of the Revolution to the prcfent time. 
How was the honour of that right honourable gentleman 
concerned ? How dared he put his honour in competitioQ 
with the honour of the Houfe? Did the right honourable 
gentleman or any of his friends pretend to fay that his noble 
friend had difgraced himfelf by declaring his readinefs to 
retire, to make way for union i Was his noble friend's ho- 
Dour forfeited by the facrifice he had offered ? On the con* 
trary, was it not purer, brighter, and more perfeft than evcr^ 
Would the right honourable gentleman pretend to fay that 
what every body Had praifed and honoured his noble friend 
for. doing, when hinted by an individual, would injure or 
contaminate the right honourable gentleman, when dope by 
him in obedience to the coqftitutional requiiition of xhi^X 
\ Hyijfe ? Underflanding the noble Lord as he had uiKlerfloa<|- 

Jlim", underftanding him to have meant that he would not- 
quit a fcene where he was fo powerful, (o ufeful, and foemiT 
pent, ih^t he would no; le^vp a part^ fo d^fervcdly and fo 

ind?^ 



;84. DEBATES. t«9 

>endeQtly attached to him, but that he woold^ if public 
juillity or impertinent prejudice required it, do all in his 
:r to promote that tranquillity, he had afted a part highly 
cworthy, and that ought to be followed by all to whom 
5 was any exception. But' if his noble friend could be 
pfed to have meaot, by what he faid, . what he knew he 
not meant, viz. *^ that he would relinquifh all farther ex* 
n in that Houfe, that he would quit a fcene in whiCi) he 
led fo material and important a chara£ter, there was no 
>o who would blame fuch a coadu£l more than he fhould ; 
ufe he knew that fuch a conduft would take away a great 
principal mean by which a ftrong, vigorous, and cffec-^. 
Government could alone be formed in this country.** 
proceeded to take notice of the addreifes, upon which fo 
h ftrefs h^dbee^ laid in the courfe of the debate. An ho- 
rable amd learned friend of his had in a late debate de- 
!d, thit thefe addreffes were procured by impoftures, and ^ 
gxpreffion had been called in queftion, but in his opinion, 
. very little reafon. His honourable and learned friend 
not meant to apply the word impoftures to the addreffere, 
to account for their having been induced to addrefs. 
en any perfon thought another afted in the wrong, he 
w not a more civil way of telling him fo, than by affcr- 
that he had been impofed on and deluded. Thus it was 
.1, when bad meafures were carried on by bad Minifters, 
eclare, that the Prince upon the Throne had been delu- 
and deceived, and it had never yet been held, that fuch 
,uage was either indecent or unconftitutional ; he could 
therefore coriceive that his honourable and learned friend'a 
reffion had been fuch as conveyed any rudenefs in it to 
b who had figned any of the addreffes lately fent up to 
Majefty. That he difregarded the opinions of the peo- 
noman would imagine ; it had been the bufincfs of his 
to court popularity ; but there were circumftances in 
ch the people might err, and under fuch circumftances it 
inle an aft of duty to refiift them. That he was ready to 
\ them, and he thought it right to oppofe their madnefs, 
lad already fhewn by his conduft during the riots in 1780; 
whenever they, carried their paftions and prejudices to an 
erne equally dangerous, he would endeavour to ftem the 
cnt, and reftore peace and regularity. The voice of the 
pleought always to meet with attentioo,^ though it did' 
always equally claim obedience; as perfons who had a 
.4)f tbcir owa might be ^llqwed to e^ergifp that will even 

to 
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%G a certain clcf»rec of injury to thcmfelv^s, but not totkeir 
deftruftion. In the prcfcnt cafe, the people were deceived, 
Ihey were cauTing their own ruin, and therefore their mad- K 
ncfs ought to be oppofcd. If that Houfe failed in the prefeot 
;^rviggle^ and its dignity was infulted, its importance in the , 
Icale of the Conftitution would be weakened, and the priVN 
leges of the people fofFer. It was for the people, therefore, 
that fie was contending, and. in their caufe that he was com- 
bating ; nor would he believe, that the people were really 
adveric t^ his conduft ; tbofe who underftood the ground of 
the difpute, he was perfuaded, were wkh himr. In Wcft- 
miniler, for inftancc, where he lived, and was'mroft likely to 
know, he was fore he never had, in any period, the real, 
warm zeal and hearts of the people more than at prcfeflr. 
On a late occafion, it was true, there had been a meeting of 
bis conftituents, at which it wasimpoflible toJDe heard ; but 
then, when it was confidered that a noble Lord, whofe voice 
that Houfe well knew the found of, and who was himfclf an 
boft, was prefent, and prevented it, there would be no won- 
der at the circumftance, AUufions had been made in the 
^ouffe of the debate to the battle at Weftminfter, the battle 
at Hackney, and the battle at Reading. Thofe inglorioui 
tumults, he was perfuaded, did no good whatever ; of fuch 
petty warfare it might be faid, 

Cnmque fuperba faret Babylon fpolianda tropoeif 

Aafoniis, umbraquc erraret CralTus innlta, 

Bella geri placuit nullos habitura triumphos, i 

for there certainly was no triumph, let either party gain a 
Yiftory in fuch contefts, while the grand concerns of Europe 
were neglefted. He faid he had again expreffed his wifh for 
an tinion, whenever it could be brought about with fafety to 
the honour of thd Houfe, whenever the right honourable gen- 
tleman had taken the only ftep that could reinttate the Houfe 
in its former fituation in the Conftitution, when by his re- 
fignation and by his quitting his office in obedience to the 
opinion of that Houfe, he fhould have relinquiflied and aban- 
doned the unconftitutional ground upon which he fiood. .He 
wifhed therefore that there might be noafperity, no ▼iolencc, 
to rankle in the ntind, fo as to make an union imprafttcaWc. 
An honourable gentleman oppofite to him, (Commodore K. 
Stewart) he obferved, had chofen to fay, that his perfdnal 
love of power would prevent him from ever fufFering the go- 
vernment of the country to go on, unlefs he made a part of it. 
In a difcuffion where fclf was fomuch rfec obje£V, he faid he 

certainly 
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inlv would not difpUte with the honourable gentleman 
point, in which he muft have fo much the advantage* 
le fhould have imagined that the honourable gentlemao^ 
iering thofe with whom he lived, confidering thofe with 
n he was conne£ted, coniidering the mean^ which the 
urable gentleman knew to be the beft^catculated ibrob- 
ig perfonal power, the honourable gentleman might 
known, that had perfojfial pow^r been his objed, he might 
poiTelTcd it again and again, if he would have {looped 
opt fuch means as the honourable gentleman muft know 
>ccn repeatedly in his power to adopt. But if he had 
vilh for power, it was not that particular fjpecics of per* 
pawer for which he wilhed^ The whole conduft of bis 
the fituatipn in which he flood, connefted with a great 
mmerous body of men, whofe principle it was to a£l upon 
road extended baiis of ^public confidence, and not upoA 
irrx>w, pitiful, and deftruftive ground of private favour, 

prove the falfehood of every affertion, that pcrfonai 
r was his pbje£l, and that unlefs he obtained power upon 
cbnftitutional and public grounds, he never would ceafe 
tack the cxifting Adminiftration. It had hitherto beea 
kd againfl him that he fought with too Varge a phalanx, 
ie came with i'o great a body, and with fuch numerous 
Is, that no door was fcarce wide enough to admit them 
He thanked God that they were fo numerous that they 
aotfinda way through the paffage to power which vvasnow 
}ad to it, He did not therefore oppofe the prefent Admi- 
ition for the fake of perfonal power, he oppofed them 
t(e they flood upon the ground of fecret Influence, be- 

4hey flood upon the ground of the Iluufe of Lord« 
ft thcHoufe of Commons, be<caufe, by their counter 
? in office they fubvcrted e^very pxaftical principle of the 
:itQtion of the country^ Becaufe at a lime when a firm 
efficient Government was alone calculated to retrieve 
dttntry, they formed a Government that was weak, in- 
cnt and feeble. Whoever wifhed for the liberty of the 
litution, whoever wiftied for energy in government, 

equally unite in wifhing the removal of the prefent 
iniftration. He who was a whig, and carried the prin* ' 

of whiggifm to extremity, muft wilh it tqually with a 

who carried to an extreme the principles of toryifm. 
lig, who carried principles of whiggifm to an extreme,^ 
I be faid, in his cnthufiaftic, eager and glorious love of 
un, to forget the true balance of the Conflitution. H^. 

mjghr 
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might wifh to give more to the popular part of the Conftitn- 
tion than was coniiftent with a vigorous, efficacious, and ac- 
tive executive government. He might be faid to bcfojrt- 
gardlefs of the bleffings that liberty beftowed, as to worfhip 
bis favourite goddefs with fqch a fervour, though with whait 
he had ever thought a laudable zeal, as tocarry it to a degree 
of excefs prejudicial tofirmnefs and vigour. Let the extreme 
whig, however, forget vigour ever fo much, let him court 
liberty with the moft anxious eagernefs, he never could hope 
to obtain, nor to protect the darling objcft of all his a£tioos, 
without fupporting the weight that Houfe had held ia the 
Conftitution, without a fingle exception fince the rci^oiudoo. 
Confiftent with his principles, the extremfe whig muft wilh 
the deftrufiion of an Adminiftration formed in direScon&a- 
V diftion to every principle of conftitutional liberty, . Oatbe 
other hand, a tory, who carried his principles to an extreme, 
and he did not mean that mifled and deluded defcriptiosi of 
men, who had wiftied in the lall century to fupport the mit 
guided race of Stuart in all their wild pretenfion^ to divine, 
hereditary, indefeaiible right, and bad maintained their I 
doftrines with arguments drawn from the unconftitntional 
tyranny of the Houfe of Tudor, but thofe who reaibiied 
rationally, though rather perhaps to a degree of etceb upon 
their way of viewing the Conftitution, A tory, in the ex- 
treme principles of toryifm, might be faid to overlook the li- 
berty of the fubje£l in his defire of a vigorous, efficacioDS, 
and energetic Government. But however ftrong the biai 
of a tory might be to the extreme principle of his party, 1» 
muft agree with him in this, that there could be no enefgy, 
no vigour, no aftivity, no refponfibility, none of thofe ftnoog 
and powerful exertions v^hich he wiiked to promete, white 
the prefent Adminiftration remained. Such a tory muft fee, 
that, with the continuance, weaknefs, inefficiency, want of 
real, folid, and ufeful exertion, muft diftinguiih the executive 
power. The whig, therefore,* as well as the tory, and' the 
tory equally with the whig, however-oppofite their principleti 
although the one overlooked vigour in his fearch for liberty, 
and although the other might be faid to overlook liberty in hit 
fearch for a vigorous Government, both muft equally ngree^ 
that to attain their refpedively favourite and darling objtAs, 
the removal of the prefent Adminiftration was elTential, bc- 
caufe while they continued there was neither freedom of 
Conftitution nor energy of Government. The true, folid, 
^t^ uncontrovertible bafis^ upon which a firm, and ef&caciooi 
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Government was to be built, • was the confidence of tha^ 
Hou&. Every aft of Minifters, as he had faid again and 
again, was founded in confidence. Not in the mere abftrad: 
meaningof the word, but in the folid, adiual, and coniiant 
excrcife of fubftanti^l confidence. Was there no aft ncccf- 
fary in the prefent fituation of the country, either for the fup- 
poet of the public credit, the regulation of India, the conduft 
of foreign alliances^ or any other great and necciTary work 
calculated to fupport or retrieve the glory of the country ^ 
and he wasfurc, if there were vigorous and well-direftcd ex- 
ertions to thofe great and ncceilary objefts, there was yet 
enough of ilrength left to render the country great and im- 
portant amidf^ the nations that furround us ; but there was 
no one aft of this fort to which confidence was not eiTeniiaU 
iThe ipore that confidence could be extended, the more vigo- 
rous and eflfeftual would the mcafures of Miniflers be. For 
that reafbn he wifhcd to extend that confidence to the greateft 
degree poffible confiftent with the true, juft, and infallible 
principles of thp Confiitution, becaufc he knew, the more it 
was done, the more it would be poffible to aft in .the only 
manner capable of rendering this country powerful, eminent, 
uo^ refpeftable. Becaufe by fuch means he ihould be the 
fl[iore and more enabled to rilk popularity at every ftcp, by 
laying burthenfome but necefTary taxes^ and to aft with that 
firmoefs, that Intrepidity, that bold integrity, which was the 
opij folid ground upon which a Minifler could aft fo as to 

Eroauce real and effeftual advantage to the country. Great 
Qwever as this objeft was, he faid, he had rather run the 
rifqoe of all thofe difficulties, and depend upon the fame confi- 
dence t^iat he had hitherto experienced, than confent to any 
exteniion of it wjiich facrificed the very fir ft and vital princi- 
ples of the Confti^utionv Hedefired the right honourable 
gentleman qvcr ^g^iofl him, or any pf his friends, to point out 
a' tingle inftance, not only fincc thie acceffion of the Houfe of 
^runfwick, but fince the Revolution, where the Minifter of 
ttie C^own Md dared to retain bis fituation one moment after 
he h^^ lo.ft the confidence of that Houfe. He knew there 
vi[s^^ not one, ^nd. therefore, inftead of that glorious and fa- 
yq^ur^d period of hiftpry w|iich they revered and admired for 
the liberty apd the glqry they had experienced under it, 
wl^ich they revered fpr thofe illaftripus Princes of the Brunf- 
V^ick line, under whom they had enjoyed fo many blcffings, 
^jfid which tli^ey wifhed to hand down to the children and 
graad children,, aiwi gT^at grand children, of their prefent 
Voi,. XIII.. Cc gracious 
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gradous Monarch, and which, if the prcfent fyftem pre- 
vailed, were loll and gone to him, to them, and to 
thcmfelves for ever ; inftead of that glorious period, the 
adherents of the right honourable gentleman muft have 
recourfe to the accurfed and unfortunate period of that 
mifguided race, whofe lives were diiiinguifhed by an 
•uniform attempt to fubvert their liberties and overturn the 
Conftitution, Thofe were the only periods to which fuch 
as fupported the caufe of the fecret advifers of His Majeftj 
againft the reprefentatives of the people could have recoorfe. 
An honourable Baronet, who fpoke foroe time ago (Sir 
Richard Hill) and who frequently quoted the Bible, had, 
upon the prefent occafion, Mr. Fox obferved, chofen to en- 
tertain the Houfe with a quotation from 9 work of 9 4^^^. 
rent defcription, from a fatire of thogay and witty ]^rlp{ 
Rochefter. He begged leave to advife the honourably B^ok 
net, not for the fake of a temporary laugh, to raife in the 
ideas of all who heard him, the melancholy comparifon <^ 
the prefent moment, with that fad and difgraceful -aera, which 
though adorned with fome lively, witty, and even cIaiEca( 
writers, was marked by every thing unfavourable to liberty,, 
and fubverfive of the Conflitution. It had been at that asra,' 
that the Prince on the Throne, by the counfel of, fecret ad- 
vifers, oppofed and undervalued the fenfe of the Houfe of 
Commons 5 and when the Houfe endeavoured, by every ex- 
ertion of fpirit, to repeal thofe attempts by humble and duti- 
ful addrefles to the Throne, the King, tired and diigufted 
with Parliaments, in 168 1 diflblved his Parliament, and never 
called another during the remainder of his reign. The fpi- 
rit that arofe in the country, they all knew, ended in pro- 
ducing fubfequent Parliaments, not fubfervient to the Prince, 
iind in the end brought about the glorious Revolution, and 
drove from the Throne of England that unfortunate and 
mifguided r^ce, to whofe hiftory, and to whofe hiftory alone,' 
the right honourable gentleman and his friends were obliged 
to appeal for precedents to defend* his conduft, and juftify 
the fituation into which he had thrown his country. When 
they attempted to quote the hiftory of fucceedirig periods, 
they were under the neceffity of rriis-ftating every particular,' 
in order to make them anfwer their purpole. This had been 
done in a moft extraordinary manner by a learned gentleman - 
(thte Solicitor* General) in a former debate. The' learned 
gentleman had on that occafion ftated,' that the Houfe; in 
1701, had addrefied His Majefty King William, to remove 
Lord Somers, Lord Orford, Lord Halifax, and the Earl of- 
. . . Portiafnd 
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Portland from bis prefence and Councils for ever: that this 
addrefs v^s not complied with, and that the Houfe received 
no anfwer to it. : Neverthelefs, faid the learned gentleman, 
the Houfe went on to grant the fupplies exailly as if they 
had i^epofed the moft implicit confidence in thofe Miniflers. 
From thence the learned gentleman had inferred, that there 
was no ground for refufing the fupplies at prefent, becaufe 
there was a want* of confidence in Minifters. He muft beg 
leave, Mr. Fox faid, to remind that learnejl gentleman, that 

.he had either forgot the hiftory to which he alluded, or done 
what was worfe, wilfully mifreprefented it. The fa<ft was, 
at the time the addrefs alluded to had been voted, and fent , 

to the Throne^ the noblemen in queftion were no longer 
Minifters. They had been removed in 1700, and the ad- 
drefs was an addrefs requefting his Majefty to ftrike them ' 
out of the lift of Privy Counfellors. The money voted ia 
1701, and the fupplies that were granted, were not voted in 
confidence to the noble Lords alluded to, becaufe they were 
not Minifters at the time* The only allufion, therefore, 
that had been made by gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houfe to a former period, had been completely and abfo* 
lutely mifquoted. Indeed thofe gentlemen would find but 
little to their purpofe in thofe more happy and fortunate 
periods, when the liberty of this country had been protectee], 
cheriifaed, and maintained, in all that purity and vigour 
that had made us the wonder of the world. In thefe pe* 
riods, the Princes on the Throne had refpedled that Houfe, 
and rfieir firft and greateft glory had been to attend to its 
wiilies, and liflen to its advice. God forbid, he faid, that 
thofe fecret advifers of His Majefty fliould induce our prefent 

' gracious Sovereign to be the firft of his name, and of hi$ 
race, to negle£t the counfels, and turn afide from the advice 
of his faithful Commons; advice which had hitherto been 

. well taken, and ftridlly followed by every Prince of the 
houfe of Brunfwick, and the negledl of which would bring 
us back tp thofe dark, inglorious, and arbitrary periods of ^ 

our hiftory that he had fo often mentioned. The ground, 
the tinconftitutional ground, on which the prefent Admini- 
flration flood, was fo totally new, and fo abfolutely the con- 
trivance of the prefent Minifter, and of thofe advifers, of 
whom he hoped (for the fake of that right honourable genle- 
man's reputation) he was the tool and the dupe, that it was 
not poffible for him to forget what he had faid upon that 
fubjedl within a very ftiort period. He remembered, at the 
time when he differed from the noble Lord near him upon 
^ C c a public 
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public principles, when the Americah war Was the ftibjera ei 
debate, when he thought the continuance of that was ruinoos 
to the country, to have ajQs.ed the noble Lord, why he did tiklt 
quit a fituation, which he could no logger hold Cbilfifttntiy 
with the gbod of the coiintry. The noble Lord replied to bra^ 
that it was not bis aflertion that would induce him to <^it 
his fituation. But that a$ fdon as he fhould find that be iH) 
longer poffeffed the confidence of that Hoofe, he would ^it 
it. Mr. Fox declared, his reply to the noble Ldrd at that 
time was, " many thanks to him, fer doing what h^ cbttW 
not avoid ;" and he cohfefled at the time, he thought tfifc 
retort a good one : he did not at that tim^ knbw^ tb;ftt dfe 
noble Lord was fetting an example of conftitUpotial condiriS, 
which was very foon to be difregarded byjiis fucceflfor. , tte 
did not then know, that ihftead of making, what he ihm 
thought^ a good and folid ahfwer to the nbble Lord, hte Wft 
guiity of a grofs impertinence, for giving the noble Lotd tio 
merit nor praife, when he had fo much, by refilling et(hr¥ 
attempt that could be made to make him aft oortthiry to m 
principles of the Conftitution. He could noW fee> ihdeed, 
why the objedtions to the noble Lord> froitt Cettain qtiartieH, 
were fo ftrbng and viiididlive. The noble Lord WOuld not 
lend his name to thofe unconftitutibnal attempts of refiftihk 
the opinion of that Houfe, which had been fo ftrangely left 
to be the work of the right honourable gentltemAtt overagaiiift 
bim. Had the noble Lord chofett to adopt hiis theafuttes, hail 
he fet at defiance the firft- grapd principles bf our don^tti- 
tional freedom, he would have been applauded, whet^ He wis 
now reviled ; he would have been courted, where he was 
now perfecuted. Finding, therefore, that his beft thanb 
weiie due to the noble Lord, when he declak^ed that he WdUM 
refign, when he loft the confidence of that Houfe for a <fe- 
termination to a£l as he did, indeed in conformity to tiib 
Conftitution, inftead of the uncivil retOrt he theh made, life 
did now moft heartily beg pardon of his noble friend for his 
fhort-fighted and impertinent fpeech. Mr. Fox faid, he was 
fure, if either a diflblution of Parliament was to take place, 
or if a reform in the reprefeniation was to be effefled, he 
could have no objedion whatever to appeal either t6 a ne# 
Parliament, or to a reformed reprefentation, for he defied 
any perfon to ftate any difadvantage that would irife to the 
. prefcnt majority in that Houfe by either of thofe evwts. 
He did not mean to fay that there would not take place^ as 
at prefent, thofe fmall changes in numbers, 'which all who 

attended 
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ntbndecl to that Hbufe knew muft tafcfe place from atciden- 
tal circumftancesi but which did not, upon this Whole, efleti:- 
tiially cha^ilgc the defcription of individuals, of which either 
^e was compofed. If there was an alteration in the repc^ 
•ientation, by Adding to the county Members, he was not 
sfraid of any dimunition of numbers from that evetit. When 
lie- looked round him, when he recoUefted thofe of that dc- 
Icrtption who compofed the' prefeltit majority, he found a 
vwy great proportion of the reprefentatives of counties^ and 
aflother defcription of perfons equally refpe£table and equally 
independent, though not reprefenting counties ; he meant 
independent country gentlemen, who reprefented boroughs. 
If they #ere to be increafed, if Parliament wefe to be dif- 
iblved, did the gentlemen on the other fide of the Hoofb 
ttunk they would be benefited by fuch an alteration ? — N<v 
tjhe reverfe was the truth. He had examined every defcrip- 
tfeioa of perfons refpeftable for their reprefentation, refpeilablb 
jEm* their independence of fpirit, refpeftable for their love of 
the Conftitution, refpe£table for talents, zeal, and exertion^ 
ID that glorious caufe ; he had found it extremely diificult to 
4Ucover'an inflance of any clafs or denomination where any 
idiange, fuch as he had alluded to, could poffibly give a ma- 
jority to the prefent Adminiftration. At laft he had been 
;xble to lay his hand upon one fet of men, who, if they Were 
increafed^ would produce a change indeed in the (late of the 
majority in that Houfe. He meant thofe perfons who pro- 
cored their feats in that Houf<jby the favour of the Treafury. 
Jle*bclieved this was rather unparliamentary language; but 
be meant thofe perfons who had obtained their lituationi 
there by means of the noble Lord near him, thofe who had 
Cinder the Adminiftration, and by the favour of his noble 
JFriend, accumulated fplendid fortunes. Theie were the 
perfons, who, if increafed, might perliaps produce the eiFed: 
that the right honourable gentleman wifhed. It was upon 
thoTe men that he depended for fuppbrt ; while the increafe 
of fpirit, of independence, of refpeita^ility, would be of no 
]&vaU, the increafe of ingratitude, of defertion, of every thing 
toat could blacken and difgrace the charafter, would ferve 
"his purpofe. He took notice of what Sir William Wake 
liad fald relative to the American war having been gone 
Into from a falfe notion of preferving the dignity of that 
Houfe. That was, he faid, a miftake, the American war 
had not been more the war of that Houfe than of the other 
"branches of the Legiflature, but that Houfe had been the 
firft to fee its errors, and to put an end to the war. He 

alluded 
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alldded alfo to Sir William Dolben's having alked a few 
nights lince, if the prerogatives of the Crown were to be 
ferved up as a collation, like Sancho^s banqaet^ to feaft the 
eye alone, and not the appetite : he faid, he -by no noeans 
meant to deny that the prerogatives of the Crown ought to 
be fubflantial ; all that he contended for was, that the Honie 
of Conxmons, who granted 1 the public money in large fums 
to Minifters upon confidence, had a right, at ieaft, to have a 
negative voice in the appointment of thofe Minifters, He 
argued much at large upon the eventual efFeft either of the 
continuance of the prefent Adminiftration, or of the return 
of the laft into power ; and (hewed, that neither of the two 
would be able to carry on fo vigorous a government a$ the 
fituation of the country required : he therefore ftrongly re- 
commended an union, for the purpofe of forming aiirmi ef- 
ficient, extended, united Adminiftration, which mould eqcul- 
ly fliare the confidence of the Crown, and the confideoce of 
Parliament, He particularly infifled on the neceffity that 
the confidence of the Sovereign fhould be fairly participated; 
and after an ample difcuffion of the fubje^ of the addreiTcs 
prefented in Charles the Second's reign, and a comparifoQ 
between them and the addreffes lately prefented, and an infi- 
nite variety of arguments on general grounds, he returned 
to a confideration of the queftion, which he faid was abfo- 
lutely neceflary as a kind of falvo jure to gentlemen, before 
they could confent to vote the fupplies in the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs. After the queflion fhould be carried, and 
he trufted it would be carried by a confiderable majority, he 
. declared, he fliould'have no objeftion immediately to receive 
the report of the ordnance eftimate, and vote that fupply: 
but he begged to be perfedtly underfiood, as not by any 
means giving up the conflitutional right of that Houfe to 
flop fupplfes ; but as it was a queftion of infinite moment 
and alarm, he wifhed the Houfe to adopt every means of pro- 
crafti nation and of delay, to avoid coming to its decifion. 
The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe the moment Mr» Fbx 
Ewh/uc?.^ fat down, and fpoke fubftantially as follows : The right ho- 
nourable gentleman. Sir, has gone through fo vaft an cx- 
panfe of matter, he has embarked the Houfe in fo wide an 
ocean of politics, that it is impoffible for me to follow him 
'. ' through the whole courfe of his fpeech. I beg leave, how- 
ever, while both the Houfe and myfelf are frcfh in the rc- 
colle£lion of it, to prefs upon them again what the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himfeif^ at the clofe of hia fpeech^ has 

this 
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day at laft been driven to confefs, though I had long la- 
ed, and, as I began to fear, had laboured in vain, to 
ince^ him of it, namjely^ Sir, that if the right honour- 
gentleman and the noole Lord in the blue ribband fhould 
ki their fituation, fhould expel all His Majefty's prefent 
ifters, and refu^ne their old meafures, their reftoratioa 
Id not enfure the reftdration of peace, of happinefs, and 
ontent to this diftrafted country. The right honour- 
gentleman now confeiTes it ; and yet. Sir, he ought alio 
3nfefs, and to know and feel, that his prefent meafures 
Qoft direftly tend to the re-eftablifhment of that coali- 
te the certain exclufion of His Majefty's prefent Mi- 
rs, and to that very calamity which he himfelf now be- 
to dread, and with the dread of which, I had fo ftrenu- 
r. endeavoured to infpire the Houfe. Procraftination is 
become his plan. I wifh not to be underdood as calling 
w violent meafures ; but this I will fay, that merely to 
K)ri(c is no man's duty at the prefent moment : if, there- 
cyery violence is intended againft this Admini ft ration. 
It not keep the country in fufpenfe, but let us advance 
naen to the iflfue of this conteft ; the prefent queftion is 
: and feeble, compared to thofe which have gone before 
ind I dare fay, therefore, every gentleman muft expeft 
it will be without effeft. The right honourable gentle- 
» Sir, has appeared to-night in a charafter perfe£Hy new 
rHj but which he has fupported (as, indeed, he fupports 
f one of his charafters) with wonderful dexterity : he 
»-night the champion of the majority of this Houfe 
ift the voice of the people ; not the champion of any 
majority againft the; doubtful opinions and feeble 
\ of the people ; he has endeavoured, indeed, in this 
ew charafler, to depreciate, nay, and to calumniate the 
: of the people of England. Imppfture was the word 
by his learned friend ; the right honourable gentleman 
oves upon the idea, and tells you that iippofture was a 
ufed merely by way of civility ; it is by way of coii- 
sqting the people of England, that the right honourable 
eman fays their opinions are founded in impofture ; and 
by way of libelling thefe addreffes, and of libelling 
'eign, he recals to your mind the addreftes offered in the 
lous reign of King Charles the Second, afFefting to fur- 
the Houfe with a cafe fomewhat in point, and warning 
not to truft at all to the moft unanimous addreffes of 
eople of England, by fummarily mentioning thofe which^ 
oflfered to that Monarch, requefting the Crown to take 
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into its hands and protedlion the feverai charters of this coao-' 
try. Sir, 1 beg thefe alluiioas may not pafs off unexplaiaed} 
the cafe was this — After many cruel and fcandalout deci- 
lions in the courts againft chartered companies, in a fit of 
defperation, the ieveral corporations offered their charters t» 
the Crown^ as the only protection againft thi& tyranny ; and 
fhakl I hear this cited by way of libelling addreffes of thepeor 
pie at this time? I believe in truth. Sir, the right honour- 
able gentleman is furprifed and exafperated at the manly fpi'* 
rit of the people in thefe times, who will not wait till their 
charters are proftituted to the purpofes of Minifters, and then 
fefk relief by yielding them to the Crown ; but who boldly 
' refift the violation in the firft inftance, and who are as hardy 

in their reiiftance, as the right honourable gentleman has been 
hardy in his attack. But, fays the right honourable gende- 
ipan, how fhould the people underftand the India bill } Do 
they' know all the abufes in India ? True, Sir, the people*^ ! 
may not have read all your voluminous reports, neither, per* 
, haps, have one half of the members of this Houfe read th^m: 
but. Sir, they know that no abufes in India, that the very 
lofs of India, that the annihilation of India, could not com- 
penfate for the ruin of this cooftitution. The plain fenfeof 
this country could fee that objeAion to the India bill, which 
I could never perfuadc the right honourable gentlemaui to 
advert to ; they could fee, that it raifed up a new power lO 
this Conftitution, that it ftripped at once the Crown of its 
prerogative, and the people of their chartered rights, and that 
it created that right honourable gentlenuin to be the ^iiQiatoi 
of his King and his country. But, Sir, the right honov^ 
able gentleman ventures ftill to deny that the addrefles have 
fofiiciently marked what is the opioioil of the people, and 
then he talks Of battles at Reading, ^f battles at Hackney, 
and battles at Weftmipfter. At Reading, Sir, I underftand 
there was no battle ; the country addrefted unanimouftv 
againft the opinion and in the face of its members, althou^ 
the honourable member (Major Hartley) affures you bow fit 
exerted his oratory to deprecate the addrefs. As for Hadt- 
ney, I behold oyer againft me a moft valiant chieftain, (Mr^ 
Byng) whoisjuft leturned froai that field of Mars^^ whojb 
brow,, indeed, is not, as before, adorned with theibaileof 
vifiory, but from whofe mouth I doubt not we fhalt hear a 
faithful, ralthough, alas ! Sir, a moft lamentable hiftory of 
that unfortunate flight and defeat. Whether at Weftmiafier 
it is fufficient proof of vi£lory to fay, ** The people wquld 
not even heai; me -," whether that right honourable gentle- 
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taan, who* once could charm the multitticle into the moft ftHl 
admiration of hit eloqaence, and into iiient gratitude for bis 

. cxertioni in the caufc of freedom^ and of his country { whe« 
ther hCy the Champion bf the people, once empbaticall/ 
aamed the Man of the people^ is now content with the exe- 
crations of thofe multitudes, who once perhaps too much 
idored him ; whether, in fhort, Sir, the foaorons voice of 
oay noble friend was a boft itfelf, or whether it might not 
have become a hoft by being joined to the voices of the hoft 
aitrond him ; all thefe are points I will not decide : but fure 
I am, that the right honourable gentleman will not perfuade 
mr, that the voice of the people is with him, if Weftminftet 
is his only example. ^ There is one thing the right honour* 
able gentleman proves merely by ftrong affirmations, to 
which, therefore, I can only oppofe affirmations as ftrong. 
on my part : he fays, his late majorities have been compofed 
of men the moft independent in their principles, refpectaUe 
in their fit nations, anid honourable for their conne£lions ; I 
can only affirm as roundly in anfwer, that the minority is by 
no means inferior to them, in point either of principles, of re* 
ijpeAability, or of independence. Having thus difpofed of the . 
people and of the minority in the Houfe of Commons, large 
M it certainly is, the ri^ht honourable gentleman proceeds next 
to difpofe of the majority in the Houfe of Lords, and he denies 
that ^hey were refpeAable. ^ Sir, if the right honofirable gen- 

. tleman will trouble himfelf with this kind of calculation, I 
am not afraid to match the majority there againft the minO-^ 
rity^ either on the fcore of independence, of property, of 
long hereditary honours, of knowledge of the law apd the 
^nnitution, or on the fcore of any thing that can give refpeft 
and dignity to peerage. And, Mr. Speaker, when I look 
siear me, (lookmg at Mr. Pratt) when I fee near whom I ^ 
am now ftanding, Fam not afraid to place in the front of 
that battle, for at that battle the noble Peer whom I allude 
to, was hot afraid to buckle on his old armour, and march 
forth, as if infpired with his youthful vigour, to the charge ; 
1 fay, Sir, I am not afraid to place foremoft, at the head^ 
and in the very front of that battle, that noble and illuftrious 
Peer, venerable as he is for his years, venerable for his abi* 
lities, adored and venerate^ throujgb this country on account 
•f his veneration for this glorious Conftitution, high in rank 
and honour, pofleffing, as he docs, in thefe tumultuous times, 
an equanimity and dignity of mind that render him infinite- 
ly fuperior to that wretched party fpirit, with which the 
,yoL.XIII. Dd worM 
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world may fancy ui to be infeded. But, Sir> I am csgrriiJ 
atyay too far ; my warm admiratiof) of die fobj^ft has im* 
Tied me into exprel&ons, perhaps^ not perfedly becomiog 
the ftriftnefa of this debate. The point which I fkoold pas* 
licularly fpeak to, and the great fubjeft of contention betwesa 
vs, is, whether I {hall refign^ in order afterwards te rttiim 
into oflSiee ; and the example of the noUe Lord m. the bitts 
ribband is held out for my imitation ; for he, it is faid, is 
willing ito facriiice his perfonal pretenfions for the fake ef 
unanimity — Good God ! Mr. Speaker, can any thtii^ thai 
I have faid, fubje£l me to be branded with the in^utatioa cf 
preferring my perfonal fituatioa to the public happioeft. 
Sir, I have declared again and again, only prove to me that 
there is any reafonaUe hope, {hew me bot the moft.diftant 
. prorpe£V, that my refignation will at alt contribute to refbrs 
peage and happinefs to the country, and I will infkaotlf ro« 
iign. But, Sir, I declare at the famre time, I will not be in* 
duced to refign as a preliminary to negociation, I will not 
abandon this (kuation, in order to throw myfelf upon the 
mercy of that right honourable gentleman. He calls mt 
, now a mere nominal Minifler^ the mere puppet of fecret to* 
fluence* Sir, it is becsufe I will not bec6mc a mere noroi* 
jsal Miniiter of his creation ; it is becapfe 1 diidain ta be* 
come the puppet of that right honourable gentleman that 
l will not reugn ; neither {hall his contemptuous expref* 
fions provoke me to reiignation ; my own honour and re* 
putation I never will refign ; that I am now ftanding aa 
the rotten ground of fecret in^uence, I will not allow ;- nei- 
ther will I quit this ground, in order to put myfelf, ;^ he 
calls it, under the proteflion of that right honourable geo* 
tieman, in order to accept of my nomination at his handi^ 
and in order' to become a poor felf^condemned, helplefs, un- 
profitable Minifter in his train, a Miniiler^ perhaps fonie 
way ferviceable to that right honourable gemlemany but t»* 
tally unfcrviceable to my King and to my country. If J 
have, indeed, fubmitted to become the puppet and mioios ' 
of the Crown, why fhould that right honourable gen^cieroan 
condefcend to receive me into bis band ? But it feems, Sir, 
that I have too much of the perfonal confidence of my .So- 
vereign, and that I muft refign, in order to return into Ad* 
miniftration, having only an equal fhare of it with othen* 
But, Sir, the right honourable gentleman knows that my ap- 
pointment would, in that cafe, be only as a piece of panch* 
meat. Admit that I have more than my fliare of the King^s. 
4 coo* 
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teiffidenc?e^ y^t how is my being out of office two days td 
tnAe any diminution of that confidence ? The right ho* 
riiottrable gentleman, therefore, every moment contradicts 
kis lown principles, and he knows that if I were firft to re- 
. fign^ in the forlorn hope of returning as an efficient Mi^ 
infter into Adminiftration, I (hould become the mere fport 
anH ridicule of my <^ponents$ nay, and forfeit alfo the 
good opinion of thofe by whofe independent fupport I ani 
now honoured; for when I (hall have facrificed rhy reputa« 
tibn for that fupport which I am told (hall arife to me from 
Ihat right honourable gentleman's protection, when I (hall 
hate bartered my honour for his great connections, what 
flkall I becdme but the flave of his connections;, the fport 
ftnd tool of a party, for a while, perhaps the Minifter 
Appointed by that party, but no longer ufeful to my coun- 
try, or myfelf independent. 

' The right honourable gentleman tells you, Sir, that he 
jneans not to ftop the fupplies again to-night, but that he 
fliall only poftpone them occafionally. He has (topped them 
boce, becaufe the King did not liften to the voice of his 
Cdm'mons, he now ceafes to ftop them though the fame 
ctiife does not ceafe to exift. Now, Sir, what is all this 
%ttt a mere ufelefs bravado, a bravado calculated to alarm 
the country, but totally inefieCtual for the objeCt of which 
it'was intended—* I grant, indeed, with him, that if all the 
fhoiiey deftined to pay the public creditors is vote J, one. 
grcfat part of the miichief is. avoided. But, Sir, let not 
this Houfe think it a fmall t^hing to ftop the money for all 
public fetvices, let us not think that while fuch prodigious 
fnms of money flow into the public coflers, without being 
fuffered to flow out again, the circulation of wealth in the 
country will not be ftopped, nor the public credit afieCted. 
It has oeen faid indeed, " ho'W is it poffible that Parlia- 
ment ihould truft public money in the hands of thofe in 
whom they have exprefsly declared they cannot confide ?" 
Is there any thing then in my character fo flagitious, am I 
the chief Minifter of the Treafury fo fufpeCled of alienating 
the public money to my own, or to any indecent purpofes, 
that I am not to be trufted with the ordinary iflues ? (fome 
gentlemen cried no, no.) Mr. Pitt replied, why, then, Sir, 
if they renounce the imputation let them renounce the ar- 

J^ument, By what I am now going to fay, perhaps 1 may 
ubjeCl myfelf to the invidious imputation of being the Mi« 
ntfterand friend of prerogative ; but. Sir, notwithftanding 
ihofb terms of obloquy with which I am aflaikd, I will 
D d a not 



;|»4 . PARLIAMENTARY K.iM 

not (brink from avowing myfelf the friend of the King^f 
juft prerogative. Prerogative, Sir, has been juftly called 
a part of the rights of the people, and fure I am it U a 
part of their rights, which the people were never mom 
difpofed to defend, of which they never were more jealous 
than at this hour. Grant only this, that this Home has 
a negacive in the appointment of Minifters, and you tranf* 
^lant the executive power into this Houfe. Sir, I (hall call 
upon gentlemen to fpeak out, let them not cometojefi>« 
lution after refolution, without ever dating the grounds on 
which they a£l; for there is nothing more dangerous among 
mixed powers than that one branch of the Legiflature 
ihould attack another by means of hints and auxiliary ^t^ 
|[uments, urged only in debate, without daring to avow the 
dirtSt grounds on which you go, and without ftating in 
plain terms on the face of your refolutions, what are you^ 
•motives, and what are your principles which lead you to 
come to fuch refolutions. Above all. Sir, let this Houfe 
beware of fuifering any individual to involve his own caufe 
and to interweave his own interefts in the refolutions of the. 
Houfe of Commons^ The dignity of the Houfe is for evet 
appealed to ; let us beware that it is not the dignity of anj 
fet of men, let us beware that perfonal prejudices have no 
fliare in deciding thefe great conftitutional que(tion& The 
right honourable gentleman is pofTefTed of thofe enchanting 
arts v^hereby he can give grace to deformity ; be holds before 
yopi eyes a beautiful and delufive image ; he pulhes it for* 
ward to your obfervation, but as fure as you einbrace it, the 

ftleafing vifion will vanifh away, and this fair phantom of 
iberty will be fucceeded by anarchy, confufion, and ruin to 
this Conftitution. For in truth. Sir, if the conft^tutioi^ai in« 
dependence of the Crown is thus reduced to the very verge 
of annihilation, where is the boafted eqaipoife of tmi 
Conftitution ? Where is that balance among the three 
branches of the Legiflature which our anceftors have mear 
fured out to each with fo much precifion i Where is the 
independence -«- nay where even is the fafety of any one 
prerogative of the Crown, or even of the Crown itfelf, if 
jts prerogative of naming Minifters is to be ufu^ ped ^ this 
Jioufe, pr if, (which is precifely the fame thing) its P0ipi» 
liation of them is to be negatived by us without ftating 
any one ground of diftruft in the men, and without fuffer* 
ing purfelves to have any experience of their meafure^f 
Preadfuli tbercfqrei as the cpnflift ijp, my confcieuce, my 
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4ntjf my fixed regard for the conl&tution of our anceftort, 
maintain me ftiil in this arduous fituation— -It is not any 
jMTOud contempt, or defiance of the conftitutional refolu* 
tions of this Houfe; it is no perfonal point of honour^ 
BiUch lefs is it any luft of power that makes me ftill cling 
to ofiice ; the fituation of the times requires of me, and 
i will 'add, the country cdlls aloud to me, that I fhould 
defend this caftle, and I am determined therefore, I will 
yet defend it. 

* Mr. Sheridan warmly fupported the motion, and niade a 
fpeech full of pointed iatire, ' - 

Sir Cccii IVray faid, he was extremely furprifed at what sJrC«c* 
h^d lately fallen from his colleague (Mr. Fox) who had faid Wnjr^ 
fo much relative to the great applaufe he had received from 
his conftituents* Does the right honourable gentleman 
flsean to plume himfelf on having been hifTed and hoote4 
1>y his conftituents ? For hifies and fimilar marks of difap« 
probation mud have been confidered by him as marks of 
•spplaufe. Sir Cecil then faid, he was juft come from a re- 
fpe£iable meeing of his conftituents, where he had been 
informed that the addrefs againft the late Adminiftr^tion 
was figned by no lefs than five thoufaixd odd hundred elec* 
tors of Weftminfter* 

I^rd Mahon then ro{b. He faid that he (hould indeed uiMahoa. 
bave been as much furprifed as the worthy Baronet who 
fpoke laft appeared to have been, at what had fell from the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) relative to the ge- 
neral meeting held in Weftminfter Hall on Saturday laft; 
if any thing that could be aiTerted, by that righjt hon. gentle* 
man in that Houfe, could ever create in his mind any fenfa- 
tion whatever of furprize. He did not, be faid, think it decent 
to contradiA the right hpn. gentleman, becaufe he could not 
give him as dire£l and Jlat a contradidlion as he deferved to 
receive on that fubje£i, without his doing it in terms which 
would not be decent to ufe in that aiTembly ; neither did he 
think it deceut to make any contraft or comparifon between 
the credit due to Mr.. Fox and the credit which all men, of all 
fides, allowed to be due to the worthy baronet who had juft 
{at down, and who was, in his opinion, as well as in the opi«> 
nion of the public, one of the mpft uptight, one of the moft 
virtuous, one of the moft honourable and independent men^ 
•of the moft unblemifhed public (as well as private) inte- 
grity, and unqueftionable veracity, of any of the fairefl: 
and pureft characters who were then fitting, or who, in 

the 
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tlie pmch times of the Englifh hi^ory, had krer fat in tiak 
Houfe» He would not bring fuch a witneis to contradid' 
the bold afiertions of the right honourabte gentleman ^ but 
he would ufe the very words of the right honourable gen- 
tleman^ in order to make thofe words contradid what tiic ' 
fight bonoivable gentleman bad juft faid himfelf. It'Wtt' 
not the firft time that he had^ in that Houfe made the right 
honourable gentleman contradi£l himfelf out of his otm 
mouth; neither would it probably be the laft — The right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, on that day, made 
the rounded and moil unqualified declaration which he had 
ever heard made in that Houfe i the moft wonderful and 
extraordinary of all the wonderful and extraordinary dedb* 
fatkms which had ever been made even bj the right fao^ 
tKMirable gentleman himfelf* The words oi the right hok 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) as he had taken them dowu 
were thefe, ^< I am fure that as to Weftroinfter, I nevct 
hady at any period, more the real, warm zeal, and hearti 
ef the people, than I have in the prefent moment.*' Tht' 
light honourable gentleman, when he thought proper to 
make this unaccountable declaration, had undoubtedly for- 
got, that in the fame fpeech he had faid but a few minutes 
before^ that << he got great unpopularity by the warm and 
^Mrided fapport which he had given to the tax upon receipts; 
and that he had alfo been tendered unpopular by the ideas 
which the public had taken up relative to hisEaft-India bS^ 
which it was impoffible for the people to underftand.**' The 
right honourable gentleman had undoubtedly forgot, that 
he had, in the fame fpeech, owned and afierted, that *• bil 
coalition with the noble Lord in the blue ribband bad pro* 
diiced to him great unpopularity, great odium, and great 
obloquy.** Does popularity then confiftin *« unpopularity?^ 
Does the right honourable gentleman pofTefs' more than 
ever he formerly poffefled, •* the real warm zeal and hearts 
of the people;'* becaufe his fcandalous and unprincipled 
condu£l has raifed up againft him ^< great odium and gteat 
obloquy ?** Does he mean to take groans for applatife, and 
hifles for approbation ? There was a time when the right 
honourable gentleman did, in a very great degree pofleft 
the confidence of the people. There was a time, when 
what fell from him in numerous and popula.* aflembKei^ 
fell with that weight, and was attended to with that filence 
OTd refpe£l, as if an oracle had been fpeaking, Why? Be* 
caufe the public at that time fondly believed him to be their 

friend««« 
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iknd -^ Becaufe they cre4uloafl»y thought he was fightlog 
icir battles^ and becaufe they thought he. was a£ting as a 
nftUngj^ but (incere and honeft tribiincof the people* But 
BW mens eyes are^ opened -^^ He is no longer feea in the 
^ of a tribane of the people, becaufe he has lately at« 
iii^ed to raife himfelf abore the free conftitutioa of his 
Hintry, by afpiring to the fituation of an abfolute diftator* 
^ the right honourable gentleman, in Weftminfter Hall, 
A Saturday, receive the fame kind of applaufe as the right 
ftnourable gentleman had received in the fame place three 
nws before ? The right honourable gentleman afiay, if he 
kes it, confider die reception he met with laft Saturday 
019 his conftituents, as marks of their love, refpcd, and 
iprobation ; but what were thoSe marks of approbatioa i 
he general execration of the people wViom he had d^ceir* 
U ^ The real and warm zeal of the people'' was, it is 
Me, exprefifed on that day; but in what words? In the 
09t but expreffive words of No Coalition) — No Receipt 
ax 1 — No India Bill ! — and in words ftill mor^ honour*- 
lie, and ftill more perfonally flattering to the right ho- 
mrable gentleman, of <* No Grand Mogul !— -No India 
yrant ! — No Ufurper ! — No Turncoat I -r- No Trai* 
rj — No Dilator i _ No Cataline i** If fuch be the po* 
ilarity which is coveted by the right honourable geatl<;« 
ao^ and if fuch be the marks of approbation of v^ich 
^ boafts, long may he enjoy that popularity, and lon^^ 
ay he receive fuch convincing marks of approbation**-^ 
were better, however, that he did not deferve them — 
Uch has been faid in this Houfe, of the fonorous voice 
a noble Lord, who, Mr. Fox fays, is himfelf an hoft« 
ij^ true,, that hoft was prefent at that popular .afiembly— 
bat hoft, however, did not .join his voice in that fcurrn 
Its language, but that hoft had ears to hear It-— That hoft 
ioA hear the right honourable gentleman, till the huftings, 
lieh had been ill erefted by Mr. Fox*s friends,. broke 
wn — It-was conlidered a pantomime trick of fome h(H 
4irable friend of the right honourable gentleman, thoi^fa ^ 
was not known exadily from what farce it had be^ 
lien. The worthy Baronet (Sir Cecil Wray) was oh the 
Id of battle with the right honourable gentlen^an. (Mr« 
»x) in the forenoon of that day) the worthy baronet was 
b on the field of battle in the afternoon* The right ho- 
arable gentleman who. appears,^ or rather ztfcGts to ap« 
WTy fa extremely well fatisfied with the fplendid itegree 
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f>f popularity which he now enjoys, mentioned that popa-i- 
larity at the end, not at the beginning of his fpeech« He 
did right not to mention it at the beginning of his fpeecb, 
for it could not be what was uppermoft in his mind. At 
the beginning of his fpeech, he talked of his own unpopa» 
larity, he rep^eated what a learned friend of his had faid iii 
a former debate, ^^^ that the prefent addrefles and opinions 
of the people were founded on impofture." in the be^ 
ginning of his fpeech, he had the ai rogance and Infolence 
to declare, that he ^^ thought it his duty to oppofe the 
madnefs of the people, when he differs from them in opi« 
Bion/* This is the conftitutional and decent language of 
the Man of the People, held in the prcfence of their rcprc-- 
iientatives in that Houfe ! But let the right honourable gen* 
tleman have the goodnefs to tell the Houfe why he is fo 
eager in the prefent moment to oppofe what he is modeftly 
pleafed to call <^ the madnefs of the people C' if he him* 
lelf never ppfTefTed to a gceater degree than he does at 
prefent <^ the real warni zeal and hearts of ^ the peopled* 
The colleauge of the right honourable gentleman has juft. 
informed the Houfe of the prodigious number of figna- 
tures of the real eleflors of Weftminfter, which arc al«t 
ready contained in the addrefs of thanks to his Maiefty for 
having difmifled his late obnoxious and unpopular Minifters^ 
of which that right honourable gentleman himfelf was one*. 
Let Mr. Fox again after this tell the Houfe, if he dares to 
do it, that he is fure that his perfonal popularity ftands as. 
high as ever-— Let him dare to tell the Houfe in the nil* 
warrantable language of his advertifement, figned C, J.^ 
Fox, that at the late WeAminfler meeting, he carried every 
' thing before him by a majority of at leaft fix to one ; when he- 
himfelf has, in this Houfe, on this day pofitively declared^ 
that thofe even who were very near him in the Hall, could not 
diftinguifli one word that was faid by him or by any of his 
friends. What he moved or what they moved was confe* 
quently not heard by the many thoufand ele£tors then and 
there prefent, who tipd therefore no opportunity of aflent* 
ing to or diflenting from what was propofed by Mr. Fox» 
Therefore Mr. Fox draws the folk)wing clofe and logical 
condufion. Becaufe the motions were not heard, becaufe 
the purport of them could not be underftood, and becaufe 
the objeft of them could not be known by even one in one 
hundred in the affembly i therefore the right honourable 

. gently. 
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gentleman ventures to aflfert, that thofe motions were ap- 
proved of and carried by a majority of at leaft fix to one. 
Such an aflertion does not deferve refutation, fuch an af- 
fertion only defcrves contempt. The right honourable 
gentleman boafts of this viftory .^^ Let him do fo — And^ 
as long as he abandons his public principles, as long as he 
breaks his promifes to the people of England, and as long as 
he continues his violent attacks on the Conftitution, and his 
defperate attempts againft the public credit of this country, 
and endeavours by the moft unwarrantable means to throw 
the whole country into complete confufion ; may the right 
hon. gentleman never obtain any other fpecies of viftory 
than that which he has fo lately obtained in Weftminfter ! 

On the queftion the numbers were, Ayes, 197 } Noes, 
177 ; majority, ao. 

While the majority were in the lobby, Mr.Fox faid, it was 
the idea of gentlemen who ftood near him, that in confe-^ 
quence of the high language which had been held in the de- 
bate, an addrefs fhould be propofed on the motion* The 
xnembers joined in an unanimous declaration of Hear him ! 
He then faid, that if it met with their approbation, he would 
move it after the determination of this queftion, and that 
it ihould be carried up to the Throne by the whole Houfe. 
, They joined in the fame general (hout on this propofi^ 
tion alfo. 

When the numbers were declared, Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt 
Tofe together, and their friends, in prelling for their refpec- 
tive- leader, were loud. A good deal of clamour enfued. At 
. length Mr. Pitt faid, that it amounted exaiilly to the fame Mr»Pitt.j: 
thing, whether the fenfe of the Houfe was talcen on his mo- 
tion for the Speaker to leave the chair, or on the motion for 
the addrefs, which he underftood the right honourable gen* 
tleman was about to propofe. He therefore yielded the point. 

Mr. Fox then faid, that as the right honourable gentleman Mr.Faxi; 
and his friends had met the refolution of that day with a high 
language, and had treated the Houfe in every refpefk fo 
cavaliprlv, it was the idea of the gentlemen witb whom he 
• Kad the nonour to aft, that a motion fliould be made, with* 
t)iit farther delay, for an addrefs to the Throne on the refor 
lution of that day, and that it fliould be prefented by the 
whole Houfe. He entered fhortly into the fituation into 
which the obftinacy of Mr. Pitt had brought the Houfe, 
and concluded with moving for an addrefs to the King in the 
words of the refolution. 

The honourable Charles Marfliam feconded the motion. 

Vol. XIII. E e Mr. 
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Mr.Powys. Mr. Powys faid, he was truly forry that the right honoura- 
ble gentleman had forced the Houfe to the harfh meafure now 
propofed. He had had fufEeient time : they had ftiewn every 
indulgence. But he was forry to fay that the difpofition to 
union did not appear to be reciprocal. He conceived the pre- 
fent ftep to be abfblutely neceffary. They were no longer a 
branch of the Legiflature, if they fubmitted to the arrogant 
contempt of their authority which had been ihewn by Mi- 
nifters. 

Mr. Wil- ]^j. fj/illerforce defired his honourable friend (Mr. Powys) 
to reconcile his prefent opinion with that which he had for- 
merly gi>^en, that it would be unbecoming in Mr. Pitt to go, 
out with a halter about his neck> and negociate foe place 
again. 

Mf. P»wy«, Mr. Rowys declared that his language had never been ar»- 
^ biguous. He left ambiguity for men who had finifter pur- 
pofes. His heart was in his words. He had never faid that 
Mr. Pitt^could difgrace himfelf by paying refpedl: to the fo- 
lemn fenfe of that Houfe. He was no enemy, but a. friend 
of Mr. Pitt. He wiihed to fee him make a part of the new 
' Miniftry. It was the defign of no n>en to exclude him ; but 
at the fame time it was his opinion that tlie lofs would be 
fmaller to his country if he were to retife at this time ako- 
gether, than to continue in fetting up ideal pundhilios to the 
facrifice of the dignity, and extinftion of the utility of that 
Houfe. Mr. Pitt could not be difgraced by negociating with 
Mr. Fox. He could only be difjgraced by a furly and fuperci- 
lious contempt of the opinion ot that Houfe. 

-Mr. H. Mr. H, Dundas entered at confiderable length into the quef- 

P&A^M. jion, and urged the impropriety of moving fo harfh a propo- 
fition after two o'clock in the morning. Time and ijntima- 
tion ought to be given ; it was a mofl folemn difcuflion ; for 
in his confcience he believed that it put a final end to every 
profpedl of union. Gentlemen talked of the moderation of 
their conduft, of tlieir wifhes for union, of their temper, 
forbearance, and candour, while at the fame time they pufh« 
ed fo harfh a queAion as this at fuch an hour. He had ob«. 
jefled to their previous meafures, becaufe he confidered them 
as hoftile to the end which they profefled to have in. view; 
an<l this he confidered as the completion of the j^M^liitions 
which they had already pafled. He faid he had tabdtired mofl 
ftrenuoufly for an union. He had exerted every nerve and 
all his influence to bring it about. He wifhed to heaven that 
the reiolutions had been of another completion, and more 
moderate than they were. He faid that gentlemen ought at 

kafl 
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Jeaft to poftpone the queftion. They ought not to put union 
out of our reach ; and he thought that this addrefs would do 
it effedually. 

Mr. Lee made a long fpeech, in which he declared that the Mr. Ua 
Houfe of Commons was extinft — it was dead and buried if 
they did not manifeft their authority. It was their office and 
duty to declare their opinion of Miniflersj but of what avail 
was their opinion, if they could not give authority to their 
refolutions? The queftion was for their exiftence. ' He allu- 
ded to thecondu6l of Minifters, and the clamour which they 
had fet^up in the country againft tile India bill — a clamour 
which was confined to affertion and ridicule, and he had by 
accident contributed to the greateft jpart of the ridicule, as 
well as of the wit and argument, that had- been ufed 
againft it. 

The honourable Mr. VUliers made his firft fpeech, and The Hon. 
fpoke in favour of Minifters, The oppofition wiflied, he ^''^iiiicr 
laid, to crufli his right honourable friend, and to make him 
a cypher in the Adminiftratipn which they were to form. 

Mr. Rolle alfo fpoke againft the motion : it was unexpec- Mr. Rollc 
ted, i*e faid : it had not been intimated nor fuppofed ; and 
the Houfe was to he taken by furprife. It was not confiftent 
with the declarations which fome of the prefent fupporters 
of it had formerly made , but they had fliewn themfelves to 
be political weathercocks. 

' The honourable Charles Mar/ham took notice of this ex- The Hon, 
preflion. Was he a political weathercock, becaufe he fup- ?' ^ '* 
ported the Houfe of Commons againft thepundiilios of Mr. 
Pitt ? Becaufe he ceafed to vote with him on his ftanding in 
oppofition to their declared fenfe ? What muft men of inde- 
penclence, who underwent the laborious duties of that Houfe 
for the fake only of the public, think of fuch a conduct as 
the light honourable gentleman had been pleafed to hold? 
They muft, with all their predile6lion for him, give the pre- 
ference to where it was due — to the dignity, the fupport, 
the efficacy, and the independence of that Houfe. 

Mr. Ctfi^tffilfo fpoke in anfwer to an aflertion of Mr. Rolle's, Mr. Coltf. 
refpefting the refolution which he moved ; and he faid that 
no maA: ftiould tell him that the calamities that might flow 
from t^jtvpreient interregnum were to be afcribed to him for 
making that motion ; they were to be afcribed to thofe Mini- 
fters who dared to ftand up in proud oppofition to the voice of 
riie Houfe oi Commons/ 
' Governor Johnjlone fpoke in vehement terms : he faid he Oovernor 
fcad all along called Pfi the>gentlemen to come to an addrefs ; J^'^n^^«^«- 

2^ Z - but 
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but now he muft blame them, for they had come to' it at a 
fbameful hour, and after the ftrangers were removed from 
the gallery, that the proceeding might not come to the pub^ 
lie eye. It was well that they had moved for ftrangers to 
withdraw. He alluded to what Mr. Lee had faid of the ri- 
dicule which had been thrown on the India bill, in confe- / 
quence of the mifreprefentation of a paragraph in his fpeech, 
and he defired him to ftate the expreflion over again, that it 
flight be fairly underftood. Gentlemen talked of their tem- 
per, their moderation, confcience, and all the other tricks of' 
profeffions^ and yet they proceeded to this hafty and violeni 
flep, 
. Ppx. Mr. Fox faid, that as they complained that the prefent mo* 
tion was likely to be a bar to union, and that it would be 
wife at leaft to poftpone it, he, who had through the whole 
of this moft alarming conteft fliewn himfelf to be a frien4 
to moderation, would inform them, that if the right honou- 
rable gentleman, or the learned gentleman, or any other 
member in the immediate frien^fliip and confidence of the. 
Minifter, would rife and fay, that by the poftponement of the 
jnotion till Monday, the fmalleft particle of benefit could 
arife, or that thereby any thing like a promotion of union 
might be obtained, he would moft chearfuUy entreat the 
Houfe for leave to withdraw his motion. 

No member rofe to give the defired fatisfaftion. 
'he Solici- The Solicitor General made a long fpeech, in which he traced 
ir General, ^ij^ refolutious from their origin, and called all along for in- 
formation, at what time it was that Miniflers became uncon- 
flitutional, by which the country gentlemen had been drawn 
from their fxde to vote againft them. The country gentles- 
men had been feduced by the idea of forming a broad and ex- 
tenfive Adminiftration ; but now it was beginning to appear 
that it would end in what he had always fuipefted, a chi^oge 
pf the prefent for the old fet of men, without any union. 
Sir Robert Srnyth fpoke for the Miniftry. 
4. North, Lord North faid, that Mr, Duqdas had declared, that the- 
carrying an addrefs to the Throne would be th6 means of 
putting an entire end to the hopes of union ; but wheil Mr, 
Fox offered, that if he or any other gentleman would rife 
and fay, that by putting it off till Monday, any thing like 
union aiiglit be obtained, or any fort of advantage, the 
learned gentleman fat ftill. It was therefore evident, he did 
pot think that the paffing of the addrefs that night did put 
any farther bar to union than the refolutions already pafled 
had done, Hp defired it to be fo underftoo4 

^ Mr, 
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Mr. Henry Dundas fard, he did not think there could be Mr. H. 
any great difference between moving it to-night and on Mon- Dundas. 
day. He could not prefume to pledge himfelf to the bring- 
ing about an union. After feeing that the many gentlemen 
of independence, who ha'd undertaken to promote union, 
bad been fo defedtive and unfuccefsful in their meafures, he 
IK>uId not prefume to venture on that olio which fo many 
^bler cooks had fpoiled. 

.. tAr. Poivys thanked Mr. Fo^ for the very manly conduft Mr.Powyt. 
lirhic)i he held. His moderation would eftablifli his chatac- 
tsr among all thinking men, But he declared, that as the 
motion was made, unlefs fome perfon on the other fide would 
rife, and move to adjourn, he could not confent to the mo-^ 
tion being withdrawn. If any gentleman did rife, he would 
i^ond the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that without entering The Chtn. 
3t all into the argument, whether the poftponement of the jjjlt''®^^^* 
motion till Monday could promote an union, or whether the * ***"*'* 
jpittting it now could retard one, he would content himfelf 
with aiking gentlemen if it was perfedly fair and candid to 
put it at fo late an hour without intimation, and when many 
friends of his had gone away, in the confidence of there be- 
ing no more bufinefs. 

Lord Maitland denied that gentlemen had gone off fingly. LordMiit- 
)He beUeved not one, and he called on any member to rife up, '*"**' 
and mention one perfon who had gone off uncoupled. 

The honourable PVilliam Norton faid that he was going. The Hon. 
but Ue was flopped, anddefired to flay, as important bufinefs W.Norton, 
wasexpefted. 

■ The honourable Charles Marjham ftill called on the gen- The Hon. 
tlecben oppofite to him to Hand up fairly, and fay whether C.Mariham 
they wifhed to adjourn or not. 

Mr; Pcfwyi faid, that in the love of moderation, he would Mr. Powyt. 
go farther than he at firfl: propofed. He would fecond the 
motion, if any other gentleman would make one for an ad*- 
journment, even without a reafon. If they would not do 
this, the fenfe muft be taken, ahd the nation would know 
which of the two fides were theobftinate party. 

Lord Mahon faid a few words. Mr. Fox had faid that Ld.Mahon, 
Mr. Pitt's declaring his refignation would be fufficient for ne- 
gociation without refigning. Would that fatisfy the dignity 
of the Houfe ? ' 

The honourable Charles Marjham concluded the debate Tht Hon. 
with faying, that Minifters muft be anfwerablejFor the con- ^* ^^arihau^ 
iiequences of their obftinacy. 

The 
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The Houfe divided — Ayes, 177; Noes, 156; majority 
for the addrefs, 21, 

A Committee was appointed to prepare theaddrefs^ whoia 
a few minutes returned, and reported it as follows : 

" To the king's Moft Excellent Majefty. 

•^ W E your Majefty*s moft faithful Commons, impreflej 
with the moft dutiful fenfe of your Majefty's paternal regard 
for the welfare of your people, approach your Throne, to «• 
prefs our reliance on your Majefty's paternal wifdom, that 
your Majefty will take fuch meafures, as, by removing any 
obftacle to' forming fuch an Adminiftration as this Houfe has 
declared to be requifite in the prefent critical ,and ardaous 
fituation of affairs, may tend to give efFeft to the Wifhes of 

?our faithful Commons, which have already been moft hum- 
ly reprefented to your Majefty.'* 
The addrefs was agreed to. 
Mr. Foi. Mr. Fox moved, that it be prefented to the ThVone by the 
whole Houfe — Ordered ; -^ and alfo, that the members of 
the Privy Council would learn from the King when he wooU 
be waited on by the Houfe with the addrefs. 

The report of the Ordnance eftimates was then brought up^ 
and agreed to unanimoufly. 

At paft five o'clock in the morning the Houfe adjourned to 
^ Monday. 

February 23. 

The Attor- The jittomey General made a ftring of motions for accoantt 
nc> General of balances in the hands of Mr. Rigby, on the I3tli of No- 
vember and 30th of December laft, and of all payments mado 
by that gentleman fmce, during the laft twelve months. 
Mr.Rjgby. Mr, Rigby^ as it might naturally be expedled, did not fuf- 
fer fuch motions to be paffed in his prefence, without making 
fome obfervations on them. He faid he had no objedlion to 
them ; but he was greatly furprifed, that, contrary to all 
pradbice and rules of civility obferved in that Houfe, thcT 
had not been previoufly communicated to him, or the leaA 
intimation given to him that fuch motions were to be made; 
but civility was a thing he had no right to expeft from the 
learned gentleman ; but he appealed to the Houfe, whether 
even common decency had been obferved on this occafion, 
where queftions of fo very perfonal a nature were brought 
forward in fuch a manner. He had no objedlion to the mo- 
tions; his objedions lay folely to the mannef in >|rhich they 
were brought forward. 
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' The Attorney General replied, that It was owing merely to The Att«r- 
the circumftance of having come down late, that he had not »«7C«a«^ 
ihewn the motions to the right honourable gentleman ; for he 
certainly intended to have done it. The right honourable 
gentleman might have expefled fome fuch proceeding as the. 
prefent ; for when he was laft in oflSce he had a converfation 
with him on the fubje£t of his balance ; and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman aflured him, that in the courfe of a few 
inonths he would be able to colleft the money, and pay it all 
ill : when the right honourable gentleman had told him this^ 
ke pledged his honour to the Houfe. The obligation of the 
ttflith he took, when he was fworn into office, compelled him 
lo^fee, that as far as in him lay, all the money belonging to 
the public fhould be paid into the Exchequer with as little de- 
"^y as poffible. He had found, in the difcharge of his duty, 
tnuch difficulty witli refpeft to the balances of the late Lord 
Holland, and of the right honourable gentleman. With re- 
fte£k to the former, he was at this moment at a lofs where to 
wd a reprefentative of him again ft whom he might proceed. 
OrHie three executors whom that noble Lord had appointed, 
one only had ever a£ted, the late Mr. Powell ; but by his 
death, the proceedings againft him as Lord Holland's execu- 
tor had abated ; and as the other two executors had not thought 
proper to prove the will, he was as yet at a lofs for a repre- 
fentative againft whom he could proceed. As to the right 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. Rigby) the fame difficulty did 
not exift with.refpeft to him. The balances in his hands 
,were great ; they amounted at the laft payment made by him 
to 200,cxx>l. but inftead of paying them off in a few months 
at he had promifed, he had fince applied to a favourable Board 
of Treafury, and obtained, in addition, the farther fum of 
140,060!. 

. Mr. Fox faid, that of the three executors appointed by bis' Mr. Fofc. 
fiither's will, Lord Digby and bimfelf had never afted as 
jfuch ;' and fince the death of Powell, neither of them had 
proved the will, nor would they : as for himfelf, he was de- 
terred from it, when he faw that the public political condu6k 
of men in that houfe made them objects of favour or peife- 
cution, according to the fide they took in public affairs. He 
underftood that in cafes of this kind it was cuftomary to ap- 
ply to the neareft relation, when the executors refufed to 
prove a will, and that neareft relation was at liberty to make 
faimfelf the reprefentative of the deceafed, and his afling 
executor. Now, in this cafe Colonel Fox (his brother) was 
the neareft relation : but he had not beeii more than ten days 
I ia 
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in England ; no very long time for confultation or delibera« 
tion whether he fliould confent to prove the will or nolj 
however he could afTure the Houfe that he would onthii 
night or to-morrow determine on that point. 
Mr, Rigby. Mr. Righy denied, in the moft pofitive terms, that h^ 
had ever faid he would pay bis balances in aiew months* 
Indeed it was impoflible for him to have faid any t\A\ 
thing ; for every man, who was acquainted with the monef 
matters in this country for fome time paft, mull know ilhat 
money could not be got by transfer or fale of fecuritiet^ 
but to the greateft difadvantage ; all that he prpmifed on 
the fubje£i: was, that he would lofe no time in getting in 
money ^ and that he would pay it into the £xchequer with 
all pofTible difpatch. He complained of the extraordinary 
want of candour in the learned gentleman, in dating the 
circumftance of the 140,0001. that he got lad year fron 
the Treafury. The Houfe, he made no doubt, imagiacd^ 
from the manner in which the bufinefs wa^ mentioned^ 
that he had now that fum in his hands, together with the 
outftanding balance of 200,000 1. but the fa£k waSy that 
the very day he received that fum, he paid it away for 
public fervice. The nature of the Pav Oi&ce had hitherto 
been fuch, that large fums had been iffiied to it for extra* 
ordinaries of the army, which generally remained a long 
time in the hands of the Paymafter General; in the Gcr* 
man war they had accumulated to the amount of 5,ooo,oooL 
and in the laft war to very near 4,000,000 1. This was to 
pay expences already incurred, and not provided for by 
Parliament. The debt therefore was contradled before 
the money was iffued from the Exchequer. The debt for j 
which he had applied for 140,0001. had been contraded 
, while he was in ofiice ; but having no longer the public 
money in in his hands, he got it at the Treafury, and ptfid 
it away immediately. He would be very glad at this mo^ 
ment to pay in his balances, but money was fo fcarce^ that 
he could hot raife it now, without a heavy lofs. It wH 
well known, that in the prefent ftate of credit, and lower** 
ed value of lands, the Court of Chancery would not fufier 
a mortgage to be foreclofed. It was true, that in the mean 
time he received the intereft of the balances in his hands; 
but this was an emolument which all his predeceflbrs in the 
Pay Office had enjoyed before him, but he wiftied not on 
this account to hold the public money in his hands ; fo far. 
' was he from wiihing it, he would gonfent to pay intereft 

for 
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for it to tlie public, until he tould, at a more favourable 
opportunity, call in the principal, and pay it into the Ex- 
chequer, in the prefent proceeding, he would feem to 
aik a favour ; it was not, he believed, in the nature of the 
learned gentleman to grant one. He had not experienced 
from him that civility which was generally (hewn between 
man and man; he did not fpeak without grounds. «He 
lately received a note from Mr. Chamber lay ne (Solicitor to 
the Treafury) to inform him, that by order of the Attorney 
General, a diftrmgas ad computandum had been iflued againtt 
Win. The note ftated not the time when the diflringas 
iflued ; but, on enquiry, he found it was in Trinity term 
laftj and yet he received no notice of it till within thefe 
few days. Of the candor and the motives of the learned 

fcntleman he would leave the Houfe to judge; to them 
c appealed, if any man in his fituation had ever met with 
fuch treatment from an Attorney General, as he had expe- 
rienced from the prefent. The obligation of his oath was 
bis excufe; but this obligation was not felt fo very forcibly 
by the learned gentleman fome time ago,- when he would 
not fay, for political reafons, his oath did not force him to 
proceed as he was now about to do. But this prodigious 
obligation upon oath, which galled the learned gentleman 
fo much, was never felt to fuch a degree by the moft able^ 
Konourable, and learned of his predeceflbrs. Lords Cam- 
den, Thurlow, Loughborough, and the late Mr. Wallace, 
whofe charafters he hoped he might venture to oppofe to 
that of the learned gentleman, never felt that the duty of 
their oath called for fuch a mode of proceeding as was that 
of the learned gentleman. 

The Aitarney General faid, it was always the praclicc of The Attnr* 
hid predeceflbrs to order a diflringas to iflue regularly twice "^X G*"* 
a: year, in order to put the public accountants in mind 
pf their duty. If he forbore to proceed fooner againft 
the right honourable gentleman, it was in confeqiience 
of the promife he had made to pay in his balances in a 
fhort time* 

Lord Jchn Cavendijh obferved, that by the operation of Lord John 
his honourable friend's (Mr. Burke) bill, not one frngle Cavcndifli, 
ihiUing of balance would in future be in the hands of the 
Paymafter General, but all would be depofited in the Bank. 
.. The motions all pafled without a divifion. 
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February 24. 

Ttic Houfe went into a Committee, Lord Maitland ra 
the chair, on Mr. Dempfter's Naturalization bill, the 
principal obje£t of which was to declare it to be at this 
moment the law of this country, that children born out of 
the Britifli dominions, of Britiih mothers, are entitled to 
all the rights of natural born fubjefts of this country. The 
preamble dated, that there were doubts on this fubjccl, 
M^hich this bill was to remove. 

Mr. Eden objefted to the bill on the ground that no 
doubts did really exift, and that ill confequences ' might 
arife from it.— The bill was loft. 

The report from the Committee on the bill for the Re- 
ceipt-tax a£l;, was brought up and read. 
Mr. Alder- Mr. Alderman liiwnham rofe to oppofe the motion, 
mtnNewn- « That the report be read a fecond time," and confequently 
to defeat the bill if poffible. He faid, that early in the 
feflion he moved for leave to bring in a bill for repealing 
the tax entirely s but his motion was negatived. Since that, 
the prefent bill was brought in, which, as it was meant to 
enforce the tax, was very unpopular through the nation. 
Thofe who diiliked it had conceived that the right honour- 
able gentleman at the head of the Trcafury was an encmj 
to it ( there were bills ftuck up at the corners of the ftrects, 
which ftated he difliked the tax. If this was the cafe,' he 
would now give him a fair opportunity of proving that he 
was ; for if he would rife and fay he was an eneny to the 
tax, he would vote with the right honourable gentleman 
againft the bill, in obedience to the inftru&ions of his 
conftituents. 
SailKngent Earl Nugent^ fo far from concurring In an opinion that 
the bill ought not to pafs, wifhed that the principle of the 
Receipt tax was carried ilill farther ; and he made no douht 
but it might be made to produce i,ooo,oool. annually, in- 
itead of 260,000 1. for which it was originally given. 
Mr. George Mr. George Onflow called upon the right honourable gen- 
Onflow, tieman at the head of the Treafury to declare himfelf an 
enemy to the tax ; and in the thin Houfe that he then {aV| 
there was not a doubt but he would have a majority for r&- 
je£^ing the bill. 
Mr.B.Wat- Mr. 5. JVatfon faid he approved of the diflerent regula- 
*•■• tions that hadf been made in the Committee ; they would 

be neceifary if the tax was to be continued ^ but as he 

meant 
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meant to obey the inftruftions of his conftituents, he would 
\ vote againft the report generally. 

^ Mr. Eden thought there was no occafion to call upon the Mr. Ed«». 
right honourable gentleman to declare himfelf farther than 
he had already done ; he, or whoever (hould happen to be 
the Minifter of this country, could not look for much po* 
pularity, when he knew there were 1 8,000,000 1. of un- 
landed debts, and 12,000^0001. of navy, vidualling, and 
other bills, which were now at 20 1 per cent, difcount, to 
be provided for. 

Lord North was alfo of opinion, that the right honour- Ld. North, 
able gentleman ought not to be called upon to deliver his 
fentiments on the Receipt tax ) he had already fufliciently 
declared, tha! he would fuflPer the prefent bill to go on ; 
and confequently he could not be a friend to a repeal 
of the tax. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that as the Houfe "^^^/^f^* 
had thought proper to negative a motion for the repeal of Exchequer^ 
the tax, he would fupport a meafure that was calculated to 
render it produGive. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham thought it a poor way to court Mr. Aiders 
popularity, by affefting to be the enemy of a meafure ^^ N,«wji- 
which he was in fa£); fupporting ; it was not becoming a 
great Minifter. If the right honourable gentleman was^ 
what he affefted to be, an enemy to the tax, he was en- 
titled to the popularity he enjoyed through the fuppofition 
that he was ; but if he was a friend to that tax, as from 
his condufl: he appeared incontrpvertibly to be, it was piti- 
ful in him to endeavour to court popularity, by fufFering 
his friends to infinuate to the public that he was an enemy^ 
when in reality he was a friend to a mod unpopular tax. 

Sir fVatkin Lewes fpoke againft the bill, becaufe it tended SirWitkia 
to enforce a tax which was greatly oppreffive, vexatious, ^^«•• 
and unpopular. 

The Houfe at laft divided on the queftion for reading 
the report a fecond time, when there appeared. Ayes, 51; 
Noes, 12. Majority in favour of the bill, 39. 

The report was then read a fecond time, and agreed to 
by the Houfe, without any alteratipn. 

Mr. Hufley had a claufe received on the report, fof 
making the writer of a receipt furnifli the ftamp,^ but 
%t the fame time for empowering him to charge it iu 



his bill. 
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February 25. 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp rofe, and faid, that at the.prefcnt crifis 
champ. jt would be neceflary, that the proceedings of that Houfc 
fhould be confidered with peculiar deliberation and temper. 
His Majefty's anfwer, when known, whether it was graci- 
oufly confiftent with the wiflies of the Houfe cxprelTed in 
the Addrefs, or otherwife, would require confideration. 
He therefore fhould, confiftent with a recent precedent, 
move, " That the Houfe at ijts rifing do adjourn to Friday 
next." 

Mr. Sheridan feconded the motion. Mr. Vyner and Mr. 
Strachey faid each a few words; after which, the queftion 
being put, was carried unanimoufly. They then went up 
to St. James's with the Addrefs. 

February 27. 

The Speaker read from the Chair His Majefty*s moft 
gracious Anfwer to the Addrefs of the Houfe, which was 
as follows : 

" Gentlemen, 

<^ I am deeply fenfible how highly it concerns the honour 
of my Crown, and the welfare of my people, which is the 
objcft always nearcft my heart, that the public aflfaira 
ihould be, conduced by a firm, eflicient, extended, united' 
Adminiftration, entitled to the confidence of the people, 
and fuch as may have a tendency to put an end to the un- 
fortunate diviiions and diftra£lions of the country. Very 
recent endeavours have been employed, on my part, to 
unite in the public fervice, on a fair and equal footing, 
thofe whofc joint efforts appear to me moft capable of pro- 
ducing that happy efleft : thofe endeavours have not had 
the effefl I wilhed. I fliall be always dcfirous of taking 
every ftep moft conducive to fuch an obje6l ; but I cannot 
fee that it would in any degree be advanced by the dif* 
million of thofe at prefeht in my fervice. 

*^ I obferve, at the fatnae time, that there is no charge or 
complaint fuggcfted jigainft my prefent Miniftcrs, nor iff 
^ny one or more of them fpecifically objefted toj and 
numbers of my fubjeds have expreffed to me in the warm- 
eft mariner their fatisfaftion of the late chariges I have 
wade in mjr Councils. Under tjiefe circumftao^ea I trnft 
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my faithful Commons will not wifli that the eflential ofEces 
of executive government fhall be vacated, until I fee a pro- 
fpe£t that fuch a plan of union as I have called for, and 
they pointed out, may be carried into f ffech" 
■ LiOvd Beauchamp To(e : he obferved that fome gentlemen' Lord Beiu- 
hadcenfured him for the motion made by him on Wednefday ci»«nip. 
laft, for the adjournment to this day ; but after having ma- 
turely reflefted on his conduft on that occafioo, he round 
nothing within him that told him it was cenfurable. FVon> 
Si kind of prefcience he had had of the fpecies of anl'wer that 
would be given to the Addrefs, he thought it would- not have 
been proper to fuflFer gentlemen to proceed to bufmefs on 
Wednefday, after their return from St. James's, becaufe they 
might poflibly be too much heated at finding that the requeft 
of the Houfe of Commons had met with a refufal on the part 
of His Majefty. He thouglit that it would be much more 
proper that an adjournment fhould take place, which /hould 
afford them time to grow cool, and recover their temper, 
before they proceeded to take the Anfwer into coiifideration.' 
But this, was not his only reafon : from rumour he had learnt, 
that fome kind of overtures had been made for a negociatioii 
that might lead to that union which all parties fo anxioufly 
wiftied for ; and he was defirous to prevent any difcuffion in 
the Houfe, that might have a tendency to interrupt a nego- 
ciation, upon which the falvation of the country depended r 
what was the fuccel's of the overtures he knew not ; but h» 
was of opinion, that he was ferving his country, while he 
was endeavouring to fupprefs every thmg that ftiould have a 
tendency to defeat the wi flies of the Houfe, and the efforts 
of two moft refpedtable and worthy gentlemen (Mr. Powys 
and Mr. Marftiam) who had molt laudably employed them* 
felves in endeavouring to eSi& that union which the Houfe 
h^d declared to be abfolutely neceffary. With thefe views, 
he held himfelf jullified in what he had done. — The particu- 
lar objSfl: he had in rifing at prefent, was to move,' that the 
' confideration of His Majefty's anfwer fhould be put off till 
Monday. He thought that gentlemen ought to have time 
to turn it in their minds, before they fhould give any opinion 
upon it. When he fhould attempt to deliver his opinion, 
be would follow the eflablifhed and wife parliamentary cuf- 
tom of treating the Kiag*s anfwer as the anfwer of the Mi- 
pifler, who advifed him to give it : whatever was gracious 
}n it, if any thing gracious coufd be difcovered in it, he -' 
^ould of courfe attribute folely to His Majefty ; but what- 
|y(^i: w^s vingraciou$ ip \t^ he would afccibe to his Miniflers: 

with 
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with this parliamentary di(lin£liony he ihonlid be able to treat 
with freedom an anfwer, the only one of the kind that haA 
ever been given by a Prince of the Houfe of Brunfwick to a 
Houfe of Commons. He faid that he intended, if his mth 
tion for taking the King's anfwer into confideration on Men. 
day next ihould be carried, to follow it with another, «* That 
the Houfe do now adjourn,** b^aufe he thought that when 
Minifters advifed the Crown tcr ftick fo clofely to preroga^ 
live, the Houfe would betray the rights and privileges of the 
people, if they did not take meafures to defend thofe privi- 
leged, and to enter upon that, in preference to every other 
bufinefs. His Lord/hip concluded by moving, that His 
Majefty's anfwer be taken into confideration on Monday 
next. 
Mr., Fox, / Mr. Fox feconded the motion pro forma. 
Sir Robert Sir Robert Smyth oppofed the motion. He faid, that to 
Smyth. idjourn now, would be to negleft the bufinefs of the natioD, 
by putting off the confideration of the fupply, and particu- 
larly of that part of it, which was to be voted for the navy, 
the eftimates for which were this day to come before the 
Houfe. The people would have reafon to coiiArue thefe 
different adjournments and delays, as amounting to a refulal 
of the fupply. 
The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the noble Lord 
ccUorof the jjjjjj nuade one motion for adjourning the confideration of the 
e<iuer, j^jj^g»g anfwer, and had mentioned another which he inten- 
ded to make, for adjourning the Houfe : they were to be 
confidered as two very diftinft queftions ; to the former he 
had no obje£lion ; he was ready at this moment to difcufs 
\t\ he certainly was refponfible for it, for he had advifed it; 
hut if the Houfe wiflied not to take it into confideration 
before Monday, he was fatisfied, and would give no oppo- 
fition to the motion ; but he certainly would oppofe thd 
adjournment of the Houfe, and to that queftion he intended 
to fpeak, when the former ihould have been difpofed of. 
Sir Adam Sit Aiam Fergufon condemned the adjournment ofW^d'^ 
Fei^fon. nefday laft : he laid, it was rather a curious circumfianoei 
that gentlemen ftiould have been allowed time from Wed- 
nefday to this day, to confider of an anfwer, which thejf 
did not hear till within a few minutes, when the Speaker read 
it from the chair. 
Sir Wan. Sir fViUiam Dolhen alfo condemned the adjourment ; it wai 
I>oikca. ihameful, he faid, thus to delay the public bufinefs, while 
fome gentlemen were difpu(ing about pun6tilios of honoaf, 
tirtiich they were endeavouring to conceal under an affeftcd 

egard 
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regard for the honour of the Houfe* His Majefty's anfwer 
was every thing that his fubjeds could wifli i and therefore 
there was no ground for faying that it was ungracious. The 
Houfe had already advanced pretty far into the feffion, and 
the public bufinefs of the country had not yet been brought 
on. He wifhed, therefore, that thefc independent and re- 
fpeftable country gentlemen, who had never attached them- 
felves to any party, would unite, in order to put an end- to 
the divifions of the Houfe, which had hitherto kept back the 
buHnefs of the nation. 

Mr. Huffy faid, he confidered himfelf one of thofe inde- Mr, H«flVyii 
pendent country gentlemen, who had never attached them- 
ielves to any party, and wiflied as much as any for that 
union which the two very refpeflable members had beea 
labouring to effedl, and which he hoped they did not yet 
defpair of. He entreated them to perfevere in their patriotic 
undertaking ; for they might be at leaft able to prevent thofe 
confequences, the very idea, of which might well make an 
honeft man's blood run cold. He faid, he was not in the 
Houfe when the motion was made by the noble Lord on 
Wednefday laft, to adjourn to this day ; but as foon as he 
heard what kind of an anfwer had been given to the addreft, 
he felt the propriety of the adjournment, for which the noble 
Lord had his hearty thanks 

Mr. Fox obferved, that with refpedt to the anfwer, he Mr. Fox, 
would reserve himfelf for the day on which that matter 
ihould be regularly before the Houfe: he would not compare 
it to any anfwer (ince the Revolution ; for he believed fuch 
an anfwer, fince that period, could not be found in the Jour- 
nals. An honourable Baronet had faid, that fome perfons 
endeavoured to conceal pundlilios of honour under the affec-r 
tation of a regard for the honour of the Houfe : this was a 
very fmgular way of fpeaking ; for when men were afluated 
by punSilios of honour, they never could be afhamed to 
avow them ; and confequently could have no reafon to have 
recourfe to any other covering to conceal, what it were ho- 
nourable to avow. But it was not very uncommon for fome 
perfons to conceal, under an aflfedlation of punftilio of per- 
fonal honour, what it would be difgraceful to them to men- 
tion under its own name. That the bufinefs of the nation 
had been long delayed, he was ready to admit ; and he be- 
lieved it did not require much penetration to difcover with 
whom the blame refted. 

Mr. Vyner faid, that he did not fecond the motion for the Mr. Vjriitsi 
adjoufopnent on Wednefday, but .he approved and fupported 
a it: 



«24 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

It : for though there Were not many members in the Houfe 
at firft, yet a little before its rifing, there were 150 ; and a9 
he underftood tliat no more intended to come down that day, 
he thought that too fmall a number to proceed upon buu- 
nefs of iinportance after the Speaker fhould have returned 
from St. James's. 

Mr. Drake. Mr. Drake declared, that he would uniformly oppofeeverf 
attempt to delay the public bufmefs of the nation. 

LorH Mui- Lord Mukafter did not hefitate to fay, that the adjoum- 

cailcr. ment on Wednefday was as pitiful, as low, and as indecent 
a party trick, as ever he had been a witnefs to. 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp exprefled his furprife at thefe harfli and 

champ. fevere epithets uled by the noble Lord. If he applied them 
to the meafure itfelf, the cenfure fell upon the Houfe, who 
adopted it : if it was at him perfonally that thefe expreffions 
were levelled, he was ftill more furprifed, as not hiving the 
leail perfonal acquaintance with the noble Lord ; and con- 
fequently not having had any opportunity to provoke fuch 
an attack. 

Lord Mul- Lord Mu'CaJler faid he fpoke not of the meafure as adopted^ 

ciftcr. |jy fj^g Houfe, but as a pitiful trick into which the Houfe 
was trej)anned. That he could mean nothing perfonally 
difrefpeilful to the noble Lord, appeared very clearly from 
the reafon flated by the noble Lord himfelf— that he had not 
the Icaft perfonal acquaintance with him. 

Sir William Sir IVilliam Dolbcn ftated, that a very particular reafon 

Dulben. ^j-^y ^^xe Houfe ought not to have adjourned over Thurfday, 
was, that on that day a queftion was to have been brought 
on, afFefling the I'eat of a noble Lord in that Houfe (Lord 
George Lenox) and confequently the rights and privileges of 
the freeholders of the county of Suflex ; "and this bemg a 
queftion of privilege, ouglit to be brought forward without 
the leaft delay. The queftion was at length called for, and 
carried without a divifion. 

L-rr* Beau- Lord Beancbamp then moved, " That this Houfe do now 

champ. adjourn to Monday next." 

The'-'han- The Charfcel/o*- of the Exchequer rofe to oppofe this motion. 

^iiorofthe jjut i^e faid lie wifhed not to provoke a debate; for a long 
xcne(]'icr. jgi^j^jg would, with refpeft to other bufmefs^ operate as an 
adjournment ; by taking up the attention of the Houfe fo 
long, that it would he too late'to bring on any other buiinefsy 
though the q\ieftion ftiould at length be carried againfl an 
adjournment. He therefore wifhed that the fenfe. of tht 
Houfe might be taken early. Againft the motion, he faid, 
h« believed it was contrary to the ufage of Farliameiot C# 
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make the confideration of an anfwer frosi His Majefty'to 
Tupercede all other bufmefs. He then flated the various de- 
lays that had been thrown in the way of public bufinefs ; 
vrhen it was expedled that the navy eftimates would have 
been brought forward on Wednefday. laft, a noble Lord 
moved' to adjourn. This day^ when the fame bufinefs was 
igain expedted, the fame noble Lord moved to adjourn'; and 
on Monday, the confideration of the King's fpeech would be 
brought forward, ftill to put off the bufinefs of the fupply ; 
where would this end? Gentlemen were defirous to be 
thought ready to grant the fupply, but that readinefs was to 
be found only in their lips, not in their a£lions. 

Mr. Powys faid, he was one of thofe who thought delaying Mt,Powy»; 
vras not refofing a fupply ; and, whatever might be thought 
of his condu£l, he would vote for the adjournment; for he 
did not think that any bufinefs ihould be brought, on, until 
the Houfe fhould have come to fome refolution upon His 
Majdly's anfwer. For his part, he was ready at that mo- 
ment to deliver his opinion of that anfwer ; but as the Houfe 
had thought proper to put x)ff the confideration of it to 
Monday, he would referve himfelf for that day. An ho- 
nourable Baronet had faid, that the franchifes of the free- 
holders of Suflfex were affefled by the queftion which was 
to decide upon the right of a noble Lord to a feat in that 
Houfe ; but a far more momentous queftion was now to be 
agitated ; a queftion which would afte£): the rights and privi- 
l^es of all the freeholders of England, whofe rights were 
attacked in the perfons of their reprefentatives. Another 
honourable Baronet wiftied that the Houfe might take into 
confideration the fituation of perfons who defervedly had for- 
feited their liberty, and were confined by law : but a far 
more important queftion awaited the decifion of the Houfe— 
whether the people of England, who now enjoy liberty, fliall 
be deprived of it by prerogative, or maintained in the en«- 
joyment of it by the efforts of their reprefentatives ? 

Lord Maiiland obferved, that though the queftion relativfe Lotd Maiir 
to the office of Conftable of the Tower ftood for Tuelday, land. 
he found himfelf obliged to poftpone it for fome time lonw 
^er, until he fhould move for fome more papers on the fub- 
je€k ; for within the laft two days he had difcovered, that 
though the Conftable of the Tower was faid to have been 
paid by warrant from the War Office, very confiderable 
lums paffed from the civil lift, through the hands of that 
officer. 

Vol. XIII. G g " Mr, 
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Mr. suele. Mr. Steele faid he thought, that as he had already afliini 
the Houfe that the prefent Conftable of the Tower wouU 
not vote, until the queftion relative to his right to vote 
fhould have been decided, the views of the noble Lord wodd 
have been fufficientl^ anfwered, as by that time .pcobahlj 
the prefent conteft might be at an end. When be faid that 
the Conftable of the Tower was paid by warrant from the 
War Office, he meant that he received his falary through 
that channel, and not that money might not alfo pafs throoSb 
his hands from other quarters. He concluded, by fevemy 
cenfuring the late adjournment. 
Lerd Mait- Lord Maitknd^ with much warmth, deflred to know hj 
]»d* what right the honourable member fpoke of the views of a 

member of P^liament, who was on his duty in that Hoafe: 
it very ill became anv member, connefied with Adounifliar 
tion, to afcribe fihifter views to men, merely becaufe thor 
proceedings did not appear friendly to Admintflratioii. 
Mr. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan faid, that the late adjournment had not beeo 
^°' propofed without the knowledge of a worthy . Alderman .fif 

the city of London, much in tte intereft and confidence cf 
the prefent Minifter ; and that gentleman, joa Jbeiog a&ed^ 
iaid he had no objeAion to the adjournment. 
Mr. Aider. Mr. Alderman ^ownfend faid, he was the imagiftrate 
JJ*J^®''** alluded to ; that he had been confulted ontheoccafion 5 and 
his anfwer was, that he cared not if the Houie adjoumd 
never to meet again. 
GariNagcnt Earl Nugent condemned the adjournnunt, becaufe Jt 
threw a delay in the w^j of public bufinefs. He mentiood 
a report he had heard ot a fhort Mutiny bill, but he hoped 
no ftich meafure was ferioufly in contemplation, for it was 
Ainprecedented in the annals of this country. He duu^ 
tiie majority of the Houfe as refponiible Sox all the confa- 
quences of delay, and wifhed that gentlemen, laying afideall 
party animofity and pun£lilio> would heattUy unite for tbi 
good of their country ; the union-flag had been reared, bi^ 
hitherto he was forry to find few had rallied to it. 
td. North. Lord North faid a fhort mutiny aft was not more impifr- 
cedented, than a fhort memory ; if the noble Lord had a good 
-memory he might have xecolleftcd, that in the very laft ftf- 
4ion two fliorc mutiny a£ts had pafled ; and that the prdcflt' 
a£^, which would expire on the 2Cth of March, was in faft the 
third that paffed laft fciEon. He thought a diflblution of 
Parliament would produce mofl ferious confequenc^s, which 
he was defirous to avert, by paffing ^ fhort mutiny bill ; he 

wiflic4 
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wifhed that this Parliament might not foon be diflblved ; and 
he wifhed it for this as well as for many other reafons, that 
the people of England might have time to make themfelves 
ac(|uainted with and underftand the nature of the conteft in 
Which their reprefentatives are at prefent engaged with the 
prerogative of the Cro^n, 'for he was convinced that the 
people would foon underftand it ; and he was as fully con- 
vinced that when they did underftand it they would iupport 
tilcir reprefentatives. He had been told once that the bo- 
i^ough of fianbury, which he had the honour to reprefent, 
had condemned hisconduft by fending up an addrcfs of thanks 
for the difmiflion of the late Minifters^ but he had the con- 
filation to fay that not one of his conftituents had iigned the 
addrefs. The noble Lord afcribed to the majority all the 
bad confequences that the delay of public buiinefs might 
produce : but he knew very well that the right honoorabie 
gentleman on the floor (Mr. Pitt) might prevent all thefe 
confequences in twenty-four hours, by a refignation. How 
the majority could have been maintained, if not by principles 
of regard for the Conftitution, he could not tell ; for it was 
well known what very laudable endeavours had been ufed by 
threats to fome, and by promifes of honours and emoluments 
to others, to cafe the majority of many of the members who 
compofe it. It was imagined, he prcfumcd, that a majority 
ought neceflarily to attend upon a Minifter, without any 
regard to principle and to honour ; (b that a majority having 
fttpported one Adminiftration, it ought of ^ourfe to be handed 
over as a kind of hcif-Ioomc to the fucceeding Miniftry. 
Arid the majority of the prefent Hoiife of Commons having 
had the prefumption to break through this opinion, and the 
altidacity to rSl with freedom, with firmnefs, and with con- 
fiftence, was juftly ftiled a faftion ; a fet of rebels who had 
the temerity to raife, their voice againft the Minifter, and 
carry a complaint againft him to the foot of the Throne. 
When fuch a majority appeared aeainft an Adminiftration, 
it was abfolutely neceflary that either the Parliament fhould 
be diffolved, or the Miniftry difmiffcd ; for he might fay 
with truth— Mors Conradi vita Coroli — Fita Conradi mors 
Caroli ; but as he faid before, he wifhed the Parliament might 
ilot be foon diffolved, and he would not hefitatc to fay, that 
the Parliament and the people would foon be one. He wiQied 
for union as earneftly as any man, (though by the bye if 
there was no union, he would have fome chance of getting 
again into office; whereas he had refolved to take himfcif out 
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of the way, in cafe an union fhould not be otherwiie found 
pradicable) for he knew that union alone could be the 
falvation of the country. But the dignity of the Houfe, and 
its weight in the Conftitution muft not be facrificed. He 
had been a witnefs to a circumftance on Wednefday laft, the. 
like of which he had never feen before ; he had feen a meni' 
ber of that Houfe hiffed within the very walls of the palace, 
while attending his duty, in carrying up the addrefs of the 
Houfe: he had often heard of popular huzzaing and hii&ng ia 
the ftreets, of which by the bye in no circumftance did he ever 
approve, and which, he compared to that war in Paris in the 
time of the great Conde, called la guerre despots de chamire; 
but he never remembered to have heard that even a common 
councilman had been hiffed, or infulted under the roof of 
Majefty, where he had feen a member of that Houfe infulted 
by contemptuous behaviour and hiifes. He did not mean to 
fay that Minifters encouraged fuch infults ; but gentlemen 
would eafily fee how petty officers, and the moft infignificant 
perfons about the Court can catch the manners of their fu- 
periors, when they find that it is fafhionable to run down 
the Houfe of Commons, and fink their confequence in the 
country. 
The Hon. The Honourable Charles Mar/ham faid he would vote for 
Char. Mar- the adjournment ; but he would not have it underftood that 
^*°^ he meant to refufe the fupply ; he knew it was the wifh of. 
the people that the fupplies fhould be voted ; he wifhed there- 
fore the Minifler would propofe the loan, and bring forward 
bis fupplies, and he afTured him, that on that head, whatever 
might be his opinion of his condu£t in other refpeds, he 
fliould have his fupport. 
fAr.Fcx, Mr. Fox begged the Houfe would reniember, that though 
the majority had been once already charged with having re- 
fufed the I'upply, merely becaufe it had been poftponed, the 
charge was refuted by the fubfequent grant of it : the ma*- 
jority thought it improper, in the firfl moment after an un- 
gracious anfwer from the King, to vote the fupply, until a 
roeafure had been previoufly taken by the Houfe, to fecure 
Its own honour. By this precedent, he intended to regulate 
hisfutiirecondua ; and when the Houfe fhould on Monday 
have agreed to fome pievious meafure, that might fecure its 
own honour and confeqiafence, he would then vote the fupply, 
without even waiting to Know what would be the cfFcft of 
that meafure^ 

Mr, 
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. Mr. Loveden ohferved he had, in ri^ht of himfelf and fa» Mr. Lovt- 
mily, the misfortune to be a great public creditor, and was of ^^o* 
courfe an enemy to procraftination. But whatever became 
of that property, he trufted another kind of property would 
remain to him, which would give him a conftitutional 
right to enjoy a feat in the Houfe, as long as he wilh-« 
ed to continue it, and fupport his independence there. That 
having unhappily been prevented from attending his duty 
when the refolutions were agitated, which fome gentlemen 
thought a regard for the honour of the Houfe required them 
to fupport ; and as he never had enlifted under the banners 
of party, and would give his reafons for fupporting the pre* 
fent Minifters, in preference to thofe who had recently been 
difmiffed, he hoped a country gentleman might pretend to 
ibme knowledge of (he conftitution of that government un- 
der which he lived, and might exprefs fome concern for the 
good of his country, ?vithout intruding on the particular de- 
partment of fome gentlemen, who arrogated to themfclves 
all conftitutional knowledge, who were zealous and moft dif- 
interefted advocates for the public good, and who thought 
their claims to public. favour, founded in their warm profef- 
fionsfor the public weal, fuperior to thofe of others who had 
done real benefit to the ftate. He did not diftruft the atten- 
tion of the Houfe to fentiments which flowed in unadorned 
language fpontaneoully from his heart, notwithftanding it was 
frequently amulcd, and its judgement milled by fine fpeeches, 
abounding with the choiceft flowers of rhetoric, which rival- 
led the antient oratory of Greece and Rome. Mr. Loveden 
faid, the happy form of government under which we lived 
had ever claimed univerfal admiration, and juftly received the 
hiftorian's penegyric through every age and nation. That it 
was their indifpenfable duty, who felt and enjoyed its blelHngs, 
to refift with all their might the finalleft attempt to injure or 
introduce an innovation in that fyftem which even fo- 
reigners looked up to with veneration. That it was their 
care, their facred charge, to deliver down to their pofterity 
that ineftimable blefling which had defcended to them from 
the virtue of their ancefters. That the welfare of their 
country and the happinefs of its fubjefts ever had depended 
upon the due exercife gf the function adapted by the Con- 
fiitution to the three component parts of the Lcgiflature, 
King, Lords, and Commons. That our liberties were in 
danger, when cither branch ftepped beyond its natural 
hounds^ for t;hen it muft invade the privileges of another. 

That 
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That the King's right to appoint his Minifters was not, nor 
could not be quefttoned; nor could the right of that Houfebe 
denied, to control and check the aftlons of Minifters, when- 
ever they appeared detrimental to the public welfare,— If 
Minifters were not fufFercd to proceed in neceffary official 
bufinefs, the King's prerogative then became ufelels, the exe- 
cutive powerof theftate wasbut nominally inhim, juftaftually 
vcfted where the Conftitution would not truft it, where the 

Jeoplc would not fufFer it. That if a relblution of that 
loufe could avail to fufpend the execution or alter the natord 
of a law, for the formation or repeal of which law an unioa 
of three parts of the Legiflature had been required by the 
wifdom of the Conftitution, then that Honfe became para- 
mount to the other two, and though nominally three parts, 
the Government virtually confifted bm of one. That thti 
Lords had their diftinft privileges apd being not bound to adopt 
the meafures of that Houfe, ought not to be cenfured for ufing 
their difcretion. If th*e conduft of affairs had been entruft^ 
by his Majefty to men of no property, corrupt morals and 
profligate lives, there would be reafon to reprobate his choice. 
He paid a handfome compliment to Mr. Pitt, faid an unble- 
iliifhed moral charaflrer was a ntjt qua non in a Minifter. He 
was very fevere on the coalition, obfervcd upon what Lord 
North had faid of the Banbury addrefs, and told the Honfe thd 
paragraph alluded to had originated in the Oxford paper. 

Governor Johnftonc, Mr. Fox, Sir William Dolbcn, Sir 
Edward Aftlcy, and Mr. Cawthorne fpoke Ihortly to the 
^ueftion. 

On a divifion the nuihbers were, Ayci, 175 ; Noes, 168L 
Majority^ 7, 

March I. 

About a quarter before five o'clock, the Minifter having 
Mr. Fox. juft come down to the Houfe, Mr. Fox moved that the order 
of the day (hould be read, which was for taking into confide- 
ration His Majefty's anfwer to an addrefs of the Houfe for 
the removal of Minifters. This having been done, Mr. Fo< 
ftood up, and begged the Houfe might allow him to preface 
what he now deemed it his indifpenfable duty to fay, with a 
fhort review of thofe peculiar circumftances, in which th6 
Houfe of Commons, the people of England, and the Con- 
ftitution of the country, were all inevitably placed by Hit 
Majefty's late anfwer to the addrefs of bis Commons. He 
^ connected 
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incAed all thefe particulars into one view^ becanfb they 
re all formed to ftand or fall together. It was not in the 

or machination of roan to di£ver them for a momen^ 
[ whoever made the attempt, would be taught from thp 
c that it was nugatory and chimerical. Sut on whaC 
und did they now ftand ? Had not His Majefty put a 
:ative on their joint wifhes } Was not this a fituadon tp 
ich they had not been reduced fince the glorious asra ef 
acceffion of the Houfe of Brunfwick to the Throned 
!e Kingdoms i The two firft Princes of that aufpicions and 
ftrious family were not, perhaps, wholly withottt fa^ 
rites : for what Prince ever yet was? or who could blame a 
ig for having friends } It is the confolation of humaa 
lire to be fufceptible of fuch predileflions as fuit the pecu^ 
[ties of every temper, charaftcr, and fituation. Where is 
man, or theMinifter, who would prefcribe terms to Roy- 
', which injures the feelings, and would bar the comforts 
m individual ? Notwithftanding this, which perhaps was 
feature of all reigns, unanimity marked thofe both of 
}rge the Firft and George the Second. Whatever atten* 

5iey might pay to fccret advifers, whatever degree of 
ofity or inguifitivenefs might affeft their hours of focial 

friendly intercourfe, the harmonv of the nation, the 
lie bufinefs, the great concerns of tne public were feldom 
iever interrupted by an ill-advifed and unconftitution^l 
brence of any man, or fet of men, in oppofition to the xo- 
entattves of the people at large* In the late reign efpe- 
y. Lord Hardwicke evidently poffeffed much of the royal 
uence. His abilities were unqueftionably eminent, and 
y procured much refpeft both at home and abroad ; but 
n the circumftanccf of the country demanded a furreoder 
I of his counfels, when fome of his Majefty'-s fubjefta 
5 in open rebellion, and when the Crown was fatisfied 

a nei^ fyftem had become indifpenfabfc, was not every 
^m of favouritifm readily, generoaily, and magoanimoufly 
iqui(hed ? Had it been otherwife, and had thofe who 
i faid to have deferved His Majefty's favour, retained 
r fituation, and in direft oppofition to all the calls and 
yftulations of the Houfe, the country, and individuals, 
hofe fplendid and incomparable a£tions which graced the 
squent war, had moft undoubtedly beeit prevented ; the 
ious vidories which then took place, and overwhelmed 
Lurope, and all the world with aftonifhment, had not ' 
\ acquired. The VJift appendages of the Britifti empifc 

mud 
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tnnft confequently have been fo little as to hare excited no 
envy, it is true ; but neither would they, in ihis hypothetical 
fcale, have produced luch emoluments, fuch wealth, iuch 
grandeur, fuch influence in the i'cale of nations, as they un- 
queftionably did. If on that prefling and interefting occafioa 
the fyftem of perfonal favour had not given way to objefis of 
public fafety and tranquillity, the illuftrious name of Fitt 
had never been known in this country, had never given the 
people of England fuch an influence in government as the 
Conftitution has afligned them; had never infufed fuch a 
fpirit of intrepidity and enterprife in the executive govern- 
luent of the country, as muft tor ever diftinguifli the period 
in which he reigned, and the meafures which originated ia 
his advice. 

From thefe fafls and fpeculations, he defired the Hottfe to 
obferve what part they now a£ted. They were, in his opi- 
nion, {landing up for the Conftitution, as enjoyed, as eftar 
blifhed, as tranfmitted by their anceftors to their pofterity. 
This ground they had taken ; in this it was their duty to in- 
trench themfelves ; and from this afylum he was certain no 
honeft and iincere friend to the Conflitution would wifli te 
drive them. They were at leaft founded in the conftitur 
tion of the country, and whenever they fell, fo would i^ 
They were fo united as to live or die together. It was noW) 
perhaps, more than ever committed to their care, who had 
always been its prefervers ; and to abandan it ithus befet, thus 
aifaulted, thus doomed, for aught he knew, to deftrudioo, 
would be to deal perfidioufly with their obligations to thip 
public and to their conftituents. When he complained, that 
no other Prince of the race of Brunfwickhad ever given fuch 
an anfwer to an addrefs of that Houfe, he was anfwered, no 
Houfe of Commons had ever made fuch an addrefs. But 
this queftion he would beg leave to anfwer with an anterior 
queftion — Did ever the Crown, fince the Acceilion, keep in 
office a minifterial arrangement, not only without tlie con^ 
dence of the Houfe, but againft its expreis requLiition i This 
- made the matter altogether new and unprecedented : bat 

new and unprecedented as it was, it did not originate in the 
Houfe ; they had afted only on their defence, and would 
have ill defer ved the confidence repofed in them, had they 
not done every thing in their power to preferve the privileges 
at once of the Houfe, and thofe for whofe great original 
rights it was at firft inftituted. He referred to the cale of 
6ir Robert Walpolc, No man eycr pofl(?ffed the confidence 

of 
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of the Houfe of Commons more completely than this Mi* 
nifter. He would not enter into the queftion, whether he 
deferved it or not; bnt the faft was notorioufly as he 
had ftated it. Was he then relblutely inclined to difputc 
the eager delires of the Houfe to remove him ? Did he rcfift 
all their efforts for that purpofe ? No; when the moment 
came which convinced him that he was no longer the perfon 
on whom they chofe to rely, inftead of urging the inconfit* 
tency of fuch a revolution in the political fentiment of the 
Houfe ; inftead of taking flielter in the arms of Prerop;ative ; 
rnftead of placing any dependancc on ihofe about the Throne, 
who had been long bis faft and tried friends, he freely and 
at once abandoned a ftation to which, from this fingle cir- 
cumftance, he found himfelf inadequate. How, then, was 
the conftant harmony which then fuhfifted in every part of 
Government fuftained and cultivated ? It was, at Icaft, as 
often owing to the compliance of the King with the fenti- 
ments and wilhes of his faithful Commons, as of their com- 
plaifance to his inclinations. He did not deal in the exten- 
fion of preix»gative, nor they in the aflertion of their privi- 
leges* A reciprocal difpofition to cordiality and accommo- 
dation in cafe of any accidental collifion was not more predo- 
minant in the Houfe of Commons than at Court. Since the 
unfortunate reigns of the Stuarts, prerogative had never been 
fo much the topic of difcuffion as it had become of late iii 
Parliament. His ideas of whatever the Conftitution had 
vcfted in the Crown were no fccret ; he ever had and ever 
tvould avow them. No prerogarive of the Crown was, in 
his opinion, diftinft or unconnefted with the whole of 'that 
free and liberal fyftem in which our Government chiefly con- 
fifted. The people were the great fource of all power, and 
their welfare the fole objeft for which it was to be exerted : 
but who in this cafe were to be the judges ? The Houfe of 
Commons undoubtedly were competent to protedl the rights p 

of the people, to pronounce on whatever they deemed an en- 
croachment on their privileges ; and the moment they could , 
not prevent every thing which ftruck them as fuch, they 
were not equal to the deiign of fuch an inftilution. This he 
called a due feafon-ing or modification of that enormous power 
devolved by the Conftitution on the executive Government; 
of the country. The Houfe of Commons confcquently were 
poffeffed of the power of putting a"* negative on the cliolce of 
Minifters ;. they were ftationcd as centincls by the people, to 
watch over whatever could more or lefs rcmotelv or nearly 
Vol. XIII. H k ^ afFeft 
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aflTeft their intereft; fo that whenever they difcovereH in 
thofe nominated by His Majefty to the feveral great offices 
of ftate, want of ability, want of weight to render their Iku- 
ations refpeftable, or want of fuch principles to give efFeft to 
the wiihes of the Houfc ; in any or all of fuch cafes they 
were entitled to advtfc His Majefty againft employing fncb 
perfons as his faithful Commons could not truft. They 
would then fay to fuch Minifters, and fay it with the great- 
eft propriety, " We admire your abilities ; we love your 
virtues ; and we wifh your politics were of a fort to exitc 
our admiration, and conciliate our confidence : but your fyf- 
tem is inimical to the objeft wc have moft at heart. We 
wifli toencreafe the weight of the people in the Conftitution; 
your objeft is to leflen their weight. We are anxious to 
cftablilh a ftrong, an ef&cient^ an united Adminiftratton ; 
you endeavour only to preferve one who poffeffes nonfc of all 
tlicfe qualities. We would found an executive Government 
on public, open, unequivocal refpondbility ; you are endea- 
vouring, in its room, to perpetuate a cabal. We afTert the 
controul of Parliament wherever the general intereft requires 
their interference ; you are attached only to what you ima- 
gine is the independence of the Prerogative. In fhort, wc 
are the friends of the people ; they made us what we are ; to 
them we are accountable ; and for them, as far as the Con- 
ilitution bears us on, we will aft : but you avow fentimenti 
fo materially and flatly contradiftory to thefe, that we arc 
bound in duty to withhold from you that confidence, which 
your avowed attachments and opinions muft inevitably lead 
you to abufe.*' Much offence was taken, it feemed, againft 
the Houfc of Commons, on the fcore of not putting the moft 
unlimited confidence in the prefent Minifters : but why arc 
not the jealoufies, which arc the caufes of this treatment fo 
loudly complained of, alfo taken into the account ? Would 
any man come forward and affirm, that the Houfe had no 
caufe of jealoufy; or had afted capricioufly in the feveral 
ileps which it had been oblaed to take in its own defence? 
He begged gentlemen would recolleft the mode in which his 
Majefty's Minifters had been called to office. What was 
the manner of the nomination which took place, and was the 
only reafon that could be alledged ia behalf of Minifters ?' 
Were not grounds of jealoufy involved in that circumftance, 
which juftified the diffidence of the Houfe, which had put 
them on their guard, which had treated them with a difire- 
fpcSt to which they had for a long aod hs^ppy period been 

ilraogers) 
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ftrangers ? Thus fituated, what could they have done, which 
it was their duty to do to the public, to themfclves, to his 
Majefty ? In this was grounded their want of confidence. It 
originated in that independence which was their moft pre- 
cious privilege, which had long continued, and which, he 
hoped, would ftill continue one of their proudeft diftinftions* 
How, then, were they to aft ? Was it in their power to 
treat His Majefty with more loyalty and refpcft than by ad-- 
dreffing him as they had done ? What Irrnguagedid that ad- 
drcfs fpeak to the Throne? It told his Mojefty what the wifhes 
of the Houfe were ; that the great objeft to which they 
pointed all their movements was fuch a Miniftry as the cir- 
cumftances of the country required ; that this objtft could 
only be obtained by the difmiffion of his Minifters, in whom 
they could not repofe any real confidence, and that thwi. 
obftacle His Majefty only could, and they truftcd, in his 

Saternal regard for his people, that he would remove it» 
Teed he fay how this dutiful, he would call it this conftitu* 
tional addrefs, the people, of England, and especially their 
|>ofterity, would yet find it to be, was returned ? Were the 
ieveral fentiments in His Majefty 's anfwer gracious or not ? 
He would not dwell on any thing which might bear a diffe- 
rent conftruftion ; but taking it for granted that the whole 
Houfe confidered it as a negative to the defircsof the Houfe, 
he prcfumed they would agree that fomething farther was 
ftill ncceflary on their part. This was the diftinguifliing 
feature of the prefent Adminift^ation. They had kept the 
Houfe in fufpenfe from time to time. It feemed to be their 
fyflem, that they would not be guided in any degree by the 
fentiments of a majority of the Houfe. No other hypothe- 
cs could give any thing like a rational folution of their con- 
duft. The Houfe was therefore obliged to aft towards them 
in a manner altogether unprecedented. No other conduft 
would fuit their manner of proceeding. Why, it had been 
aiked, were the fupplies not withheld ? The reafon, at Icaft, 
on which he, for one, had hitherto voted for the fupplies, 
might ftrikc the Houfe as a paradox. It was nevcrthelefs 
real. He had not fufficient confidence in the Minifters of 
the day to withhold xY^c fupplies. This, as he had always 
maintained, was a weapon put ip the power of the Houle, 
for the advantage of the community at large. It ought, 
therefore, with all their other power§^ to be exerted pnly 
where that was a probable confequcncc. When l^prd Ca- 
melford bad made a fimilar propofitio|^ to the Houfe, he 

H h a voted 



ft36 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784^ 

voted with his Lordfhip freely and fully. But why ? The 
reafon was obvious to every man in ihe houfe- He knew 
the temper, the principles, and the difpofitions of the noble 
Lord better, than to fnppole him capable of fctting the 
Hourc at defiance, in cafe fuch a motion had been carried 
againft him. Much as he had orppofed him, and ftrong as 
the language was, which, in the heat of debate, he had fre- 
quently ufed, from a conviftlon that it was then his duty to 
ufe it,"ftill he was well aware the noble L'>rd had a grcaCfcr 
refpeft for the conftitution than to oppofe his official exiftencc 
to the decided opinion of a majority in Parliament. On this 
principle, therefore, he had voted to ftop the fupplies, in' 
order to defeat the prcfecuticn of a war, which he confi- 
dered as ruinous in its confequences to the intereft of the 
public. But he could not do ib in the prefent lituation of 
the queftion. The Houfe had not reliance enough on the 
public fpirit of Minifters for promiling to themfelves any 
iuccefs from fuch a meafure. They faw the effefts i it would 
only plunge ihe country in confufion. The Minifters' love 
for the Conftitution was not fufficiently vifible to make them 
willing to rifle the experiment. Were rhey certain that a 
vote. of this kind would bring back the fervants of the Crown 
to conftitutional ground, and re-eftabli(h the confequence 
and importance of the Houfe ; he was willing, as an indivi- 
dual, to go without hefitation into that meafure, but then 
he could not be fuppofcd to adopt it on an^^ other principle; 
for on the fuppofition that even this laft exertion of privi- 
lege would be refiftrJ, into what difficulty did it plunge the 
Houfe oif Commons ? What infinite and irreparrablc confu- 
fion would, it j}ot occafion in the country? He aiked, what 
fort of a Government could take place on a principle which 
did not imply the confidence of the Houfe ? It was not nc- 
ccfl'ary for him to point its debility and infufficiency. In that 
cafe, confidering the immenfe extent of thofc fums which 
. this Houfe were in the habit of granting, would they not 
hefitate ? Thus every minute article in all the various fpcci- 
iic cfti mates which came before them, would be'conftantly 
infpefted, fcrutinized, and treated with a fcrupuloiSty whicl^ 
muft be peculiarly incompatible with that difpaich fo ciTeor 
tial to the buiinet's of the Houfe. What an Adminiftratioa 
would this be ! How inadequate to the management of af» 
fairs fo intricate, important, and multifarious as ours werel 
It would only, as hi§ honourable friend (Mr. Burke) ha4 
lately called it, be a body without a ibul^ a forin deftitutc 

of 
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>irit or power. But ftill they were urged, in the lan- 
;e of defiance, to do. their utinoft. This mode of ine- ' 
ng them was intended to.have its operation, and they 
; certainly not in the fault that it had not. He would 
.efs for Minifters, that whatever men could do, »nd 
5 than moft men would have attempted in their fitua- 
, had been done to promote their fchemes of divcfting 
Houfe of all its constitutional importance and efTcA. 
Bvould not mention the peculiar induftry by which they 

endeavoured to fubftantiate and realize their favourite 
m. But undoubtedly every thing they did would, when 
's minds were relieved from the preflure under which 

laboured at prefent, be fufiiciently feen through and 
srftood. The Houfe, however, had hitherto treated thp 
Ic with a delicacy, for which it deferved much credit, 
yvith the difcerning, diiinterefted^ and difpai&onate part 
he people, would certainly be much in its favour. And 
iras ready to abide by it, that to have a£ted with confi- 
:e to Minifters fituated as thofc of His Majefty now 
iy would have been an infult to the conftitution. They 

bad the misfortune to be in office under circumilances 
> hoftile to the people, could not have expefted any fuch 
pliance, as they muft have known the temper and prin- 
ts of the Houfe more accurately than to build their 
*s againft their convi£tions. Even this moft grofs and 
ipitant conduct was left for thofe times when' prercga>- 

was palpably meant to bear down every thing. Puttiog 
hefe things together, would any one pretend that the dc- 

of His Majefty's advilers was levelled at individuals ? 

was certain no intelligent peribn, who had infpeAe4 th^ 
ius.of fucceflive Adminiftrations in the prefent reign. 
Id entertain fuch an opinion for a fingle moment. Who 
lid aver that\he prefent diipute, for example, wap cn^ 
[y confined between the right honourable gentlem^in and 
felf ? No. This tlxeory would not go down with bifn. 
n^ould not have anfwered their purpofe who were at thp 
xm of the plot. It would not Ihew the utter infigoiii^ 
ce of the Houfe of Commons. It was not calculated to 
ic fuch a breach in the Legiflature as age^ to come might 
be able to repair. Therefore fuch a fchcme was pot ade- 
te to their inclinations, with whom the prefept no doubt 
an, and by whofe inguepce,- unlefs the fpirit of the pecH 

ibould interpofe, it would afluredly be coq[)pl^ated. 
ur object was to render the Ho^ of Comooof a m^Kt 

appendage 
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appenclage to the Court, an appurtenance to the Miniftcrs. 
Then the interefts of the people would be happily and faith- 
fully cherifhed by the Crown and their hereditary reprefea- 
tatives. It is true the Houfe of Commons could then do no- 
thing ; but every fun ft ion that diftinguifhcd them from the 
other branches of the Legiflature would be found in much 
greater perfcftion in that immaculate fortrefs, where no re- 
formation of any kind had ever yet entered. He adverted 
to the fate of the India bill, and alkcd if it did not owe it! 
oppofition, its extin6tion, to fecret influence ? This phrafe- 
ology had beencenfured as quaint, and ufed only for finiftcr 
purpofes : he would neve:thelefs adopt it, as referring tea 
circumftance, which, though in its own nature incapable of 
proof, he believed in his confcience wasuniverfally credited, 
Btrrtie ufed the phrafe fecret advifers, out of that refpeft and 
delicacy which he fhould always think it became hini to fpeak 
of the Prince on the Throne. He well knew his Sovereign 
was not what thefe officious advifers attempted to reprcfcn- 
him. He was fure his heart would have no fhare in the bu- 
fioefs. A noble Earl had gathered the opinions for the pro- 
feiTed purpofe of giving fuch information asihould afterwards 
determine the Royal conduft ; and had not the Conftitution 
•provided that His Majefty fliould know nothing of what was 
going forward in either Houfe of Parliament, with a view 
to influence the debate ? 1 he Houfe had been long acquaint- 
ed with this ftatement. He would affert there was not a maa 
in the Houfe who did not believe the reality of the circum- 
ftance thus related. As few, he truiled, would dareto cooie 
forward and attempt to judify thofe on conftitutional grounds. 
Nay, it was again and again admitted to be wrong. Indeed 
there was no great probability that His Majefty would have 
been thus eauly fwayed by a ftranger, when he had not 
communicated on thefe topics even with his confidential fer- 
vants. But the tale was not certainly in favour of the par- 
ties. Yet neither of them endeavours by any means to give 
it fuch a contradiftion as might have been expeficd. The 
rumour confequently gathers ground from this circumftancei 
and fpreads to fuch a degree as puts all doubt or hefitation 
out of thequeftion; and no individual but gives credit to 
what every body afferts. In Ihort, he was f© convinced that 
this convi£kion v^as real, however difgoifed or denied, that he 
Would not converfe with that man who aftefied to hefitate 
Qbout it. On what then was the exiftence of the prefent 
Mijiifters foufidcd } Was it poilible to miftake their inten- 
tion I 
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? Were they not meant to annihilate the Houfe of 
imons^ in complaifance to the Crown and the Houfe of 
ds ? — He went at large into the hiftory and manage- 
t of the Miniftry, and traced every ftep of their con- 
: in office 'as all tending to the dif^ace of the Houfe>of 
imons,' as hearing uniformly to that point, and as ut- 
j inexplicable on any other fuppofition. Why had not 
ifters diffolved the Parliament 5 Was not this an objeft 
rhich they retted many of their hopes on the commence- 
t of their oiiicial exiftence ? The temporary inconvc- 
CC8 which they apprehended were the only reafons on 
:h they had kept together* The means on which they 
come in, and by which they had intended to govern the 
itry, were confequently objefts of fufpicion and diflikc. 
Majefty's anfwer was not fatisfaftory. It was very ex- 
rdinarVj and fuch as this Houfe of Commons had no 
30 in the world to expeft. The country had not for a 
; and happy period been in fuch circumftances. Where 
5 the men who could now expedk to be of any fubflantial 
ice to the country ? Oar wants and difBcuIties were hour- 
lultiplled and multiplying, and would no doubt continue 
nultiply. Minifters were reduced to a line of condufk. 
muft in a great meafure hurt them with the public. It 
impoffible for them to ferve their country confcicntioufly 
lOut hazarding many bold and unequivocal meafures* 
whoever would venture on feveral queftionable afts^ 
Id unavoidable be unpopular, A horror of what might 
he confequencc of the prefent conteft would alfo natu- 
r fiartle the minds of moil men, and abridge that confi« 
:e in public charafters, without which there could be no 
.c or efficient Miniftry in this country, while it retained 
ncient and hereditary fpirit. The hoftility of Minifters 
le conftitution reduced them therefore to this dilemma^ 
;r to do fomething harfli and unpopular, or furrendcr 
r liberties without a ftroke. The difficulty of aSing 
;r the peculiar and original circumftances of the Houfe 
his time, depended a great deal on the feelings of the 
li^er^. Had thofe men, who were now in office, the 
icr coaceptfon of their fituation; the conduft of the 
ife was obvious. But they were not difpofed to convince 
kind that they felt like other men. They fecmed, ia 
opinion, not fufficiently alive to fentiipents of true dig^ 
^ or at leaft he differed from them in what they undoubt^ 
thought a maiUy and Q)irited conduft. However they; 

W011I4 
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would foon, and certainly' like all their predcceflbrs it tbe 
fame predicamcirt, gather knowledge from experience. 
Which of them had not felt the capricioufncfs and treachery 
of men who had no re/jponfibility ? He defired the Houfc to 
remember the hiftory of Lord Chatham. With how much 
honcft confidence had that great man entered the "Royal do-, 
fet ! He thought his own" elevated fentiments fuperior to all 
the duplicity which he could any where encounter. He con- 
fcquenily was equal to the tranfcendent abilities and virtues 
which he poffeffed, and to thofc aftonifhing aftions and 
achievements which marked their exercife in the fervicc of hit 
counti^. But he had done too much to be forgiven. It was 
bis ruin, not his honour, the fecret advifers of Majefty con- 
fulted. ThJ's he was not long in perceiving, though he did 
not perceive it till the injury meant had taken effeft ; and it 
Was well known how it had operated both on his charader and 
pojiularity. Having gone over an infinite variety of topics, 
he obferved, that he had always ftated it as his opinion,' that 
the Houfe could advife the removal. of Miniftcrs without 
giving their reafons. This was a liioft important qaeftton^ 
but he dreaded the trial of it, as the confequence might be 
dreadful. It ought however to appear to the Houfe and the 
public, what the real debate was, and on what it hinged. 
There was nothing in it pcrfonal. The Houfc was the ob- 
jeA to be degraded, and there was not another ftep neceffiiry 
to complete the cataftrophe of the conflitutiori. He Wiis not 
a little forry that the Houfe was referred in the anfwer to the 
jrddreffcs. This he thought a language, * at leaft, by no 
means conftitutional, and regretted that it had been nfcd 
from the Throne ; for, in his mind, there was a great dif- 
fcfcnce between ufing it in Parliament and arguing from it 
aa far as it would go, and putting it in the King's 'anfwer to 
the addrcfs. This was giving it a confequence which he was 
not ready to admit, and he would, on all occafions, be ex- 
tremely Ihy of eftablifhing any thing like an appeal to Ithc 
people againft their reprefentatives. He tvas averfe.from 
adverting to precedeftts, where the iflue was fp unfortunate 
to all the parties concerned ; but the reigns of the Stuarts 
alone futnifhcd the only ones which could apply to the prc- 
ftnt difputc ; and who that had read and confidcrcd tlie hif* 
tory of thofe mifguided and ill-advifed princes. Could help, 
cbftirvitig, that they were buoyed up with, addrefTes in the 
JVofy nlomcnt when they were virtually profcribed by ihf 
Ifearts and fentiments of their people. He was not very 
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billing to fay any thing about the addrefles, cither how the^ 
were procured, or to what extent ; but he would fay that 
there were certain conftitutional queftions on which they 
were by no means competent to advife the Houfe •, and 
whatever their opinion might now be of the matter pend- 
ing between prerogative and privilege, he did not doubt 
but they would one time or other be in a capacit;^ to 
diftinguifli their friends from thofe who had all along 
endeavoured to make them their dupes. -^ — He begged 
gentlemen would only look to both fides of the Houfe, 
and confider with themfelves who were the people moft 
likely to form the government fo much wanted. He 
had nevtfr faid any thing of the prefent Minifters with re- 
gard to their abilities, as he wifhed in the event of an union 
taking place to fay nothing which could retard its pro;^refs. 
But. now. that this great objeft was apparently at an end, 
lie would fay that a right honourable gentleman over agninft 
him poffefled very eminent talents. This was a tribute 
\^hich he thought his due, and which he had never been 
backward to pay. He would not, however, go over the 
arrangement ajphabetically, nor fingle out the feveral indi-* 
viduals of whom it was compofed. ' But to fpeak of their 
abilities coneftively was abfolutely ridiculous ; and there- 
fore he might be allowed to think them not of ability equal 
.to their fituation. But this was not his only or his greatelt 
objeftion to them. He did not know how he might be 
able to aft with men who might pofTefs the confidence of 
the fecret advifers of Majefty.' He and his friends, as they 
had lately experienced, might then have to ihuggle at 
once with public diflike, on account of what it was 
their duty to do, and fecVet influence, confequently they 
could never be fure j and this was an obftacle of fo ferious 
a nature, that it deferved the attention of the Houfe, as it 
appeared to him almoft infuperable. , He had difcuficd the 
fubjeft diijpaflionately, as men's minds were already but too 
much fermented to judge of it coolly. He knew and main- 
tained the power of the Houfe or Xommons ; but as the 
country was circumftanced, he ftill thought intermediate 
meafures moft eligible. Thefe he always had, and ever 
would prefer. His intention therefore was to move an ad- 
drefs, in which no reference was made to any*thing which 
might appear ungracious, and fuitable acknowledgments 
returned for whatever, in any part of it, would bear a 
favourable interpretation. This talk had devolved on him, 
VoL.XIil. li not 
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sot b^caufe many on bis fide of the Houfe were not qqu^ 
to the tiikf or perhaps from perfonal circumftances raigh^ 
not havp donp it with more delicacy and propriety ; but tbc 
train in ^yhich he had thought on the fubjed^ and the con- 
(lant attention he had ever given it, befides the fatisfajQiioi^ of 
avowing his ideas fairly a(id openly, as )8r^ll as the lafge 
piare he bad hitherto taken in the debate, wero all jxiotlyes 
with him for {landing forward in the bufinefs. He {iad 
ufed as much delicacy to Minifters as he thought con^ftpji^ 
with his duty, while the probability of fome of thpm a.^pg 
SMS his colleagues in omce remained. That probj^bihty^ 
however, in his opiuiop, fiow ceafed j and be faw nothjfig 
for the future to forbid his giving way to thofe feeliiig^ au^ 
refledions which from every view of the l(ub]e& wfsre 
unavoidable. 

Mr. Fox then moved, 

«« That an humble addrefs be prefcnted to His Majpftf 
moft humbly to reprefent to His Majefty the fatisfaflib^ his 
faithful Commons derive from the late mpit gracious aflu^ 
ranees we haye received that His Majefty cqncurs witli i^ls 
in opinion, that it conperns the honour of bis fCrow^ and 
the welfare of his people that the public afiairs ihoiild be 
Condu6ied bv a firm, efficient, extended, united Ajdxnini* 
ftration, entitled to the confidence of his people, and ixich 
as may have a tendency to put an end to the unhappy diyi^- 
fions and diftra£lions of this country. To acjcoowledge 
His Majefty's paternal goodnefs, in his late mo(t gf acious 
endeavours to give effea to the objefl of our late dutiful 
reprefentation to His Majefty. To lament that the failure 
of thefe His Maj^fty's moft gracious endeavours ihould be 
conddered as a nnal bar to the accomplifhment of (o £Uii- 
tary and defirable a purpofe; and to expreOs our concen^ 
and difappointment, that His Majefty ha^ not been advifed 
to take any farther ftep towards uniting in the public iervice 
thofe whofe joint efforts have recently appeared to ^is Mzr 
jefty moft capable of producing fo happy an efi^ed^. That 
this Houfe, with all humility, claims it as its right, and on 
every proper occalion feels it to be their bounden duty to 
advifc His Majefty touching the cxercife of any branch of 
his Royal prerogative. That we fubmit it to His Majefty*^ 
Doyal coniideration that the continuance of' an Admini- 
ftratioa which does not poffefs the confidence of the repre: 
(entatives of the people muft be injurious to the public fer- 
vice. That this Houfe can have no intereft diftina and 

feparate 
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ieparate from thit of their conftitucnts, and that they 
therefore feel themfelves called upon to repeat thofe loyal 
and dutiful affiirances they have already exprefled of their 
reliance on His Majefty's paternal regard for the welfare of 
ills people, that His Majefty would gracioiifly enable thcih 
to execute thofe important trails 'Which the Conftitution 
iizs veiled in them, with honour to themfelves and advan- 
tage to the public, by the confirmation of a new AdminU 
ilration, appointed under circumftances which may tend 
to conciliate the minds of his faithful Commons, and give 
energy and liability to His Majefty 's Councils. That as 
His Majefty's faithful Commons, upon the matureft delibe- 
rations, cannot but confider the continuance of the prefent 
Miniiiers as an unwarrantable obftacle to His Majefty's 
inoft gracious purpofe, to comply with th^ir wifhes in the 
formation of fuch an Adminiftration as His Majefty, in 
toncurrence with the unanimous refolutions of this Houfe, 
feems to think requifite in the prefent -exigencies of the 
cbuiitry, they feel themfelves bound to remain firm in the 
liriih exprefled to His Majefty in their late humble addrefs, 
dnd do therefore find themfelves obliged again to befeech 
His Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to lay the 
foundation of a ftrong and ftable government, by the pre* 
vious removal of his prefent Minifters.** 

The Earl of Surrey fecolided the motion. 

Mr. HdmlhoH entered on the argument without any pre- Mr. Htmil 
face. Among other things, he adverted to the manage- **"• 
tnent which had been adopted by the other fide of the 
Houfe. He praifed the conllancy of Minifters, and urged 
them to perfevere. He dared the oppofition to criminate 
their conduj^, to impeach their charaAers, to leflen their 
bopularityj not even, faid he, a group of armed ruffians 
liired on purpofe to aflault the friends of the Minifter, can 
iucceed in effefling their wifties. He trufted, however, 
that things would appear in their own light, and that a 
very (Iiort time would bring the argument to ah iiSue* He 

}*uftified the exertion of His Majefty*8 prerogative, and 
aid, that the Conftitution had many obligations to them. 

Sit Horace Mann owned that he came from the Royal Sir Hortct 
|)referiee with fentiments very different from thofe in which ^•"°- 
he approached it. lit reprobated the mode of condufi 
which had been ufed to gentleriien on his iide of the 
Hoiife. He inveighed in ftrong terms againft the various 
fiid improbable csdumnies which had been fo induftrioufly 

\i X forged 
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forged and propagated, Thefe were thcmeans by which 
Minifters fupported themfelves on the ruins of their cha- 
j-afters and principles, who had virtue enough to oppofc 
them. In his opinion, the people on this occafion were 
deluded, and it was the duty of the Houfe to undeceive 
them. It was a difpute between the powers of the Crown 
and thofc of the people, and if this Houfe did not take 
patt with their conftituents, it would not anfwer ibe end. 
Mr. wil, Mr. JVilber force exprefied his approbation of the addrefs^ 
bcrforce. as it feemcd to him to be more full and explicit than the 
former, and Xo exprefs the fentiments of the Houfe in th? 
ftrongeft terms. He thought this was fair and honeft, and 
Jie hoped gentlemen would view it in this light. He could 
not, however, give it his confent, as he thought it tended, 
in all its various circumftances, to eftabliih a power hitherto 
unknown to the Conftitution, and which tended to deftroy 
that mixture of government which was the glory and the 
boaft of this country. He made a comment on the addrcfs, 
and contrafted it with the former one, and with the refo- 
lutions of the Houfe on which it was founded. He hoped 
no perfon, whilft he profefled a conflitutional attachment to 
the prerogatives of Majefty and the rights of the Sove- 
reign, would believe that he favoured the principles of 
fimple monarchy, or was unfriendly to the privileges of 
the Houfe of Commons. He hoped gentlemen would re- 
colleft^ that it had been his object on a former occafion to 
fupport the dignity and to maintain the purity of that 
Jloufe ; he had refifted the undue influence of the Crown 
then, and had done all in his power to cffeftuate its dimi- 
pution. He now, however, faw a power endeavoured to 
be ereftfcd equally unfriendly to the exiftence of the Con- 
ftitution ; he faw a Houfe of Commons attempting to wreft 
the prerogative from the hand of the Monarch,^ and to 
trample on the rights of the Sovereign ; he faw, perhaps 
what was worfe, a dangerous faftion exiiling 11 1 that Houfe, 
and every accommodation of circumftances rendered fub- 
fervicr.t lo the views of that cabal, if therefore there was 
on a former occafion danger to the Conftitution from the 
undue influence of monarchy, there was furcly equal dan- 
ger in the prefeht cafe from the exiftence of a fa£lion 
which wiflied to level all diftinftions, and efpecially to 
proftitute every thing to what was falfely denominated the 
dignity and the honour of the Houfe of Commons. The 

ambitioi) 
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ambition of monarchy might endanger this Conftitation, 
but here was a power ftill «nore unfriendly to its exiftence. 

Mr. Martin exprefled his difapprobation of the addrefs. 

Sir fVilliaw Dolben agreed with the addrefs, fo far as^it Sir William 
Went to expr.efs the .confidence in the wifdom and goodnefs I^o**>«n« 
of Majcity, Such fentiments of gratitude and loyalty were 
on all occafions becoming the Houfe, and ihould ever have 
' bis concurrence. He could not, however, go along with 
it. in thofe paflages which contained a lamentation on ac- 
count of the Sovereign's refufing to gratify what was dated 
to be the wifh of the Houfe. He co^fidered the prefent 
addiefs as putting that union at a diftance which was fo 
ardently defired, and veiling the Houfe with an unconfti- 
tudonal power which did not belong to it. The Houfe of 
Commons had furely a right to advife His Majefly in the 
exercife of his prerogatives, but it had no ti^le to put a 
iiegative on them ; and was not this the very power which 
it wiflied at ptef.nt to ufurp ? If the Houfe of Commons, * 

for reafons frivolous or capricious, were to pafs cenfure, 
^r negative the exertions of prerogative in the choice of 
Minifters totics quoticsj the power of appointment muft im- 
mediately and virtually devolve to that Houfe from the 
Crown. Had not a fimilar mode of reafoning been adopt- 
ed by the oppofite fide of the Houfe during the reafoning 
on the India bill which had lately been thrown out ? Was 
it not on that occafion alledged, that if the Crown had a ? 

negative on the appointments of the Court of Directors, 
if it was authorifed to rejeft thcjn toties quoties^ the power 
of eleftion would not reft in the Company, but be trans- 
ferred to the Crown ? And might not the fame mode of 
reafoning now be applied to the cafe in queftion ? He 
thought in Juftice it might. He ftated the cafe of fecret 
influence, fo much infifted on. He affirmed, that the in- 
fluence which had been employed had been exercifed for 
the beft purpofes. It had ferved the heft purpofes in the 
view qf a conftitutional government, and enabled men, in 
the difcharge .of their duty, to fteal the falfe die from the 
pockets of Miniftry. The- late Adminiftration had held 
the bank for fome time, but had unfortunately now loft 
that falfe die on which all their credit and all their profits 
depended. The doftrines of paflive obedience and non- 
refiftance, of divine, indefeafible right, had been long repro- 
bated. He Jibp.ed there was no perfon now fo hardy as tq 
paijitaii^ them in all their dangerous latitudes. But there 

was 
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'i^as furcly a difference between tTiefe political abfurditiei 
and the aflertions of prerogative, which were this day caHed 
in queftioh, and which it Was the duty of every Engliihnian 
to fapport. He alledged that the honourable gentleman 
(Mr, Fox) had flattered the gentlemen who compofed th4 
meeting at the St. Alban's tavern; he had cajoled theid 
into a Coincidence of fentiment and of view with himicSj 
^hd 00 this foundation had built all his nahetSs^ It was' in 
this way that he had induced them into error, and by iSi 
tefolutions which had pafTed in the Houfe, and in particii- 
lar the firft of them, had brought them into a cul dijacj 
tilt of which there was t^6 paffagc. He beftowed a nign 
encomium on the noble Lord oppofite to him ; he had lira^ 
Cbncnrred with him in fentiment, and hoped foon to have 
that honour again, as he had the higfaeft opinion of His tn^ 
tegrity and political ability. 

General Conway did not wifli to go into a r^etition o{ 
argunient on the queftion, but would not allow what bad 
fallen from the laft fpeaker to pafs without ftridure. He 
faiid it had been alledged that the Houfe had no right td 
advife the Sovereign in the exercife of his prerogative — 
This advice had been confidered as a daring infringement 
oh the rights of the Sovereign, and a dire^ negatfY^ on 
them. He could not hear fuch doftrine^ advanced without 
reprobating them,» Thefc maxims had never been broach^ 
ed by the ranked Tories in this country, nor had tfic^ 
been maintained in an arbitrary reign by the mofl: 2ealon^ 
Anti-Exclufionifts. He affirmed that if there was any bah 
hnce of power in the government of this country, it reftej 
in Parliament : the Conftitutibn, if it etifted any where: 
feparately cxifted there. He wifhed for union, and wonla 
make every honourable facrifice to it, as it was undoubtedly 
coiineSed with the public peace. 
Sir William Sir PTtltiaiH Ddlbeh denied his having advanced iriy iicir 
poibcn. or unconftitutional dofefrihes. He had faid, that if the 
Houfe affumed a controling right over the exercife 6f the 
prerogative, in that inftancc the intercfts of the Sovereign 
would be affefted, and that balance of po\^er 'v^hicTi tW 
Conftittltidn had ^iven to the Moiiarch as the executive 
branch of the tegiflature, deftroyed. TKis was a tone <tf 
sdvifing equal to a command^ and which furely ought not 
to be admitted ; thefe were the fentiments be Had advanced,' 
ind which were neither rie^ nor uncoiiftlttftibnal. 
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Thp Cbancflhr of the Exchequer wHhcd to avoids a? much The ciun. 
'f$ poflible, all thofe repetitions of argument which hacl1]H&. ceiiorof the 
cbxnie fo frequent, and had mingled thcmfclycs of late fo ^*«*'«<l"«'- 
niuch in the progrefs of debate. He wiflied to confinp 
J^imfelf as much as pollible to what he confiderit^d the point 
in quellion, and to deliver his fentiments on this fuoje.^ 
yith as much concifenefs as lay in his power, that thp^ 
who fpeak mi^ht not be deprived of an opportunity of giy* 
fhg th^ir opinions, and that thofe who bear might not Ibr 
jtired by a fatieiiing and difagreeablic? reiteration of beaten 
(hemes and of hacknied arguments. It had been infinuated 
By an honourable memt>er, (Qeneral Conway) and ipmp 
pthcrs, that he was averfe to union. j)e coujcj by no 
ineans admit this afiertion— ^Had he not oh many occafion^ 
fiwen the ftrongeft evidence of his predilection for the prinr 
ciple ? Had he not expfefled thefe attachments repeajtedly iu 
'the cotirfe of his fpeaking on the fubjed? It was nis Mrifli to 
jpre£^ a ftrong government— It was his defire to contribute 
sdi' in ills power to the formation and fupport of fo defirable 
ai'fyftem. He was therefore one of thofe who woi^ldex- 
prefs his fentunents'of reprobation againil thofe who op* 
pofj^d union, as )ie confidereid this niieafure as nece|r^rny 
pmneCled with the inteireft and the happinefs of th,e pub- 
licV ' But whilft he emitted theie ftrong and decided fenti- 
liients in favour of union,^ he by no mean? thought thai 
t|iU defirable objed^ would be1>rought nearer by the addfc)^ 
under confideration, nor could at all be iTorwarded by jtl^e re** 
fignation of Minifters. On this point he had already giv^p 
nis ifentiments. Thofe fentiinents he had ^een no reaipn tp 
ailtcr. He was equally ftruclc at another aflertion of the 
honourable Greneral — • It had been affirmed that the wordip 
gJF one fide of the Houfe aimed at the annihilation of its 
privileges. Good God ! hoV could fuch ideas be formed 
or entertained i Had he in any part of his condud or of hi^ 
pa(k procedure, manifefted any peculiar predilection in fa* 
your of Monarchy, or of the undue influence of the Crpvtri^^ 
tiad he, during the progrefs of his parliamentary adiing?, 
wifhed to encroach on, or to deftroy, the privileges of Parr 
liament i Xbe Conftitution and the riehts of the Houfe of 
pommons were circumftances which he had always been 
taught to venerate. He would therefore appeal to the can- 
dour of the Houfe, to its 'recollections of his expreffions on 
this fttbjeiS, whether he had not, on '9II occafions arid un* 
4er every defcriptidn of circumfftoces, maintained its pri- 
vilege^ 
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vileges and its dignity. His own opinions, his partialities, 
and his views favoured thofe ideas 5 and he muft have been 
deluded to have ailed in oppofition to them. But whilft 
he exprefled his warmeftfentiments for the honour and the 
dignity of the Houfe of Commons, . he felt himfelf under an 
obligation at the fame, time, to vindicate "the dodlrines of the 
honourable Baronet (Sir William Dolben) behind him, fo far 
Us they refpe£led the rights of the other Ijranches of the L&. 
ture, fo far as they regarded the juft and coiiftitutional 
prerogatives of the Sovereign. Thefe the Conftitution had 
defined with as much accuracy as it had - done thofe of the 
Houfe of Commons; and it was furely the duty of Mi- 
ftifters, and of members of that Houfe, equally to fupport 
the rights of both. No man was more zealous or more un- 
referved in admitting and aflerting the right of the Houfe 
to advife the Sovereign in the exercife of all his prerogatives 
than he was. This had always been a fentiment which he 
had avowed", but that a declaration of the difapprobation 
of the Houfe of His Majefty's Minifters, Ihould, ipfa faQOi 
in any given inftance, bind and compel the Sovereign to 
difmifs thofe Minifters, or oblige them to refign, was a point 
which he never had admitted, and would never allow — 
Such a fentiment of difapprobation furely placed Minifters 
in aukward and unpleafant fitu^tions ; but that it Ihould 
force them' to retire he would maintain was an unconftitu- 
tional doftrine, hoftile to the prerogative of the Crown, 
and to that balance of power on which the excellency of our 
government depended. This was a point, there'forc, which 
. he was always 'ready to maintain, and from Supporting 
which, he hoped he would never be precluded by any falfe 
theories or vague declamation refpefting the dignity of the 
Houfe. He alluded to the idea of a faftion exifting in the 
Houfcy ftated by his honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) 
and which he had afTerted to be dangerous to the halance 
of the Conftitution. How far this was true, how far the- 
condufl: of the Houfe of Commons during its late procedure 
juftified this doftrine, and. how far the addrefs unider con- 
fideration confirmed its truth, ought to be weighed, and 
ought to produce correfponding effcfts on the minds and 
votes of the members of the Houfe. In deliberating, how- 
ever, on this point, he would caution members not to be 
overawed by falfe alarms of an encroaching prerogative, by 
falfe fears of an extended monarchy, or to b? decided by 

• the 
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^he ring and found of dignity, fo inceflantly poured into 
the ear of the Houfe on the prefent and pad occafion. But 
though he wa§ thus the opponent of all capricious decifioil 
pn the appointment of Minifters, he was as unfriendly to 
jtheir continuance in office when difappToved of by the 
Houfe of Commoitts on prqper grounds, as by either branch 
p{ the Legillature. On this account, he called on the Hpuf^ 
X0 fpecify changes againft Adminiftration, to prove thofe 
^charges, and not capricioufly to condemn an Adminiftration 
^hlch bad never as yet been found guilty, and had in fa£), 
by an unaccountable obftinacy and untowardnefs of circum- 
^ances, been deprived of an opportunity of difplaying ita 
|)rudeiice and its zeal in the fenrice of the public. When 
^eie accufations were proved, -when thefe charges were 
iubftantiated, it would then be proper for Minifters to re- 
Jign 'y and if in fuch a cafe he ihould afterwards continue 
in office, he would fuffer himfelf to be ftigmatized as the 
champion of prerogative, and the unconftitutional fupportet 
x>{ the ufurpations of the Crown. But till this period ar« 
iaved, he fiiould reckon it his duty to adhere to the prin* 
ciples of the Conftitution, as delivered to us by our axicef-* 
tors; to defend them againft innovation and encroachment^ 
«nd to maintain thiem with firmneft« 

Attempts had been made to fix imputations of criminality 
W the prefent Adminiftration. Their fins bad been flat^^ 
and one of the moft glaring of them was, that the late Miniftry 
was difmiiled againft the fenfe of the Houfe. But wh^t vvas the 
meaning of this charge ? To what cohclufion did the argu-* 
fnent, when followed up, lead? Did it not fairly admit of this 
comment, that it was improper for Majefty to difmifs hi^ 
Minifters, provided they were not difapproved by the Houfe 
of Commons, and that fo long as they a6led agreeable to ita 
fentiment, folong, and no longer were they to enjoy the pa- 
tronage of the Crown, and retain the offices of Adminiftra* 
tion ? Was this a decent treatment of the Prerogative ? Wag 
this conftitutional dodlrine ? Was it not degrading the dig- 
nity of the Sovereign ? Was it not a transference of the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown to the Houfe of Commons, and a 
placing of the Royal fceptre under the mace that lies on that 
table? The Conftitution of this country is its glory. But in 
what a nice adjuftment of parts does its excellerice confift ! 
-Equally free from the difiraftions of democracy, and the ty- 
ranny of monarchy, its happinefs confifts ip its mixture of 
parts. It was this mixed government; which the pru4efice of 
• Vol. XIII. - Kk our 
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our anceftorshad devifed, and which it would be our wifdom 
inviolably to fupport. They experienced all the viciflitudci 
and diftra61:Ions of a republic. They felt all the raffalage 
and difpotifm of a flmple monarchy. They abandoned both, 
and by blending each together, extrafted a lyftem which has 
been the envy and admiration of the world. It is this fcheme 
of government which conftitutes the pride oF Engliflimen^ 
and which they can never relinquifli but with their lives. . 
This fyftem, however, it is the intention of the prefent addrefs 
to defeat and deftroy. It is the intention of this addrefs to 
arrogate a power which does not belong to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, to place a negative on the exercife of the Prerogative, 
and to deftroy the balance of power which gives diflindioa 
to that government which was fettled at the RevolatioDy 
and has ever ilnce continued to diffufe its happy influences 
over the inhabitants of this country. It bad been remarked 
by an honourable member (Mr. Fox) that no period of our 
hiftory affords an example of minifters exifting after an ad- 
drefs, difapproving of ithem, from the Houfe of Commons 
JBut to obviate this obfervation, it may be proper* to aik, 
whether the hiftory of this country affords any inftancci ia 
which a jVfiniftry have been called on to retire from officii 
without a caufe ? This is a remark which merits attention, 
and to which it may not be improper to diredl the notice of 
the honourable gentleman at the prefent moment. On what 
grounds of plauubility, under what pretexts then are the fup- 
plies for the fervices of the public to be refufed ? Is it on ac- 
count of the arbitrary decifion of the Houfe ? Have they no 
confidence in the condudi: of Adminiftration ? And I will even 
venture to afk the honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) whether 
be believes that thefe fupplies, if granted, would be mifapplied? 
He faid the fentiments of the public were flattering to Mi- 
niftry. Thefe the refolutions of the Houfe had led his Ma- 
jefty to attend to, and he would fay the addrefles which had 
been prefented to the Throne were unequivocally in favour of 
that Adminiftration which this Houfe has difapprpved. He 
exprejSed his approbation of the explicitnefs of the prefent 
addrefs : he hoped gentlemen would now fpeak out, and that 
ihey would bring their charges againft Minifters. He flatr 
tered himfelf the honourable gentleman's (Mr, Fox) manlineli " 
and candour would lead him to this, and that he would not 
any longer tear in pieces the charadler of Minifters by diftant 
•but dark invedive, or unfupported allegation. He cautioned 
the rioufe againft entertaining an idea that the prefent motion 
was calculated to promote vjnion«^it feemed rather intended 

to 
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to divide and drive parties at greater diftance from each othei^. 
He infifled that an union, if eflablifhed at all, muft exift and 
be formed on honourable principles — without this, all coali- 
tion was farce, and could never be permanent. Union formed 
on different motives could never be of long continuance-— 
they carried in them their very principles of divifion, *^ They 
hold the word of promife to the ear, and break it to the fenfe." 
He concluded with apologizing to the Houfe for delaying 
them fo long : thus much, however, he thought it neceffary 
to fay in fupport of the balance of the Conftitution, the pre- 
rogatives of the King, and the previleges of Parliament, 

Mr. Drake was again ft the motion. 

Mr. Dempjler ftated what had occurred that dy at the St. Mr- Dcmp. 
Alban's Tavern, and wifhed that gentlemen would on both ^^'* 
fides concede a little, and not fuffer grammatical obflacles to 
ftand in the way, when he trufled in God that all others were 
pretty well removed. The two gentlemen who had nego- 
ciated this bufinefs defcrv.ed every thing from their country 
that gratitude could beftow ; and he wiftied that they had yet 
four and twenty hours to try their efforts farther. 

Mr. Hopkins fpoke to the fame effedl. He thought Mr. Mr. Hof 
Pitt had afled with becoming liberality, in conceding what he ^^^^* 
had done, and he wifhed that they would yet come to a con- 
dufion. • 

Mr. Fox thought it ncceflary to explain the circumftances Mr. Poi. 
of the laft negociation, and the reafons of their condufk. H[e 
feid he was of opinion, that when the mefTage came down to . 
the Duke of Portland, intimating his Majefty's wifhes that 
he fhould have a perfonal interview with Mr. Pitt, to form a 
new Adminiftration on a wide bafis, and on fair and equal 
terms, there was no probability that any ferious and cordial 
union fhould be formed from an interview grounded on fuch 
-terms — but the Duke of Portland thought that the terms of 
the meflage might be conftrued in a manner which might 
warrant them in agreeing to a conference. The word fair 
no one could objeft to ; it was a general term, and the parties 
might difcufs and determine on what they conceived to be 
mutually fair in fettling the feveral arrangements. That as to 
the word equals to which he in particular objedled, his Grace 
thought it might be meaat in its more general unlimited fenfe 
of equittible, and in that fenfe there could be no objeflion to 
it. On this account the Duke returned an anfwer, requeuing 
that Mr. Pitt would explain the word eqi4al^ but Mr. Pitt de- 
clared in fo many words, that he did not think any farther 
preliminary explanation neceflary.— Here the matter brojce 

Kk2 off, 
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off, for it was impoflible that his Grace could meet Mr. Pitt 
' on terms which he refufed to explain. The refolution of the 
St. Alban's meeting was not dire£ted againft either party : it 
was fairly impartial in its purport, and cenfured the one fide 
for not explaining, as well as the other for not conceding. 
The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained his condufl in re* 
ceiior of thfc gard to this negociation with great clearnefs. He had always 
Exchequer, declared, he faid, that he wbuld never confent either to one 
a£tual or virtual refignation for the purpofe of ne|;ociating. 
The meflage which his Majefty fent to the DukeofPortland 
was in every refpetSb clear and unequivocal. When defired to 
explain what was meant by equals he had faid that it wopid 
be bed explained in a perfonal conference.. His reafon for this 
anfwer, and for not agreeing to take this word out of the 
ineffage, and to let the term fair ftand by itfel^ was, that by 
fo doing it was an implication that they came to an interview 
to negociate a new Adminiftration, admitting the Duke <tf 
Portland*s pofition, that inequality was the bq/is effinrmfs. 
Wr. Fox, Mr. Vox faid, the ohjedtion of the Duke carried no fuch in* 
' ference. Subflitute the word equitable in the room of tqud^ 
or explain what you mean by your own term, and the diffi- 
culty is removed. 
The Hon. The Honourable Charles Mar/ham faid, he trufted that gen^ 
Ch. Mar- tlemfen would yet put an end to. their granlmatical obje6honi 
and verbal delicacies, and that an approach for a fettlement 
might yet be made. 
Mr. Hop- Mr. Hopkins faid, that in this hope, and to prevent farther 

kins. inflammation, he would move the previous queftion. 
l&x, Powys. Mr. Powys thought that unlefs there was any farther ne- 
gociation pending between the two right honourable gentle- 
men, the motion for the addrefs fhould be put, fince the cha* 
rafter of the Houfe was involved in it- 1$ 

The Chan- 'The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that no other nego- 
ecUorof the ciation was pending ; and as the queftion for the addrefs wi»s 
Exchequer, j^q^^j^ j^^ thought it better that the fenfe of the Houfe fliould 
be taken upon it. 
The previous queftion was withdrawn. 
The Houfe then divided on the queftion for the addrefs ; 
Ayes, 201 ; Noes, 189. Majority, 12. 

The addrefs was then prepared, and ordered to be prefented 
by the whole Houfe. 

March 2. 

The Houfe in a Committee went through the Receipt-tax 
hill, on the claufes of which there was fome converfation. 

March 
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March 3. 

A debate took place on the queftion ftarted by Lord Malt" 
land^ whether the Conftable of the Tower was a civil officer, 
and whether it vacated the feat of Lord George Lenox. A 
number of circumftances belonging to jhe office were men- 
tioned ; and it was determined that it was a military appoint^ 
ment. 

March 4. 

The Houfe went up to St. James's with the Addrefs. On 
tbieir return th^ Speaker read the King's moft gracious Anfwet 
as follows : 

** Gentlemen, 

^* I have already exprefled to you how fenfible I am of the 
advantages to be derived from fuch an Adminiflration as was 
pointed out in your unanimous refolution. And I aOured 
you that I was defirous of taking every flep moft condufive 
to fuch an obje<^ : 1 remain in the fame fentiments ; but I 
continue equally convinced that it is an objedt not likely to 
be obtained by the difmiffion of my prefent Minifters. 

*^ I muft repeat, that no charge or complaint, or any fpe- 
cific ^bje<Siion, is yet made againft any of them : if there wei^ 
any fuch ground for their removal at prefent, it ought to b^ 
equally a reafon for not admitting them as part of that ex- 
tended and united Adminiflration which you (late to 'be re- 
quisite. 

** I did not confider the failure of my recent endeavours as 
a finai bar to the accompli fhment of the purpofe which I had 
in view, if it could have been obtained on thofe purpofes of 
fairnefs and equality, without which it can neither be ho- 
nourable to thofe who are concerned, nor lay the foundation 
of fuch a ftrong and ftable government as may be of lafting 
advantage to the country— but I know of no farther fleps 
which 1 can take, that are likely to remove the difficulties 
which obftrudl: that defirable end. 

" I have never called in queftion the right of my faithful 
Commons, to offer me their advice upon evtry proper occa^- 
fion, t6uching the exercife of any branch of my Prerogative. 

" I fhall be ready at all times to exercife it, and give it the 
moft attentive coiifi deration — they will ever find me difpofed 
to ihew my regard to the true principles of the Conftitution, 
and to take fuch meafures, as may beft conduce to the profpe- 
rity of my kingdom*" 

Mr^ 
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Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox rofe the moment the Speaker had finiflied his re- 
cital of the King's Anfwer, and moved that the confideration 
of His Majefty's anfwer to the Addrefs of the Houfe of Com- 
mons be adjourned till Monday next. 
This was unanimoufly affented to. 

The order of the day was then called for from theTreafury 
Bench, for going into a Committee on the report of the ac- 
count of the finances of the Eaft-India Company, prefented 
by the Court of Diredlors ; and Mr. Eden, who had caufed 
the order to be made a few days ago, moved that it be read. 
Upon this, 

ilf.Welbore Mr. fVeU^ore Ellis rofe ; he faid the Houfe feemed to him 
EUis. to have laid it down as a riile of praftice, not to go into any 
public bufinefs whatever until queftions that immediately 
concerned the privilege and dignity of the Houfe were firft 
difpofed of. Upon this principle he moved that the order of 
the day be adjourned to Monday. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox feconded the motion, faying, that he did it not 
with any view to delay public bu^nefs, or to withhold any 
fupply ; and he intended that his condudl fhould prove the 
Cncerity of his profefGons. But fiirely when a matter of fuch 
moment as the King's anfwer was to be difcufied, and to be 
followed up with lome meafure that ought to be final, he 
thought that twice twenty-four hours could not be thought 
too long a time for deliberation. . . 

The Chan The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the right honourable 

ceUorofthe gentleriian wiflied not to be thought defirous to flop fupplies; 

Ezchc^ttcr. Yyxxi when he proceeded to delay, froni day to day, it was very 
natural for people to think that he meant to refufe. He did 
not think, that, after the manner in which the pitiful trick of 
adjournment laft week had been treated, another would havebeen 
made this day to delay the public bufinefs, by another ad- 
journment. The mutiny bill flood for to-morrow; he hoped 
that when gentlemen confidered how very foon the mutiny 
aft was to expire, they would not think it expedient to put 
off the confideration of that bill any longer. If gentlemen 
fhould think proper to adjourn to Monday, the Houfe was 
furely too thin to difcufs that queftion; all therefore that 
they ought in reafon to expeft, was, that the Houfe fhould 
now adjourn till to-morrow ; and then in full Houfe it might 
be determined, whether all bufinefs fhould be poflponed to 
Monday. 

Mf.Fox. Mr. Fox faid that it was now only the 4th of March, and 

themutiny aft would expire on the 25tli ; there was nothing 

therefore that was very prefEng on that head ; for if it <houl4 

i ba 
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be fcnt to a Committee on Tuefday the 9th of March, it could 
be fent time enough to the Loi;ds for them to pafs it before 
the expiration of the prefent mutiny a£l, for he believed it 
difiered in very few particulars from former mutiny bills ; it 
might indeed be neceffary to make the new one fhorter in its 
duration ; and he hoped that this one privilege was ftill left to 
. the Commons, that the mutiny bill, providing quarters for the 
army, and confequently impofing burdens pn their confti- 
tnents, could not be altered by the Lords, after it (hould have 

been fcnt up to them by the Commons. With refpe6l to 

the delay of public bufinefs, he thought the charge came Vfith 
a very bad grace from the right honourable gentleman. 
Seven weeks had palled fmce the meeting after the recefs, and 
^ weeks, wanting a day, fincetheonljr meafure propofed by 
the right honourable member was. rejeded. In the whole 
courfe of that time he could lay at the door of oppofition a 
delay of only four days, namely the adjournment from Wed- • 
nefday laft to Monday laft. Por his part he approved of that 
adjournment, and alfo of that which was this day propofed ; 
however in order to take away even a handle- for mifrepre- 
.fentation, he would agree to meet to-morrow, .provided it 
were underftbod that the. firft queftion to be difcuffed fhould 
be, whether the Houfe fliould adjourn to Monday, or proceed 
then to bufinefs. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer exprefled with a riod his 

■ approbation of the propofal. 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 

March 5. 

■ Mr. Alderman Sawlrtdge afked the Chancellor of the Ex" Mr. AMer- 
chequer, if he intended to bring on his plan of reform in "rlSgc**' 
the reprefentation of the people this feflion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer anfwercd in the ne- 
gative. 

Mr, Alderman Sawbridge gave" notive, that he fhould 
himfelf move the propofition. 

The Secretary at fVar moved the order of the day, for The Sec. ai 
going into a Committee on the Mutiny bill. ^*'- 

Mr. Fox upon this immediately rofe : he faid, that as Mr. Foi;. 
the Houfe had made to itfelf a rule to make every other 
bufinefs give way to the confideration of His Majefty's An- 
fwcrs, when they were clofely conneAed with the privi- 
leges of the Commons, it would not be decent either to- 
wards His Maj^fty or. the Houfe, to proceed oiKhis day, 

to 
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to fend the Mutiny bill to a Committee : and indeed when 
he confidered the nature of the bill^ he found it to be one 
of the almoft innumerabie a£k;s which were done every 
^.efTions on a principle of confidence ; and therefore umU 
the Houfe (hould have taken fbme ilep to fill up and coa- 
fummate the meafures wliich had lately been adopted, he 
did not think proper that fo very important a bill as was 
that for puniihing mutiny and defertioq, ihould be debated. 
Of all the a£l:s by which confidence in a Minifter could be 
cxprefled, perhaps the paffing of a Mutiny bill was the 
moft llriking : it was entrufling to the dirediion of a Mi- 
nifter a ftanding army, of which this Conftitution is fo 
juftly jealous. How then could a Minifter, in whom the 
Houfe had already declared it could place no confidence, 
cxpeft that at the moment, and without any^ previous deli- 
beration, the Houfe would beftow upon him the vcjy 
ftrongeft mark of confidence ? He begged, however, not 
to be underftood to infinuate in the moft diitant degree, 
that a Mutiny bill ought not to pafs : he was furc there 
was not a man in the Houfe who had the moft remote idea 
of oppopng it 5 a Mutiny bill was unqueftionably necefiary; 
and the Houfe could not avoid palTing it ; for a ftanding 
army, however contrary to the genius of this Conftitution, 
was now become an excrefcence that could not nqw be 
removed ; but though a Mutiny bill muft of neceffity pafs,, 
it by no means followed that it muft be in point of duration 
equal to all thofe mutiny afts that had preceded it ; a bill 
for a month or fix weeks would keep the army together, 
>vithout calling upon the Houfe to furrender a right fo very 
neceffary at this moment for the prefervation of its privi- 
Jeges. The delay frpm this to Monday or Tucfday^ could 
be attended with no d^pgerous confequences* This :va9 
the 5th of March, and the prefent Mutiny .^a vou]d not 
expire before the 24th or 25th, and confequently l;hcrc 
would be full time for Ending it to the rLords, and for 
them to pafs it before the expiration of the prefent ad. 
And here he obfervcd, that it was to be hoped the Lords 
would not attempt to make any alteration in a bill, which 
was to all intents and purpofes a money bill. And he 
begged leave to conclude with an obfetv^tion, that as the 
Houfe had laft year pafltd two or tbred ftiort Mutiny bills, 
fo one of them was moved as.l^te as the 14th of Marcb, 
though it was to replace an aft that was to «pirc on the 
•a5th, and no one es^preiTed .tb^n ao ^^prchenfion, th^t 

being 
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being moved fo late, it could not be pafled in fo fliort a 
time as yvas neceflary 5 h^ requefted therefore, that it might 
be remembered, that though the confideration of this year's 
Mutiny bill fliould be put ofF to Tuefday the 9th, ftill it 
would even then be moved for five days earlier than the 
Mutiny bill was moved for the laft year. He then moved, 
that the order of the day, for going into the confideration 
of the Mutiny bill, be adjourned to Monday next. He 
faid he fixed upon Monday, though he did not thmk there 
would be time for going into that bill on Monday, after 
the Houfe ihouM have taken His Majefty's anfwer into^ 
confideration j but he did it to ihew, that he meant to 
bring it forward as foon as poflible, fo that it might ftand 
th« firft in order for Tuefday, 

The Secretary at fVar thought the bill ought not to be The Sccre- 
confidered merely as a matter of confidence in Adminiftra« '*^**^*'^ 
tion. It might more truly be reduced to this fiAiple quef- 
tion. Was the army to be kept together, or to be difbanded ? 
Or, in other words, was the fafctj of the country to give 
way to the gratification of a party r 

Sir jidam Fergufon faid, he could not reconcile, with Sir Adam 
confiftency, the argument he had heard in fupport of the ^*'^^*"* 
motion. A right honourable member faid it was decent, 
with refped to the Crown, that His Majcfty*s anfwer 
(hould be taken into confideration before any other bufinefs : 
but the Houfe could not have forgot how little the decency 
or refpeft due to the Crown weighed with the right ho- 
nourable member fome time ago, when the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the firft day he took his feat, after his ap- ^ 
pointment, begged he might be permitted to deliver to the "^ 
Houfe a mefiage from his Majefty, on a fubje£t which 
could not create any debate or delay (relative to the Hcf- 
fians being detained in England by the froft) and yet the 
right honourable member would not give way, orfufFer the 
me^ge to be delivered till the morning, after a long de- 
bate had taken place on another fubje^i. It had been faid 
fome time ago, that delay of public bufinefs had been oc- 
cafioned, to the very great detriment of the nation : he 
admitted the fa£t ; but at whofe door did the blame lie ? 
Surely at the door of thofe who day after day moved to ' 
poftpone and procraftinate bufinefs. With refpeft to the 
Mutiny a£^, he was not without an opinion, that though 
it fhould be fuffered ^o expire, ftill the King might 4Leep 
the army togethcri for the Houfe had already voted the 

Vol, XIII. L I men. 
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men, and it had alfo voted the money to pay them : tberci 
wanted therefore nothing more than the confent of the 
Lords to be obtained ;* and then the Crown might have an 
army in the country, with the coofent of Parliament. 
Mr.Edtn. Mr, E^n was. greatly furprifed to hear, fuiph a doflrine 
from a gentleman of eminence. at-tfaebar^ and cot>fequently 
froin whom he might frave expe^e^ to have heafd.dodlrinea 
lAUch more confonant to the genius and fpirit of this Con- 
iUtution. Did not the honourable Baronet know that the 
army could not be kept together without difcipline ? And 
that, military difcipline could not be enforced without a 
JMutiny a£tv l>ccaafe nothing fhort of an exprefs law could 
deprive a fcddicr. of the right of a fubjedi, — a trial by a jury 
of his peers. If the doftrines of the honourable Baronet 
> IiaH furprifed him, he had reafon alfo to be furprifed at the 
oh^gcihrought by him againft oppofition, of delaying pub- 
liC:bniinef(S, Twelve weeks had nearly elapfed fince the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had been appointed to his 
office; and yet during all that time, he had taken a part in 
only two meafures of public nature ; one of which he him- 
felf propofed, the fecond India bill ; the other, the bill for 
enforcing the Receipt tax : what other matter of bufinefi 
had he brought forward or propofed to the Houfe ? Not 
one ; and confcquently the delay of public bufinefs, could 
not with even a fliadow of juftice be charged to the account 
of the majority of the Houfe. The fupply indeed of the 
ordnartce had been delayed for forty-eight hours ; but it 
was afterwards voted without oppofition. The navy efti^ 
mates had been put off by the Minifter bimfelf for forty^ 
eight hours ; and therefore it was matter of aftonifhment 
how any member could lay .the delay of public bufinefs at 
the door of oppofition. Why had not the Minifter brought 
forward his meafures for rcftoring public credit? Why 
had he not mentioned and propofed the means for provid* 
ing for the unfunded debt and navy, and other bills, amount- 
ing to thirty millions ? Had he done all this, and found 
himfelf thwarted and oppofed, and his meafures defeated, 
then he might complain of delay occafioned by oppofition | 
but to charge it with delay at prefent, was to charge it with 
his own faults. 
The Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that it was pretty 
ceiiorof the Angular to find that gentlemen were day after day putting 
cquer ^^ ^^^ bufinefs of the nation, and yet were appreheiriitfe 

'• ■"•■■'th?t 
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that this putting off might be conftrued to mean delay* 
The public furely could not hefitate to fay that the delay 
refted with thofe who daily voted for putting bufinefs ofi^ 
and who (endeavoured to avail themfelveg of the advantages 
that might derive to their party- from procraftiaation, and 
at the lame time to deprecate tb^ natural imputation of 
delay. He was aikedj why he had not brought forward 
public bufinefs ; his anfwer^aS) thatin the prefefit fitva'«' 
tion of afiairs, when there was a majority againft hin|j i( 
would he in vain for him to do it. (Here there yr^s a tre-t 
mendous fhout of hear, hear^ from the opppfition fidp of 
the Houfe, which meant that under fuch circun^ftaaceA^ 
being totally unable to carry on the bufinefs of the nation^ 
he ought to refign,) With refpeft to a fliort Mutiny bill, 
he would not at this moment enter into that queftion^ 
"wihicli wa» Bot then regularly, before the Houfe ; but ho 
vould make a few remarks in reply to fomething ths^ had 
dropped on the other fide, relative to a ihort mutiny bill.-^ 
It had been faid, that a bill had pafTed lad year for fix 
weeks : but this made nothing in favour of the plan at 
prefent in agitation ; for the Houfe would recolle£): that 
the bill -laft year fhort as it was, was co-extenfive in point 
of duration, with the army which it was to govern ; for the 
army was not voted for the year, but until it could be 
known when the troops would arrive from abroad, and 
confequently when they could be reduced to a peace e(la« 
blifliment ; the army was voted from fix weeks to fix weeks ^ 
and Mutiny bills of the fame duration were pafled ; but that 
would not apply to the prefent cafe, for this year the army 
)iad been voted not for a few weeks, but for the wholq 
year. And here he could nQt help obferving, that if a flior4f 
bill (hould be fent up to the Lords, it would not appear 
very furprifiqg^ to him, if the Lords fiiould alter it fo far as 
to bring it back to the ftandard of former Mutiny bills, and 
fnake it co-extenfive with the duration of the army* If 
then fuch an alteration fhould be made by the Lords, and 
the bill fo altered (hould be returned to the Common;, what 
would be the confequence, if the latter, adhering to theii: 
order, and the praSicc of their proceedings, ihould rejeft 
< fuch a bill ? If fuch an event was to take place }pog before 
the expiration of the prefent Mutiny ad, the confequencea 
might not be dangerous ; but when even at prefent there waJ3 
icarcely a fiingle day to be loft, even fuppofiog.the Mutiny 
bill ihould be fent i^p to the Lords in its ufpal form, and 
■ ' L 1 2 paflfed 
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paflfed by them without any oppodtion or delay* Bat he 
would not for a moment fuppofd that the Houfe would pafs a 
fhort Mutiny bill ; he did not believe they would ; nay, he 
would almoft venture to go fo far as to fay they would not. 
He was for going into the bill this day, becaufe there was 
not a moment to be loft. If the adjournment moved by the 
right honourable member fhould take place, he was fure that 
the coniideration of the Mutiny bill could not poflibly come 
on till Tuefday ; and as the coniideration of the account 
from the India Houfe ftood for that day, pofHbly it might 
not come on till Wednefday. Surely then the Houfe did 
not wifh to run the bill to a day, and to rifque the confe- 
quences that muft neceflarily follow, if the bill fhould by 
any misfortune happen to mifcarry. In order therefore to 
avert thofe confequences as far as in him lay, he would op- 
pofc the motion for adjourning the Committee on that bill. 
tori North Lord North faid, it would not be an eafy matter to con- 
via either fide of the Houfe, of being the caufc of the de*- 
lay. The majority could not be charged with it, becaufe 
no public bufinefs had been brought forward that had been 
oppofed by them, except the Minifter's India bill, whick 
had been fo properly rejefted. For the delgy of tha fupply 
on the Ordnance eftimates, could not be interpreted to 
mean a determination to ftop it, for the purpofe of throwing 
impedinients in the way of public bufinefs ; the event 
proved the reverfe ; for as foon as a meafure was taken, 
which an anfwer from the Crown had appeared to the Houfe 
to call for, was adopted, that Ordnance fupply was imme- 
diately voted; the delay was only forty-eight hours, and, 
there was nothing preffing in the nature of that fupply, 
which afforded ground for apprehenfion of the moft diftant 
idea of danger from a fhort delays As to the navy eftimates^ 
the right honourable gentleman himfelf had put them off 
once; and when the Houfe was leady with one voice- to 
vote them, he brought forward only a part of them, name^* 
ly, the ordinary of the navy, but kept back the extraordi* 
narles, when the Houfe would have voted the whole without 
a fingle negative. To whom then was the delay imputable 
in the bufinefs, the important bufinefs of fupply ? Surely 
not to the majority, who waited only forty-eight hours un- 
till a previous ftep fhould have been taken, and then voted 
the Ordnance, but to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
put off the fupply for forty-eight hours, without affigning 
ani/::iJ jl, nd who afterwards withheld a much greater 

part 
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part of the ^avy fupply, than he brought forward, which ^ 
remained to this moment unvoted, though the majority 
would have voted it with chearfulnefs, and had called twice 
for it, thougrh hitherto in vain. With refpeft to the delay 
of the great meafures of finance and other important bufi- 
nefs, it rifted entirely with the right honourable gentleman, 
becaufe he had not To much as attempted to bring forward 
any part of it. But this delay he would not impute to him 
as matter of blame, becaufe {landing in a fituation the like 
of- which no former Minifter had ever experienced, ftanding 
with a majority not for him, but againft him, it was not at 
all furprifing that he (hould not he very forward to bring on 
public bufincfs, when he knew that he had not weight 
finough in the Houfe to carry through the bufinefs that he 
might have to propofe. For thefe reafons he would excufc 
both fides of the Hoiife of intentional delay ; the one becaufe 
they had not delayed bufinefs ; the other, becaufe they knew 
tbcjr were not in a fituation to do any thing, except one, 
which it was their duty, and in their power to do, to retire 
from fituations which they knew they could not fill with ad- 
vantage to the public. With refpeft to the motion then be- 
fb'-e the Houfe, he was not at all furpriled that it was op- 
pofed by the right honourable gentleman*; for when he could 
not break, the majority that was againft him, it was natural 
enough that he fhould endeavour to degrade it, by making 
it adopt a manner of afting totally irrecoricileable with con- 
fiftency. The Houfe had already laid it down twice as a 
rule; not to proceed to any other bufinefs of importance un- 
til the King's anfwer, which fo materially afFefted the pri- 
vileges of the Houfe, had been prcvioufly taken into confi- 
deration. Had any reafon been afligned, which ought to 
have fuch weight with the Houfe as to induce it to depart, 
in the prefent cafe, from a rule already laid down in the two 
preceding cafes, perfcfily fimilar in their nature ? None, cer- 
tainly, that he could fee ; for as to what he had heard about 
the Mutiny bill, it had very, little weight with him. In the 
firft place, he did not hefitate to fay, that under all the pre- 
fent circumftances, thft Houfe ought not to confent to any 
pther than a ihort Mutiny bill; and he pledged himfelf to 
fecond any man who fhould move for it : this being premifed^ 
and fuppofihg that the Houfe would adopt the propofition, 
then, if it (hould be rejeftcd by the Lords, merely becaufe 
it was a (hort bill, ard the Commons would pafs no other, 
then it was a natter of the utmoft iadiffercncc whether it 
^ wai 



s6z PARLIAMENTARY A. i)84, 

was fent up to the Lords this day, or ten dayrhence. But 
he could not with patience hear it even infinuated that the 
Lords would attempt to alter a money bill ; for in that cafe 
he would go fo far as to fay, that he would much fooner fiif- 
fer the Mutiny a6t to expire, than fufier the Lords to altev 
a money bill, and confent that the Commons fhould after* 
wards agree to it. If that day fhould ever come, then not 
only this, but every future Houfe pf Commons, wotild be 
a mere cypher ; for what gave the Commons their |;reatefi 
weight was, that they have the exclufive right of originating 
money bills ; which money bills muft afterwards be afiented 
to in toto hy the King and Lords, or rejefted in toto; for if 
the Lords were once allowed to alter the bills, and tax dit 
fubjcA beyond that degree marked out by the Comnumii 
Chen the latter could no longer be faid to hold the pufali« 
purfe ; at beft it would then be a divifum imperium. fit did 
not mean to fpeak of an alteration in its moft circumfcriboi 
fenfc ; but he meant an alteration in the quantum of money 
voted, or in the term for which it was to laft, Therefon 
be would fay, without any referve, that if the Commoni 
jhould pafs the Mutiny bill for one month^ and the ho^ 
fhould extend it to twelve months, fooner than fuiFer fuch as 
encroachment upon the privileges of the Commons, vhich 
would be the forerunner of this degradation, he would letdif 
Mutiny bill expire ; becaufe it were better that the army 
fhould be difbanded than that the conftitution of this Coon* 
try fliould be Overturned. He deiired, however, that h« 
might not be underftood to have the Icaft idea of fafieriqg 
the Mutiny ^&. to expire. He was fare that there wii not 
a man in the houfe who entertained it. He himfdf ins 
ferioufly determined it fhould come on on Tuefday, at le^ 
he would vote for its being brought forward on that day ; 
and though that he was of opinion that a fhort bill flioaU 
pafs^ in order that the Houfe might guard againft a diflblu- 
tion, he would ailbre the Houfe that he did not mean to keep 
them fitting all the year, by means of fhort Mutiny bills t 
he wifhed only that the Houfe might have time to difii^tdl 
all the great buiinefs before them ; and when that fhould have 
been done, he would not objeft to a long Mutiny bill^ wd 
diffolution ; and he was convinced, that by this manner of 
a£ling« he fhould promote, and not delay the confideradon 
of public affairs. For if the Houfe wese not permitted la 
go through the bufinefs till May or June, it would be bensr 
Sot the country, and caufe a greater difpatch of bofindA^ 

than 
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than if Parliament fhoold be dilTolved in^April, and a new 
one called in June, to fit all July and Auguft, He faid he 
could not (it down without making fome remarks upon fome 
new dodrinesy that he had this day, for the fir ft time in hit 
life, heard laid down* It was faid that the King might, by 
llttj^rdrogative, keep the army together, even after the Mu« 
tiny aft had expired. . This was a difcovery, which, if 
founded in a law, Ihight well make men tremble for their liv 
berty. Did thofe who maintained fuch a doArine recdlle£t 
the very firfl claufe in every Mutiny aft — " Whereas *^ 
ftandinp army in time of peace, vnthpur confent of Parlia* 
ment, is contrary to law.** Could prerogative exercifc a 
j^idwer which had been declared by above one hundred a£ls of 
Parliament to be illegal ? He could not conceive where fuch 
A doftrine had been difcovered. But, it might be faid, the 
Wtmy had already been voted, and the King might keep it 
together by martial law. Were-gcntlemen in earneft in ad- 
vancing this propofition ? Did not they know that an army 
could not be kept together without difcipline } and difcipline 
tnuft be maintain^ by the dread of punifhment. But what 
punifhment coula be infli£ted on a foldier but by law ? 
flow could any fentence aflcfting life or limb be carried Into 
execution but by 4aw ? And when it was declared that a 
flanding army, without confent of Parliament, in time of 
^ace^ was contrary to law, how could it be faid that there 
was a law for punifliing foldiers for mutiny or defertion, if 
an army exifted in defiance of Parliament ? But he would 
go farther, and fay, that if even the King, in time of war, 
by martial law had affcmbled an army, he could not punifh 
snilitary offences, but under the authority of a Mutiny aft ; 
for nothing (hort of a pofitive aft of Parliament could take 
^way the foldier*s right, as a citizen, to be tried by his 
Peers. It had been faid, that the money had been voted for 
the payment of the army ; but this was nothing to the pur- 
p6fe ; for in faft there was no right or power in Minifters to 
liTne any fum voted by ParliamenUMntil the aft appropria- 
ting that fum for the purpofe focJBph it was voted fhould 
Jiavc paffed. It ought alfo to be rOTJembered, that a proro- 
gation or diffolution does away every vote of fupply, not 
parried into an aft of Parliament before fuch prorogation or 
diffolution ; and therefore, if the prefcnt Parliament fhould 
be diffolved or prorogued under the prefent circumftanccs, 
the votes of army, navy, ordnance, and fupply of every 
Jiind^ niuft neceflarily fall to the grouz|d. 
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Mr.Povfyu Mr. Powys faid, that though he knew the condnfi of 
thofc whooppofcd Minifters would he placed in the moft in- 
vidious point of view, flill he was relblved to do what he 
conceived to be his duty to the public, and to the conftita- 
tion ; jfnd therefore he would vote for the fidjouriimeot of 
the order of the day. He wiflied to adhere to the rule 
which the Houie had wifely adopted on two former occa- 
ilonsy which was not to proceed to any importaot bufiDcA 
until the Houfe fhould have taken into confideration the 
Ring's anfwer. The laft received from His Majefty was an 
anfwer indeed ! He wilhed therefore for time to paufe. He 
wilhed for time to fned a tear over the expiring dignity of 
the Houfe of Commons ; for time to regulate the fuaenl 
proceilion of this Houfe of Commons. He lamented that 
Minifters were determined to continue their mad career, and 
fet prerogative above the privileges of the people. As to 
the Mutiny bill, he was fure no man had an intention tore* 
fufe to pafs it : for what length of time would be a queftioD. 
On that queftion he had an opinion, which he would not 
cafily be driven from ; but which, in the prefent ftate of the 
bufinefs, he would not declare, becaufe it w^s premature. 

Mir, Brooke Mr. Brooke Wat/on reprobated delay in very ftrong terms; 

Waiibn. it had been, he faid, the ruin of this country ; through dc^ 
lay the American war had failed ; delay had been the caufe 
of the failure of the aftion of the 27th of July. Delay in 
point of bufinefs, and in every point of view, was dange* 
rous, and therefore he faid he would vote againft a motioQ, 
the fole objeft of which appeared to him to be delay. ' 

Tbclarlof The Earl of Surrey- faid, that the converfation upon the 

Sumj. Mutiny bill naturally led him to afk a queftion about the 
HeiTian troops now in this kingdom. He did not believe 
there was any evil defign in keeping them here; bat ftillit 
was an obje^ of jealoufy that foreign troops (hould be kept 
fo long in Great Br.itain. He wimed therefore to be in* 
formed what was the reafon for which they were kept here. 

The Secre- The Secretary at fVicu^^^Yitily that when the noble Lord 

CkJ7atw>r. knew, and confeffed ^Hjfrhe believed that the HeiCans had 
b^en kept merely frocneceility, it did not appear fo can* 
did, that any doubt (hould be ftarted on a fubjedl that would 
naturally excite jealoufy among the people,- though thofe 
who ftarted it knew there was no ground for jealoufy. The 
only reafon for which the Heilians had been kept was, that 
the Wefer was entirely frozen. The froft had not been 
broke up in this country above a fortnightj and during that 
2 time 
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^ime tranfportg had been got in rcadinefs to csfrry theip over 
to Germany ; and they would pqt to fea as foon ai pews 
fbould arrive that the Wefer was' no longer boiiod by the 
froft. ' 

Mr. Banb fpoke againft the motion, and dire£ted his fpeech Mr. Bmki, 
principally againft Mr. Powys, who, he faid, could not, 
with a very good grace, mention the word confiftency in 
that houfe. — This called up 

Mr. PowjSy who faid, that his confiftency was certainly Mr, Ptwyi; 
i^ot that whiqh many men would call confiftency ; his was a 
confiftency of principle, which made him dilVegard men,, 
and advert only to meafures. Qthers having opce voted on. 
a particular fide, thought themfelves bound always to vote 
on that fide, and this they called confiftency ; but guided as 
he was by principle, he could without inconfiftency vote 
this day with a man, and to morrow againft him, if in the 
mean time the nature of the queftion had changed. Thus 
he oppofed the firft refolutions that were carried againft the. 
eight honour^blq gentleman ; but when once carried, it be- 
came the dignity of the Houfe to maintain them : like aa 
officer, who in a council of war ftrenuoufly oppofei^ a 
propofition for attacking the enemy, but finding himfelf- 
over-ruled and outvoted, it becomes his duty to exert his ^ 
ikin and bravery to maintain the honour of his army, and 
render it, if poffible, vi£torious. He was not afraid to ap- 
peal to thofe to whom he was refponfible for his political con- 
duft ; and he was full of hope that his appeal would meet 
with faccefs. 

Mr. Rigby was aftoniflied that a gentleman in office fhould Mr. Rigbj* 
feel* hurt, becaufe a member of Parliament had alked why 
£breign troops were kept in the kingdom. The father of the 
prefent Minifler ufed frequently to'rail at the idea of foreign 
troops being, not in the kingdom, but even in the pay of 
England, though in foreign countries. How then would he 
have felt, if he had received a reprimand from a Secretary at 
War, if, in the difcharge of his duty, he had afked why foreign 
troops were kept in the kingdom ? But every thing was new 
in the prefent days : never before had a Minifter the audacity 
to remain in office, with a majority of the Houfe of Commons 
againft him. The true political and conftitutional method was, 
that private opinions ought to give way to the fenfe of ma- 
jorities ; and fo convinced was the father of the prefent Mi- 
nifter of the truth of this doftrine, that he made ufe of a very 
ftrahge expreffion in that Houfe, which from its fingularity 
yoL.XiiL Mm had 



266 PARLIAMENTARY . A 1784, 

hkd made a deep imprei&on on his memory : thi^ exprei&oa . 
was, " that he had borrowed a majority i^' for at the very time^ 
when he was carrying this country to the higheft pitch o£ 
glory, the majority w&s known to be with the Duke of New- 
chftle ; but f6 convinced was that great man of the neceffity 
of a majority, that, to ufe his owli ekpreffion, he borrowed: 
that majority. Lord Granville, who was in the greateft con-t 
fidence with the old King, finding that the majority of the- 
Houfe of Commons was againft him, immediately refigned, 
bfecaufe he could not have ferved either King or country v^ith 
cffeft, while he had not the confidence of the Commons. It 
was referved for the prefent days for a Minifter to difr^ard 
this, and fay, " I care not for your majority ; the King has 
appointed me, and you have nothing to do with the bufineft.**. 
For his part, he would reply to this, that the confidence of 
the Houfe was indifpenfably neceflary to a Minifter, and that 
the Commons might or might not give that confidence, jaft- 
as they pleafed ; and if they withheld it, the Minifter ought to 
retire ; and therefore he argued that it was by no means ne- 
ceflary the Houfe fhould point out any fault in, or lay any 
charge againft him : this he maintained to be found conftitutionsu 
doftrine. As to the mutiny bill, it was now become the duty 
of the Houfe to pafs it only for a fhort time ; and he declared 
his blood boiled in him, when he heard the very mention of 
the idea of an army being kept up in this country without a 
mutiny bill. If the Lords fliould venture to alter the dura- 
tion of a money bill, the coniequence of the Commons would 
be at an end, if they fubmitted to the alteration. But who 
would dare advife the keeping up of an army without aaa£i: of 
Parliament ? For his part, if the mutiny a£t was fufiered to 
expire, he would fay to every foldier he met, " Why don't 
you go about your bufinefs ? You are as free as air; for there 
is no law in this country to compel you to ierve any longer :" 
»— Who even would entertain foldiers, if the ad was expired? 

Would the publicans fubmit without compulfion to 

what they feel now as a heavy grievance ? Where then could 
the foldiers find fhelter ?— PFould the Grocers* Company take 
I them in P — After having proceeded fome time in this ftrain, 

he faid he would not dwell any longer on the fubjedl, becaufe 
he could not think of it with patience, or fpeak of it with temper. 
He concluded therefore, by obferving that fo jealous bad the 
Houfe been always of the mutiny bill, that Mr. Onflow,, when 
Speaker, ufed to call the attention of the Houfe to every 
daufe of it, while it was under confideration, that a bill lo 
foreign from the genius and nature of the ConftitatiooLm^ht 

bo 
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be watched with a jealous eye. Would the Houfe then all at 
once forget that conftitutional jealoufy, and fuffer to be fo 
much as hinted, that an army might be kept up without an aft 
of Parliament'? or that the Lords might alter at their pleafure 
fo -conlcquential a money biU, as was that for compelling 
fome of their conftituents to provide quarters for a body of 
men, who had always been objedls of national jealoufy ? 

Lord Mulgrave replied to Mr. Righy; but he direfted bis Lord Ma 
fpeech principally to Mr. Powys, and mentioned a Sir Ben- 8f*^c« 
jamin Wright, an honelt country gentleman, who fat in the 
long Parliament,, who was fond of feeing himfelf in print, 
^nd who had been led by the malignant party to make a num- 
•ber of motions, which were carried, but which would have 
been rejefted, had they been made by any maiignants. But as 
they came from an honeft country gentleman of large eftate, 
the other country gentlemen followed him; and thus both he 
and they were dupes to the defigning party that led them on. 

The Honourable Charles Marjhan\ defended the condudland The Hotfj 
charadler of Mr. Powys. He knew he afted from the die- ^' ^*'" 
tiates of his own judgment, and was not prompted by any * 
perfon upon earth : and he would go farther and fay, that 
both his honourable friend and himfelf would never fuffet 
*themfelves to be intimidated from doing what they conceived 
to be right, by; any mifreprefentation of their condudl to the 
public He conceived the dignity, the very exiftence of the 
^Commons, to be at ftake ; and he wiihed to refcue them from 
•that ruin, into which the obftinacy of Minifters feemed to be 
-hurrying them. Nothing could be farther from his intention 
than to delay the bufinefs of the nation : he called upon the 
Minifter to bring forward his loan and his taxes ; he defired 
bimt'Oftate by what means he intended to raife public credit, 
and provide for the unfunded debts, and the deficiencies of the 
tkxes. If he could approve, he would fupport him ; if he 
xould not approve, ftill he would not divide againft him ; he 
would not divide at all ; and thus the right honourable mem- 
•ber might be faid in fome meafure to derive ftrength from his 
own weaknefs. 

Sir P. Clarke and General Conway faid a few words in fa- 
vour of the motion ; and Governor Johnftone fpoke againft 
it, as did alfo Sir William Dolben, who clofed the debate. 
• The Houfe divided at half after eight o'clock, on the motion 
for adjouring tn^. order of the day; when there appeared 
^or it. 171 ; againft it, 162. Majority againft the MU 
loifter, 9. 

M;n 2 Mj^rch 
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' March 8. I 

^ The expeflations of the public were fo ui^mmonly ex- 
cited to hear the important proceedings of the Houfe on thii 
day, that members took the trouble of going down with their 
friends to procure thetn admiffion to the gaUery at ten o'clock 
in the morning. jBy eleven the place alloted for ftrangers 
was crowded, and the gentlemen fat, with the utmoft patiencdi 
from that hour till four in the afternoon withoqt dny buiuieis,^ 
at that time counfcl was heard on Ni{bett*s Divorcse bill ; anA 
juft as the Houfe was proceeding to the important bofinefs 
jfor which the relations and friends of the members, had un^ 
dergone fo much fatigue, 
r Jwnes . Sir James Lowther rofe, ai^d complained that on bringing 
•wthcr. Jjown his'friend, the brother of the member for St. Alban's, he 
found it impoffible to procure a feat in the gallery for himt 
though it was only at half paft thre^ ; and this being thecsde, 
and alfo becaufe he had reafoh to believe that there might b^ 
ftrangers in the gallery not introduced by members, he Iniift^ 
iipon carrying into force the ftanding order of theHoufet and 
defired that all Grangers be ordeited to withdraw. — ^Many 
members interfered, and with great earneftndfs folidted the 
^honourable bs^ronet to recede from his order; but Sir James 
lifii^ faid it, and the gallerj^ was accordingly cleared. , 

By this means it is not in our power to enter into the detatt 
of |:he debate ; we colle£ted fome account of it from a member. 
After a laudable effort on the part of the country gentle- 
!men yet to moderate the fpirit of the times, ahd to procure a 
ihort idfjournment, hs^d been oppofed by minifters, 
j^ j-jjn, Mr. Fox after a brilliant preface, containing an e«pofitio(i 
!of the curious and unconinnon circumftances of the time, and 
of his own idtuation, ftated a number of general axioms for 
.the government of a free ftate, full of the moft elevated po- 
licy. It was not, he faid, right that the Minifters of the 
country (hould be fo immediately dependent on the Crowq, 
as it (eemed now the fafhion to affert they ought to be : if 
their ftudy was to pleafe the Crown, then Minifters, it feemed, 
were fafe ; but if they dared to do their duty, their own ruin 
\va8 the certain confequence : it well became the Houfe c(f 
pommons, therefore, not to fuffer men to be difgraced and 
forfaken who had been thus ftrenuous in their duty r it was 
better, he faid, to be a courtier in France than in England, for 
there the King's favour was the fole objeft; but here the 
courtier muft play a double part ; for he muft alfo delude or 

enflaye 
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cnflave the Houfe of Commons into obedience to the Crowti 
and its fecret advifers. As for the King's anfwer, he could 
hot have thought it poffible for any Minifter to put into the 
inouth of Majefty fuch cohtradidlions and fuch fcandalous 
duplicity : there were paffages in it big with danger to the 
ireedom of this Conftitution ; he could not have believed that 
the right honourable gentleman had fo detefted this Conilitu- 
tion, he could not have believed that he would have dared fo 
to infult the Houfe of Commons, as again to aik for the rea- 
fobs of their refolutions. Every beggar, in every arbitrary- 
country, had a right to petition his King, ftating the reafons 
of Bis petition : and this forfooth, was the whole mighty prij- 
yilege, that by that fpeech the King was advifed to allow the 
firitifli Houfe of Commons — the Houfe of Commons had often 
kddrdSed, without ftating their reafons. He then defired the 
clerk to read the addrefs in the cafe of the American wai;^ 
wtiich defited His Majefly to put an end to an offenUve war 
on that Continent; a^s the withdrawing of the troops from 
thence would give us advantage over the French in other 

2uart£r$, and would tend to conciliate the Americans. Thus, 
e faid, the Houfe there gave only a general reafon, in the 
fame manner as in their late addrefs. The Houfe, in the one 
inftance, had deCred the King to withdraw his troops, for the 
ftke of making peace with America : in the prefent cafe they 
(defired the Kingtodifmifshis Minifters, for the fake of mak- 
ing an united and extended Adminiftration. — It was true, 
that in the inftance of the American war, the King returned 
]ah anfwer, declaring, indeed, his approbation of the end they 
Tought, but not explicitly promifing his concurrence in the 
)ineahs;.upon which the Houfe inftantly came to a refolution, 
'that he fhould be an enemy to his country, who fliould advife 
llis'Majefty to profecute an offenfive war in America. Updn 
cxa6lly fimilar ground the Houfe of Commons, in the prefent 
inftance, ought to be admitted as the beft judges both of the 
means and or the end ; and he fliould be perfedlly warranted 
by thi§ precedent to move a refolution, " that he was an ene-i 
my to his country, who fliould advife His Majefty to continue 
his prefent Adminiftration ;" by the earneft advice of fome 
friends, however, he did not mean to propofe fuch a refolution 
—what he fliould move would not be an addrefs, but an hum- 
ble reprefentation to His Majefty, for, to that no anfwer was 
cuftomary ; and he wiflied for no anfwer, becaufe nothing was 
fo unfeemly, nothing could difgrace us more in the eyes of 
Europe and the world, than to fee the King of England and his 
Parliament wrangling about words, and engaged in a contro- 

verfy 
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vcrfy of Cuch a kind. All things confidered, he faid he did 
not intend to flop the fupplies : that the country was ruined, 
and completely undone, was moft clear ; that public credit 
could not ftand ; that our foreign concerns muft run to ruih, 
he believed every man muft now fee ; thofe however were re* 
fponfible, who had brought the country into this Itate of dif* 
tradtion ; for his part, fo far from flopping the fupplies, he 
fliould prefs Minifters to bring forward the public bufinefs; 
he would bring on his own amended India bill ; but if it Wa* 
loft in the other Houfe, Minifters were bound to come forward 
with fome new plan for India : and indeed every part of our 
public affairs cried aloud for their inftant attention. Mr. For 
then defended Mr. Powys and Mr. Marfliam from the charges 
of inconfiftency ; he faid they could not abet Minifters, for 
whom they protefled even a predileftion, in their refiftanceto 
the Houfe of Commons. Some there were who had agreed 
with hjm in the outfet of the difpute, but who (as appeared 
"by the decreafe of the majorities) had gone over to the fideoF 
Adminiftration. — How to defend the confiftency of fach mcii 
was indeed difficult ; and it was fome comfort to find, that 
on examining the perfons of fuch deferters, it appeared that 
thofe who had come over to him were men every way refpcc- 
table ; while thofe who had left him, on the other hand, (as 
was naturally to be expe£led) were men of whofe comply 
and of whofe fociety no man, he believed, was ever very «i(m- 
bitious. Mr. Fox faid fomething concerning the total itnr 
•pofEbility of union which now appeared ; the right honoura- 
ble gentleman had proved himfelf fo averfeto it, even in the 
opinion of fome who were his friends, that the world would 
know on which fide to lay the blame, and who it was that 
they were to charge with immoderate ambition. He thep 
moved-^*' That an humble reprefentation be prefented to His 
Majefty, moft humbly to teftify the furprize and-affli6lion of 
this Houfe, on receiving the anfwer which His Majefty*s Mi- 
nifters have advifed to the dutiful and feafonable addrefs of 
this Houfe, concerning one of the moft important afts of His 
Majefty's government — To exprefs our concern, that when 
His^ Majefty's paternal goodnefs has gracioufly inclined His 
Majefty to be fenfible of the advantage to be derived from 
fuch an Adminiftration as was pointed out in our refolution, 
His Majefty ftionld ftill be induced to prefer the opinions of 
individuals to the repeated advice of the reprefentatives of the 
people in Parliament alfembled, with refpedl: to ihe means of 
obtaining fo defirable an end — To reprefent to His Majefty, 
that a preference of this nature is as injurious to the true int^ 

refts 
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rfefts of the Crtwn, as it is wholly repugnant to the fpirit o^ 
our free Conftitution, that fyftems founded on fuch a prefer 
rence are not, in truth, entirely new in this country; that 
they have been the charafleriftic features of thofe unfortunate 
reigns, the maxims of which are now juftly and univerfally 
exploded ; while His Majefty and his royal progenitors have 
been fixed in the hearts of their people, and have commanded 
the refpedl and admiration of all the nation? of the earth, by 
{I conftant and uniform attention to the advice of their Com- 
mons, however adverfefuch advice may have been to the opi- 
nions of the executive fervants of the Crown — To affure His 
Mijefly; that we neither have difputed, nor mean, in any in- 
ftiince, to difpute, much lefs todeny, His Majelly's undoubted 
prerogative of appointing to the executive offices of State fuch 
perfons as to His Majefty's wifdom fliall feem meet : but, at 
the fame* time, that we muft, with all humility, again fubmic 
tb His Majefty's royal wifdom, tha»" no Adminiftration, how- 
, ever legally appointed, can ferve His Majefty and the public 
With effeft which does not enjoy the confidence of this 
Houfe : — that in His Majefty's prefent Adminiftration we 
tannot confide ; the circumftances under which it was con- 
fiituted, and the grounds upon which it continues, have cre- 
ated juft fufpicions in the breafts of his faithful Commons^ 
that principles are adopted, and views c)itertained, unfriendly 
to the privileges of this Houfe, and to the freedom of our ex- 
cellent Conftitution ; that we have made no charge agaihft any 
tf them, becaufe it is their removal, and not their puniihment^ 
ivliich we have defired ; and that we humbly conceive we are 
warranted, by the antient ufage of this Houfe, to defire fuch 
removal without making any charge whatever; that confi- 
dence may be very prudently withheld, where no criminal 
procefs can be properly inflituted: that although we have., 
made no criminal charge againft any individual of His Ma- 
jefty's Minlfiers, yet, with all humjlity, we do conceive, that 
we have ftated to His Majefty very diftindk obje£lions, and 
very forcible reafons, againft their continuance. That with 
r^ard to the propriety of admittingjtojher the prefent Mi- 
njfters, or any other perfons, as a p^Ppf that extended and 
united Adminiftration, which His M^efty, in concurrence 
^ith the fentiments of this Houfe, confiders as requifite ; it is 
^ point upon which we are too well acquainted with the bounds 
of our duty to prefume to offer any advice to His Majefty, 
well kncjwing it to be the undoubted prerogative of 
His Majefty to appoint his Minifters without any previous 
advice trom cither Houfe of Pariiam«nt ; and our duty hum- 
bly 
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13y to ofFer to His Majefty our advice, when fiich appoint- (I 
ments fhall appear to us to be prejudicial to the public fervice. 
•^To acknowledge, with gratitude, His Majefty's gogdnefs in 
not confidering the failure of his recent endeavours as a final 
b^r to the accomplifhment of the gracious purpofe which His 
Majefly has in view, and to exprefs the great concern and 
iportiHcation with which we find ourfelves obliged to declare, 
that the confolation which we fhould naturally have derived 
from His Majefty's moft gracious difpofition, is confiderably 
ajbdted by underftanding that His Majefty's advifers have not 
thought fit to fuggeft to His Majefty any farther fteps to re- 
move the diflSculties which obftru6l fo defirable an end — ^To 
recall to His Majefty's recollection, that his faithful Commons 
l)ave already fubmitted to his Majefty, moft humbly, but moft 
diftinftly, their opinion upon this fubjedt ; that they can have 
no interefts but thofe of his Majefty and of their conftituents; 
whereas, it is neediefs to fuggeft to His Majefty's wifdom and 
difcernment, that individual advifers may be actuated by very 
different motives — To exprefs our moft unfeigned* gratitude 
for His Majefty's royal afTurances that he does not call in 
queftion the right of this Houfe to offer their advice to His 
Majefty on every proper occafion, touching the exercife of 
any branch of his royal prerogative, and of His Majefty's rea- 
dinefs, ,at all times, to receive fuch advice, and to give it the 
nioft attentive confideration — To declare that we recognize 
in thefe gracious expreffions thofe excellant and conftitutional 
fentiments, which we have ever been accuftomed to hear firom 
the Throne fince the glorious aera of the Revolution, and which 
h<ive peculiarly charadlerized His Majefty, and the Princes of 
his illuftrious Houfe j but, to lament that thefe moft gracious 
expreflions, whiJe they infpire us with additional 'affection and 
gratitude towards His Majefty's royal perfon, do not a little 
contribute to increafe our fufpicions of thofe men who have 
advifed His Majefty in direfl contradiction to thefe afliirances, 
to negledl the advice of his Commons, and to retain in his 
fervice an Adminiftration, whofe continuance in office we have 
fo repeatedly and fo diftlnflly condemned. — To reprefent to 
His Majefty, that it hj|i anciently been the pradtice of this 
Houfe to withhold fnj^Iies until grievances were redrefled ; 
and that if we were to follow this courfe in the prefent con- 
juncture, we fliould be warranted in our proceeding, as well 
by the moft approved precedents, as by the fpirit ofthe Con- 
ilitution itfelf ; but if, in confideration of the very peculiar 
exigencies of the times, we fiiould be induced to wave for 
the prefeqt the exercife, iu this inftaiice^ of our undoubted, 
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legal and conftitutional mode of obtaining redrefs, ttiat vt6^ 
humbly implore His Majefty not to impute our forbearancd 
to any want of fincerity in our complaints or diftruft in thd 
juAice of our caufe. — That we know, and are fure, that the 
profperity of His Majcfty's dominions in former times has 
been, under Divine Providence, owing to the harmony which 
has for near a century prevailed uninterruptedly between thei 
Crown and this Hou4. That we are convinced^ that there 
is no way to extricate this country from its prefent difficul- 
ties, but by purfuing the fame fyftem to which we have been 
indebted at various periods of our hiftory for our fuccefles 
abroad, and which is at all times fo neceflary for our tranquil- 
lity at home. That vjre feel the continuance of the prefent 
Aan^iniflration to be an innovation upon that happy fyftem, 
—That we cannot but expedl, from their exiftence under thei 
difpleafure of this Houfe, every misfortune naturally incident 
to a weak and di drafted Govei-nment ; that if we had con-^ 
cealed from His Majefty our honeft fentioients upon this im« 
portant crifis, we ihould have been in fome degree refponfi- 
ble for the mifchiefs which are but too certain to enfue.— • 
That we have done our duty to His Majefty and our confti- 
tuents in pointing out the evil, and in humbly imploring re- 
drefs : that the blame and refponfibility muft now lie wholly- 
upon thofe who have prefumed to advife His Majefty to act 
ia contradiftion to the uniform maxims which have hitherto 

foverned the condu£l of His Majefty, as well as every othei^ 
rince of his illuftrious Houfe • upon thofe who have difre- 
garded the opinions, and negle6led the admonitions of t;herepre- 
fcntativcs of his people, and who have thereby attempted to fet 
up a new fyftem of executive Adminiftration, which, wanting 
t]he confidence of this Houfe, and acSling in defiance to our re- 
folutions, muft prove at once inadequate, by its Inefficiency, 
to the neceffary objefts of Government, and dangerous, by M 
example, to the liberties of the people.'* 

The Earl of Surrey feconded Mr. Fox*s motion. 

Mr. Dundas faid, it was long ago, that he had riiade his Mf.tJfafcdat 
humble attempt to ftop the Houfe in -that mad and defperate 
career, upon which they feemed then determined, and he had 
been vehemently charged with audacity for th^ attempt* 
Perhaps audacity would be again imputed to him, but he was 
determined agiin to ftep forth, and humbly to renionftfate to 
the Houfe on the abfurdity, the utter impropriety, the inutility, 
and at the fame time on the danger and the mifchief of the 
prefent motion. The prefent he underftood to be the final 
confummation of this monftrous fyftem of outrage on the 

Vol. XIII. Nn Coiiftitution, 
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Conftitution. If the right honourable gentleman had been 
founded in conftitution^ principles during his late attempts, 
if he had built his proje6ls on the old and fure foundations of 
this Conftitution ; thoi'e tried foundations would not thus have 
failed him: the Houfe of Commons, he infifted had thatforce^ 
that fuperiority which would enable it to bear down every 
other branch of the Legiflature provided only that it was en- 
gaged in a found caufe 3 but not even the Houfe of Commons 
had power to enforce its own unconftitutionai refolutions. 
The general principles of the right honourable gentleman, in 
this reprefentatiqn, which he had moved, were what no man 
Kving would deny : he only lamented that the right honoura- 
ble gentlemen dared not avow in thi» his manifefto to the 
world, (for fuch he confidercd it) thofc principles which he 
and others had dared to avow in the courfe of their fpeeches. 
Why will he not, for inftance, inftead of faying to His Ma- 
jefty, ** that this Houfe has a tight to declare their want of 
confidence in Minifters.'* Why will he not infert, " that the 
Houfe claims a right of negativing His Majefty's appointment 
of Minifters, without giving a fingle reafon ?** This indeed 
might alarm the country ; this might not fuit the purpofe of 
his manifefto, which he underflood was meant rather as fome- 
thing of the healing kind. But why fend it to His Majefty, 
forbidding at the fame time any anfwer ? Why not publiih it 
to the world, after the manner of other manifeftos, with a be- 
coming title ? *' Whereas, this Houfe is univerfally fuppofed 
to have been committing lately the moft dangerous and 
alarming outrages on the Conftitution of thefe realms : and 
whereas thoufands of our faithful conftituents have taken 
violent alarm at our proceedings ; be it known, therefore to all 
counties, cities, and l>oroughs, that, &c." 1 fay. Sir, con- 
tinued Mr, Dundas, this mould be the preamble of your ma- 
nifefto ; and then counter declarations might be publiflied 
againft it, which wpuld ferve to bring the matter to a fair ifluc* 
Perfons might then be fent through the country with it in the 
fame manner as I underftand they are now fent with pamphlets, 
about fecret influence, and the dignity of this Houfe, and 
many other fubjecSls, of fuch an abftruieand difficult nature, 
that I confefs 1 fear few country people will comprehend them. 
Nay, Sir, as I underftand, noblemen even, one perfonage in 
particular, a member of that reprobate Houfe, v^hich the right 
honourable gentleman has been fpeaklng of, is fet out, as I am 
told, upon his travels, with fuch piles of pamphlets as are 
reckoned fufficient to open the eyes of all this country. --But 
in truth, Sir, it is high time to alk ourfelves, whether it is this 

Houfe, 
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Houfe^ or whether it is all the world befide, that hate* h&sn 
deceived ? . ■ . We are. ever talking to one another within 
thefe walls about our dignity, but do the people catch this 
firain from us ? Have we been able to make their blood ruii 
high ; does the circulation of their blood run one iota fafter 
pn the fubje£l of our own dignity than it did before? Nay, far 
from it, that our ponflituents, inftead of catching from us thif 
raging fever, have thought proper to apply their phlebotomy 
to our veins, in the hope of relieving us a little, dufiiig the 
height of pur frenzy, Mr. Dundas then retorted on Mn 
Fox's argument, that it was dangerous and impolitic in every 
ftate, to truft Minifters completely in the arms of the Crown; 
said he faid he would alfo beg leave to make an hypothefls.-— 
What the right honourable gentleman had faid about lofing 
votes in the other Jloufe, by having reduced the army, he un- 
derftood, was meapt only a fuppofed cafe ;— he conceived 
therefore he had a p^rfc6); right to fuppofe a dafe on the other 
fide of the queflion. Inftead of letting the Crown have th« 
whole power of naming and of prote£ting Minifters, as the 
right honourable gentleman fays, fuppofe for a moment the 
Houfe of Commons Ihould aiTumeboth thofe privileges. I have 
then perfcSt right to fuppofe, that inftead of paying court to 
the Crown,, on whom alone they would depeud in the other 
cafe, that in this cafe de[)gnding on the Houfe of Commons 
alone for nomination and fupport, a combination of men might 
pay as wicked court to individual members of Parliament, as 
ever Minion paid to a defpotic King. I inGft upon it, that I 
have juft as good right as the right honourable gentleman, to 
make this hypothefis, on my fide of the argument ; that if 
ever the Houfe of Commons (bouid affume the right of nomi-» 
nation and controul, fome abandoned faction or other, by ufing 
pvery artifice in this Houfe, by ufmg every fpecies of corrup- 
tion out of it, (you will obferve. Sir, I fpeak merely on an hy- 
pothefis) may by. the promifes of peerages to foi^e, of future 
places and emoluments to others, all which I infift it is per- 
fe6Hy unconftitutional to promife while the Crown has the 
nomination of Minifters, though it would not be unconftitu- 
tional if faftions might nominate themfelves. I fay, Sir, I 
have perfe6l right to fuppofe the cafe (for I beg gentlemen to 
be ware of thinking it any thing more than my fuppofition) 
but I do fay. Sir, I can conceive a poflibility that a combined 
faftion in the Houfe of Commons may contrive fo to intrench 
themfelves in their party by the various means of artifice, of 
fine promifes and of corruption, that if they could gain alfo 
thq right of nominating themfelves Minifters, the country 

N n 2 might 
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migfit be as completely enflated, the Conftitation as com- 
pletely broken down, and its whole ifabric as utterly annihi- 
lated, as in the other cafe it would be broken down and anni<e 
hilated if the King was fuffered both to name his Minifters, 
and afterwards to proteft them, in their arbitrary and wicked 

meafures. What I fay therefore, is, that the true Conftitu- 

tion lies between thefe two extremes, that the King ha$ a right 
to name, and the Houfe of Commons has afterwards, upon 
trial, full right to accufe the Minifters, If, indeed, therq 15 any 
thing fo flagrant in the perfons or charadlcrs of Minifters, 93 
to make the mind revolt at their nomination, and to merit 
inflant cenfure, 'no doubt the Houfe of Commons ought in- 
ftantly to interfere ; but to fay that this Houfe has in all 
cafes a negative on the appointment without giving crhe reafon 
why, is to fay that this Houfe has the appointment ; for they 
gain all the end and all the efie£t of ah aftual nomination, 
Which is a principle that I deny, for the reafons which 1 have 
juft mentioned. The right honourable gentleman, Mr. Don* 
da^ faid, had been prudent enoygh to infert in his manifefto, 
that it was not the punifliment, but merely the removal of 
Minifters that he wifhed : the world would at leaft give him 
credit for that part of his declaration ; to get their places the 
world would readily believe was all he wanted, and that he 
could give no reafon why they ought to be turned out, and 
why he fhould come in, was what the world would as readily 
believe. Mr, Dundas made fome obfervations on Mr. Pitts 
honourable conduft in the negociations with the Duke of 
Portland, and maintained, the anfwer from the King, fo far 
from being capable of the charge of duplicity, was fair, manly, 
decided, and explicit ; for how could his right honourable 
friend, as a man of honour, forbear from telling the King 
what he fo pei fe6lly well knew himfelf, that to turn him out, 
would not prove the means of forming an union between the 
two contending parties. He hinted, that the meeting at the 
St. Alban^s Tavern had caufed much procraftination, and he 
thought that it had ferved no good purpofe. 
Mr.Fowyi* Mr. Powys Ipoke fome time, and lamented that Mr. Pitt 
had not been willing to accept of the terms on which he had 
wifhed him to meet. 
Ifr.Wilbcr- Mr. fVilbcrforce replied to Mr. Powys, and was aftoniflied 
fofcc. how he could wifh his right- honourable friend to truft himfelf 
in an Adrainiftration upon unequal terms, on the principle 
that un lei's Mr. Fox's party was the itronger there could be 
no unity of principle, 
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Mr. Powys and Mr. Wilberforce both rofe agaia to ex- 
plain. 

Mr. Rolle faid, that he was at the meeting at the St. Alban's^ Mr. Rolle 
where he had flood up alone to remonftrate on the impro- 
priety of their condu6l ; for a letter having come from the 
Duke of Portland to them, they fent only an extraft to Mr. 
Pitt, becaufe the latter part of the letter was of a nature that 
did not tend towards a conciliation. He infifted the whole 
ought to have been communicated, and that this proved the 
iDuke of Portland, and not Mr. Pitt, was the enemy to union. 

Sir fV. Lemon corroborated what Mr. Rolle faid : hut he had Sir w. Lc 
obje(Sled to fending the whole letter, becaufe he was extremely ^on- 
carneft for union. 

Mr. Burke made a fpeech of about two hours, chiefly on the Mr. Burfc 
Tubjea of India, faid he had been IhamefuUy traduced for his 
^ondu6l, but that he gloried in it. 

, The Honourable Charles Mariham and Mr. Powys faid, ' 
J(fr. Rolle was the only perfon at the St. Alban's, that ob- 
je£l:ed to fupprefling the latter part of the Duke of Portland's 
letter, 

Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt both declared, they had not feen the 
exceptionable part of the letter, and Mr. Marfliam promifed, 
as he had it not thpn in his pocket, that he would on fome 
pther day read it in the Houfe. 

Sip Richard Hill made a humourous fpeech, and read fome sj, jLich 
verfes that he had made,, being the anfwer from the King that ardHUl. 
he fuppofed Mr. Fox would have diftated. 

Lord North ridiculed Sir Richard Hill's verfes, and faid it LordNort 
V^as exaflly that kind of idle nonfenfe about Carlo Khan, &c. 
that had mifled the weak part of the country fo ftrangely. He 
accufed Adminiftration of refifting the motion from the fear 
that the true grounds of the fubfifting difpute might become 
known. 

Mr. Samuel Smith fpoke for fome time, and the Houfe di- 
Tided about twelve o'clock.— Ayes, 191 ; Noes, 190. — Ma- 
jority, one. 

Ordered that the faid reprefentation be prefented to His 
Majefty by fuch members ;is are privy counfellors. 

March 9. x 

. The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee on the Mutiny 
bill. General Sir George Howard in tb© ch^ir. As foon as 
f^e preamble h44 been r^l 

General 
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>neral General Smith faid that His Majefty's Miniflers were in 

Smith. pofleffion of papers, which containecl the moft alaimi'jj ac- 
counts of tranfaftions in India. The commander in c'lief of 
His Majefty*s forces there, had been arrefted; aud the fecond 
in command had been fuperfeded by a power nor competent to 
fuch an aft : from which circumftances it had happened, that 
all mihtary government in India was overturned ; for accprr 
ding to Z&. of Parliament* all power and jurifdidtion for holding 
courts martial, muft iffue from the chief officer in I^idia, in 
the King's fervice ; and that officer being fuperfeded, no court 
martial could be held, and confequently there would be an end 
of the King*s army in that part of the world, 
rhe Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he could not well have 
ciJorofthc conceived that the circumftance of a Mutiny bill being before 
Ucbequer. ^j^^ Committee, could have given rife to a fpeech on the late 
tranfadlions in India. The tranfadlions alluded to were cer- 
tainly of a very important nature; His Majefty's Minifters 
had received very ample information on that heaa ; and would 
undoubtedly take fuch fteps in confequenc^, as to them fhbuld 
feem moft proper ; if tlie affiftance of Parliament (hould be 
noceflary, they^ would certainly apply for it. But he could not 
think that this was the proper time for difcuffing that bufinefs; 
the qujsftion before the committee was, whether there fliould 
be a Mutiny bill, or not ? 
lentr^l General Smith replied, that what he had faid had appeared 

Smith. to the right honourable gentleman, irrelevant to the queftion, 
only becaufe he had not heard all he had faid ; for he could 
not cpnceive there was a more proper occafion for fpeaking of 
the government of the army in India, than when a bill for r&i 

(;ulating the army was before the G^mmittee : he begged 
eave therefore to repeat, that General Stewart, the com- 
mander in chief of His Majefty's forces in India, had beea 
arrefted ; and General Sir John Burgoyne, the fecond in 
command, had been fuperfeded ; and therefore as the law had 
veftcd in the King's principal military commander the power 
of holding and ordering courts martial, and that officer was 
fuperfeded, there would be an end to aU military fubordiaa- 
tion and difcipline in India. 
Ar. Jen* Mr. Jetikinfon reminded the honourable General that the 
kinfcn. bill then before the Committee, in no degree whatever afie£t- 
ed the army in India, for it extended to the King's forces in 
every part of the dominions of Great Britain, except India. 
He admitted tliat what had lately happened there, was of the 
moft ferious nature, and deferved the moftferious confiderav 
tion. The Comnander in Chief had been arrefted, and the 
I next 
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next to that officer in command had been fuperfeded; Upott 
no part of the tranfa£tion did he mean to give an opinion; 
he was iri hopes, however, that no mifchief had happened^ 
Of was likely to happen, in confequence of the ftep that had 
been taken. 

General Sfftith faid, that if no mifclhief had happened, Geo.Smitb. 
General Sir John Burgoyne alone was to be thanked ; for if 
he had been a man of lefs moderation than he difplayed on 
this bccafion, the King's troops might probably have been 
dtawu out, and oppofed to thofe of the Company. 

Mr. Jenkinfin acknowledged that great praife was due to Mr. je«« 
General Burgoyne for his moderation, which had prevented ^^^^^ 
the King's and the Company's troops from being drawn out 
againft each other. 

Sir George Howard^ as Chairman of the Committee, went Sir George 
through the different claufes of the bill, till he got to the ^<>'^*«*' 
blank, which was left for the words to exprefs the term of 
the duration of the ail. 

^he Secretary at War moved that the blank be filled tipTheSecre- 
Mrith the words " from the 25th day of March 1784, to the ttryatWar. 
lejth day of March 1785." 

Sir Matthew White Ridley immediately addrefled the Chair- Sir M. W. 
man ; he faid the majority of the Houfa would this day prove ^^^^J^ 
to the public how falfe were the reports, that they intended 
to ftop the fupplies, throw out the Mutiny bill, and plunge 
the nation into anarchy and confufion \ for his part, he was 
convinced that the public "would, fooner or later, be convin- 
ced, that their reprefentatives had been ftruggling for the 
Conftitution. He had embarked in that conteft with the 
pureft motives ; and had concurred with the majority of the 
Houfe, as long as he had any hopes that the Houfe could 
fight with effe6l: the battles of the Conftitution. But with 
regret he was now forced to fay, that the Houfe of Com- 
mons was defeated ; and defeated by thofe who ought to be 
its natural fupporters and defenders— the people. Minifters 
and their adherents had fo mifreprefented the nature of the 
conteft, and fo widely difleminAted the mifreprefentations* 
th^t the people, for whom alone the Commons had entered 
the lifts, had not only abandoned them, but turned againft , 
them ; with fuch auxiliaries, Minifters had triumphed ; they 
had taken from the Commons their heavy artillery (their 
conftituents) and turned it upon themfelves. No wonder^ 
that with fuch auxiliaries prerogative fhould triumph over 
the privileges of the Commons. But whether it was won- 
derful or not, it was a melancholy truth that the Houfe of 

Commons 
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Commons had been defeated; and that prerogative now 
reigned triumphant. A mifguided people had been taught to 
dcfert their natural guardians, and fly for protaflion to the 
Crown : he made no doubt but the day would come wbea 
they would have caufe to rej>ent that they had lent a hand to 
degrade their own reprefentatives ; their repentance he feared 
would come too late. For his own part, he felt the degra* 
dation of the Commons fo fenlibly, and was fo fully convin- 
ced of the infjgnificancy of a member in 'the prefent degra- 
ded ftate of the reprefentatives of the people, that H6 was 
refolved to withdraw himfblf from his attendance in a tiotife, 
which had been facrificed by its coniUtuents, to the prero- 
gative of the Crown. 
Mr.Powys. Mr. Powys rofe. — The Minifter, he faid, and the Hoofe 
had engaged in a conftitutional conteft, in which the Houfe 
had been conquered by the Minifter. He would not agree 
however with the honourable Baronet behind him, that the 
people had joined the Minifter, and affifted him in fubduing 
the Houfe ; they had never yet had an opportunity to give 
an opinion on the fubje<Sl ; the appeal had not yet been made 
to them by a difTolution ; then, and not before, could the 
people be faid to give an opinion : of that appeal he was not 
in the leaft afraid ; for he doubted not but the lapfe of three. 
or four weeks would undeceive the public, and fhew the con- 
dudt of their reprefentatives in a very different light from that 
in which it had induftrioufly been held up to them for fpme 
time paft. An alliance between the people and the Crown 
againft their own reprefentatives, was too unnatural to be 
lafting; and they muft foon be freed from the illufion, that 
makes them fly from the Houfe of Commons to the Crovm 
for protedlion, if it was true that they did fo. An addreis 
in favour of Adminiftration had been fent to the Throne 
from a very numerous and refpeftable body of freeholders, 
in a town belonging to the county that he had th« honour to 
reprefent ; and yet fo confcious was he that the lapfe of a 
few weeks would fet the conduft of the majority of the 
Houfe in a refpedlable point of view, that to this very bodv 
of refpec^able freeholders he would commit his hopes for hu 
re-eleftion, in the fulleft confidence that he fhould be able 
to convince them that he had reprefented them faithfully, 
uprightly, honeftly, and that in the prefent feflion he had 
been guided in every ftep he had taken, by a defire to pre- 
ferve, inviolate and imTmpaired, that Conftitution, the de- 
fence of which they had committed to his charge. In the 
hiegLnning of the fei&on he oppofed the India' bill, becaufa 
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he wiihed to guard the Houfe from every foreign and uncon-^ 
ftitutional influence. He refifted the firft em)rts made by 
the majority againfl: the prefent Adminiftration ; but when 
thefe efforts had fucceeded fo far, that what might originally 
have been thought a party queftion was become la great con* 
ilitutional queftion, he foon took poll on that fide which' 
flood up manfully fpr the privileges of the people againfl 
prerogative. The right honourable gentleman on the Trea-^ 
fury bench, by his condudl and the anfwers he had advifed 
the King to give to the Addrefles of the Houfe, confirmed 
the opinion that he had been brought into office for the pur- 
pofe of defying the Houfe of Commons and finking its con- 
fequence. He did not mean to fay that the right honourable 
gentleman would intentionally fet about to deflroy the dig- 
nity of the IJoufe; but unqueflionably, if tlie mere over- 
tnrnine the lateAdminiflration, and their India billhad been 
the wim of thofe who brought him into office, they would « 
have diflblved the Parliament, and appealed to the people. 
If the India bill was the caufe of the difmiffion of the late 
Adminiftration, it was not po0ible that the new .Miniflers 
could expeft fupport from the prefent Houfe of Commons, 
who were, in fadl, parties to that bill ; and therefore to look 
for fuDport from them, fhewed there were hopes that they 
fhould fall into inconfiftency, and confequently into con- 
tempt, by turning about, and changing their opinion with 
the change of Minifters. Fully aware of this, and defirou& 
to preferve the Houfe of Commons from contempt, he had. 
told that right honourable gentleman, that either his Admi* 
niflration or the Parliament muft be diffolved, for both could 
not fland together. But as no difTolution of the latter took 
place, the degradation of the Commons mufl have been a 
favourite meafure fomewhere ; and as foon. as he difcovered 
this, he oppofed that meafure. It was upon this ground that 
he had been charged with inconfiflency ; but if it was under- 
Hood that he was to bind himfelf to a meafure that had for 
objeft the degradation of the reprefentatives of the people, 
he would fay to the right honourable gentleman, non hac in 
foedera vent. He was forry, however, to fay, that notwith- 
flanding the manly ftj^nd made by the majority, of which he 
had the honour to be one, the rigfit honourable gentleman ^ 
had conquered the Hpufe of Commons j and that he held his 
.fituation in defiance of their addrefles. Xhe anfwers that he . 
and his colleagues advifed the King to give thefe addrefles, 
did not appear to ^me from perfons who knew that his Ma- 
jefty held his Ccown by a vote of Parliament; if they did. 
Vol. Xllt ; Oo they 
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fhey would nothave advifed him to treat with To little cere- 
mony, a vote of the Houfe of Commons, for the removal of 
Mini iters. The Houfc was indeed conqnere4 ;^for though 
a vote of the Commons could once beftow a Crown, it could 
not now procure the difmiflion of a Minifter. As he had 
been often charged with inconfiftency, he would this day 
give fome force to that charge, by voting for a long Mutiny 
bill, and thereby putting it in the power of Minifters to dil- 
folve the Parliament; a meafure which for fome time paft he 
had been endeavouring to prevent. Such a meafure might 
have been proper at the very out fet of the prefent Admini- 
ftration ; but in a little-time after, it would have been dan- 
gerous. However, he was now willing to let Minifters run 
their mad career ; he was convinced a diffolution would be 
ruinous ; but the Commons were conquered, and it would 
be in vain for him to oppofe a triumphant Minifl:er, full of, 
confidence in the mettle of the troops that furrounded hira. 
He had once, he faid, given a defcription of the forces that 
oppofed the prelent Adminiftration ; he would now, with 
the leave of the Hoi^fe, defcribe thofe that were led by the 
right honourable gentleman on the Treafury bench. The 
firft might be called his body guard, compofed of light 
young troops,' who (hot their little arrows, with amazing 
dexttrity, aigainft thofe who rcfufcd to fwear alliance to 
their chief. The fecond might be called the corps of royal 
volunteers, ftauch champions for- prerogative, ever ready 
to fall with determined valour upon thofe, who fhould dare 
to oppofe privilege to prerogative, or arraign the conduft 
of their chief. The third was a legion compofed of de- 
ferters, attached to their leader by no other principle than 
that of intereft ; and who after having deferted to him 
/ from that principle, would defert from him on the fame 
grounds, when they faw their intereft would fuffer, if 
they ftould ftand by him. Such were the component parts 
of the army, that had triumphed over the Houfe of Com^ 
mons, and conquered the Conftitution. The Houfe now 
felt the inward aiid invifible grace, though he could not at 
that moment, he faid, looking round him for a membar ' 
' . whom we are afraid to name, fee the outward vifible Ggn 
of it. His honourable friend, (Mr. Marftiam) had been 
yefterday called upon to read a letter from a noble Duke ; 
he had not the letter about him at that time, but he undei- 
ftood he had it this day, and would read it to the Houfe; 
but before it ftiould be read, he begged leave to' ftate the 

balance 
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balance of the debtor and creditor's fide .of the account, 
between the right honourable gentleman in office and the 
noble Duke who had written that letter, in the lipgotiation, 
in which he had borne a part. There were three things 

* that the Minifter required as preliminaries to an union. 
One, that a^noble Lord fliould not make part of the "Cabi- 
net;^ that noble -Lordj with a degree of public fpirit that 
did him infini'te honour, had exprefled a readinefs to with- 
draw his pretenfions to a (hare in Adminiftration, and thus 
remove this obftacle to union. Secondly, he required that 
the objeftionable parts of the India bill fliould be given up. 
In compliance with this requifition, and from i defire to 
promote union, the right honourable gentleman had con- 
sented to concede to the Minifter the mod exceptionable 
part of that bill, namely, that part that related to the pa- 
tronage of India, and leave the reft open to difcuffion. 
Thirdly, he required that the noble Duke fliould confent 
to sin interview with him, upon fair and equal terms. On 
the other hand, the noble Duke and his friends demanded 
three things ; the firft, that the Minifter fliould virtually 
refign ; but this was a conceflion that he refufed to make. ^ 
It was next afked, that the meflage fent by Lord Sydney, 
relative to an interview for forming a new Adminiftratibn, 
ihould, by the Duke and his friends, be conftrued to mean a 

, virtual refignation; but this was a conceflion that the Minif-^ 
ter would not make. Secondly, the noble Duke *defircd 
that he might receive the meflage relative to an interview, 
from His Majefty in l)erfon, that he might have the autho* 
rity of His Majefty's name to propofe to his friends a plan 
for an arrangement ; but this conceflTion alfo the Minifter 
refufed to make. The laft thing required by the noble 
Duke, was, that the word equal, in the invitation to meet 
on fair arid equal terms, might be explained ^ but* this the 

'Minifter likewife refufed to do. The noble Duke fug- 
gefted an explanation of it in thefe words, f< That all pof- 
fible attention fliould be paid to terms of fairnefs and equa- 
lity." But this would not do ; for the Minifters fecmed de- 
termined to make no conceflion whatever. Thus ftbod the 
balance between both parties ; one ready to make every 
conceffion, the other none ; fq that, like the reciprocity of 
the peace, the conceflion was all on one fide* But why 
fliould a triumphant Minifter make conceflions t He found 
his opponents^ ready to concede every thing for the public 
goodj and vtrhen he found fo much pliancy on one fide, he 

Oo 2' had 
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had no occafion to fliew any on his. But fuitly this con-^ 
du£k argued an inconfiftency in the right honourable gen- 
tleman; for when the peace he made had bee;i cenfured by 
the Houfe of Commons, he thought it his duty to retire 5 
but now he could Hand in defiance of the very fame. Houfe; 
and that to whofe opinion' he once bowed fubmiffive^ he 
was not afraid to trample upon. 
"he Chan. The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid the honourable gentle- 
'xlh^uer! "^^" ^^^ amufed himfelf and the Houfe, by defcribing the ' 
.xc cquer. ^-^ff^^^^^ corps that Supported Adminiftration, He was cer- 
tainly much in the right to difplay his talent at defcription, 
for which he was fo well qualified ; for having once dc- 
fcribed the oppofite army, while he oppofed it, if was now 
fit that he Ikould defcribe that which he now oppofed^ but 
Which he formerly fought with. He was rcfolved to fhcw 
how able he could appear on either fide of a queftion ; and 
with what powers of eloquence he could, without any vifi- 
blc caufc, oppofe an Adminiftration that he had once fup- 
ported. The firft corps, he faid, was compofed of light ar- 
chers, who threw their littlfe arrows with great dexterity : 
probably the honourable gentleman's armour had not been fo 
ftrong fis to be proof againft the darts of thefe archers ; for 
thofc little arrows, which he afFefted fo much to defpife, 
feemed to have galled him not a little. As to the preroga- 
tive volunteers, which formed a fccond band, he was proud 
of their fupport, becaufe neither they nor he ccruld be fond 
of prerogative, without being fond of the conftitution^ for 
the prerogative was part of it ; nor could he for the fame 
teafon be an enemy to the Houfe of Commohs ; it was a 
part of the conftitution, and confequently to him an objeft 
of veneration. He could not conceive why the honourable 
gentleman fhould call the other band ** deferters,** merely 
becaufe they did not think proper to go the lengths to which 
others were hurrying the Houfe, The honourable j;entle- 
' man had an opportunity of knowing the fecrets of the aYmy ; 
"for having ferved on both fides, and having undertaken the 
talk of negociating, he was able to do his friends fignal fer- 
' vice, by the information he might colleft as a fpy, .while he 
enjoyed the privileges ^nd immunities of an AmbaiTador, 
The honourable gentleman had ftated what he called the 
debtor and creditor's fide of the account, in the negociation 
' for an union. It might perhaps fuit his ideas to ftate the 
bufinefs as a matter of barter ; but as die only objeft that 
he had in the tranfaftion was the public good, h^ confidercd 

pot 
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nfot what men wotild giYC, but what would promote the 
profperity of the country. He would endeavour to Ihew, 
in reply to the honojurable gentleman, that the advantage 
in point of charafter, or readinefs to facrifice private opi- 
nion, did not lie fo much on the other fide as the honoura- 
ble gentleman was defirousto have it thought. Firft, with , 
refpeft to the noble Lord in the blue ribband, he had faid 
that he could not fervc with him in the fameCabinet : the 
noble Lord wifhing to remove an obftacle to union, had. in 
a very bandfome manner offered to take himfelf out of the 
way. Great praife was unqueftionably due to the. noble 
, Lord for his condu£l on that occafion ; but this was a con- 
GcfEon which he never called for on the part of the right 
honourable gentleman over againft him : he never called 
upon him to give up the noble Lord : nay, he was fure the 
right honourable gentleman woi][ld have fpurned at the idea 
of it. What merit therefore could be founded by the oppo- 
fite party on the voluntary offer of the noble Lord ? He ne- 
ver called for that offer ; and therefore the party had no right 
to expeft that this voluntary zSt would be an inducement to 
him to make any conceffion on his part. With refpeft to • 
the India bill, it had been faid that the right honourable 
gentleman had conceded to him ^he objeflionable part, rela- 
tive to patronage. But how could he tell that } He could 
not tell it, until the bill fhould be produced and perufed. 
He admitted, indeed, that ehough had been faid to open a 
treaty upon that head, but not to conclude upon it. As >to 
the virtual reiignation, he had already fpoke lb often on the 
fubjeft, that it w^s unneceffary to fay any more : he would 
therefore make ah obfervation upon the conftruftion that 
the oppoiite party wapted to have put upon the words, ^^ an 
interview for the formation of a new Adminiftration." — 
They wanted to be at liberty to confider this expre'ilion to 
mean a virtual refignation, while Minifters fhould be at li- 
berty to confider it as meaning no fuch thing. This appear- 
ed to him fo ftrange a way of a£ting, that he certainly re«- 
fufed to adopt it. The words ** fair and equal terms" were 
next to be confidered. When words of fuch plain and ob- 
vious meaning created, or rather feemed to create difiicul- 
. ties, he took it for granted, that thofe who excepted to them 
did not wi(h to meet upon fuch terms : if therefore they ap- 
peared defirous not to meet upon equal terms, would any 
man think it advifeable that he ihould confeot to go into a 
jpabinet upon unequal terms^ which^^ in other words^ would 
i . be 
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be to form- a Cabinet carrying in \t$ bofom the feeds bf di-. 
vifion ? This was a plain ftate of the cafe ; and he truftcd 
it would appear that his condu£l in the negociation had beea 
free from ccnfure. 
Mr.Powys. Mr. P<nvys rofc with great warmth : he faid the Miniftcr 
' had made ufe of the word " fpy," a very difhonourablc ap^ 

pcUation to the perfon to whom it was applied ; he defired, 
therefore, in order that he might have an opportunity of dc- 
fending himfelf, that the right honourable gentleman woald 
lay openly to his charge any thing that he might have done 
in the courfe^ of the negociation that could be deemed dif- 
honourablc, and fuch as would juftify the right honourable 
gentleman in making ufe of the word *' fpy>" in the man- 
ner in which he ufed it towards him. 
The Chan- The Ckajuellor of the Exchequer replied, that he meant not, 
celiorofthc Jn the moft diftant mahher, to charge the honourable gen- 
Ixc cquer. ji^j^an with having afted difhonourably during the negocia- 
tion ; all he meant by the word " fpy" was, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman having ferved in both armies, knew, as 
well as a fpy could, aH the fecrets of both. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox obfcrved, that after what the right honourable 
gentleman had faid of thofe who went over to the one fide 
-of the Houfe after having once voted with the other, no 
more perfons would put themfelves in the power of the right 
honourable gentleman to charge them with inconfiftency ; 
and Hiould this be the cafe, he was fure the right honouraUe 
gentleman would have no reafon tocejoice that his argu- 
ments (hould have been perfualive. But he wandered that 
the right honourable gentleman (hould have faid that the ho- 
nourable member who fpoke laft but one had changed fidet 
without a caufe. Did he not know that in reality- the ho- 
nourable member ceafed to fupport him when the ground (on 
which, he formerly fupported him was entirely changed} 
Did he not, therefore, know that queflipns entirely new 
starting up, a man might efpoufe either fide, without giving 
z, candid reafoner the leaft ground for charging him with in- 
confiflency ) In the beginning of the conteft the honourable 
gentleman did not think the honour of the Houfe in the 
fmMleft degree involved ; but he foon found, when afiairs 
had taken a certain turn, that the very exifience of a Houfe 
af Commons, or, at leaft^ its confequence in the cpnftitutioo, 
was in queilion, and* then he ftood up an ad[vocate for the 
Houfe, and for the conftitution, even againft a Minifter 
for whpm he had z predile&ion. JG|ut the honourable gen« 
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tleman feemed to triuitiph at having got fomething that ap- 
prpached near to a majority, to fupport him ; however, if 
he would weigh well all circumftances, he would find but 
* little caufe to triumph ; for, in fa£V, who were his fuppor- 
ters ? Sptne indeed' who might be called a chofen band, and 
who might be reckoned among his particular friends, Bijt 
he fliould i^ecolleft, that a piuch greater number lupported 
him merely becaulc he was a Mmifter : that this greater 
number was compofed of perfons who never voted with him 
before, and who were ntver yet knowa to vote againft a Mi- 
nifter. The right honourable gentleman ought not therefore 
to truft much to men who never failed to lupport either the 
beft or the worft Minifters this country ever, fa w. They 
were not attached to the right honourable gentleriian, except 
mutely becaufe he was a Minifter ; and if to-morrow he 
fhoold be dif&iiflVd from His Majefty's Council, they would 
be as ftr«nuous againft him as they wxre now 11 rbng advo- 
cates for 'him. They were inJ^aft fupporters of every Ad- 
jniniftration ; they were tools of fecrct influence. Did the' / 
right honourable gentleman fay he would not coalefce with 
the noble Lord on account of the American war ? That 
would not deprive him of a (ingle ♦ote, though the majority 
of \his fupporters was compofed (5f perfons who had fupport- 
cd that war ; and therefore he felt himfelf juftifiablc in fay- 
ing, that if to-morrow the right honourable gentleman 
fhould happen to go out of office, he would himfelf be aban- 
doned by the majority of th^fe upon whom he now counted 
ais his friends. He begged leave to make a few obfcrvations 
on the fubjeft, the conferences relative to an union. He ad- 
mitted that the right honourable gentleman had not called* 
upon him to give up his noble friend in the blue ribband : 
he kaew that he would not, and could not give him up. 
T^he noble Lord was at the head of a party refpcjftable from 
its numbers, more refpeftable after it was purged by defer- 
tions to the fvlinifter. Such a man Could not be given up. 
But the noble Lord's own difintereflednefs and magnanimity- 
had prompted ; him to make a facrifice, which his friends. 
would riot have recommended to him, but for which he de- 
fcrved the mofl fincere thanks 'of his country. The noble 
Lord^ however, great as was his confequer^ce from the num* 
her of his friends, had coniented to retire frdm public bufi- 
nefs : did he not then fet an example to the right honourable 
gentleman ? and did not the example of his noble friend caill 
iipoa tiiin to make fome conceiEon > None however would 
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he make. The exprcflion ** equal terms,*' was delufive ; 
and the Committee would be able to fee that ijt was not aa 
cxpreiHon that held out a profpe£t of conciliation, but Team- 
ed to indicate an intention not to coalefce with finccrity for 
the interefls of the empire, but to fornl a balanced arrange-^ 
ment tlnit Ihould contraft thait part of the Miniftry that 
fhould go into the Cabinet from that fide of the hpufe. For 
the propofition that the arrangement Ihould be made '^ with 
attention to principles of equity and fairnefs/' had been it- 
jefted. Why ? Bccaufe the ** fair and equal terms,** on 
which they infifted, were direftly thq contrary. 
The Solici. ^^^ Solicitor General faid, with fomc heat, that the right 
torGeoerai. honourable gentleman was not entitled to throw out a gene- 
ral imputation on thofe members who fuppprted the prefent 
Minifter. He believed that they were men as free from cor- 
ruption, and as pure in their fentiments, as any body of men 
that ever exifted. The right honourable gentle^man, when 
he charged them with indifcriminate corruption, certainly 
deviated from that candour which he profeiTed to praAife. 
Mr. Arden faid he was equally entitled to fay of thofe who 
fupported him in bis meafures^ that they might be carried to 
any length on the principle on which they went. They 
might have voted the Minifter and his friends corrupt as 
well as unconftitutional, and he dared to fay they would 
have done fo. * 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox explained. He had not thrown out any indif- 
criminate charge againft the fupporters of the prefent Mini- 
fter. Nothing could be more difcriminate than .what he 
had faid ; for the aftertion was, that thofe who had fupport- 
ed the American war, and now fupported , the Minifter, were 
not men who either had fupported him, or who would at any 
time fupport him, or any other man when out of oflSicc. 
The Hon. The honourable Charles Marjham faid, that Mr. Arden's 
c. fc^ariham charge was, that thofe who had voted with Mr. Fox in the 
late meafures would have gone almoft any lengths, and have 
voted the Minifters corrupt as well as unconftitutionaL He 
knew not what be had feen in his conduft to make him ima- . 

fine that he or others, who had no objeft in attending that 
loufe but the honeft difcharge of their duty, and th<g wcl- 
. fare of the kingdom, were capable of afting contrary to 
their feelings. The right honourable gentleman had faid, 
that thofe who had taken an aftive part in the late negoda- 
tionshad enjoyed, under the charafter of Ambaflador8,all the 
advantages of ipies. Was it then to b6 charged .on thofe 

gentlemen 
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genttemeti who had ftepped in, and ardetifljr ftroi^e t6 pttt 
aa end to the violence and enmities of the time, that they 
were fpies ? He, for his own part, flood forwsird without 
any perfonal, paltry, interefted motive. His wifhes and 
aims were public * but he knevir that it was an office not ohiy 
nnpleafant but hazardous ; he was to fubjeft hfs cHsrafter-to 
the flanders of partv, but he prepared himfclf for the facri- 
^ce. Id all his conduft he endeavoured to maiifjtain the moft 
even line of proceeding. He afted as no fpy j he made no 
fcruple of declaring his' private opinion, that it did not ap- 
pear to him that there was in the Minifter the fame concilia- 
tory fj)irit that there was in the Duke of Portland. He ad-"~^ 
verted to the letter from his Grace, which had made the 
fubjeft of the right honourable gentleman's charge againft 
the meeting. It was true that they had omitted a paragraph 
<tf that letter in communicating it to Mr. Pitt, from the 
conciliatory principle ; and this was the aft of the body* 
He had the original letter in his pocket, and he would then 
read it to the Houfe. 

[Thi» letter, which was written to the gentlemen at the 
St. Alban's Tavern, in confequence of the refolution of that 
body, on the difference of the word " equal," we have al- 
ready ftated to the public. It gives to that refpeftable' body 
of gentlemen the Duke's reafons for defiring the explanation 
of the term. It had been fo particularly ifififted upon, and 
had made fo confpicuous a part of every thing that had 
lately come from the Minifter, that it was thought highly 
rcquifite to defire to know what he meant by it. This the 
Minifter peremptorily refufed. It appeared by the whole of 
the bufinefs that it was the deiigii of the Minifters to efla- 
blifh the projcftcd arrangements on the bafis of equal num<- 
bers throughout ; fo that, under the colour of a nominal 
equality, there fhoufd be a perpetual ftruggle and contention - 
m ftrength in the Cabinet, inftead of there being a fyftem 
df confidence and unanimity every where. To fuch an Ad* 
ihiniftration the Duke muft objcft. It was not a fyftem that 
could be beneficial to the country, or which could lead to 
tlie end Which they profeffed to have in view. To a fyftem 
df pCfTea equality he had no objeftion. To fuch a. fyftem 
as could introduce confidence and unanimity intp their mea- 
furcs he was a mbft hearty friend ; but he did not perceive ia 
Mr. Pitt any indications of a conciliatory difpofition.] 

This letter, Mr. Ma^fham faid, was communicated to 
the meeting: they had endeavoured to procure ftotn Mft 
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Pitt the explanation defired, but they had failed ; and they 
had fubjejted themfelves to imputations, which he thought 
but a poor return for their zeal and perfeverance in a very 
painful office, ^ _ 

After fome explanations on the part of Mr. Arden, Mr, 
Pennington maintained the pretenlion^ of thofe who fupport- 
ed Miniftry to incorrupt motives, and faid^ thejr were cer* 
tainly as much entitled to have credit for their integrity as 
the other fide of the Houfe. 

Mr. Powys faid a few words in explanation of the ^0- 
duft of thofe who had purfued the coiyrfe lately uken by the 
Houfe. 

Mr. RoUe and Mr. Hammet fpoke to the fincerity and 
purity of the Minifter's friends, and particularly lo thek 
own motives. 

The bill was read without farther converfation, and pafled 
the Committee. 

March 10. 

The Houfe, in a Committee of Supply, voted i,ioo,oool» 
for the extraordinaries of the navy. 

March 11. 

^fter ^ fhort debate the bill for the removal of convids 
was re*committed. 
Mt. £den. Mr. Eden entered into a minute inveftigation of the Re- 
port prefented to the Houfe by the Court of DireAors, 
/ ftating the Company^s accounts. He began by obferving, 
that if Mr. Pitt's bill, for the better management of the 
Company, was not founded on the confent of the Propric* 
-tors, it was as decidedly a breach of the chartered privileges 
of the Company as the bill of his right honourable friend, 
which had met an unfair death in the Houfe of Lord3 : on 
the other hand, if Mr. Pitt's bill was founded on confent, 
it clearly appeared upon the printed proceedings of the Pro- 
prietors, that fuch confent was founded on an expreft com- 
pa£t to give elTential relief to the diftrelTes of the Company. 
He had therefore thought it his duty to require the Direc- 
tors to ftate what in their opinion would amount to an effec- 
tual relief, that the faith of Parliament and the public inte- 
refts might not be pledged and rifqued to an unknown extent. 
The Direftors, after near twenty days debate, hs^d accord- 
ingly produced the prefent Report, to which he would oo^ 



A. 1784. DEBATES. 

e've etcher an inconfiderate encomium or a rafh cenfure ; 
It he could not hefitate to fay, that whatever might be its 
merits or demerit^^ it was of the higheft importance, and 
ought to have the moft careful examination. Both fides of 
the Houie were interefted in this taik. To the one fide it 
was furely expedient to afcertain the dreadful refponfibility 
with which they had charged themfdves, by fti fling for a 
year all meaftires refpeAing the Company, though they had 
unanimouily allowed that Company to be in a ftate which 
required in^mediate attention, ana no palliative remedies. 
To the other fide he would fay^ <^ It is true th^t your plan 
was founded on a principle of philanthropy, and on a defire 
to reicue multitudes of wretched nations from extreme op* 
preifion. The feelings of your countrymen have not been 
equally generous : diftance of fpace hai operated like to dif- 
tance of time ; and the miferies of diftant empires have been 
confidered with as much indifference as a piece^of ($ld hiflory, 
the campaigns of Xerxes, or of Alexander. You thought 
you were irefcuing the rights of men ; your countrymen 
think that a charter framed to cflablifli monopoly and create 
power is paramount to all the claims of juflice, humanity, 
and national expediency. But you refled your meafure alfo 
on the fuppofed bankruptcy of the Company. Here, then, 
you may (hew how far that pretext was deferving of regatd ; 
and you may rely upon it, that thefertfibility of thofe who 
cannot feel for the Antipodes, will be fuf&cientlv awake to 
the interefls of their Own firefides." To both hdes of the 
Houfe it was furelv a mofl important confideratibn to afcer- 
tain an account,' tne veracity of which might decide the fate 
of a great eflablifhment, the wonder of the prefent age, 
and iiiture hiftory -* a trading Company, pofTeiCng, it 9000 
miles diftance, a dominion of immenfe extent, a territorial 
revenue of five millions flcrlirig, the exclufive commerce of 
half the globe, the command of an army of 60,000 men, 
and the defpotic difpofal of thirty millions of their fellow 
creatures ! — Mr. Eden thcti proceeded to open the Report ; 
and after definilg the Houfe to remember that the Diredors 
clofed with a fuppofition that the dividend on the Company's 
flock would be continued at 8 per cent, and with an affer* 
tion that the Company is ^^ not only folvent, but pofleffed 
of an immenfe j[>roperty," he ftated the following requifi* 
tions, which, rn the opinions of the Direftors^ would prove 
an effectual relief: — Firfl, That the duties now due to the 
public^ and^ amountinj^ to 924,86.2!. may be paid in the 

f p z i?ourfc 
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€Ourfc of the prefent year; and tb^t the duties to b^coipe 
due hereafter {hall have differcuit pofiponements, as ftated in 
the report : on this be remarked;, that fuch great ri^qei 
find ai^vial inconvepi^ncies ought pot to be incurred by th« 
public without du:P eaquiry, and, perhaps, a collateral fecq- 
rity, in a ipore inimediate ipan^geipent of the Company'^ 
affairs ; nor would he in any cafe confent to the poftpoq^^ 
inent without payip^pt of intereft to the r^yenue of thf 
J^ingdom. — Sucoudly, That the prefent up^cepted bilU, 
^nipunting to lj39S,iS3l. ftall be accepted, payable in three 
years after they (hould regularly fall du^ ; a (poft ftrapgft 
propofition to be made by a folvent Company pofleflipg io)r 
mepfe property 1 It oiight pot to bie tolerated or even men-" 
tioped in FarUapnent, iinlefs accompanied by thp fpeci^c vor 
luntary confent of every bill-holder. He bad indeed h^ar4 
of a menace fpunded op the aft of i773> that the fer? 
yjipis in India Qiight draw bills, but the Dirqftprs wece not 
' obliged to pay them ; but this wa? the menace and the cop* 
dqft of a fwindler. The money of the bill-hQld^rs had b^eif 
borrowed in India, and expended in the purehafe of goodf 
for the Con^pany's inveftmcnts : and fhall the Con^pany jbi 
permitted to divide the product of thofe gopds, wbilft th^^ 
individuals to whopi it belongs ipay be ruined and Aarvipg/ 
and in ;^1 events be left fubjcft to a total lofe frppj the ulti^ 
mate bankruptcy of the Company ? Such a breach pf goo4 
faith would be fatal to the Company in future emergencies; 
it tended alfo to create a pew preflure on the foreign bopds pf 
the Company^ and on the paper circulation of this kingdom* . 
It might deferve remark, too, that there was no provifioQ 
pade for the annual payment of intereft on the bills, aftejr . 
it fhould regularly fall due, nor fpr the compound intereft if 
it fliould be poftponed ; nor was any reafon afligned for poft^ 
ponipg the bills at prefent in JEngland to thofe whicJh nwiy 
hereafter arrive. — Thirdly, The Report prefuimed, ^hat 
fome effeftual remedy would be provided agaipft fmugglm^, 
Mr. Eden admitted, that if this could be done in the fiegl^ 
article of tea, the Company would be enabled to ftU tfeirT 
teen millions of pounds annually inftead of fix : apd that 
fuch a meafure would not only fave and reftore the revenue 
of this kingdom, but would annihilate the foreign cop^pa-^ 
nies, which are at prefent the channels of remittance of pri^* 
yate fortunes, colUfted in India by the Company's feryants. 
But he added, that prefent appearapces in this country wqiq 
jiot very ayipicious tp great and vigorous nieafftres^ wbicli 
• ." ^' ■ '■ ' ' " '^ can 
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can QoljT be attempted, by ftroog and efficient gOTernroent^* 
-^-fourthly, That the Company (hould be able to fcU the 
bonds lately paid io^ and that this will greatly depend upoa 
tbe difdjarge of the unfunded debt of the public, which at 
prefent weighs down every other circulation. Mr. Eden rc*^ 
marked on this, that the unfunded debt, includinig the army 
cxtraordinaries, now amounts to twenty-twojniUions^ and 
that many arrears of the war ftill remain to be* bcooght ^to 
account. He hoped and truftcd that the Minifter would 
very fpeedily bring this great coniideration into difculCon^ 
as it affefits not only the Eaft-India Cotppany, but the whott 
trading and landed intereft. He recomoiended the feriot^ ^ \ 

peruftl of the Eleventh Report of the Commiflioners of Ac* 
counts, and fuggefltd, that at a proper time it might be ex- 
pedient to refer the whole of thofe Reports to the coofidera- 
tion of a Scleft Cotnmrttc'c. — Fifthly, That the loan of 
gcx>,QOOK fhould be continued : he would only obferve oa 
this, that it was an additional rifque propofed to the. public, 
and a farther prefiure on circulation. — Sixthly, That the 
iOO,QO0l. remaining unpaid of the laft renewal of the cx^ 
(cfaiive trade fhould. not be demanded : he faid, that there 
was no pretence for this, if founded on the exploded clain\e 
of the Manilla affair and the French prifoners* and \( it 
^as alked as a gift, it was ahfurd to expeft fuch gifts from 
an indigent public to ^' a folvent Company pofTei&ng inn 
^lenfe property." — In the conclufion it was modcftly fup- 
pofed, that the dividend would be continued at 8 per cent. 
To this he trufted the Houfe would not confent in the pre- 
fent circumftanccs of the Company : fix per cent, was the 
moft that could be expected, and that from a regard to fa-< 
milics of real Proprietors, rather than to another clafs, who 
came under ;the defcription of political Proprietors. Mr. 
Jxlen next Hated the whole detail of the accounts, on which 
the DireAcurs had founded their eftimate ; it is unnecef&ry 
to follow it, as the Houfe confented to the appoinWient of n 
SeleA Committee for the inveftigation. We fhall only ob- 
ferve, that he objefled to the aifertion, that the Company is 
not bound to difcharge the bond debt in any limited time, 
which, he faid, was the reverfe of truth. He objefted alfo 
to the ftatement of the foreign debt at four million^ and a 
half only, and faid, that it would be found to be at leaft 
feven millions, for the whole of which an inteicfk muft be 
paid of 8 or 9 per cent. He faid it was abfurd to fappofe 
that the general bills from India, in the next fix years, 

would 
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would amount only to i88,ooot. and it was equally abftttd 
to fappoTe, that the profit on fait in Bengal, which tfie Di- 
rectors had improperly confidered as a commercial fund, 
would amount to 400,0001. a year, or even a fourth part of 
' that fum. . That no allowance was made for fea riique, 
which, <>n the cargoes amounting to eleven millions, could 
not be computrcd at lefs than 5 per cent. That the military 
cliarges were ftated upon a viiionary fuppofition of an imme- 
diate return of oeconomy at the clofe of a moft extenfive 
war. That the balance due for victualling the King's fhips, 
purfuant to z& of Patiiament, ^was not brought to accoant^ 
That credit was taken for near a million fterling, due from 
the Nabob of Arcot, which debt was known to m quite de- 
fperate* That thefe accounts varied in fome points from 
others lately figned by the fame accountants. In the re- 
fult, there could be no doubt that the whole matter was pro- 
per for the examination of a Sele£t Committee, which be 
hoped would be appointed by the different parts of the 
Houfe, on ^^ terms of fairnefs and equality," and conduft- 
od without any other view than to afcertam the truth, in a 
coniideration of the higheft importance. He concluded 
with moving for a Sele£k Committee. 
General Smith feconded the motion. 
TlieOiiii- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he would not objeft 
loeiiorot'the to the motion. He thought the Houfe (hould^^ireoeiYe all 
B*hequer. pofRble information 6n a fubjeft of fo much importance. 
His motive for rifing was, to explain that part of his fpeecH 
on the introduction of his India bill, whioh feeiped to have 
been mifconceived by feveral honourable members. He had 
never mentioned the concurrence of the Company as the 
ground-work of his bill ; for in fa£l they had given no ex- 
prefs concurrence to any particular mekfure, unlefs in the 
confidence which they repofed in the wifilp^ of the Houfe, 
to make fuch arrangements, (hort of an anniliihition of their 
charter^ as might give fatisfaftion to Government, and fe- 
cure profperity to their trade, and to their' territorial poifrf* 
lions in India. With regard to the folvency of the Com- 
pany, he confidered a Company to be folvent, when, from 
its poflcflions and various refources, it could pay twenty 
fiiillings in the pound on all the demands forthcoming againft 
them. No good reafon could, in his opinion, be given for 
the fecond motion of the honourable gentleman. He thought 
Proprietors of India ftock by no means improper perfons to 
I fic 
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fit in the Committee ; but rather thought the Committee 
ihould be appointed by ballot. 

Commodore Johnjitme perfefily coincided with the right Comme- 
honourable Chancellor. He could not admit that Mr. Fox ^of« Jo**- 
had been aftuated by a principle of philanthropy^^ as fiated ^^ 
* by the gentleman who made the motion, in bringing for- 
ward his bill for the government of India. That honoura« 
ble gentleman had of late dedicated a great portbn of his 
time to the conCderatton of India affairs ; but he was much 
inclined to fufpeft that ambition had as great a Ihare in 
prompting fuch ideas as a fpirit of philanthropy* or any 
other motive whatever. The villanies perpetrated in India 
were a favourite topic with certain gentlemen ; but he was 
convinced as great villanies were committed in this metro- 
polis. The Cfommodore then went into a K>ng examinatioa 
of the principles of Mr. Fox's India billj and anfwered 
fully Mr. Eden's arguments. 

mr. Dempfter expreifed a wifh that fomething decifive Mr.Demp. 
might be done for India* and that in the confufion of affairs^^' 
at home that continent might not be negle&ed till it was to- 
tally loft to this country. 

Mr. Fox aflerted^ that if India was loft to this country* 
it would no longer have any thing worth retaining, but 
would in faft perifh along with it. He hoped the Chan- 
cellor of 'the Exchequer would quickly bring forward fome 
icheme for the regulation, of India; if not* he muft once 
more take it upon himfelf. 

Mr. Lufhington faid a few words in favour of the motion 
made by Mr. £den. 

Commodore Johnftone replied ; after which the motion 
was put and agreed to. 

March I a* 

Mr. Alderman Sawhridge moved for a Committee to take 
into confideration the ftate of the reprefentation of the peo- 
ple; which* after fome debate^ was negatived by 141 
againft 93. 

March 15. 

Appointed a Seled Cpmmittee to examine the accounts of 
th^ India Houfe. 

Mar^h 
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March 16. 

A fhort converfation occurred on the firft rbadii^ of Uic 
American Intercourfe bill. 

March 17. • 

On voting the arlnual fum for Chelfca Hofpital, Sir Cecil 
Wray ftated the enormity of the expence ; it amounted to 
51I. 5s. a man : he wifhed therefore' the houfc was pulled 
down, and an annuity given to the men. 

March 18. 
i 

A fhort converfation occurred again on the American In- 
tercourfe bill, fupported by Mr* Eden, Mr. Herbert, and 
• Mr. Pitt. 

March 19. 

The order of the day being read for the reports of the 
am£ndments made in the Committee on the American trade 
Lord Shcf- and intercourfe bill, Lord Sheffield faid^ he. always wifhed to 
field. avoid giving trouble, and was foiry to find it neceflary toop- 

pofe the bill then before the Houfe, in its laft ftage, but the 
diftruft of the Mitiiftcr, which he had expreffed on a fonner 
day, was greatly increafed by the requifition, to have the 
extraordinary powers, contained in it, jgranted for fo lone a 
term as three months, at this period ofthe feffion efpecially, 
it was now extraordinary ; the prefent SSlicitor General, no 
longer ago than laft year, had objefted to it for more than 
three weeks. His Lordlhip faid, he trufted the Houfe would 
not thmk any Dill of the kind neceffary ; that every mea- 
fure in any degree complicated, appeared to the ignorant 
extremely difficult ; but when thefe will give themfelves the 
trouble of a little enquiry and examination, thofe which 
feemed difficult, would appear perfcftly fimple and eafy. He 
was fnre it would prove fo, as to what was neceffary to be 
done in regard to America.; but if this was too much for the 
Minifter, the prefent proclamations might have been thrown 
into a bill for the prefent, the Minifter might have propofed 
fuch alterations or omiffions as his knowledge might fuggeft; 
any other Minifler would have ftudiouily declined fuch ex* 
traordinary refponlibility. If the prefent was not difpofed toi 
defperate meafures he muft have done fo ; his Lordfhip faid 
be coald not place fuch confidence in a man^ whofe greateft 

admirers 
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admirers did not pretend to any ground forahcir confidence, 
except his having dpne nothing ; a child juft bof n had the 
fanie advantages, yet might not be fit to be Miniftcr ; but he 
was forry he 'could not cdnfider the Miniftcr in fuch a harm- 
lefs ftate of innocence.— Exclufive of his conduft towards 
this Houfe, and the leading part he took in the late peace,* 
there ^re afts by which he can be judged — Firft, the bill he 
brought in laft year for the regulation of trade between iht 
American States and the fubjefts of Great Britain; every 
claufe was altered ; but the principle was fo bad, that at length* 
the bill was dropt : It would have proved ruinous to our * 
navy and commerce; and Parliament rather chofe to give an 
extraordinary temporary power to the King in trouncil, of 
difpofing of laws, the continuance of which power, for a 
Jonger time, is now moft unneceflarily demanded. Another 
tranfaflion by which he is known is, the manner of circum- 
venting the late Admiaiftration, perhaps the moft capable 
and efficient thb country has ever known ; that fubjeft re- 
quired no illuftration. — ^Thc third aft By' which he may be 
judged is, his late inefieftual Eaft-India bill ; on which it is 
only necelTary to obferve, that although many voted for it, as * 
proceeding from the Minifter, it was not believed a fingle mem- 
ber 'fincc rely approved 'it. vHis Xordlhip added, that fo far 
from admitting the Minlfter had yet done nothing, and 
therefore he fhould be tried, he thought him guilty of a high . 
crime and mifdemeanour, by making or keeping open a. 
breach between th^ Crown and the reprefentatives of the 
people. It is not neceftary now to comment on the words 
he has put in the month of Majefty, but the time may come 
when the meafures of the Crown or Minifters may not be 
popular ; this Houfe, degraded and made infignificant as it is, 
will not be in a fituation to ftep in between or fupport them, 
but in the mean time, becaufe it is not fubfervient to every 
meafurc of the new Minifter, becaufe it cannot change its 
principles and alter its proceedings as quick and as often as 
Adminiftrations are changed, it is to be diflblved ; when that 
happens dn fuch ground, there is an end of the Conftitution, 
and there can be no change for the worfe: but the young 
phancellor of the Exchequer feems to fancy the exiftence 
of the empire depends on his continuing firft Minifler, when 
It is obvious to the world, that on bis reCgnation of an office, 
for which he is fo unfit, order would in^mediately take place 
of our prefent miferable, helplefs ftate, and much impending 
mifchief would be prevented. He will however find that 
Vol. XIII. Q^q even 
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even if he fhould have a majority in Parliament, he aod his 
aflfociates would not be capable long to carry on the bufineft 
of the country. His Lordfhip concluded by faying, that not 
having ?iny other afts by which he could judge of the Mi- 
nifter^ thofe we knew Ihould infpire every man with diflruft 
inftead of confidence; and he was juftified in ftatinghis reafons 
for not trufting him with the unneceffary and extraordinary 
powers now,, demanded, efpecially when it was known he 
wifhes to promote and eftablifh, through it, the principle of 
that deftru6tive bill he introduced laft year, which would 
have ruined the marine of England, if this Houfe had not re* 
fufed to adopt it. 

Sir Adam Fergufon, Sir P. J. Gierke, and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer took part in the debate 5 and nearly the fame 
^rgiinients were brought forward as had been ufed on the 
former readings of the bill 5 after which the report was brought 
"Up and agreed to. 

The report from the Committee of the whole Houfe on 

, Lord Mahon-s bill, for preventing bribery and corruption at 

cleftions for members to ferve in Parliament, was brought 

pp. 

Lord Mahon moved that the amendment be now read. 

"Wlr. Minchin oppofed the motion, and moved thsLtJtx months 
be inferted inftead of now. 

After fome debate the Houfe divided upon Mr. Minchin's 
motion. For it, 49; againft ir, 70. ^ 

A cl«^ure was then propofed by Mr. Huffey, for providing, 
that nothing in the aft fhould be conftrued to extend to thp 
preventing of candidates from defraying all neceffary cx- 
pences of voters from their home§, to the place of voting, and 
back again ; ftill keeping up the principle that the voter, 
i)or 4ny one for him fhould touch the money ; but it (hould 
be paid to thofe who had carripd and fed the voters; The 
motion was afterwards modified ; but the principle of it was 
. parried, an4 the Houfe adjourned. 

March 22. 

The Sec. at The Secretary at War moved the order of the day. 

War. for going . into a Committee of fupply, on the eflimates 

for the extrordinaries of the army : the order was accordingly 

read, and the Secretary at War then moved, " that the Speaker 

do now leave the chair." 

Sir 
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Sir Grey Cooper begged leave to fay^ few words Wore the Sir Grey 
queftion was put. He faid it was now generally anderftood, C®**P*'^- 
that the Parliament was to be diflblvedi but (0 daring and 
unwarrantable a meafure would a diflblution be under the pre- 
fent circumftances of affairs that he could not conceive bow 
minifters had ventured to refolve upon it* The Houfe, it was 
true,, had voted the army ; but how was that army to be paid ? 
He believed thete was not a man in the Houfe who would be 
bold enough to fay that any money could be iffued for the pay 
of the army, after the relolution had been pafled to the coi^ 
trary, until an appropriating aft fliould have pafled : a fpeedy 
diflblution would preyent that, and the mere votes, both of the 
troops and pay, would be completely done away by either a 
prorogation or a diflblution. If therefore any money ftiould 
be iflfued for the pay of the army after the diflblution, and 
before the pafling of the appropriating aft, he would not hefi- 
tate to fay that fuch a meafure would be an jnfracjlion of rights,, 
inafmuch as it would caufe to be kept up and paid an arniy 
without the confent of Parliament ; and Minifters muft re- 
colleft, that when a bill of rights was prefented to King Wil- 
liam apd Queen Mary, it was prefented as the condition by 
which they were to hold the Crown, Minifters might cxpeA aa 
aft of indemnity ; but they fhould beware how they eftablifh 
the dangerous precedent of violating the Conftitution, with 
the hope of being able to have fuch a Parlianjent returned as 
would indemnify* them from the c<3nfequences of violation of 
the Conftitution. As to a difliblution in the middle of the 
feflion, while fo much bufmefs remained to be difpatched, it 
was a meafure that had never been heard of. The diffolution 
in 1705, on account of the difpute between the two Houfes in 
the Aylefl)ury caufe, was not a cafe in point ; for almoft all 
the public bufmefs had been difpatched, the army and navy 
voted, the fupplies, and the appropriating aft paflid, and tbe 
feflion very far advanced, before the Parliament was diflTol- 
, ved. 

Mr. Harrifon did not fee the fmalleft pretence that Minifters Mr. Han 
had now for a diflblution. The gentlemen on his fide of the fon. 
Houfe (the oppofition fide) had declared that they would not 
oppofe the meafures of Adminiftration. Why therefore was 
not the public bufmefs brought forward ? The reafon was 
plain ; Minifters knew that their popularity was founded 
only in delufion, and mifreprefentation, and that th6 revolution 
of a few weeks would put an end to it ; and th^efore, they 
truftedfor fupport, not to their meafures and their popularity, 
but to ^ new Houfe of Commons. If this was not the cafe, 

CLq % they 
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they would go through the bufinefs of the nation, propofc 
their meafures of finance, ^and then at the clofe of the feflion 
appeaf to. the people by a diflblution of Parliaipent- 

The queftion for the Speaker*8 teaving the chair was put,, 
and carried without any farther obfervations. 
Mr. Ord took the chair of the Committee, and 

he Sec. at » The Secretary at War moved for the fura of 2,300,000!. to 

v. defray the extraordinaries of the army. 

r.Geotge Mr« George Onflow lamented that the Houfe had deftroyed 

Bflow. • the fineft army. in the world — the militia, and was now going 
to vote an immenfe fum for another every way inferior to it : 
the former was the natural army of this country : and as France 
could at all times fit out a fleet at the breaking out of a war, 
much fooner than we could, fo of courfe a militia would be ab* 
folutely neceiiary for the defence of the cjountry againft a fud- 
den attack. (He alluded to the refolution not to call out the 
militia this year.) He then faid that a faving might be oiade^ 
of the whole garrifon, artillery, and government of Gibraltar, 
by a ceflion of that place, which by the enormous expence it 
occafioned, was a mill ftone about the neck of this country ;. 
for it had already coft it ,{^.5000,000 ; and to no purpofe ; 
for the trade with Spain was againft us ; it was an inCgnifi- 
c^ant trade for white-wine ^nd pig-nuts ; and of fo little ufe 
was Gibraltar, that he would venture to prophecy, another 
Britifli fleet would never be feen in its bay. » 

r.Huffey. Mv. Hu/py faid he did nptlike to alk an impertinent quef- 
tion, but he wiflied to know whether Parliament was to be 
diflblved this week,. ,A friend of his had a bill, then on the; 
table, which *had been fent down from the -Lords, and which 
could not, according to order, be read a fecfond time before 
Friday next. He underftopd that when a diflblution was ex- 
pedted, the orders were relaxed, and bills fuiSered to proceed 
fooner, with the greateft difpatch. la that cafe, his friend's 
bill might be brought on to-morrow, and be got ready for^ 
the royal aflent* with the other bills : and this would, 
be to his friend a faving of near 200I. which would be 
entirely loft, if the Parliament ftiould be diflS>lved before hi$ 
bill paued. No anfwer was given to this queftion. The fup- 
ply was voted, and the Houfe refumed. Lord Mahon's bill 
againft bribery was then put into the Speaker's hand, and on 
the motion for its being read a third time, the Houfe divided ^ 
'*— Ayes, 45 ; Noes, 38. 

The hill was then read a third time and pafled. 

Z 

March 
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March %y 

Lord Mahon adverted to the proceedings of the upper Houfe Ll Mah i a. 
oil his bribery bill, and particularly to the fpeecb of Lord 
Mansfield, of which he complained. 

Mr. Ord having brought up the report t)f the Committee of 
Supply on the army extraordinaries, and the Speaker having 
put the queflion, that the fame be read, 

Mr. Hden faid, that he did hot rife in the hope of having Mr. Cd€«« 
better fuccefs than fome of his friends had on the preceding 
day ; but he wasf impelled by a fenfe of duty to ftate fome re« 
inarks on the circumflances of the prefent motion. The Mi* 
nifler of the day and his adherents might difregard or mif« 
apprehend thole circumftances, but the time would come ' 
when the forewarnings now given would be brought back to 
their recollection. He would not now enlarge upon the fin* 
gnlar condu£l of voting fervices to the amount of near ten 
millions and finding fupplies for no more than a fourth part of 
that fum ; if fuch votes were brought forward merely^ as a 
mode of amufing Parliament, he oould only fay they were un- 
neceflary, and therefore unbecoming and difrefpediful : but if 
they were meant to give a fandtion to the fubfequent conduct 
<)f Minifters, :Hid to enable them to fay that they were juftifi^. * 

able in applying the public money to voted fervices, the rea- ^ 
fbning was flimfy and fallacious ; the votes of fuch fervices 
would be a mere nullity from the moment of the diflblution ; 
they could derive no fanftion from the prefent Houfe of Com- 
mons ; for that fame Houfe of Commons had yoted, that any 
payment of the army, made after a diflblution, and previous to ^ 
an a£l of appropriation, would be criminal, and a breach of 
public truft, and illegal and unconftitutional. He would not 
however prefs the right honourable gentleman, either on this 
point or on other great confiderations refpefting the^ com- 
merce, the revenue, and public credit of the kingdom, all which 
feemed to be gratuitoufly abandoned to confufion and ruin, at 
the very moment when both fides of the Houfe concurred in 
givingevcry facility and difpatch to all the bufinefsof the nation. 
There certainly was an appearance of an avidity to abufe the fal^e \ 
popularity of the moment to the purpofes of creating a more 
fubfervient Parliament — ^but the day of trial would come, and 
he acknowledged it to be unfair to urge the right honourable 
gentleman to foreteUhis defence, and to make it -before a 
judicature to which he was not to be refponlible* Mr. Eden 

addedj 
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added, that his prcfent objeft was to mention two moft im- 
portant confiderations, which Parliament had unanimoufly 
Voted to merit the moft early attention, and in which he un- 
worthily bore a principal truft. The firft refpeSed the illi- 
cit praiSbices ufed in defrauding the revenue : it was his duty 
on that day to prefent the Third Report of the Committee : 
that Report comprehended all the means of prevention ; it 
' was of a nature to merit the moft immediate difcuffion : his 
own duty, however, and the duty of the Committee would be 
difcharged, by prefenting the fruit of labours which had been 
performed with integrity and with induftry : he had only, 
therefore, to thank the Houfe for having placed him in a 
Committee with a fet of gentlemen, to whofe candour, indul- 
gence, perfevcrance and abilities, he fhduld ever bear tefti-. 
mony with gratitude and refpeft. The next confideration 
was the bulinefs of the Eaft-India Committee ; it was con- 
nefted cflentially with the leading feature of the prefent 
ftrange feffion of Parliament : the Committee had already 
gained informations of the moft interefting and moft urgent 
importance : it would be impoffible to ftifle thofe in- 
formations : there could not exift any where a wifli to 
ftifle them : but it was his wifli that they Ihould be 'brought 
forward foon, and it would be a matter of proper attention, 
both to the public interefts and to the perfons employed in 
this branch of thofe interefts, to intimate, either openly or 
privately, whether there fhould be fufficient time for this 
Committee to form a report. He defired to be underftood 
to ftate all this with the calmnefs which became a man who 
was ftanding at the fidfc of a derath bed ; in the expiring mo- 
ments of the prefent Parliament. He was certainly foriy for the 
intereft of fome individuals, and for the increafing diftreffcs 
of the public ; but in the choice of prefent evils, he was glad, 
that the diffolution, however contrary to credibility and 
common fenfe, was determined to take place ; the kingdom, 
and all its dependencies, would fufFer gricvoufly by fo wild a 
ftep ; but the Conftitutlon would be faved : the Houfe of 
Commons would be annihilated, in the moft inexpedient mo- 
ment ; but it was better that it fhould be annihilated than 
dilhonoured ; it was better, that there fhould be a temporary 
diftrefs, than the mortal and fatal circumftancc of a Miniftry 
continuing obftinately to exercife iis funftions in defiance of 
a vote of the reprefentativcs of the people. 
td. Ntfth. Lord Norths after a momentary paufe rofe and faid, that 
curiofity which was fo natural for his right honourable 

friend, 
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friend, and for the Houfe in general, to feel upon the pre-r 
fent occafion, he felt in common with them 5 and had 
hoped the Chancellor of the E^xchequer would have deigned 
to have uttered a fingle fyllable.by way of fatisfafiHon on a 
point that fo materially concerned them all. The report 
that they were at the point of death was in every body's , 
mouth ; but he was yet willing to believe that it was un- 
true, and that becaufe no one public reafon could be 
affigned in juftification of fuch a meafure* Indeed a va- 
riety of circumftances made it appear to him to be impof- 
fible that Minifters could mean to diflblve Parliament under 
the prefent circumftances of the country. The two Com- 
mittees that his right honourable friend had juft referred 
to, alone afforded fufficient grounds to warrant the opinion 
he entertained upon the fubjeft. Each of thofe Commit- 
tees had bufinefs before them, not only of great importance, 
but fuch as required the immediate; attention of Parliament. •' 
That upon fmuggling concerned the revenue fo nearly, , 

that he could not fuppofe any Minifter who regarded the 
intercfts of his country, cotild poffibly be brought to ac- 
cede to a diflblution of Parliament, before fomething was 
-done in confequence of the Reports of the Smuggling Com- 
mittee. Again, the Committee on the ftate of the Eaft- 
India Company's affairs was employed in a matter of too. 
interefting a nature to be difregarded, nay, the right ho- . 
nourable gentleman himfelf had declared on a former ocoa<^ • 
fion, that fuch was the urgency of the Eafl-India Com- 
pany's affairs, that the fubjeft would admit of no delay j 
that it muft be taken into immediate confideration, and 
that if any time was loft, the difficulty and the danger ari- 
fing to the country in general from the prefent ftate of ^the 
Eaft-India Company's affairs would be increafed. To 
difTolve the Parliament, therefore,, after fuch a declaration^ 
and without there exifting ^ poffibility for one public rca- ' 
fon to be affigned for fuch a meafure, would be not only ^ 
unwai;rantable, but in his mind highly criminal. The fide 
©f the Houfe on which he ftood had been charged with a 
defign to ftop the fupplies, and to impede the progrefs of 
the public bifinefs ; had not that charge received the am- 
pleft refutation ? Did they impede the public bufinefs, - or 
had they ftopped the fupplies ? On the contrary, had they 
not voted all that had been afked; and was it not fufficient- 
ly well known, that they had no intention to throw any 
irppediment in the way of the public bufinefj? Another 

charge 
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. cliargc that had been brought againft them had been, that 
they had eftablilhed aifyftem of procrailination* He 
lagged to aik where the procraftination and where the de« 
lay was moft truly imputable ? They were ready^ and had 
been ready for many days paft, to go on with the public bu- 
finefs, to attend it feduloufly, and to forward it with all 
neceffary difpatch. To whom, then, was delay imputable, 
and what was to be ^bought of the confiftency of the 
tight honourable gentleman, who bad formerly recom- 
mended difpatch, if he now confented to advife His Ma- 
jefty to diflblve the Parliament, ar\d by that means create, 
without any one public reafon, additional delay, and put 
that Houfe, with fo much bufinefs before it, into a total 
>ftate of inaftion for two months ? His Lordftiip reminded 
, gentlemen of the language of their Addrefs to the Throne, 
deprecating a dilTolution, and the language of the Royal , 
anfwer. In both, the bufinefs then before the Houfe had 
been mentioned ', by the Houfe it had been pointed out as 
bufinefs of great importance, and as bufinefs that required 
^ ^ difpatch ; and in the King's anfwer it had been admitted to 
"" , be bufinefs that was urgent, and difpatch had been earneft- 
ly recommended to the Houfe. From thefe confiderations 
^ he thought the idea of a diffolution in the qourfe of the 
week . an idea which it was impoffible for Minillars to have 
entertained, much lef& to have embraced and refolved to 
carry into execution.' He would not, he faid, put any 
queilion to Minifters upon the fubjedi, becaufc they were 
to anfwer for their conduft in that particular to another 
tribunal, (hould it hereafter appear that they had given His 
Majefty any fuch advice as to diflblve his Parliament un-* 
der the prefent circumftanccs of public bufinefs* This, 
however, he proceeded to defcribe as a matter impoffible to 
be intended. He mentioned the vote of upwards of two 
millions of the preceeding day, and faid, he had freely 
aflcnted to that grant, and that h^ fhould be ready, in like 
manner, to give his vote for any other grant that the pub- 
lic fervice required ; but that vote convinced him that a 
diflblution of Parliament was not at hand, becaufe, for 
Minifters to come gravely to that Houfe and alk large 
grants of fupplips, without having any intention to provide 
adequate \)^ays and means, and to complete the bufinefs 
by following it with a bill of appropriation, but on the 
contrary, meaning almoft immediately afterwards to dif- 
folvc Parliament, would be to do an unhandfome thing in 

the 
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themoft unhandfome manner; to aggravate offence, and to 
treat the Houfe with unparallelled infult and contempt* 
Befides, what end could fuch condu£k infwer ? The Houfc 
had C9me to a refolution (and that refolution, he recolle£l- 
.cd, had pafled unanimoufly) that for any Minifter to apjjHy 
the public money to anfwer the votes of Supply, in cafe of 
a prorogation or diflblution of Parliament, before an ap» 
propriation aft had pafled, would be guiltyof a high crime 
and mifdemeanour. That Government had afted contrary 
to the di reft ions of Parliament, in cafes of emergency, 
and that their conduft had not in that particular provoked 
cenfure, he was ready to admit, but then the emergendes 
had been unforefecn. In the prefent cafe, the emergency 
was forefeen ; it was known, that money muil be had to 
pay the army ; it was kpown, that money would be wanted 
to pay the ordnance. To diflblve the Parliament, therefore, 
and by that means wilfully to create the emergency, would 
be highly criminal. • There never had been ar> inftance of 
fttth a rafh,* inconfiderate aft, and if it was attempted, and 
it was proved by the refult that public money coiUd be ap- ' 
plied to the votes of fupply, before ways and means were 
provided to anfwer the Supplies already voted, before ;^n 
appropriation aft had pafled, and in denance of the refo- 
lutions of the fame Uouf^. of Commons that had voted 
thbfe fupplies, he flipuld contend that the law and tVc ' 
conftitution of this country were at an end. His Lord**' 
Ihip rcafoned much at large, and very forcibly upon the 
feveral points we have mentioned ( and after having held 
up in glaring colours, how highly criminal, and how fia-r 
grantly unconftitutional.it >yould be for Minifters to advife 
His Majefty of a fudden, in the midft of a feflion, and 
without the exiftence of a poflibility to aflign a fihgle pub« 
lie reafon for fuch a conchift, to diflblve his Parliamerit^ 
concluded with faying, that he fliould fit down with his * 
mind eafy, under the conviftion, that it was impofli^ble for 
Minifters to have any luch intention, notwithftanding the 
general credit given to the report that Parliatoient was to 
be diflblved in a day or two. s 

General Conway faid, niuch as. it was the habit of the right Gen. i 
honourable gentleman oppofite hira to fneer at any man who ^*y* 
prefumed tp talk of the dignity of that Houfe, and to mako 
a jeft of every expreflloii of a wifli to preferve its importance 
fn the fcale of the Conftitution ; he yrould neverthelefs ven- 
ture to fay a few words » &^fting thf jreport of an approach- 
Vojt. XIIL . Rr inj 
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mg diflblution, and to add one more reafon to the many thai 
had been already aiiigned in proof that fuch a meafure ought 
not to take ^lace, and that it could not be adopted without 
infinite inconvenience and hazard to the country. The 
matter he meant to , allude to fell within thie fphere of his 
profeflion, and thence impreffed his mind the more forcibly. 
When the Ordnance eAiniate had been under the confidera-^ 
tion of that Houfe, an honourable and refpe£lable friend of 
his (Mr. Hufiey) had propofed to curtail the eftimate and .to 
vote a fqm ftiort of it to the full amount of one hundred 
^ thoufand pounds. This propofition had, the General ob- 

Terved, been m^oe in one of the thinneft houfes that ever 
perhaps fat upon fo very imt>ortant a fubjeft, and it was ac- 
ceded to. He had the beft authority however for faying, 
that it had been intended by the right honourable gentleman 
at the head of the Exchequer to. bring the matter forward 
again and obtain a reconfideratipn of it. Great part of the 
. . iervices left unprovided for by the curtailment of the efti- 
mate that he had mentioned^ had ftood ftill ever lihce, ,and 
, Were, to his knowledge, fervices not only of indifpehfable but 

\ of immediate neceflity. He meartt the works carrying on 

for the defence of the kingdom^ Many of thcfe were works 
that abfolutely required the utmoft dilpatch in their comple- 
tion, a fa£l which he well knew, and which was equally well 
(cnown to the noble Duke, his noble relation, at the head of 
the Ordnance Board. The General dwelt for fomc time on 
this circurtiftance, and pointed out the great mifchief that 
might arife from Parliament's being diflblved before the work;^ 

^ in queftion were provided for. He afterwards urged a great 

variety of remarks, to fliew the extreme inconvenience that 
would attend a difiblution under the prefent cirCumftances of 
the country. Among other things he faid, be did fuppofe in 
Jhe new Parliament the right honourable gentleman would 
. have a majority to fupport him as a Minifter. In jthat cafe 
he only wifhed, he might ufe hit power for the 'fervice of hiV 
country y in that cafe, he cared not who was the Minifler. 
He declared he had himfelf no peffonal ambition ; no anxiety 
for place or emolument. In the late conteft, he had gone 
much farther than he had ever gone in party before ; but he 
had done fo, becaufe he faw the importance of that Houfe^ 
was endeavoured to be trampled upOn, and the Conftitution 
was endangered. Let them be preferved, and let the country 
be benefited, and all his ambition was gratified. He reJifon* 
ed for a confiderable time in this manner. 

The Report heiiig read a firft time^ and a motion made to 
tead it a fecond time, 

4 Lord 
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Lord North hiif as it was a new queftion^ he would fay a 
^ew words )niore refpe£^ing a di0blution. His'Lordf^ip tn^^ 
took notice of the fecrecy suid filence of tfae.Minifter^ and 
faid, he fappofed, it was defigned to hav|B a Parliament of 
qtieilipn, and another PaAiamenty in like coanner as it ap* 
peared to be intended to have one Parlianient for voting fup* 
pliesy and another Parliament for providing ways and means^ 
and paffing an appropriation bill. But notwithAaiidin^ tl^at . 
no anfwers had yet been given, and that no anfwcr viras 
likely to be given till the next Parliament, when all the 
queftions that had been then propofed muil i^ecel^rily re- 
ceive their anfwers, he would ftate one more queftron. To 
put the cafe hypothetically, . and without faying either that 
Parliament would or would not be diilblved, he would ftate 
it thus : If Parliament were to be diflblved, he would then ■ 
aft. upon what principle of law^ upon what opinion of the 
Conftitutbn, upon what argument, or upon what authority 
would Minifters iflue the money for the fubfiftence of the 
army for the month of .May ? His JLordihip reafoned upon 
this queflion for fome tjroe. 

No anfwer was given, but a fmile ^om tha Chancellor of * 
the Exchequer. 

The report was ijead a fecond time and agreed to. ' \ 

Mr. Huffey then put a queftion relative to the Committee ^ 
on a private bill's being brought fprward, and changed to an 
order for the next (this) day. 

The Speaker ftated to the Houfe that it was contrary to The Spe 
their Order fo to accelerate it ; but faid, they had it i^ their ^* 
power to do it if they thought proper. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the Houfe might a^ The Ch 
as it thought proper, and gentlemen might make what b^^'J^'^Ju, 
fpeeches they chofe, be would not fay a word one way or 
the other. 

The order for the commitment of the bill was difchaiged^ 
and it was committed for this day* 

March 24, 

The King came in perfon to the Houfe of Lords, and . . 
having given his Royal affent, clofed the SeiEbn with a 
Speech from the Throqe, for which vide Lords' Debates. 

The Parliament was then prorogued. 

And next day, the 25th of March, it wa^ di£blyed« 
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Bentick, JLprd Ed. Ch. 


\ 


Retford 


Amcotts^ Wharton 


Sutton, Joh^ 


Newark 


Clinton, Sir Henry 


Smithy Robert 


Noulji^ham 


Coke^ Daniel-Parkeir 

Srudcisifi, 
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For-thc Bill. 




OXM, 


Spencer, Lord Charlet 




Oxford ^ 


Spencer, Lord Robert 


\ 


Univcrfity 


Dolben, Sfr William 




Woodftock 


Eden, Right Hon. William 




Banbury 


North, Lord 


Srudenclly Gcorgc-Brid. 


Rutlandjhire.^ 


t 


Hill, Sir -Richard 


Salop. 




Hill, Noel 


Do. 




Lcighton, Sir Charlton 


Shrew (bury 


_ 


Pultency, William 


Do. 




\ 


• Wenlock 


Bridgeman, Sir Henry 




Do. 


Forrefter, George 




Ludlow 


Clive, Lord 




Do. 


Davies, Sonierfet 




Bridgenorth 


Pigot, Hugh 




Bifhops Caftle 


Clive, William 




Do. 


Strachey^ Henry 




Somerjet/hire. 


, 


S;nith, Samuel, jun. 


Ilchcfter 


Cuft, Peregrine 


Muncailer> Lord 


Milborn Port 




T6vvnfon, John 


Do. 




Tudway, Clement 


Wells 






Bridgewater 


Poulett, Hon. Anne 


Pratt, Hop. John-Jeff. 


Bath 


Moyfey, Abel 


Beaufoy, Henry 


Minehcad 




Hammet, Benjamin 


Taunton 


Halciday, John 




Briflol ' / " V 


Daubeny, George 


Thiftlethwaite, Robert 


Southampiotjhirc. 


Jervols, Jervit-Clarke 




fortfmouth 


Erlkine, Hon. Thomat 




Newport 


St. John, John 




Yarmouth . 


Morant, *£dward 


Arden, Pepper 


Newton 




Barrington, John 


Do. 






Limington 


Burrard, Harry 




Chriftchurch ' 


Frederick, Sir John 


Criffin, Sir John-GrifHn 


Andover / 




Selwyn, William * 


Whitchurch 


Middleton, Yifcount 


•^ 


Petersfield 


Jolliffe, William 




Do. 


Jolliffe, Thomas-Samuel 




Southampton 


Sloane, Hans 




Stafford/hire* 


Lewifham, Yifcount 




Stafford 


Monckton, Hon. Edward 


^ 


Tamworth 


Courtenay, J«hn 


M'Donald, Archrb^ld 


Novcaftle 




Gilbert, Thomai 


Litchfield 


Anfon, George 


fiavtt. Sir John 


SuffJk. 


Bunbury, Sir Th. CW. 


Bltrne, B^rne 


.Dunwich 





Phillipf<in» 



A, 1784. 



6 £ B A T E 5. 



3^3 



Againll the Bill. 




For the Bill* . 




Orford 


Beauchamp, Vifcount 




Do. 


Conway, Hon, R. S. 




Aldeburgh 


Crefpigny, Philip-Champioft 




Do. 


Fonnereau, Martin 


t 


Sudbury 


Marriott, Sir James 


PhiHipfon, Richard 


Eye 






Bury 


Conway, Right Hop. H. S. 




Dp, 


Davers, Sir Charles 


Mawbey, Sir Jofeph 


Surref. 


Clayton, Sir Robert 




Gattan 


Lloyd, Maurice 


Norton, Hon* Edward 


Hailemere 


• 




iBlechJngly 


Kenrick, John 




Do. 


. Nichols^ John 


* 


Guildford 


Onflow, George 


Thornton, ttcnry 


South wark 


Hotham^ Sir Richard] 


Lenox, Lord George 


' SuJJex. 


. 




Horiham 


Olborne, Sir George 


» 


Bramber 


Stanhope, Hon. H.*F. 




Do. 


Gough, Sir Henry 




' Midhurft 


Gideon, Sir Sampfon 


Herbert, Henry Arthur 


Eaft Grinftcad 




Medley, George 


Do. 




Kemp, Thomas 


Lewes 


Pelham, Hon. Henry 


Steele, Thomas 


Chichefter *' 


Wyndham, Hdn. Percy-ChaJ 


Shuckburgh, SirG.A^W, 


Warnmchjhhe. 






Warwick 


Greville, Hon. Chartes 




Do. 


Ladbroke, Robert , 


' 


Coventry 


Sheffield, Lord 




Do. 


Conway, W. S. 


Fleming, Sir Michael Lc 


Wefimoreland* 


r- 


Lowther, James 


Do. 




Pitt, William 


Appleby 






Wtlu. 


Goddard, Ambrofe 


* 


Do. 


Penruddock, Charlef 


Bouverie, Hon. W. H. 


Salifbury 


^ HuiTey, William 




Chjppenham 


Fludyer, George 


Townfend, James 


Calne' 






Cricklade 


St. John, Hon. G. RJ 




Malm (bury 


Calvert, John, jun. * 


Kenyon, Lloyd 


Hindon 


» 


Wraxall, Nathaniel* Will. 


Do. 




Pitt, Thomas 


Old Sarum 




Burton, Francis 


Hey^cfbury 




Gardiner, Sir G. Wh. 


Weftbury 




Eflwick, Samuel 


Do. 


. 




Wooton3affet 


St'. John, Henry 


Selwyn, George Auguftus 


Luggerihall 


{Melbourne, LordYifcount 


Vol. Xin. 


S s 


^ackfoi;! 
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Againft the Bill. 



jAckfoOi Richard 
Bulkeltyy Lord 



Fergufon, Sir Adsim 



Pundasy H^nry 
Dalrymple, Hugh 



' Powntoa 
Do. 

Etveiham 
Do. 

Droitwich 
Worccftcr 

Cinque Forts^ 
Hading 
Do. 

'Sandwich 
Do. 
Dover 
Romney 
Rye 
Do. 

^Anglefea 
Brecon 
Cardiff 

Montgomery thire 
Montgomery -- ' 
Haverfordweft 
iPembrokeihire 
Pembroke 
Radnorihire 
Radnor 

Scotland, 
Aberbrothock, &e« 
Airihire 
Argyll (hire 
Bcrwicklhire 
Crail, &c. 
'Culrofs, Arc. 
Dumbarton, &c« 
Dumfries, &c. 
Edinburghfhire 
Fifelhire 
Haddingtqnfliire 
Invemefsfhire 
Irvine, &c. 
Kinrofsfhire 
Linlithgowihire 
Cromartyfliire 
Orkney and Zet- 1 
landlhire j 

f^erthihire 



For die Bill- 
Con way^ Hon. H. S« 
ShaftOy Robert 
Foley, Hon. Edward 
Roufe, C. W. B. 
Rufhout, Sir John 
Winningtoii, Edward 
Rous, Thomas*Bates 

Ord, John 
Palmerftbn, Vifcount 
Stephens, Philip 
Sutton, Sir Richard 
Henniker, Sir John 
Dering^9 Sir Edward ^ 
Dickenfon, Williain 
Onflow^ Thomat 



Gould, Sir Charles 
Mackworth, Sir Herbert 
Owen^ William 
Keene, Whitihed 
Keniington, Lord 
Owen, Sir Hugh 
Owen, Hugh 
Johnnes, Thonias 
Lewis, Edward 

Drummond, Adam 

Campbell, Lord Frederick 

Scott, Hugh 
Anilruther, John 
Campbell, James 
Crauford, John 
Herries, Sir Robert 

Skene, Robert 

Frazer, Hon. Archibald 
Edmonftbne, Sir Archibald ' 
Graham, George 
Cunyngham, Sir Will. Aug. 
Rofs, George^ 

Dundafs, Charles 

Murmyi Hon. Janxcf 
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ApLinSL tl^e BilU 



Elliot, Ed. J. 
Yenge, Sir George 



Roxburghfhii'e 
Selkirk, &c.. 
Stirlingfliire 
Strantawer, &c. 
Wick, &c. 

Tell ers. 

St. 6ermaiii'f 
Honiton 
Taviftock 
Stafford 



For the Bill. 
Elliot, Sir Gjilbcrt 
Cockburne, Sir Jamet 
Dundas, Sir Th&mas 
Adam, William 
Rofs, Charles 



Fitzpatrick, Right Hon, R« 
Sheridan, R.B. 



(d* The Reports of the Commiflioncrs of Public Accounts, the 
Jkeports of the Committee to inquire into the Abufcs in the Revenue, 
and the Report of the Caft-IndU Diredlors, are printed at the £n4 ] 
Qi the Lords' Debates, 
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The following arc Copies of Mr. Fox tmd Mr. PlTT-5 £4stJndi4 

Bills, ^ 

if Bill for mefilng the Affairs of the East-Int>ia Company in the Hands of 
certain Commissioners, for the Benefit of th^ Pkoprietors ^d the 
Public. • - 

WHEREAS djforders of an alarming nature and magnitude iiave ^ong'prc- 
vailed, and dp dill continue and increafe, in the management of die territorial 
poffcfEons, the revenues, and the commerce of this kingdom in thcE^fe Indies j 
fcy means whereof the profperity of the natives hath been greatly diminiflied, 
and the valuable interefts of this nation in the fajd territorial potfeffions, reve- 
nues, and commerce, have been materially impaired, and would probably fall 
into utter ruin if an immediate and fitting remedy w^re not provided : 

Be it therefore ena£ted by the King's moft excellent M^efty, by an4 ^yith 
the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, ;and the Com-j 
snonS| in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by^ the authority of the fame, 
that «ic government and management of the territorial pqfleifions, revenues^ 
and commerce of the United Company of Merchants or England trading to 
the Eaft Ipdies,by the Diredors ana Proprietors of the faid Company, or either 
of them ; arid all and Angular the powers and authorities of th^ faid Biredors 
and Proprietors, or of any fpecial, or general, or other Court thereof, in the or- 
dering and managing the faid pofTeffions, revenues, and commerce ; and all elec^ 
tions of Dire6lors of the faid United Company, be, and arp hereby declared to 
be, difcontinued, for and durihg the continuance of this a6t ; any charter, ufagc, 
law, or ftatute to the contrary notwithftanding. 

And be it further dna6ted by the authority aforefaid, That for the better go- 
verning, ordering, and managing the faid territorial polIeflSons, revenues, and 
commerce,' the Right Honourable Williaip Earl Fitzwilliam, .the Right Ho- 
nourable Frederick MontagO, the Right Honourable George Legge, cqpimonly 
called Lord Vifcount LewJfliam, the Honourable George AuguSus North, Sic 
Gilbert Eligot, Baronet, Sir Henry Fletcher, Baronet, and Robert Gregory, . 
Efquire, (hall be; and they are hereby couftituted and appointed Directors o{ 
the faid IJnijed Company, and fhall be, and they are hereby conftituted mem^ 
bers of the f^d Company ; and that the faid Diredtors hereby appointed, or any 
three of them, fhall have, ufe, polfefs, andexercife all and Angular the powers 
and authorities which have been at any time heretofore vellea in, or lawfully 
exercifed by, the faid Diredlors hereby difcontinued, or Proprietors, or by the. 
General Courjof Proprietors of the faid United Company, and all fuch farther 
and §ther powers and autjiorities, and under fuch diredlions, and fubjed to fuct 
limitations and reftridlions as in this ai£l, or in any other aft, the provifions 
lyhereof are not hereby altered or repealed, are contained, for the government 
and management of the faid territorial pofleffions, revenues, and commerce of 
file fj^id United Company, or in any wife relative thereto, i 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Directors 

rcby appointed fhall, and they are hereby authorifed and empowered, imm&* 

oiately from and after the commencement of this a6t, to enter into anid upon, 

and to poffefs themfclves of all lands, tenements, houfes, warehoufes, and other 

))uildings whatever, of or belonging /to the faid IJnited Company ; and alfo tp 

■-•■■■ ^ ■ '" ^ ■ ■ . ■ • tak^ 
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take into their cuftody and pofleiHon all books, records, iocuments, cliarters, 
a6b, inftruments, ietters, and other papers whatfoevcr, and alfo all fhips and 
yeflels^ goods, ware?, merchandife^, money, fecurities for money, and all. other, 
cflfedb whatfoever, of or belonging to the &id United Company, in truft- for, 
and for the benefit of, the Proprietors thereof^ and to have, hold, and poflefs.the 
fame, in like manner as they were held and poiTefled by the Direftors hereby 
difcontinued, fubje6t to fuch charge^, claims, and demands as do or may affe« 
the fame ; which Diredtors fo discontinued, and all other officers and lervants 
of the faid United Company, are hereby enjoined, immediately upon the re- 
quifition of the faid Diredors hereby appointed, fignified under their hands 
and feals, or 'the hands and feals of any three of them, to deliver tq them, or 
to fuch perfon or perfons as they fhall for that purpofe appoint, all fuch lands, 
tenements, houfes, warehoufes, buildings, books, records, documents, charters, 
a6ts, inftruments, papers, fhips, vcfTels, goods, wares, and merchandifes, money, 
fecurities for money, and all other effedts whatfoever. 

And for the fole purpofe of ordering and managihg th^ commerce of the 
faid United Company, under and fubje6t to the orders and diredlions of the 
laid Directors hereby appointed, be it farther enafled by the authority^ afore- 
faid,- ^hat Thomas Cheap, Efquire, George Cuming, 5fquirc, Richard Hall, 
3Efquire, John Harrifon, Efquire, Jofeph Sharp, Efquire, John Michie, 
Efquire, John Smith, Efquire, George Tatem, Efquire, and Tables Moffat, 
Efquire, being Proprietors, each of them of two thoufand pounds capital flock 
in the faid United Company, at lea ft, fhall be Afliftant Dire^Stors, for the pi^r- 
pofe laft aforefaid ; and fhall, from time to time, without rcquifition, and alfb 
as often as they fliall be thereunto required, render an account of their pro- 
ceedings to the faid Dire*ftors hereby appointed ; and in all matters and things, 
whatfoever, Ihall purfuc and follow fuch orders and diredtions as they fhall from 
time to time receive from fuch Directors, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid^ That in cafe any va- 
cancy or vacancies fhall happen in the office of the faid Diredtors hereby ap- 
pointed, by death, refignation, rempval, or otherwife, fuch vacancy or vacan- 
cies fhall be filled by His Majefty, under his fign manual, within twenty days 
after notice of fuch vacancy or vacancies "fhall have been given to one oE Iii» 
Majefty -s principal Secretaries of State. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any va- 
cancy or vacancies fliall happen in the office of the faid Affiftant Directors, by 
death, refignation, removal, or otherwife, fuch vacancy or vacancies fhall be 
filled by the majority of the Proprietors of the faid United Company, qualified 
in the manner required by an adt of the thirteenth year, of His prefent Majefty, 
intitlcd, ** An a6t for eftablifhing certain regulations for the better manage- 
ment of the affairs pf the Eaft-India Company, as well in India as in Europe;** 
which Proprietors, at fuch election of any Alfiftant Director, fhall not vote by 
ballot, or in any other covert or concealed manner, but in an open Court, for 
that purpofe only fpccially fuinmoned ; and every fuch Proprietor, in giving his 
or her vote, fhall fubfcribe his or her name in a book to be prepared for that 
purpofe, under the name of the perfon for whom he or fbe fhall vote. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. That if five^of the faid 
Diredors hereby appointed, who fliall be prefent at any meeting, fnall, upon 
enquiry, afid after examination into the condudt and behaviour of the faid Af- 
fiftant DircAorsi fin4 that any of them 13 guilty of neglect or mifdemeanor ia 

• ■ the 
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the execution of his faid office, or.of wilful difobediencc of any order or orders 
of the faid DireSor? hereby appointed, they are h(;reby authorlfed and impow- 
cred to remove and difplace fuch AfliHant Directors ; entering in their journals 
their reafons ifefpedivcly for removing or difplacing fuch AiTiftant Dire^r, 
figned with their refpe£tive names. 

And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That the fjud William 
Earl Fitzwilliam Ihall be, during his cpntinuance as a Dire6tor by virtue of this 
a6^, Chait;man of the Board of Diredlors, and the faid Right Honourable Frc* 
derick Montagu, Deputy Chairman thereof; and if the faid Chairman Ihall 
i\6f refign, or be removed from fuch office of Director, at an^ time during the 
continuance of this a6t, then and in that cafe the faid Deputy Chairman fhall 
fucceed to the office of Chairman of the faid Board of Dire6torsj and if thfe 
feid Deputy Chairman, being become Chairman of the faid Board of Dire<5lors, 
Ihall alio die, refign, or be removed from the faid office of a Diredor, then and 
hi that cafe, and alfo in every other cafe of a vacancy in the office of a Chair- 
man of the faid Board of Dii;e(^ors, the faid Directors hereby, appointed (hall 
chufe and cleft one of themfelves to fupply fuch vacancy; and i£ a vacancy, 
either by fucceffion or otherwife, (hall at any time happen in the faid office of ~ 
Deputy Chairman of the faid Board of Diredors, ellabliflied by this a6t, the 
faid Dire6lors hereby appointed fliall, in like manner, chufe and cleft one of 
themfelves to fupply fuch vacancy. 

And be it further enaftcd by the authority aforefaid. That the faid Chairmaa 
of the faid Board of Direftors, or, in his abfence, the faid Deputy Chairman, 
{hall have power to call orfumnions any extraordinaiy meeting of the faid Di- 
reftors hereby appointed, at fpch time or times as ihe fhall think expedient ; 
and may, at any meeting whatever of fuch Direftors, if he ihall think fit, pro- 
pofe the bufinefs to be firft confidered by fuch Direftors at fuch meeting ; and 
in cafe of an equal divifion of voices on any q^ueflion whatever before the faid 
Board of Direftors, fhall have the cafting voicd : provided always, that ifo- 
thing herein contained Ihall prevent the majority of fuch Dire6U>rs prefent at 
any meeting from adjourning their meetings to fuch time or times as they (hall 
think proper." 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That it fhall not be 
lawful for the faid Direftors hereby appointed, or any of them, upon any 
queftiori whatever, to vote, by ballot, or m any other covert manner ; and that 
in any difference qf opinion, except as to the eleftion to offices of perfons not 
having before been in the fcrvice of the faid United Company, the faid Di- 
reftors (as well the majority as thofe who fhall diiTent) fliall each of them 
enter, on the journals of the faid Direftors, his reafons for his vote, figned 
with his name, or his adherence to the reafons entered by any other Di-* 
reftor. 

And be it fdrther enafted by the authority aforefaid. That no perfbn fur- 
nifliing the faid United Company with fhipping, or with any article of their 
inveilment out\v'ards, either from Great Britain, orfrom fiich ports and places 
as the Company's (hips have occafion to touch at in their way to India^ Or 
with any naval or military (lores, or concerned in buying and felling any 
commodity of the faid United Company's importation, (hall be capable of 
being a Direftor or Affiftant Direftor for the execution of this aft. 

And be it alfo enafted by the authority aforefaid. That no perfon (hall be 
capable of being a Direftor, or Affiftant Diredtorj, for the CKCCUtioa of this aft. 
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sgainft whpm t^c cliargc of any corrupt pra6Hce, peculation, or oppreflion ia 
India, doth or (hall appear tn the records of the laid United Company withia 
the fpacc ot two years teforc the time of his nomination, or fhall be made 
upon oath before the faid Directors hereby appointed within the fpace of two 
years feefore the time of his nomination, until fuch Dirc6tors, or three of 
them, fhall have examined into the fame, and fliall have feverally declared 
that they have examined into the faid charge, and ^o in their confcience be- 
lieve fuch pcrfon not guilty of the faid charge ; pr that they do, upon the faid 
examination, find the faid charge not of fufficient importance to exclude the 
faid perfon from the faid office of Dire6tor or Aflrftant Dire6tor, as the cafe 
may be ; and that they have entered upon their journals their rcafons for 
fuch their opinion. 

And be it further cfta6ted by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon who 
iiath been, now is, or fhall hereafter be, in the fervice of the faid United 
Company in India, fhall be capable of being a Dircdor, or Ailiftant Diredtor^ 
for the execution of this adl, within the fpace of two years from the time of 
his lafl return from India, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Direc-* 
tors hereby appointed fhall, once in every fix months, lay before the Pro- 
prietors of the faid United Company, in a general court to be for that pur- 
pofe affembled, an exadl flate of the debts and credits of the faid United Com- 
pany ; the firft coft and charges of their inveflments, outward and inward ; 
with the fums of money in India applicable to an inveftment, according to 
the lafl accounts i:;eceived ther^form ; an account of the fhipping ; an account 
6f the produce of the fales; and the flate of the warehoufes at home anA 
abroad. ' 

And be it further enabled h^ the authority aforefaid. That the faid Direc- 
tors hereby appointed fhall, within twenty aays af^cr the commencement of 
every feflion of Parliament, lay before the Loi*ds Comraiflioners of his Majefty's 
Treafury (who are hereby authorifed and required, without lofs of time, .to 
lay the lame bfcfore both Houfes of Parliament) an account of the produce of 
the territorial and other revenues of the faid United Company in India; and 
alfo eflimates of the civil, military, and naval eflablifhments there; together 
with a fktc of the bond and other debts due from the faid United Company ia 
India, diflinguifhing what belongs to each of the principal prefidencies and 
iettlenients of the faid United Company in India ; and alfo the flate of the 
trade, laid by the faid DireAors before the faid Proprietors at their then kft 
general court. 

. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Direc- 
tors hereby appointed, or the major part of them, fhall have full power and 
authority to remove^ difplace, fufpend, appoint, confirm, or refi:or6, all ani 
«very perfon or perfons whatfoevcr, from oi" to any office, flation, or capa- - 
city whatfoerer, civil or military, in the fervice of the faid United Company, 
or within the limits of the faid United Companjr's charters, or any of them, 
or any way concerned in the management of their affairs within this kingdom, 
or in India, whether any fuch perfon or perfons fhall have been nominated or 
appointed in and by any a6t or a£ts of Parliament, or howfoevcr otherwife no- 
minated or appointed: except as herein provided and eflablifhed, as to the 
appointment and removal of fuch Directors thcmfelvcs, and of the faid AiSftant 
jpire^rs. 
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And for the more fpeedy and effedual ^puniftiment of oifemfes committed ia 
India, by perfons employed in the fervice of the faid Company, be it ena6tedi 
by the authority aforefaid, That whenever any charge of corruption, pecula-' 
tion, opprelTion, extortion, receipt of prefents, ufury, breach of orders, or other 
<:;rievous offence^ fhall be exhibited or made before tfhe Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, or the Prefident and Council of any of the Prcfidencies 
or fettlcments al)road, of the faid United Company, and tranfmitted from 
thence to the Court of Directors, hereby difcontinued, or .to the (aid Diredors 
hereby appointed, againft any of the faid Governors, Preiidents, or Members 
of the Council, of any of the faid Prcfidencies or fettlements of the faid United 
Company, or others, in any office, flation, or employment, civil or military, 
in the iaid United Company'^ fervice ; or which fhall be exhibited or made by 
any of the native Princes dependent upon, or under the protedlion of the faid 
United Company, againft any fuch perfon or perlbns ; the faid Diredors here*' 
by appointed, fhall, within twenty days after the feme fhall be received, enter 
into an examination of fuch charge; and if, upon, or in confequencc of futh 
cxaminatioi;, fuch Diredors fhall not think proper either to recal .or order a 
profecution againft fuch perfon fo charged, each and every fuch Dire^or, 
making fuch examination as aforefaid into fuch charge, fhall einter in writing, 
and fubfcribe with his name, in the journals of fuch Dire6br5, his opinion 
on the validity and importance of fuch charge, with his fpecific reafons, oft 
the particular cafe, for not recalling the perfon fo charged, or for not order- 

' ing a profecution upon fuch charge. 

And be it further enabled by the authorty aforefaid, That before any pcxfoil 
or perfons whatfoever, who have been, are, or fhall hereafter be, in the fervice of 
the faid United Company, in any office, ftation or employment whatfoever, civil 
or military, in any of the Prcfidencies or fettlements of the faid United Company 
abroad ; and who have been, or are, or fhall be,Jn Great Britain after fuch fervice 
abroad ; and againft whom any charge fhall appear upon any of the Company 
records, of fliall have been made to the faid Court of Dire6tors hereby difcon- 
tinued, or General -Court of Proprietors, or fhall be ftiade or exhibited to the 
faid Directors hereby appointed ; fhall be permitted by the faid Diredors here- 
by appointed to return to any part of India, either in the fanae or in any other 
office, flation or employment, in the fervice of the faid United Company ; and 

' alfp, before the faid Directors hereby appointed fhall confirm the appointment, 
or fuflfer the departure from Great Britain for India, of any perfon or perfons 
who may have been, or fhall be, appointed to arty office, ftation^ or employment 
whatfoever in the fervice of the faid United Company, and againft whom any 
fuch charge fhall appear, or fliall have been made, or fhall be made as afore-^ 
faid ; and alfo before the faid Dire6lors hereby appointed, fhall themfelves ap-:. 
point any perfon, having before been in the fervice of the fjud United Com- 
pany, to any office, ftation, or employment whatfoever, in the faid United 
Company's fervice, and againft whom any fuch charge fhalf appear, or fhall 
have been made, or fliall be made as aforefaid; the faid Dire<S)rs hereby ap- 
pointed fhall, and they are hereby required to make a full and particular exa- 
mination and enquiry into the conduft of every fuch perfon, relative to the 
(aid fervice, and the fubje6l matter of fuch charge; and' ihall- enter on their 
journals their reafons for permitting any fuch perfon to return, or confirming 
the appointment, and permitting the departure, of any ijuch gerfon, or tor 

^ ' themfelvof 
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themfelves iCpp6m\mg any fuch perfon (as the cafe may be) notwithftand- 
ing fuch charge. 

And be it further etiaded by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe of any 
difputes,- differences, or controverfies whatfoever^ which have arifen and are 
depending, or which fliall or may hereafter arife, between the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal ; or between any of the Prefidents of any other , 
of the fettlements of the faid United Company, and their rerpe6live Councils ; 
or between any of the fubordinate Chiefs and their Councils; or between the 
government of one fettlement and the government of any other fettlement ; 
or between any of the Governors or preuding powers of any of the fubordinate 
. fettlements ; the faid Directors hereby appointed fhall, within twenty days af- 
ter the receijpt of any official account of any fuch difpute, difference, or con* 
ti'overfy, enter upon an examination and enquiry into the fame; and 
fhall, within three months thereafter, either come to a definitive decifion there- 
upon, or enter upon their journals their reafons, figned with their refpc6tive 
names, for not coming to fuch definitive decifion. 

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That if at any time 
the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or the Preiident and Council 
of any of the principal or fubordinate fettlements, fhall require the diredion 
or opinion of the faid Direftors hereby appointed, on any matter whatfoever 
for the government of fuch Governor General and Council, or Prefident and 
Council, or for the fettlement or accommodation of any matter in dilpute, or 
' likely to come into difpute, between or among them, or any of them ; the 
faid Dire6lors fhall return an anfwer, opinion, or dire6iion, to fuch requilition, 
within three months after receiving the letter or letters containing the larne^ 
or enter upon their journals their reafons figned, with their rcfpedive names, 
for not fending the lame within the time aforefaid. 

And be it enaded by the authority aforefiaid, That if at any time com- 
plaint fhall be made of any breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or griev-' 
ance, done or committed againfl any native Prince in India, by any of the 
governments of the faid United Company's fettlements, or any otiiecr or other 
perfon, civil or military, in the fervice of the faid United Company ; or if 
any fuch bf each of treaty, injury, wrong, or grievance, fhall (without com- 
plaint being made thereof) appear upon any part of the correfpondence relat- 
ing to the (aid United Company's afmrs ; the faid Directors hereby appointed 
fhall, as fpeedily as may be, enquire into fuch breach of treaty, injury, wrong, 
or grievance ; and fhall begin their examination into the fame, by reading and 
confidering any treaties, agreements, or affurances, fubfifting between the laid 
United Company and fuch native Prince, or any way relative to him, if any 
fuch there fhall be, or any orders which may have been given by the Courc 
of Directors hereby difcontinued, or General Court of Proprietors, relating to 
fuch native Prince; and the faid Directors hereby appointed, fliall do full and 
complete juflice to fuch native Prince for fuch breach of treaty, iujurj'^, wrong, 
or grievance, and on every material article and head of charge (if there be 
more than one) fpecifically, and not upon the whole of fuch charge in grofs. 

And be it further cnaaed by the authority aforefajd. That three, and not 
lefs, of the faid Dire6iors, fhall form a Board for executing ^this ad, 'or any 
of the powers thereof, or any other powers vefted in or committed to, or 
which mall be veiled in 9r committed to, fuch Dire^ors, and the major part, 
i^f the laid Diredtors present fhall determine, except where the roices fliall be 
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equally drVided, and then the Chairman^ or in his abfence, the Deputy Chair- 
man, ihall have two voices, or the cafting^ voice. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That all the corre- 
fpondence of the faid Direv^ors hereby appointed, with all perfonS whatfoever 
in the fe;rvicc of the. faid United Company^ Ihall be iigned by the Secretary of 
fuch Diredlors, by order of the Board-. ^ 

And whereas by virtue of the charter of the faid Company, and the regu- 
lations which have from time to time been made for the better government of 
' the faid Company, it is required, that certain Adts fliould be done or coiifentei 
to, and that certain accounts fhould be Iigned by a particular number of the 
Directors hereby difcontinued, be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, That in all cafes whatfoever, where any aft, matter, or thing is directed 
to be done or confented to, or any accounts or writing to' be figned by the 
Directors hereby difcontinued, or to be done or confented to, or figned by any 
particularnumber of fuch Direftdrs, fuch a6t, matter,,or thing (hall, from and 
^fter the commencement of this aft, be done or confented to, and fuch 
accou'nta or writing fliall be figned by three of the Direftors hereby appoiiited. 

Andv be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That the faid Direftoi's 
hereby appointed, and Affiflant Direftors, and each and every of them, during 
the contmuance of this aftj ihall be utterly incapable of taking, holding, or 
exerciiing any office, ftation, or employment^ whatfoever, in the fervice of the 
iai^ United Company ; and fliall alio De incapable of taking, holding, or ex- 
crcifing any other place of profit from the Crown, during pleafure. , . 

And be it further enafte4, by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and 
may be lawful for his Majefty to remove any of the faid Direftors hereby 
appointed, or affiftant Direftors upon an addrefs of eithcf Houfe'of Parlia- 
ment. • 

And whereas a doubt may ari{e, whether the place of Direftior,' when the 
fame ihall be held by any perfon, to be appointed by His Majefiy, in manner 
herein before provided, be not within the provifion of an'^ft of the fixth.year 
of the reign of Queen Anne, intitled, " An Aft for the fecurity of Her Ma- 
•* jefty*s perfon and government, and of the fuccellion to the Crown of Great 
** Britain in the Proteftant line," although; the faid place ftiall have' been 
created and er^fted by authority of Parliament : be it therefore enafted and 
declared by the authority aforefaid. That fuch office fhall not be deemed and 
taken to be withiti the intent and purvieu of the faid aft; nor iliall any per- 
fon accepting, and hojding the fame, by an appointment from His Majefty, un- 
der his royal iign manual, be thereby difqualified from being eleftcd, or fitting 
and voting as a member of the Houfe of Commons. 

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid; That there fhall .be 
allowed and paid tor and to each of the Alfiflant Direftors, for fo long time a» 
he iliall continue in the office, a clear vearly falary of five hundred pounds, 
payable by half yearly payments ; and that the refpeftive payments of the 
f^id falarics fhjiU be ftated. and allowed in the account of the difburfements 
for the nianagetnent of the affairs of the faid United Eafl-Jndia Company, 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, ThaJ: this aft and 
all the provifions herein contained, ihall commence and take cfFeft ■ from 
and immediately after this aft iliall have received His Majeily's royal aiTent, 
and' ihall continue, and be In full force for and durinj^ the fpace of four years. 
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^1/ Bill for.ih^ letter Government of the Territorial PoJpJJionx and 
Dependencies in India. 

WHEREAS great diforders have prevailed 111 the government of the 
Briti{)i territorial poiMions, and dep6ndencies thereof in India ; and the laws 
and lawful authority of this kingdom have not been duly obeyed by 
divers of the fervants of the United Company of merchants trading to the 
Eaft Indies: 
" For remedy whereof in future, be it declared and enabled, and it is hereby 
declared apd enafted, by the King's mod excellent Majefty, by and with • 
the. advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this prefcnt Parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that 
there is not^ nor hath been, any privilege, authority, power,' pre-eminence, 
or, jurifdidion granted,^ or meant or mtendcd to be granted, in and by an a6t 
pf the thirteenth year 'of the reign of JI's prefcnt Majefly, ,intitled, '* An 
acl for eftablifhing certain regulations for the better management of the affairs 
of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe," or in and by 
any other z.^ or afb whatfoever, or in or by any law or ufage whatfoever, 
for the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or either or any of them, 
colle6lively or individually, or any other perfon whatfoever in the fervice of 
the faid United Company, which doth or iliall in any manner exempt him or 
them, in the exercife of any powers or authorities whatfoever, from a flridl 
and faithful obedience to the orders and dire(flions which have been iilljed to or 
for them, from the late or any other Court of Directors, or which fhall or 
may be iflued to or for them by the CbmmilTloncrs named and appointed in 
an a£l of this feflion of Parliament, to manage and 2:ovcrn the aftairs 6f the 
laid United Company, inftcad of the faid Court of Direftors and General- Court 
of Proprietors, or fuch other Commiirioners as fhall or may be lawfully ap- 
ppinted for exercifing the powers given them in and by the, faid a6l. ^ 

And be it further declared and -enacted. That all general or ipecial orders 
of the Court of Diredors of the faid United Company, for th* regulation of 
the conduft of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or of any 
otlier Prefident ' an4 Council, or of any other perfon or perfons, in any 
other flation, office, employment, or capacity whatfoever, in the fervice of 
the faid United Company, fhall be, and are hereby declared to be, rules by 
which the perfons herein before defcribcd fhall be governed and direded, until 
notice fhall be given by the faid Commillioners, of any alteration, revoca- 
tion, or repeal of them'', or any , of them. 

And whereas pretences have been ufcd to evade the falutary reg'ulations of 
the faid a6l of the thirteenth year of his Majefty's reign, relative to rules, 
ordinances, and regulations, as if the provi lions contained in the faid ad, 
relative thereto, were confined to certain forts and fadories ; whereby a power 
fubjedlto no control has been exercifed throughout the provbces ot Bengal, 
Bahar, and OrifFa; be it therefbre declared and enacSted, That all rules, or- 
dinances, a«d regulations, which by the faid a6t it is made lawful for the Go- 
vernoj: General and Council of Fort William to ifTue, for the good order and 
civil government of the faid fettlement, under certain reftri6tions and pro- ' 
iriiions in the faid adt contained,, were not, nor are meant or intended to be, 
" Tta * con* 
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confined only to fuch rules, ordinances, and regulations, as are made or ilTued 
for the government of, or relative to forts and factories, or other fubordinate 
places in the faid fettlement only ; but fhall, and all fuch reftridions and pro- 
vifions are hereby expreflly declared to extend, without any exception or lir 
mitation whatfoever, to all rules, ordinances, and regulations, as are made or 
ifTued for the "government of or relative to^orts and fedories, or other fubor- 
dinate places, in the faid fettlement only ; but fhall, and all fi^ch reftridtions 
and provifions are hereby expreflly declared to extend, without any excep-s 
tion or limitation whatfoever, to all rules, ordinances, and regulations, made 
and^ifTued by the faid Governor General and Council of Fort William, in 
. whatever place, or wherefoever, or over whatfoever clafs or defcription of 
perfons, the fame are to operate. 

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That any fuch rule, 
ordinance, or regulations, fhall not only be duly regiftered and publrfhed 
in the Supreme Court of Judicature, but an account or abflra6t of the true 
cffe6l and fub fiance thereof, and of every claufe and provifion there- 
of, in the -Perfian and Hindoflan languages, fliall be regiflered and publifhed, 
and affixed up in fome commodious and confpicuous place, in each and every 
provincial Court within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa^ or within 
the territory to which it relates. 

' And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no delegat^n whatfb-, 
ever of the powers of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or of 
any Prefident and Council of any other of the faid fettlemehts, fhall be made 
or given to the faid Governor General or Prefiiient, or any other perfon or 
perfons whatfoever ; and in cafe the faid Governor General, or any Member 
pf the Council of Bengal, or any Prefident or Member of the Council of any 
other of the fkid fettlements, or any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, fliall 
be employed in the execution of any fpecial commiffion, the proceedings there- - 
upon fhall not be finally approved, and confirmed until a full report of the 
fame fhall be made to the faid Governor General and Council, or Pefident 
and Council, refpedively ; and the perfon or perfons fd employed fliall, upon 
the requilitiort of the Governor General or Prefident, or afay Member of the 
faid Council^ deliver into Council his documents or vouchers in fupport of 
any particular fa6t or fa6ts alledged by him tq have happened in the execution 
of fuch commiffion, and in fupport of which documents or vouchers might 
have been had. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. That all correfpon- 
dence' and communication whatfoever, of^ or by any rcfident, agent, or 
other perfon employed at the Court of any native Prince or State, or of or 
by any fuch native Prince or State, or any agent or minifter of fuch na- 
tive Prince or State, or of or by any Chief^and Council of any f adtory or 
fubordinate fettlement, or any of them, or of or by any collector of revenue, 
fhall be addreffed to the Governor General and Council, or Prefident and 
Council, refpedtively ; and all correfpondence and communication whatfoever 
of or by any fuch perfon or perfoiw, whether addreffed to the faid Gover- 
nor General or his Secretary, or to any Member of the Council or 
his Secretary, fhall be laid before the Council, after the fame fhall be 
received. , ' .' 

And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid. That the Governor General 
of Bengal, and the Prefident of any other of the faid principal fettlements in 

India^ 
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India, may by his own authority, adjourn or pcKVponc the cotificEeration of 
any queflion whajfoever, in the refpe<ftive Councils in which they pcfidc, foi* 
the fpace of and no longer: Provided always, That ftfch Governor 

General or Prefident fhall not have power to adjourn pr poftpone the fame 
queftion more than ' ^ ^ 

And be it enat^ed by the authority aforefaid, That neither the Gcvernor 
General and Council of Bengal, nor Prefident and Council of any othc^ of 
the faid United Company's Prefidcncies or fettlements in India, fhall have ' 
power to cede to, or exchange with, any native Prince or State whatfocver, 
any territory, which was in the pofleffion of the faid United Company, or of 
any of its dependent Princes or States, in or immediately before the year 
nor fhall make or accept any acquilition whatfoever, whereby the ter- 
ritory of the faid United Company fhall be increafed or extended, without or- 
ders or direAions expreffly for that purpofe, tranfmitted by the faid Commif- 
fioners appointed in and by ^n a6l of this prefent feffion of Parliament, for ma- 
naging the affairs of the faid United Company. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall not be lawful 
for the faid Governor General and Coun<iil of Bengal to invade, or enter with 
any armed force, or in any hoflileor ofFenfive manner, into the territory of any 
native, independent Prince or State in India, except upon intelligence, the 
credibility and importance of which fhall be allowed by a majority in Coun- 
cil, and fo declared to be, in minutes fubfcribed by each Member compoiing^ 
iuch majority, upon the records of the faid Council, that fuch Prince or State 
is about to attack and make war upon, or actually making preparations to at- 
tack and make war upon the territories of the faid United Company, or of 
fome of the Princes or States dependent thereupon. 

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That neither the faid . 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, nor the Prefident and Council of 
any other of the faid Prefidencies or fettlements, fhali have power to make 
any offenfive alliance whatfoever, for the purpofe of dividing or fharing any 
country or territory whatfoever, between or with the faid United Company and 
any native Prince or State in India, without the exprefs orders and diredtions^ 
for that purpofe of the Commillioners aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted by thfe authority aforefaid. That the faid Gover- 
nor General and Council of Bengal, or any Prefident and Council of any 
bthoi* of the faid Prdidencies or fettlements, fhall not make or enter into any 
treaty or agreement whatfoever, to hire out to any native Prince or State in 
India, any part of the Britifh or native troops ferving in India underlie 
orders of the faid United Company t nor fhall make or enter into any new 
treaty or agreement whatfoever, to or for the keeping up of any body of fuch 
troops in any of the countries or territories of any of the independent Prince^ 
or States in India. 

Apd be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That the faid Governor 
General and Council of Bengal or any other of the Prefidents or Councils o£the 
faid Prefidencies or fettlements in India, fhall not appoint to, or employ in 
any office, place, or llation whatfoever, any perfon whatfoever, native or 
Bntifhy who hath been or ftiall be removed from any office, flation, or place 
whatfoever, for any mifdemeanour or other oflence, without authority for 
that puipofe firfl: had and obtained from the faid Commiffioners. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That it fhall not be 
Uwful for the faid Governor General and Council of Bengal, or any Prefi- 
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dent and Council of any other of the faid Prefidencies or fettlements in India^ 
or any CoHedor of Revenue, or Chief or other Member of any provincial 
or fubordinate fettlement in India, to let or rent any farm of land, or other ^ 
thing whatfoever, to any Banian, native fleward, or other native , fervant 
' whatfoever, of ajiy Governor General, Prclident, or Member of any Coun- 
cil, Colledlor of Revenue, or of any Officer in the Army,» or of any Judge 
in the Supreme Court, or of any civil fervant of the (iiid United Companj'^ ; 
and all contracts and agreements made contrary to this acV, with any fuch Bz* 
nian, native fteward, or native fervant, for the purpofe of letting or renting 
any farm of land, or of other thing whatfoever, mall be deemed and taken to 
be for the account of the principal, or perfon in whofe fervice foch Banian, 
native fteward, or native fervant is ; and fuch Banian, native fleward, or na- 
> tive fervant, fliall account to the faid United Company for the • profits made 
by fuch farm of land or other thing, ; which profits fliall and may be recovered 
from fuch principal, or perfon in whofe fervice fuch Banian, native fle\vard, 
or native fervant was, at the time when fuch contract or agreement was made 
jor entered into. , • 

- ■ And be it further cna6led by' the authority aforefaid. That from and after 

all monopolies, rights of pre-emption, or pieferences, by any - 
authority, or upon any pretence whatfoever, of any commodities or, goods 
in any ^f the faid United Company's fettlements in India, fliall be, and are 
hereby declared to be contrary to law, and void. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. That no debt or ba- 
lance exceeding in confeqiience.of any advance to be made for the 
.making of any manufacture, or for the purchafe of materials, by any perfon 
'^making the fame, or to any hufbandmen or adual cultivator of land, for any 
raw commodity, fliall be recoverable in any Court, 6r by any a£tion or fuit 
at'law, or by any compulfory or other procefs or means whatfoever, after the 
fpace of from the time of making the faid advances : And that it fliall 
not be lawful to imprifon in any common prifon, or in any private houfe or 
©ut-houfc, any perfon whatfoever, for or by reafon of any fuch advances, 
within the faid fpace of or at any time afterwards. 

And whereas in and by the faid a6t of the thirteenth .year of the reign of 
His prefent Majeft;^, it is enadted, That every prefent, gift, gratuity, donation, 
or reward, accepted, tak^n, or received, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the faid adl, fliall be deemed and conflrued to have been received and 
taken to and for the fole ufe of the faid United Company. And whereas 
the faid provifion hath been attended with inconvenience, inafmuch as it 
has been pretended that the fervants of the Company have liberty to take and 
receive prefents, accounting to the faid United Company for the fame : Be it 
therefore enabled by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch prefent, gift» 
gratuity, donation, or reward, accepted, taken, or received, if the fam€ fliall 
not be corruptly givea to obtain any place or other object, to which the 
perfon giving the fame fliall not be entitled, fliall be returned or re-delivered 
to the perfon giving the fame, or his reprefentatives, according to the cuftom 
of the country J and fuch perfon, or his reprefentatives, fliall and may reco- 
ver the fame by any fuit, adion, or bill, or other mode of proceeding what- 
foever in ufe in the place where fuch gift, gratuity, donation, or reward, 
Ihall be accepted, taken, or received, brought at any time againft the p^rfoh 
to whom the fame was given, or his reprefentatives i and if the f^nae was 
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cbrruptly given to obtain any place, or other objeift, in or any way relating 
to the (kid Unitea Comj5any's fervice, then and in that cafe the perfon giving- 
fhall not be entitled to recover the' fame, but the fame fhall be to and for the 
fole ufe of the fald United Company, as heretofore. . ^ 

And whereas it may happen, that neither the perfon giving fueh prefent, 
j,ift, gratuity, donation, or reward, nor the faid United Company, may fue 
br the fame ; Be it therefore enaded, that in' cafe the perfon giving the 
iaiAe, or the faid United Company, fhalf not fue for the fame within 
months, then the fame fhall and may be fued for, and recovered, in manner 
aforefaid, by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to and for his and their fole 
ufe and benefit*. 

And be it further ena6ted by the authority aforefaid. That if any perfon, 
from and after fhall, contrary to the faid ad of the thirteenth year of 

the reign of His prefent Majefly, accept, receive, or take, diredly or indired- 
ly, by himfelf, or any other perfon or perfons on his behalf, or for. his ufe 
or benefit, of and from any of the Indian Printes or powers, or their mini* 
flers or agents, or any of the natives of Alirfj any prefent, gift, donation, gra- 
tuity, or reward, pecuniary or otherways, upon any account, or on any pre- 
tence whatfoever, or any promife or engagement for any prefent, gift, dona- 
tion, gratuity or reward, and fhall be therefore legally convidted. in the Su- 
preme Court at Calcutta, or in the Mayor's Court in any other o^ the faid 
United Company's fettlements, or in ^ny Court of competent jurifdidtion to 
try iuch^offence in this kingdom, fuch perfon fhall thereupon. 

And whereas fome of the fervants of the faid United Company, ,have raifed 
the rents paid by landholders to the faid United Company, ana have farmed 
out the lands at new rents, by means of which pradices feveral ancient fami- 
lies, have been difpoffefFed of lands long in their occupation, and have been 
reduced to indigence and diflrefs. For remedy whereof, be it cnaded and 
declared by ^he, authority aforefaid, and it is hereby enaded and declared. That 
all lands and tenements within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa, 
or in any territories in which the receipt and' management of the revenues is 
or fhall be under the immediate adminiflration of the faid United Company, 
or their fervants or agents, not in the adual occupation of the faid United 
Company, of by them leafed or farmed out, in or immediately" .before the^ 
year ' fhall be deemed and taken to be the eflate and inheritance of the 

native landholders and families who then had and held the fame, unlefs dif- 
poffeffed by judgement of fome competent Court, for fome crimen or- mifdc- 
meanour, or non-payment of their rent, and fhall be from henceforward en- 
joyed by them, and their heirs and defendants, according to the cuflom of 
the country of or relating to the fame, or where the fame is had and 
held, without any moleflation, interruption, or diflurbance whatfoever, of 
or by the faid United Company, their Governors, Council, Miniflers or 
fervants. 

Provided always. That nothing herein contained fhalV be conflrued to de- 
prive the faid United Company of the rent or tribute which fhall be due or 
payable to them From fuch native landholders, their families or defcendants, 
for or on account of any fuchlaiid ; or to prevent the faid United Company 
from having or taking any means according to the laws an^ ufagfes of the faid 
countries, for recovering and obtgining payment of fuch rent or tribute. 
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And, for quieting tliie minds of the faid native Prince^, and preventing the 
corrupt pra<^ces which may arife from arbitrary alterations of rent or tribute ; 
be it enacted by the authority aforefaid. That the rent, tribute, fervice, or 
payment, paid or agreed to be paid by the faid native landholders, in the 
provinces or iterfitories aforefaid^ to the faid United Company, in or imme- 
' Siately be^re the year fhall remain and he, and be deemed and taken 

'to be, the 'fixed ar^d permanent rent, tribute, payment, or fervice, which 
fhall be payable to the faid United Company by the laid native landholders^ 
their families, heirs, and defcendan^s ; and that it fliall not be lawful for the 
Qovernor General and Cpuncil of Bengal, or the GoverncM:,and Council of 
any other principal fettlement, or the Chief and Council of anv fubordinate 
fettlement, oi* any other fervant o|: agent of the faid United Company, to 
alter fuch rent, tribujte, fervice, or payment, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
or to exa<^ from or impofe upon any fuch native landholder, his farpily, heirs, 
or defcendants, any farther or greater rent, tribute, fervice, or payment, or 
9ny other charge than is herein provided. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may 
' be lawful for the Governor General and Council of Bengal to reftore, and 
they are hereby authorifed and required to reflore to every native landholder, 
his heirs o;* deurendants, according to the ufage of dhe country, who fhall have 
been removed or difpoffelTed of his land or territory, the actual pofTeffion 
thereof, upon the rent, tribute, fervice, or payment herein before povided, 
if fuch native landholder fhall be willing or defirous to repolTefs his land or 
territory; fubjecSt, neverthelefs, to fuch farm or leafes thereof as fhall or may 
have been made before the and fliall be flill exifling ; and if 

fuch native landholder, fhall have quitted, or teen difpofleffed of his land 
or territory, for or upon condition of rec^ving any penfion or appointment, 
in lieu ^hereof, and fhall prefer fuch penfion or appointment, the fame fhall, 
on no account, or uppu no pretence, be difcontinued, withheld, diminifhed, 
or taken away, but fhall be regularly paid to fuch native landholder, his 
family, heirs, or defcendants, according as the land or territory was held* 
and to the terms and flipulation^ made with fuch native landholder, 

^d be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all native 
Princes and States in India, who having the management of their own rere* 
Dues, are engaged, by treaty or otherwife, to furnifh or keep up a body of 
troops for the £fence pi* fervice of the faid United Company, or to pay any 
tribute or fum of money in lieu thereof, or to keep up or pay any body of 
JlngUfh troops, or to pay any tribute or fum of money in lieu thereof, or who 
pay any tribute or fum of money for the prote(^n of the faid Ignited Com» 
pany, arc under the protection of His Majefty, and fliall not be difhxrbed 
or molefled by any of the fervants of the faid United Company in the 
enjoyment of their rights according to the laws and ufage of the country. 

And whereas fome of the fervants of the faid United Company have here- 
tofore committed unwarrantable ads in and relative to the territories and re- 
venues of the native Princes and States under the faid United Company's pro- 
tedtion; Be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. That all and every 
of the fervants of the faid United Ccnnpany, civil and military, fhall be, 
and are hereby declared to be amenable to the .faid Commiflioners appointed 
to manage the afiairs of the faid United Company, and in and to all Courts of 

Juftice, 
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Juftice, (both m India and in Great Britain) of competent jurifdi^ibn to try 
offences committed in India, for all afts, injuries, wrongs, oppreffions, tref- 
pafles, mifdemeanors, crimes^ and offences whatfoever, hy them or any of 
them done or committed in any of the lands or territories of fuch prote6ted 
native PrinCes or States, or againft their pcrfons or properties, or the perfons 
, or properties of any of their lubje6ts or people ; whether the fame were com* 
mitted under pretence of the order of any native protected Prince, or other- 
wife howfoever, in the manner as if the fame had b^en done or committed 
within the territories diredly fiibje6t to a|id under the Britifh govemm<|nt in 
India, 

And be it further enafted by the authority afbrefaid, That no civih or mili- 
tary fervant in the faid United Company's wrvice, or perfon in the fervice of 
His Majefty, fhall^ by liimfelf or any agent for him, take upon himfelf to 
colled or farm, or be any way concerned^ diredly or indirectly, in colleding 
of farming of any of the revenues of fuch proteaed native Princes or States. ' 

And be it further cna6ted by the authonty aforcfaid. That if afiy officer, 
civil or ipilitar}^, of the faid' United Company, fliall invade or make war 
upon or enter with an armed force, in a hoftile or ofFenfive manner, any of 
the territories of the native Princes or States in India, net under the protec- 
tion of riis Majefty and the faid United Company, without exprefs orders in 
writing from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, fuch perfon, 
upon convidion thereof in the Supreme Court of Calcutta, or in any 
Mayor'^ Court, iu any other of the faid principal fettlements,' or in the 
Court of King's Bench, or in any other Court which ihall have jurifdidion 
to try offences committed in India, fhall be 

And be it furthei* enaded by the authority aforefaid. That none of the 
f^d protected native Princes or States Ihall have any other native Prince or 
State dependent upon him or them, any farther or otherwife than as fcrch 
other native Prince or State fhall have ftood bound or engaged to fuch pro- 
teded native Prince or State or on before the year for the payment of 

any fum or fums of -ftioney, rent, or tribute, or for furnilhing or lupplying 
fome definite quota of troops, wjjich troops (hall not be required or called for 
without the orders of the Governor General and Council of/ Bengal, of Pre- 
li^ent and Council of fome other principal fettlement. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That the fucceffion of 
the faid protefted native trinces fhall be diredted and difpofed of according to 
the laws of the country^ or to fuch treaties as fhall have or contain any fbpu*. 
lation concerning the fame ; and that fuch fucceffion fhall pot be altered or 
difpofed of by will, or in any other manner, contrary to the laws qf the 
country, and the faith of fuch treaties. - / 

And be it further ena6ted by the authority aforefaid. That fuch protedted 
native Princes or States Ihall not be permitted to rent or take, or have any 
farm or leafe of any lands whatfoever, of or from the faid United Company. 

And be it further ena^ed by the authority aforefaid. That no fuch pro- 
tedtcd native Prince fhall be peniiitted to refide for more than 
in any of the faid United Company's fcttlements, unlefs, being ^;rpelled 
from or driven out of his dominions, he fhall take refuge in the faid United 
Company's territories. 

And be it cna(5ted by the authority aforefaid. That from and after 
it fhall not be lawfuhfbr any fervant, civil or military, ' 
of ^thc faid United Company, to have or be engaged in the borrowing' oj 

Vol, XIII Uu Icndb^ 
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lending of any money, or in any money tranfa6Hpn whatfocver, or in the 
jFarming of any lands or revenues, or in the buying or felling of any goods 
or commodities whatfoever, or in any other tranfadion of commerce or bufi- 
nefs vvhatfover, with any fuch protefted or other native Prince or State ; and 
all fuch tranfadions, and all contracts and engagements of or relating to the 
fame, ai*e hereby declared ^and any perfon or perfons guilty of 

any fuch offence, and thereof convi6ted. in the manner herein before laft 
mentioned, fhall be — . i . 

And be it' further ^naftcd by the authority aforefaid. That it (hall not be 
lawful for the faid protected native Princes or States to remove or difpoffefs 
any Zemindar, or other native Prince, or landholder, nor to increafe his 
rent or tribute beyond that which was paid by fuch Zemindar or native Prince 
in the year ^ nor to farm any land at any higher or greater rent or tri- 
bute than the fame was farmed at or for in the faid year nor to re- 
fume any Jaghire granted at any time before the year 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That all Zemindars, 
and native P^rinces and States^ who fhall have been difpofFefTed of their lands 
and territories by , ' . at any time fincc fhall be re- 

ilored to the poficffion and enjoyment of the fame. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the Nabob of 
Arcot, thie Rajah of Tanjore, or any other protedted native Prince in India, 
fhall not affign, mortgage, or pledge any territory, or land whatfoever, os 
the produce or revenue thereof, to any Britifh fubje6t whatfoever ; neither 
fhall it be lawful for any Britifh fubjed whatfoever to take or receive any fuch 
affigmnent, mortgage, or pledge ; and the fame are hereby declared 

and all payjnents or deliveries of produce or revenue, under any fuch 
aflignment, fliall and may be recovered back by fuch native Prince paying or 
delivering the fame, fi;om the perfon or perfons receiving the fame, or his or 
their reprefentatives, ' ^^ 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall nbt be lawful 
for any Britifh fubjeft whatfoever to have, receive, or take any payment of 
money, produce, revenue, goods, commoddtie^, or effe6b, whatfoever, of or 
from any fuch native protefted Prince, or any agent or fervant thereof, for or 
ton account, of any debt now due, or claimed to be due, from fuch, proteded 
native Prince, except fuch debts as were confolitated in th^ year and 

» allowed by the Court of Dire6tors, and by them ordered to be, recovered, 
without proof firfl made, to the fatisfa6iion*of the faid Commifiioners, or 
' fuch perfon or perfons, as they fhall appoint, that fuch debt was fairly and 
hona ^fi4lexontT2icied for money lent, or goods fold and delivered, or in fome 
open and avowed courfe of trade and commerce, and not as, or for, a reward for 
, any fervice done or performed, or intended to be done or performed, by any 
fuch Britifh fubjed, to or for any fuch protefted native Prince, or for any 
other matter forbidden or prohibited to be made or done by any law or laws 
now In force, or hereafter to be in force, or by any order oar orders of the faid 
United Company, or any order or orders to be made by the faid Commif- 
fioners appointed to manage the affairs thereof j and an entry, with the na- 
ture and particulars of the claim, and of the evidence in fupport thereof, 
fhall be made in the journal of the faid Commiffionerai or in the minutes of 
fuch perfon or perfons as they fhall for thofe purpofes appoint, with the opi- 
nion of the faid Commhiioners, or fuch perfon or perfons, thereon. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That all difputes and 
4i&rences whatfoever^ now adually fub&ffiug between the Nabob of Arcot 

and 
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and the Rajah of Tanjore, fhall be examined and coniidcrcd, as foon as may 
be, by the faid Commiffioners appointed to manage the affairs of the faid 
United Company ; who fhall, and they are hereby required, as foon as they 
ftiall have fufficiently examined and confidered the fame, to fend and tranf* 
mit fuch orders as (hall appear to them i^eft calculated for the quiet and final 
adjuflment and termination of fuch difputes and differences, according to the 
principles ot\ and the terms and flipulations contained in, the treaty of one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-two, between the faid Nabob of Arcot and 
the Rajah of Tanjore, and to the orders and inflrudHons of the Court of 
Directors given to George Lord Pigot, late Governor of Fort Saint George^ 
and to the arrangements made relative to fuch difpute and differences by the 
faid George Lord Pigot, > 

And be it further enaded, That the faid Commiffioners fhall, and they are 
hereby direfted and required to fend and tranfmit to the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, or the Prefident and Council of 'Fort Saint George, or to 
or by fuch other perfon or perfons as they fhall for that purpofe fpecjally 
nominate and appoint, full and explicit orders and dircdions, not ^nly'to' 
fettle and terminate the faid differences and difputes, but alfo to take into con- 
fideration and examine the prefent flate of the affai^s, revenues, aiid debts of 
the faid Nabob of Arcot, and of the Rajah of Tanjore ; dind to enquire into 
and afcertaiii the origin, nature, and amount, of all claims whatfoever on 
them by, Britifh fubje<^s ; and immediately to make a full report thereupon 
to the faid Commiffioners ; and to adopt,? propofe, or fuggeu fuch ways or 
means for the liquidation and fettlement of fuch debts as fhall appear to be 
well founded and contracted 6ona fide (and not by any illicit dealihg, or in 
confequence of any breach or djfobedience of the faid United Company*s or- 
ders) and for the payment and difcharge thereof, by fuch inftallmenfs, and 
at. fuch times, and in fuch manner, as fhall be confiftent with juflice to the 
creditors of the faid Nabob and Rajah, and to the fervice of the faid United 
Company, and as fhall occafion the leaft difficulty and inconvenience to the 
faid Nabob and Rajah ; and, as fpeedily as may be, to make a fujl report of 
all their proceedings touching the faid matters to the faid Commiffioners. 

And be it further ena6led by the authority aforefaid, That all Polygars, 
which fhall or may have been difpoffeffed or driven out of their lands or ter- 
ritories at any time fmce the year fhall be reflored to the pofleflion of 
the fame, and hold the fame at and for the fame, and no greater, rent or tri- 
bute as fuch Poly gars paid, ot were liable to pay, on or immediately be- 
fore I 

And whereas it is enacted in and by the aft of the thirteenth year 6f the 
reign of His prefent Majefly, That the faid Governor General and Council, 
or the major part of them, fhall have power of fuperintendinc^ and control- 
ing the government and management of the Prefidencies of Macu-as, Bombay, 
and Bencoolen, refpe6tively, fo far as that it fhall not be lawful for any Prefident 
and Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen for the time being, to make any 
orders for commencing hofWities, or declaring or making war, againft any Indian 
Princes or powers, or for negociating or concluding any treaty of peace, or other 
treaty, with any fuch Indian Princes or powers, without the confentand approba- 
tion of the faid Governor General and Council firfl had and obtained (except 
in the cafes of imminent neceffity, and of fpecial orders from the faid United 
Company) with power to the faid Governqr General and Council to fufpend 
any Prefident and Council offending in any of the cafes aforefaid: And 
whereas great difputes have at different times arifen receding the extent of 

U u a r <s^ 
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the faid coiitroling power given to tKe faid Govern^ General and Council, 
to the embarraiTment and injury of the faid United Company's fervice ; For 
remedy whereof, be it enacted and declared, That the faid power given to the 
Governor General and Council of Fort William, of fuperintending and con- 
troling the government .and management of the Pirefidencies of Madras, Bom** 
bay, and Bcncoolen, refpedively, doth and (hall extend to all ncgociations 
and cafes whatfocver, which,^ though they fhall not in themfelves be the 
commencement, or orders for the commencement, of hoflilities, or the de- 
claring or making war againft any Ipdian Princes or powers, fhall neverthe-, 
lefs be of any unwarrantable nature or tendency againft fuch Indian Princes 
or powers, or fhall be of a nature and tendency to create diffatisfa6Hon and 
alarm among any of them, and confequently provoke to bring on and occa-f 
Jion hofHlities and war, without directly importing or leading to the fame : 
and in . all fuch bafes, the faid Governor General and Council fhall have 
all the powers of fufpending, given them in and by the faid a6l of the thir-. 
teenth year of the reign of His prefent Majefly ; and fhall enter on their 
minutes of, confultation at large, the whole nature of the cafe in which, and 
the reafon's for which, they exercife the faid powers, and fhall tranfmit the 
fame by the firfl opportunity, to the faid Commiffioners appointed for the 
management of the affairs of the faid United Company : and if the cafe in 
which the faid fuperintending^ controling, and fufpendmg powers, or any of 
them, ate exercifed, be fuch as creates a reafonable doubt whether the faid 
powers apply to it, the Governments and Prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and 
Bencoolen, are nevertheless hereby required to fubmit and yield obedience toi 
the a6ls of the faid Governor General ind Council, and to lay the cafe be-, 
fore the faid Commiffioners, for the determination thereof. 

And be it further ena6ted by the authority aforefaid. That it fhall and 
may be - lawful to and for the Government and Prefidency of Bombay, 
whenever and as often ' as any war againft the faid United Company, their 
pofTeilions or dependencies, fliall be adually commenced, or the. ' danger 
thereof is impending and imminent, in the North-weft and Weftern coafls 
of India, or in the territories adjoining thereto, ^.nd in the neighbourhood 
thereof, or in any part of the territories of the States of the Marattas, to 
make and conclude afly treaty or terms of peace, truce, or cefTation of arms,' 
with any of fuch Indian Princes or States adkually at war, or about to make 
war, or for the amity, aiMance, or alliance of any other Indian Prince or 
States, the better to defend the pofTeffions of the faid United Company 
againft fuch war commenced or impending : Provided always. That the 
faid Government and Prefidency of Bombay do and fhall infert, or caufe to 
be inferted, in all and every fuch treaty herein before mentioned, a claufe or. 
provifion that the fai^fie fhall be null and void, unlefs it fhall be approved 
and ratified (within a certain reafonable time thereih to be named) by the 
Governor General and Council of Fort William ; and the faid Government 
and Prefidency fliall, and they are hereby required to enter on their minutes 
of confultation, at full length, the occanon of and neceffity for fuch proceed- 
ings, with the reafons upon which they have a6ted, and the documents or 
vouchers (if any there fhall be) for the fa^ts alledged ; and fhall tranfmit the 
fume from time to time, as they fliall arife or happen, and all propofitions re* 
lative to the fame, as they fliall be made, to the faid Ggvernor General and 
Council of Fort William, and to the faid Commiffioners appointed to ma- 
narge the affaiia of the faid United Company, refpedtivelyj "and fhall obey 

and 
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and follow, trnder the pain of fufpeniion, all fuch orders and directions there- 
irpon as they fhall receive from the faid Governor General of Fort William, 
until the fame fliall be altered or corrected by the faid Commiffioners, 

And be it further ehacfted by the authority aforefaid, That the Govern- 
ment and Prefidency of Madras fliall have the like powers and sruthorities, 
under the fame limitations and rellridions, in cafe of war againft the faid 
United Company, their poffeftlons or dependencies, actually commenced, or 
the danger thereof impending and imminent, on the coaft of Coromandel, 
from to on the coaft of Malabar, or in the territories 

adjoining thereto, and in the neighbourhood thereof. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That no Gdvernor 
General, Governor, or Prefident, member of council, or other officer, civil 
or military, in the fcrvice of the faid United Company in India, (whether 
fuch perfon fhall be actually \n the execution of his office in India, or fliall 
be abfent therefrom in Great Britain, or in any other place) or any agent, 
in Great Britain or India, of any prote£led or other na'tive Prince in India, 
fhall be capable of^ being a member of, or of fitting and voting in the Houfe 
of Commons J Provided, That every fuch perfon^ aiftually a member of the 
Houfe of Commons at the time of paffing this ad, fhall and may fit and vote 
for and during the remainder of the prefcnt Parliament, 

And be it further ena6ted by the authority aforefaid, That no perlbti -hav- 
ing been in the civil and military fervice of* the -faid United Company, and 
Who hath refigned or quitted the fame, fhall be capable of being elected into, 
or of fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons, at any time within 

after he fhall have been returned to and refident in Great Britain, 
' or whilil any proceedings in Parliament, or any other, public profecution, 
fliall be depending againft him for anv crimes or offences alledged to have 
been committed by him whilft he was in the f^id fervice : Provided always. 
That fuch proceedings or public profecution fhall have been commenced' 
before the expiration of the faid fpace of after the return *of fuch 

perfon, and fhall be finally determined within the . fpace of after the 

after the commencement thereof ; otherwife the fame fhall not 
operate to difable fuch perfon from being ele6led into, or from fitting or 
voting in the Houfe of Commons, unlefs the delay in fuch proceedings, or 
public profecution, fhall be^at the requeft, or through the default of, the 
party profecuted. 

And be it further enacted. That all crimes- aijd offences againft this a6i: may 
be profecuted in thte Supreme Court at Calcutta, or in the Mayor's Court in 
any other of the principal fettlements in India, or in the Court gf King's 
Bench, or any other Court in this kingdom, which fhall be eftablifhed for 
taking cognizance of crimes and offences committed in^ India ; and all the 
powers and authorities given to the faid Court of King's Bench, in and by 
the faid a6t of the thirteenth year of the' reign of His prefent Majefty, and 
not herein otherwife provided for, are hereby declared to be extended to all 
the crimes and offences committed againft this a6t : And in all cafes where the 
punifhment is Aot herein appointed, the Court in which the conviction fhall 
take place, fhall appoint fuch fine or imprifonitient, or both, as they fhall 
think proper, prpvided the fine fliall not exceed nor the imprifon- 

inent ^ and may, in their difcretion, fuperadd the incapacity of ferv- 
ing the feid United Company. 



334 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

The following is a Copy of the Right Honourable William 
Pitt's East-India Bill. 

jf Bill fit the better Government and Management of the Affairs of the 
East-India Company. 

FOR the better government ahd fecurity of the territorial poflcflions of 
this kingdom in the Eifl Indies, be it enaded by the King's moft Excellent 
Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament alTembled, and by the au- 
thority of the lame, that it fhall and may be lawful to and for the King's 
Majeity, his heirs, and fuccelTors, by any commillion to be iffued under the 
Great' Seal of Great Britain, to nominate and appoint fuch perfons 

as his Majefty fhall think fit, being of his Majefty's Mofl Honourable Privy 
Council, of whom the Principal Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment for the time being,' and the Chancellor of the Exchetjuer for the time 
being fhall be two, to be, and who fhall accordingly be, Commiflioners fbr 
the affairs of India. 

And be it enaded by the authority aforefaid, that any number not lefs than 
of the faid Commiflioners, fhall form a Board for executing the 
fevcral jxjwers which, by this or any other aiSt, fhall be vefted in the Com- 
miflioners aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted. That the faid Secretary pf State, and in his ab» 
fence, the faid Chancellor of the Exchequer, and m the abfence of both of 
them, the fenior of the faid- other Commiflioners, according to his 

rank in feniorhy of appointment, as one of hb Majefty 's Moft Honourable 
Privy Council, fhall prefide at and be Preiident of the laid Board ; and that 
the laid Commiflioners, or any of them, fhall have, dnd they aro 

hereby invefted with, the fuperintcndance and control over all the Britifli 
territorial pofTciTions in the Laft Indies, and over the affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants trading thereto, in manner herein after diredted. 

And be it further enadted. That in cafe the Members prefent at the faid 
Board fhall at any time be equally divided in opinion, in refpeft to any mat- 
ter depending before them, then, and in every fuch cafe, the then Prefident 
of the faid Boatrd fhall have two voices, or the cafting vote. 

And be it further enadted, That it fhall and may be lawful for the King's 
Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, from time to time, at his and their will 
and pleafure, to revoke and determine the commiffion aforefaid, and from time 
to time to caufe apy new commiflion or commiflJons tp be fealed as aforefaid,* 
for appointing any other perfon or perfons, being of His Majefty 's^ Moft 
Honourable Privy Council, of whom the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being, fhall 
always be two, to be CommilTioners and Members of the faid Board, when, 
and 10 often as his Majefty, his heirs or fucceflbrs, fhall think fit, fo that the 
number of Commiflioners therein \o be named fliall in no wife exceed the 
jiforefaid number of 

Provided always, and be it further enai^ed. That the oflSce or place of a 

Comnilflioner or Member of the faid Board hereby eredted, fhall not be 

deemed or taken to be a new office or place, within the intent and purvieu 

o/an u6t of the Gxth year of the reign of Queen Awe, intitled, " An adt 

I ^ ' .for 
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for the fecurity of Her Majefty's pcrfon and government, and of the fucceffioa 
of the crown of Great Britain in the Proteftant line." 

And be it further cnaded, That the'faid Board Ihall be fully authorifed aCnd 
impowered, from timt to time, to check, fujperintend, and control, all a6ls, 
operations, ^d concerns, which in any wife relate to the civil or military 
government or revenues of the territories and pbfleflions of the faid United 
Company* in the Eaft Indies. i 

And be it further ena^ed. That the faid Secretary of State for the time 
being, (hall nominate and appoint a Secretary to attend upon the faid Board, 
who fhali be fubje£t to difmiflion, at the pleafure of the faid Board ; and that 
the faid Secretary fliall enter, or caufc to be entered, in books^ all. proceed- 
ings whatfoever to be had by or before the faid Board; and Ihall be 
paid fuch falary as His Majefty ihall, by warrant under his iign manual, 
direct. ' 

Provided always, and be it further enadted. That the Members of the iaid 
Board, before they fhkll proceed to ^6t, in the executipn of any of the powers 
or authorities to them given by this a6t (fave only the power of adminiflering 
the oath after mentioned) fliall feverally take and fubfcribe, the following 
oath : (that is to fay) 

**-I A. B, do faithfully promife and fwear, that as a Commiffioner or Mem- 
ber of the Bpard for the affairs of India, I will give my beft advice and 
affiftance for the good government of the Britifh poffeffions in the Eaft 
Indies ; and will execute the feveral powers and trufts repofed in" me, ac- 
cording to the beft of my Ikill and judgement, without favour or affedtion, 
prejucice or malice, to any perfon whatfoever," 
Which faid oath any of the Members of the faid Board fliall and 

arc hereby impowered .to admjnifler ; and the faid oath fliall be ehtered by 
the faid Secretary among "the accounts of the faid Board, and be duly fub- 
fcribed and atteued by the Members thereof, at the time of their taking and 
adminiftering the fame to each other refpedively. 

And, to the intent that the faid Board may be duly informed of alLtranf- 
a^ons of the faid Company, in refpe6t to the management of their concerns 
in the Eaft Indies, be it further enacted. That alKthe Members of the laid 
Board fliall, at ail convenient and reafonable times, have accefs to all tfepers 
and muniments of the faid United Company, and fliall be furniflied with ex- 
traidb or copies thereof as they fliall from time to time require ; and that the 
Court of Dire6lors of the faid U nited Company fliall, and they are hereby rcf 
quired and directed, to deliver t0 the faid Board copies of all minutes, orders, 
refolutions, and other proceedings, of all general and fpecial Courts of Pro^ 
prietors of the faid Company, and of the (aid Court of Diredors, within* 

days after the holding of fuch refpedive Courts ; and alfo copies of all diA 
patches which the faid Directors fliall receive from any of their fervants in the 
Eaft Indies, immediately after the arrival thereof; and alfo- copies of all lettrcs, 
^ orders, and inftrudtions, whatfoever, relating to the civil or military govern- ' 
ment or revenues of the Britifli territorial poflefiions in the Eaft Indies, pro- 
j>ofed to be fent or difpatched, by the faid Court of Diredors, to any ot the 
fervants of the faid Company in the Eaft Indies, days at the leaft 

before the .time propofed for fending or difpatching the fame refpedtively j and 
that the faid Court of Direftors of the faid United Company mall, and^they 
are hereby required to pay due obedience to, and fliall be governed and bound 
by, fuch order? and diret^ions as they fliall from time to tim? receive from 

, the 
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tlic faid Board, touching the civil or military government and revenues of thd 
territories and podeflions of the faid United Company in the Eafi; Indies. 

And be it further ena&d^ That, within days after the receipt of 

fuch copies laft mentioned, the faid Board fhall return the fame to the faid 
Court of Diredors witjj their approbation thereof, fubfcribed by 
of the Members of thp faid Board, or their rcafons at large for difapproving 
the fame ; together wkh inftru6tions from the faid Board to the faid Court 
of Directors in refpe£t thereto ; and that the faid Court of Dire6tors Ihall 
thereupon difpatcji and fend the letters, orders, and inftru£Hons, fo approved 
or amended, to^beir fervants in India, without farther delay ; and no -letters, 
orders, or in (Icifldigns, until after fuch previous communication thereof to the 
faid Board, (hall at any time be fent or , difpatched by the faid Court of Di- 
rectors, to the Eaft Indies, on any account or pretence whatfoever. 

And be it further enacted. That in cafe the faid Board fliall fend any orders 
or inftruftions which, in the opinion of the faid Court of Direftors, Ihall 
relate to points not connci'i^cd with the civil or military government and re- 
venues of the faid territories and pofTcflions in India, then, and in any fuch 
pfe, it fhall be lawful for the faid Court of Diredors to apply, by petition, 
to His Majefty in Council, touching fuch orders and inllrudtions ; and Hij 
Majefly in Council fliall decide whether the fame be, or be not, conneded 
with the civil or military government and revenues of the faid territories and 
pofleflions in India; which ^cifion fliall be final and conclafive. 

And be it further enadcd. That as foon as the office of any one of the 
Counfellors of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal fliall become vacant, 
by death, by removal, or reiignation, the vacancy fo happening fhall not be 
fupplied.by the faid Court of Directors, but the faid Supreme Government 
Ihall from thenceforward confift of a Governor General and Supreme 

Counfellors only : and that the .Commander in Chief of the Prefidency of 
Fort William in Bengal for the time being, fliall have voice and precedence 
in Council next after the faid Governor General, any thing in any former aft 
of Parliament contained to the contrary notwithftanding* - 

And be it further enacftcd. That the Government of the fe^r^l Preflden- 
cies and fcttlements of Fort St. George and Bombay, fliall, after the com- 
mencement of this a6t, confifi: of a Governor or Prefident, and 
Counfellors only, of whom the Commander in Chief in the faid feveral fct- 
tlements for the time being fhall be one, having the like precedehce in Council 
as in the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal. 

And be it further enadled. That from and after 
the nomination and appointment of the feveral Commanders in Chief in tho 
faid Prelidencies or fettlements of Fort William, Madras, or Bombay, fliall 
be, and the fame are hereby vefled in His Majeffy, his heirs and fucceffors, 
any faw, ufage, or cuflom, to the contrary notwithflanding. 

And be it further enaded, That it fliall and may be lawful for His Ma- 
jefly, his heirs and fucceflbrs, to nominate and appoint any pcrfon or perfons 
tofuccecdto the faid office of Commander in Chief in the faid feveral Pre- 
fidencies or fettlements ; and the perfons fo nominated and appointed fhall re- 
^ fpedively fucceed to the faid offices of Commanders in Chief refpedtively^ 
* in like manner as if they had been appointed upon or after a. vacancy or va« 
cancies* 

P^vided 
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Provided abeays, and be it enabled. That the perfons to be appointed to 
fucceed to the office or place of Commander in Chief in the (aid ?refidcnciea 
or fettlements, upon any vacancy thereof refpcdivly a» aforefaid, Ihall and 
may, if His Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors fhall,. by f\xch appointment, To di- 
re6l, have military command and authority next and immediately after the Com* 
mander in Chief of fuch Prefidencies or fettlements refpc6tively. 

And be it jfunher enacted. That it fhall and may be lawful to and for 
the King's Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, by anjr writing or inftrunient 
under his or their ngn manual, counterfigned by the faid Secretaiy of State, to 
remove or recal the prefent or future Governor General of Fort Wilfiam at 
Bengal, or any of the Members of the Council of Fort William aforefaid, 
or any of the Governors or Presidents, and Members of the Councils, of the 
Prefidencies or fettlements of Fort St, George and Bombay, or of any other 
Britifh fettlements in India, for the time being ; and to vacate and make void 
all a'nd every or any appointment or appointments, as well abfolute as provi- 
iional, of any pcrfon or perfons to any of the offices or plaqes aforef^d ; and 
that all and every the powers and authorities of the refpe6tive perfons fo re- 
moved or recalled, or whofe appointment fliall he fo vacated, fhall ceafe and 
determine at or from fuch relpedlive time or times as in the faid writing or 
writings fhall be expreffed and directed : Provided always, that a duplicate 
or cop3^ of every fuch writing, attefled by the faid Secretary of State for the 
time being, fhall, within days after the fame fhall ^e figned by His 

Majefty, his heirs or fucceflbrs, be tranfmitted or delivered, by the faid Se- 
cretary of State, unto the Chairman or Deputy Chairman for the time being, 
of the faid United Company, to the intent that the Court of Diredlprs of the 
faid Company may be apprized thereof. 

And be' it further enadted. That whenever^ any vacancy or vacandes 
of the office of Governor General or Prifidcnt, or of any member of the 
Council (other than the Commander in Chief) fhalt happen in any of the 
Prefidencies aforefaid, either by death, refignation, or recal, as aforefaid, 
then and in fuch cafe, the Court, of Directors/ of the faid United Company 
fhall proceed to nominate and appoint a fit perfon or perfons to fupply^ fuca 
vacancy or vacancies, fubjedt to the approbation of iiis Majefty, his heirs, 
and fucceffors ; and within days next after any fuch nomination and 

approbation fhall be made, the fame fhall be fignified by the Chairman, or 
deputy Chairman of the faid Court of Diredtbrs, to His MajefKr, his heirs 
or fucceffors ; and in cafe His Majefly, his heirs or fucceflbrs, fhall approve 
the faid nomination and appointment, then the perfon or perfons fb nomi- 
nated fhall be conftituted and appointed to the office or place, offices or places, 
for which he or they fhall have Deen fo refpedtively nominated, and fhaM fo 
continue, from the time of his or their taking the fame upon him or them, 
until he or they fhall refign the fame, or be removed or recalled therefrom by 
His Majefty, his heirs or fucceflbrs, and fo t^ties quotie^ t And in cafe the per- 
fon or perlons fo nominated and appointed by the faid Court of Diredors, 
^ fhall not be approved by His Majefty, .his heirS; or fucceffors, then, withia 
days after His Majefty, his heirs or fucceflbrs, fhall have caufed to 
be fignified to the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors', 
that His Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, doth or do not approve of fuch per-, 
fon 01* perfons, the faid court fhall proceed to nominate and appoint fome othex:^ 
perfon or perfons to the faid office or place, offices or places, rcfpedively, 
iiibjed^ to the approbation or difjillowance of His Majefty^ his heirs and fuc« 
Vol XIII. X X ^W\^ 



